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A Seka Collection of 

LETTERS 

O F TH E 

ANTIENTS. 

Written Originally by 

Phdaris^ ''Gcero, 

Salottj Seneca, 

Sxrittis, AiigH^Ht Cafar, 

Pythagoras, Mark Anthony, 

Etiripedes, Brutus aad CaJJins, 

Xenophon, ^ Pompey, 

-3 Ar^le, = MkhruLaeSj 

£ K. /'(M/P, E J GerwanicHS, 

j4lexandcrtbeGK2t,^^ K. H^rod, 
Democrititt, Ap-ippina, 

HeracUiHS, Pafpea, 

Dkgenct the Cynici, CaracJia, 

Ifocraus, At. AstrcHas, 

flippocraies, Auretian, 

Tlie Emp. futim, 8ic. ^Qu. Zen:bia, &c. 
Whereby is difcovLT'd the Morality, Gallantry, 
Wit, Humfufj Manner of Arguing, and in a 
Word, the Genius both of the Graii and Remans. 



Multa ignoramus,* qka non laterent, fi Vccerum 
LeSh nobis ejjet famUiarts. Cicero. 



By m.^k^'AV A G E. 



LONVON 1 Primed for 7. HartUy, next door to the 
Km^s-head Tavern in Hnbarn ; F. Caggitn, ia the IniKT 
Xn^e-lane ; W. Dai/is, at ihc Black-Bull \a CarnhiO ; 
R. G'll^on, ai rhc Ric-Bntk between the tiro Temple 
Gate* in Fleet-Jlrcet -, aod T. AWj/on, over againft 
Gn^s-lm-Gate in flWiom. 1703. 
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SIR, 

H E Honour I have had of a long Ac^ 
quaintance with you, has given me il/- 
jurance to prefent you the following 
Sheets^ your known S^/?^^ will con* 
firm the Reader of their Merit, and for my own 
rt I know both mv felf and you too well, to 
elter any thing under your Name^ which is not 
in fome mealiire worthy it. This I may venture 
p lay for our Book, being made up out of the ?<?/*- 
vrmances of the moft celebrated Aien and Au* 
hors of Antiquity ^ and if the Tranjlators (hould 
ny where faUfliort of their Originals, we might 
Viniication ask. Whether any Tranflation trom 
e Greek oiXotine has ever yet kept up with 

A z them } 



A Prefatory Dedication. 

them ? Vm fare I may aver, we have not fallen 
(horc of any yet publifh'd in Engl'ijh^ either in' 
Qux i^hoice 01 Verjion. 

This is the -only QolleSion of L^/f ^r^ - entirely^ 
Antier^^ (without any Allay oi Modern Originals] 
wherein you will hata a hear and. familiar View^ 




and all elle woik^. that could^ biing a Man per^] 
feltly ^cq:jaiqced with- them, hetters are of this 
Kature ^ They are a fccond-hand or diltant Gvi- 
verjntion^ where.the Mind is freely Ipoke, and th< 
moit privaie 'Xr'anfaUions and Intrigues manag'c 
We have given a variety no ColleRion before thii 
can boali, and I may yenture to affirm, there are 
hardly among the whole "Number^ any trifling, 
unentertaining or not conducive to a true Pr^-: 
fpeS of the unticnt Greeks and Romans.. 

^\1 couJd eaiily lay down the Ru/es and, Excelled 
(ies of th's w^ oi'Wriiin^i^ whereby a Judgmerit 
inight be formed how near our Authors come t< 
Verjeitwn. All J^etters are eiihsv Nar rat ionh 
that is Accounts of Things and hufinejs'^ or elle 
they are to Ferfuade or Diffuade^ to Fraife oi 
Vijpraife^ fd Accufe ox Defend , under whicb^ 
W/'^ii- will all other Species of this Awi fall. 
Now every Utter is ^W or W, as it jufijy and' 
elofe^y purfues the ^W it aims at, tovyhichX?^ 
we leave our CoUeBion. ' 

''Should anv fuperciliousCW//V/^ afTert tha,tfome^ 
few of this CoUettion are not Genuine^ let him* 
cnjey \\\% Opinion x, I (hall never think a Difpute 
fifee ihat al)ou't Fha/aris^'s Epjjf/es^ tho' learnedly ^ 
maiVag J on both fides^ vvorrh the Beats and Pains^ 
wher^ the ConJt'(iitence is not of any great I^^or-i 
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/ * A PrefatofyDedicaiiok , 

'^ian'ces efpecUlly Men I tiiay juftly fay, .tbat if 

^ there be any fuch ih this Book^ rhey c^y fuch an 

\^ Air of Antiquity^ and afero built oh tlje Cufivms;^ 

ylVLanners and WJlory of thofe Times ^ tl^c ^hiejr 

\ may • very 'well- pafs for Originals , ihatliiuch as 

/ they contribute to dur common enJ^ of bringing 

•Nthe Reader acquainted with the Antientt. . 

s^ There is one TT^/a^' Very remarkable \\ the^ 

\Roman and Gr^^>^ Lf/zm, and that is. an fcc?/f<^ 

/and 6^^r/y iJrv'e which the' Writers of theqi havfe 

K frequently fliewrt for their Country^ a F/r///^ too 

'>n)any among us w^nt at this Time : Yes, Sir^ we 

Want more Hammonds to rbufe up a publjck Spi- 

I tit. Ydu are riot a ftjfeer pretended Patriot^ i 

I noify Boafier cf an impotent arid unaUive zeal fot 

) your Country ^ but you exett it ih AUion. That 

%\Jnderftanding and Honour which lias drawn tfie 

lltjy^/ jE)'^ upon you, to repofe fo weighty a Tn^ 

fn you, as part of the Qre of the Ji^^i;y , has by 

hat nieans fumifh'd your zeal for the Good of 

our Country^ with" a Power of endeavouring t6 

ake it Profperou^. 

But While I confi4er you aS a Patriot, I muft 
^ lot forget that ejfential ^ality of one, Religiort^ . 
without lecuiing tofe/VS our Country cannot long 
be fecute; And this wirns tnei to take notice oi 
the Epijile ofSytttachus in Vindication o£Pagani/nti 
and thofe .of the Emperour Julian the Apojiaie;^ 
They were inferred here for the Service of Reli^ 
gi^ffy to fliew what ^ (hallow Rea/oner the wifeft 
pf thole two was, W)ten he Oj^poS'd the Cbrijtiak 
Reli^idfii^ St. Antbtofb hz!^ lufficiehcly corifui 
S«ted-the former^ and I (Mil torilfr /exaifiine thd 
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A Prefai(ny DedicMtUn. 

The Quality and Confideration of this Auth 
indeed feem to demand a Word or two in thd 
Tfanflator*% behalf ^ not as to the Truths J^fi^fi^ 
or Value of the Tranflation of thefe Letters, buc 
as to the Tranflating them at all. The Charadh^ 
of the Emperour Julian^ as to his Apoftacy^ is 
every bodies Mouth with Contempt and ^^- 
r^;?r^ ^ while his particular Salifications^ whid 
are in themfelves Meritorious^ are not; jiuUy r 
garded, tho' his Sence and Learning are great 
Arguments of his Condemnation than the o^/rt of^ 
them could be •, for tho* E?/^ and Ignorana 
might be fuppos'd to be impos'd on, by the An 
and plaufible Sophiftry of a Pagan thilofopher^ t 
make oneforfake the Light of ihtGofpel^ yet on 
would fcarce imagine it poffible, that a man o: 
fieafon and Learnings nay and of Judgment 
other Things^ fhould by any Argument^ either 
5/t7/Vi4, Peripatetic^^ or Platonick Philofopbf^ 
wrought from the Gr^(//> of his Pxajon^ d^Juli 
was by Maximus the Philofopher. 

In his Second L^r/^r here Tranflated, he t 
tis of his fondnefs for B^yb, which ftom a 
were his chief Delight ^ for certainly he was w 
skiirdm Phyfick^ Sculpture^ Poetry zvAPWo^ 
fhy^ as appears even by thefe Letters of his^ th 
in the laft he was too much involv'd in a PaQio, 
or Party^ to be a fincere Enquirer into Truth 
ing a protefs'd Difciple of P/j/^ and Arifiotle. 
and one that allow d that Anthorify to thr'^ 
A^j;9^j which he deny'd to tLeafon^ wherein 
had forgot a Saying he has hinofelf in one of 
Letters^ I love Flato (iays he) I lave Socts 
but I Icve Truth better. Had he done to ^ 
might eafily have difiii^ifll'd betwixt t 
Abjfisrdit^ies of the Holytheijm if the Gentile. 



^ Hod the Excellence and Demonftratiok ni txA 

JEiernal, Omnipotent and Juji God of the Cbrijii'^ 

\-4fts I and have alfo had more Confidence in rhS 

^, Prcwdence of th^it God^ than in Auguriek and 

/ fix>lilh Dreamt^ to which hediicovers^ in hisL^/« 

:: ter to Oribafius^ KC. a veiy great Deference. 

:: Bat letting afide his Sins of Jddgmeni iff 

%eligion^ his Lj/J? (hin'd ^ual to liioft of his 

:i Fredece^ors^ and Ammianus Marcellinus gives 

kitn a vei^ noUe Cbara3er^ for had he never knowil 

- Cbrijiianity and its undeniable Truths^ he iftighf 
have been very juftly compared with Antoninus^ 

i Marcus Aurelius^ gee* He fays of himfeif, that 

■ be was flow to Punijh^ but much flower to for^ 

', give when once he bad refoh^d on punifl)ingi He 

was very abjiemious in the Fleafures and riotoui 

Luxury of the Time wherein he liv'd, patient of 

mkat and Cold, a good General^ and, as he would 

{ have you to think, an honefl Man ^ for h6 has not 

^ a few Maxims of great rrobity^ one of which 

t efpecially is worthy the Mouth of a Chriftian of 

^ . his A^^ which was/T&jr a fl)ort time well and 

- innocently f pent ^ was^ in his Opinion^ preferable 
< So an Immortality cf Sinning^ He was moreover 

.ft PWw^ not covetous of Money ^ as you may 

; find ftoar that Jjstter wherein he remits part of 

.'m'Tax^ aflSrmii^i Thai be had much rather da 

i hii People good;, than take their Money from tbem^, 

w^kh was their Support. 

ftrfy AmMft his virulent Hatred to Chriflianity^ he 

^fefi'd a (bit of peculiar Moderation in his 
IP, GmduS towards the Profejfors Of it, leaving them 
^ijdfentitely at liberty to conform to the Emperor's 
* tUigion Of to enjc^r theit owrii The fmall Pro- 

ffieh tids JJbdr^ of Confcience (nroduc'd tovt^ards 

:i^tmmra to ImMff ftwf evident frontl 

:; A 4 fom^ 
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A Prfifatalrj Dedicaticti^ 

fome of tbele Letters s and which occafion'd that 
to Arf actus Arch-Prieji of Galatia^ to ftir him 
up to an Imitation of the Cbrijiians of his Timt^ 
in their Charit^ Bounty^ and the like, as thofe 
Things that had fo far promoted and Ipread our 
holy Religion. In the fame Letter he endeavours 
to teform the Abufes^ or rather degenerate Lives^ 
of the Heathen Clergy j whereby to gain them . < 
a Reputation^ which was naturally produdive of < 
Authority with the People^ the fureft way -of 
fpreading Error as well as Truth. ; 

But notwithftanding his Profeffion of Modera-^ 
tion towards the Cbrijiians^ in his Letter to Ar- V 
tdbt^us^ and in that againft the Cbriftian Teachers 
making l^ oi i\iQ Greek Authors^ be buift out 
into Expre/Jions contrary to \i\s>r)ecrees oi Liber*, 
ty of Confcicnce in his Heat againft St. Aihanaji^, 
us^ and at the.fame time that he could recall Ar- 

9 • • • • 

rian Bijhops from Banijhment^ he compelled Aiba-^ j 
nqjius to go into Exile ^ not allowing him to be • < 
in any part of JEgypt. And this leads me to the < 
tranflating thefe Letters at all, which was on (^ 
ticcount of the Service it might be to. Religion^ ^ 
againlt the Atheiftsoi this Age^ who when you 
urge the fathers and the Accounts of the Primi'- ' 
tive Q)riftianity^ deny their Authority^ as brib'd 
by their Intereji^ or magnifying their own Party j 
whereas here we find the violent Enemy of Chri* 
jlianity^ propofing the Chr ijl tans oi, his Time as a 
Pattern to follow, to make the Abfurdities of 
his own Superjiition go down the better with the 
People. Can tijere be a greatet Teftimony of the 
Zeal of St. Athana^us^ than his Banijhment by 
this P r of effor q{ Moderation^ oiAyiot bis Spreads 
ing the Go/pel^ Baptizing {oms^ Greek Ladies of 
^ality^ and th^ line ? He could ^(relpond with 

Georgius 



A Prtfi^in'jf. GtdicaiMi 

Gecrgmfth^ Arrian Bijhop of Alexanifia^ nay 
i«fent his Murther by the People^ yet could not 
forgive 'Athanafius who every where oppugned 
his Favourite Idolatry^ 

. This bdog the chief Motive of the Tranflation 
of his Lmerx, I judge .it may not, be am^fs to 
fliew his Jal/e Reafontng in one Letter^ wherein 
he forbids aU Vrc^effors in Schools thie ufe of the 
Greek Poets and Authors^ except fuch as were 
Idolaters. The whole Strefs of his Argument v^: . 
that it was not bo/ieji. in the Cbrijiians to teaioi 
thole Authors in t\im Schools^ which they did not 
\ themfelves believe. The fallacy of which is vifi-^ 
^ He, for he names Uiftorians and Poets, If he ' 
means that the Cbrijiians did not believe the fa- 
bulous Stories of the Poets^ I anfwer he hiiplelf • - 
. nor any of the Heathens ever did believe thent ' . 
. tru€fc If he means the Lejfbns deduceable from 
\ .their Examples^ the ChrijUans believ'd thofe as 
> much as the Pagans^ as. having more lively Pr//f- 
\ ciples oi-Morality in their Religion. If he means 
^ the excellence of their Defcriptions^ Language^ 
r Verfification^ Sec. thefe were as much believ'd by 

I' the Cbrijiians^ and for that end taught by them*; 
But if he comes to Jdijiory^ I fuppofe they gave 
as much Credit to Thucy aides and Herodotus as a 
rational Heathen could , that is as hi as they 
kept the face of Truths &:c. So that indeed I 
thmk the P^/>^/V7;7 extremely tripling in the Em^ 
\ per or. But, lays he, are not the £^i(f of one de- 
\ dicated to the Mufes and of the other to Mercury i 
) And if they, meaning the Cbrijiians^ will read - 
\ thdr Books^ whv will they not imitate them in 
^ their Piety to the G^A* .^ Becaufe their Religion 
) was abfurd^ zrA wh3(t ho Rational Man could be- 
llieve, and likewife becaufe their Religion had 
/ •'^^".vj>; J '.ijt nothing 



nothing to do with their Writings. Kheidriju^^ 
Pofiryy hiftory and fhilqfaply are no effemial parts 
oi wf particular SeO and may be ftudy 'd by any 
Tarty without any Gmmumtm in Divimty. And 
it had been fully as reafonable to have forbid them 
Vainttng^ Statuary^ ArchiteSure^ &c by reafon 
Apetles^ Phidias^ Vitruvius and the other Primi* 
mitive Mafters of thofe Arts were Idolaters, But 
we find jfutian follows not the Ru/e he prcfcribes, 
for in his Letter to Arfacius^ he Is teaching him 
Morality and Charity from the Chriftians^ whicli 
have an immediate uependance on Rt/Uiott^ with- 
out believing that of thole he i>ropofes for 
Examples^ whereby he is reaU? guilty of what 
he falfdy imputes to the ChrUHan^ on the 
former Account. I fuppofe I needf not now add^ 
that his Epijiles being publilh'd in Greek and JLz- 
fine by Divines^ I had no reafon to Icruple giving 
rfie Publick fome of them in Englijh^ both on Ae^ 
count of Uiftory^ and the Motive I have already 
mg'd. 

Now if I would follow the common Mode of 
Dedicators^ I (hould before I condude, run out 
kito a large Encomium^ but Mr, Hammond's Vir^ 
tues and Sence are too well known^ to need or fa 
much as bear UyperhoUcal Exaggerations : His 
r^ good ^alities recomibend him to the Love 
(rf* all Men^ who can diftinguifli betwixt Merit 
wdAffeSation^ among whom flone more lefp^^ 
fiJly values you than 

SIR, 

Tour nkfi humble , 
and moji abedient SirOMti 

John Sarage< \ 



/ 



■M 



mt^ 



A Cronological TABLE, 

Shewing the Years of the World, 
and thofe of Chrijl^ wherein moft 
of the Writers of the following 
Letters Wd. 



SYMACHUS Gaoernmr cf RomcL A, C 592. 
* Hit Letter to the Emperors Valentinun, 
Theodc^QS Mi Aicadius, in Defente of Paga- 
tfifm* p« I* To the Voet Auibnius. 7^. Au* 
f<HJWS Wj Anfvoer. 7$. 
St. AmhtoS^ A. C 374. His Anft^er eo the for* 
met tetter ^SymachoS) in vindication of the 
ChrjBian Religion. la 
Auguftos Cat&r> A. M. 4011. His Letter tothe^ 

Married Men. 25. To the Bat che lours. 28. 
Seaecs, A* C. 54. Uis Letter to LuciliUs. 54. 
To the fame. 36. To the fame. 40. To toe 
f^m.efi* To the fame. $i. To the fame. ^6. 
Tlo the fame. 58. To the fame. 6u To the 
fame. 65. 
Phalaris, A. M. 3366. Hit Letter to DemoteUi 
77. Ti:^ Auftoldchus. 79. Ti? Adimantas. 8o. 
To H^fippos. .81. To the feet SteficboruS. 
83. To the fame^ 84. To Ljrcibiis. 8^» To 
$be[ l^^oo^es*. %6. To Zen^pus. ibid. To 
Evenus. ibid. To Lacritus. 87. To Aglau& 

88* 



A Cronological T A B L E. 

88* To Herodicus. ibid. To Stefichorus. 8^^ 
ScqjBichorus to Phalaris. 90. - Pfaalaris a^ the Ci- 
tizeiisqf}^\Tn^r3i. 94. Xc? /6^ Meflfcoians,. 95. 
'0 Pythagoras. ()6. To Georgius. 97. To ^ 
"''Nycias. 98. Ti? Adiamantus. <)(). X:>.Epiftra- 
;.\tus: ibid. To the Himer£an$. loo; Tg^\sfl\s. 
r ; 161. To his Son Paurolas. 102. To his Wife 
V. ' Erytbia. iC4*. To /fi^iMeflenians.-w5> To 
}.. Ariftinxtus; 5o6. X? Polycl«tus a fbyficia/t. 
^ '• ibid. . , Polycletus r^ l^halaiis. . 107, Phala^ris to 
'•' iNicippus, ii-r. To the-Pedp/e ^/ Aftypatea. 
^^ 112. The People of AftypalacaV^ Phalari& 114. 1 
' ' Fhalaris to thofe People again. 1 1 J. To the ' 
: Athenians. 117. To Agefilaus. 121. 
JMarcus. Aurelius, A. C 161. His Letter id the 
Ladies qTRome. 122. To his Mijirefs Bohe- 
' niia. i^ik Her ungrateful Anfwer. 137. His 
. 'Letter, to Matrina, 146.. To the fame. 149. 
. To his Friend Pynmon. i^^i To Domitius of 
.; Capua. 161. To his Friend Cincinnatus. i6'5f. 
;:' To hii Emprefs Fauftina. 173; Another to , 
Fauftina. 177. A third to the fame. 18 1; \ 

.Pontius Pilate, A. C 29. His Letter to Tiberius. < 

Lentplu§> A* C 39. if/x L^/?r /^ the 'Senate. 

lMithridate$,oA. M. '^^26. His Letter to Arikes 
:^.Jt/^^^/fetfia:.i88. . . I • 

rnrynlj A. M." 3620. Her Letter^ to the Philqfo- 
^r jpher %^(xxzxt^ 194;" " ^ '^ * . i- 

Xaiooate^, ;A% M. 3620.. His Aftfwet^^ i<)().^ 
|t^racaUai;AvCi 2ii. i//> Letter to his Mother 
'. tulia. 2044:7/ , ^ ' 

Lilifbatua to Tlejioletiitis. ^09* ll? Piiil6cles. ^/^ 

Mi^theiiii 
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A CronolDgical T A BX JB. 

.MiGtheus to the Emperour Gordianu?.. .:^ir, "C 

Befolus King ^ Lydia, to S^por Kif^ of Perfia, 
_ *■ • * 

5U- • • . ; ■ . / • -■ •> 

The Emperour Valerian. A, C, 254* Kis Letter 
/^. Ragonius ChTus. 213. 

JT)e Emperour Aurelian, A. C, 270. His. Letter 
/^Zenobia ^uee/t of Palmyra. 214. 2^ncibia'j 
An/toer. ii'y.. The fame Emperor to his Friend 
Mucapor. ibid. T^Q the Senate of RcStne* 

2\6. 

Euripides, A. M. 352o..i//^ Lettf^r. to Archdaus 

King of Macedon. 21S. To Sophoples, '2\<j. 

Another to Archelaus. 220. A third to Archq- 

laus. 221. To Cephifophon. 224. Another ta 

the fame. 227. 
Pififtratus King of Athens, A. M. 5409. His Let- 

ter to Solon. 232. SoionV Anfvoer. 233.', 
Solon, A. M. 3364. His Letter to Periander KJng 

{jfCorfnth. 234. To Epimebid^s. 235. Epi- 

inenides his Anfwer- 236.'/. 
Jhrafibi^lus Tvr^;?/ ^/ Miletufn.' A. M. 374?- ^is 

Letter To Periander King ^Corinth. 234* 
f ythagoras^ A. M." 3393. His Letter to Hierd 

Kingof^\c\\Y\ 233f. v 
^riftotle, A. M. ^^^S: His Letter to King PhiKfJ 

^/Macedon. 237. ' To Alexander the Great. 

■ 238, • . . - • .: 

Hippocrates, A. M. 3484, The Senate of Abdera 

to hinf. 238. His An/wer. 240. Hit Letter 

to his friend Damagetus. 242* 
peniocritus, A. M. 3480. His Letter to Hippon 

crates, 248U Hipp9ciatcs'x Anfvaer. 249. 
Xenophon, A.M. 3593. His Letter to Sfjrmias 
. arid C^bes f /^ twq Vriendsn 349, ' l(o CritOi 



ACfoiioIogicy TABLE 

The Empr&ff Agrippina, A. €.41^ Hit Letter 

to her Son the Emperor Nero. 2 ja 
The Emperour Probus, A. C. 276. Uh Letter to 

the Senate of Rome. 256. 
Qcero, A. M. 389^ His Letter to his Son 
Marcos. 25:7. Another to the fame. 761. To 
Celluy Rufiis. 28 ^ Serviu^ Sulpitius to him. 
385. His Anfwer 288. Uis Letted ip Lucius 
Lttcceias. 291. The fame to him* 29^* Cicero 
r^ Curia 357. X? Servius Sulpitius. 360. 
To the fame. ^62* To the fame. 36 J^ To 
Marcos Marcellus. ^66. To the fame. 371. 
To the fame. 372. Marcos Marcellos to Cice- 
ro. 375. Servius Sulpitius /(7 fe/«r. 37^. Qji. 
Metellus to him. 378. Cicero /^ Metritis. 379. 
MetelluS'f Anfvoer. .384. Cn. Pompe^ to Gcero. 
38y. Pompey to Cicero again. 388. CiceroV An- 
fwer. ibid. Gcero to A tticus. 393. Pompey to M. 
Marcellus ii/ri L. Lentulus Confuls. 39$. Pom- 
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LETTER I. 

Quintus Aurdius Avianus Symachus Gover^ 
nour of Rome, to the n$ofi Sacred ^d 
dways Auguft Emferours Valentinian, 
TheodofiuS and Arcadius ^ requefiing thai 
the Altar ofVICTORT might be re-, 
fiord to the Senate-H/mfe whence it bad 
been iakpn 5 to vtfhich and the [^reading 
of the Chrijiiah Religion the Heathens at- 
tributed the Inundations of the GotliSf, 
the Famine^ &c. 

NO fooner, moft Augulf Emperours^ 
had your iilultrious Senare of Rome^ 
found the Vices of the Times reduc'd 
by the force of your Laves, and fcea 
the Infamy of the palt Age wafh'd out* by the 
Piety of this, but by the example and authority 
of yburConduflt, the Reverend Confcript Fathers 
gave Wotd§ to their Sbrrows, an^ have again 
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deputed me the Meflenger of their' Complaints, 
which were deny^d the Audience of your moll 
facred Majefties, only becaufe they were fure to 
find there a Redrefs , which fome by no means de- 
fir'd. I am therefore obliged both , as- your Go- 
vernour of Ro/f^e to give you an Account of the 
publick A£ts, and as the City's Deputy to recom- 
. mend to you what they have entrufted to my 
Charge. In this there is an Unanimity of Votes, 
a Nemine Contradicente^ fince now Men believe 
no more, that they can Complement the Courti- 
ers by their Diflenting. There is no Empire, O 
Emperors, like the Love of the People. It has 
been too fhameful a thing to fuffer private Di- 
fputes to interfere with the publick Good, and the 
Senate with a great deal of Wifdom and Juftice, 
profecutes thofe, who have made no difficulty 
of having more regard to their own Power, than 
to the Fame and Reputation of their Prince. 
What we now labour to obtain, is a proof, that 
we watch for the Advantage of your Clemency ; 
for to whom can our Endeavours for the Prefer- 
vation of the Laws of our Anceftors, and the 
Defence of the Rights, and Fate of our Country, 
bemorejnftlyaddrefs'd, than to the Glory of this 
Age > W hich will appear the greater when you con- 
lider,that you ought to attempt nothing contrary to 
the Cuftoms of our Forefathers. Let us, therefore, 
look back on the ftate of that Religion, from 
which our Common Wealth for fo many Cen- 
turies deriv'd fuch confiderable Advantages ^ and 
if we examine the Princes of both SeQs, we 
fhall find that the firft reverenced the Ceremo- 
nies of our Anceltors, and the latter deprived us 
not of them ^ if there is no example to be drawn 
from the Religion of the Ancients, let it at leaft 

be 
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bfe deduc'd from the Permiflion of the Moderns. 
Is there any Manfairn to fo great a Barbarity, as 
not to defire the reftoration of the Altar of Vi- 
8:ory ? But I fhall be more Cautious in my Ex- 
preffions, avoiding the too naked expofing what 
ttiay be too invidious. Permit us only to pay 
that Honor to the Name, which is deny'd to the 
Deity ! Your Eternity is not a little indebted 
to Victory already, and much more (hall be -, let 
thofe therefore be averfe to this Pow'r, who 
never deriv'd any Benefit from it ^ bur never 
let it be laid that you deferted that friendly 
Patronefs of your Triumphs, when indeed there 
is neither Nation, not ^an, that pays her not his 
Vows ? for no Man can deny worlhip to that, 
which he profefles is to be defir'd. But if you 
have no regard to the ill Omen of removing the 
L Altar of Viftory, you ought at leaft to fpare the 
\ Ornaments of the Senate Uoufe. Great is the 
Power of Cuftom, and we humbly implore you to 
permit us in this our Age to deliver thof? things 
to our Pofteriry, whidi we received in our Youth 
from our Forefathers. Twas not without great 
Reafon, that the AQ: of Conjiantius was of no 
long duration, and you ought to avoid all thofe, 
which you have feen quickly difanuUM. We are 
concerned for the Eternity of your Fame, and 
your Divinity , that the fucceeding Age, may 
find nothing in the Tranfaftions of your Reign, 
Which may deferve any Correftion. Where fhall 
we fwear to your Laws and Commands ? By 
what Religious Dread fhall the fallacious Mind 
be terrify 'd from giving falfe Witnefs^? 'Tis 
true all things are full of God, and there 
is no Refuge for the perfidious-, but the In- 
fluence of a prefent Religion is a powerful Check 

B 2 on 
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on Tranfgreffours. This Altar of Viftory Was thd 
Band ot all our Concord, and the Rcpofitory of 
the Faith of every one in particular 5 nor is there 
iany thing, that gives greater Authori y to our De- 
crees, than, that the Senatorian Order is, as it 
were, fworn to all, that it determines. Belieyc 
me, illuftrious Emperors, thofe who think them- 
felves only fecure by the Public Oaths, will, by 
this means , think , there is an open Inlet 
made for Perjuries to the Senate, when it is thus 
publickly profan'd. But it has been urg'd, that 
the Emperour Conflantius has given a Precedent 
for this. Let us imitate other Aftions of that 
Prince, rather, than what he never had done, had 
be feen any preceding Emperor guilty of the 
likeMiltake; for the Succeflbur correfts him- 
felf by the Errors of his PredecefTour, and the 
Condemnation of a foregoing Example begets a 
jutt Conduct in him, tbacfucceeds. That illuftri- 
ous Jrince, your Father, might well be allowed 
to make a Miftake in a new Attempt while he 
did noc apprehend the Judicioufnefs of the Fa£t^ 
but can we plead that excufe (hou'd we imitate 
liim in that very thi-ng, our Confcienee con- 
demns? But if your Majefties will Copy that 
Prince, make choice of others of his AQs 
more worthy Imitation. He rifled not the 
holy Virgins of any of their Privileges , he 
decreed the Priefthood to the Roman Nobility, 
and deny'd not the neceflary Expences of our 
Ceremonies^ and iollowing the joyful Senate 
through the eternal. City, with a pleafing Eye 
beheld ^the holy Temples, enquired afcer their 
Originals, read the Names of the Gods infcrib'd 
on their Roofs, and admir'd their Founders^ and 
tho' he was himfclf of another Religion, yet 

this 
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this he proteSed. For every Man has his pecu- 
liar Cuftoms, and his particular Religious Rices ^ 
the Divine Mind has diftributed to all Nations 
different Guardians •, and, as differing Souls are 
diflributed to all that are born, fo are there 
various fatal Genii allotted to. feveral People. 
Let us add to this, the Benefit and Emolument, 
which gives Man the greateft Tye to the Divi- 
nity. For iince Realbn is but the Twilight of 
the Mind, and it's Decifions uncertain, as obfcure^ 
Whence can we better derive the Excellence of 
any Deity above another, than from the Records 
of Time, and thofe Leffons, which happy Events 
have taught us. If then Religion draw any Au- 
thority from its great and immemorial Anti- 
, quity, we ought to prelerve that Faith, which 
has liv'd fo many Ages, and in it follow out 
Forefathers, as they ^ did theirs with all the Re- 
^ wards of Good Fortune. Let us but imagine 
> we faw Rome her felf make her prefent Ad- 
fc drefs to your Majefties in thefe parhetique Ex- 
) poftulations : Te befi of Frinces^ Fathers of your 
Country^ havefome RefpeS to that Venerable Old 
Age to which thofe pious Rites have preferv'd me^ 
and permit me to enjoy thofe paternal Ceremonies^ 
tohicb never yet gave me Caufe oj Repentance j 
fuffer me to live as I us^d to do^ bccaufe 1 am 
free : This is the Worfhip^ that has reduced 
the World under my Jurifditlion^ driven Hanni- 
bal /r^w my Watls^ and. the ScnouGS from my 
Capitol, have I been thus long pre fervid to be 
Schooled in my old Age ? Cou'd I dif cover what 
thefelnftitutions^ that are thought fit to be advanc'^d 
are , . yet the Reformation of old Age is fhame- 
ful and opprobrious. We fupplicace theretoie 
for Peace to th^ Gods of our ForefacherSj and 
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of our Country. 'Tis juft enough to think the 
ObjeO: of the Worihip of all Mankind is but 
0/ie:, we all behold the lame Stars, the fame 
Heaven is our Canopy, and the fame Earth our 
Dwelling : What fignifies it therefore by what 
different Ways we enquire after Truth ? 0/ie 
way is too narrow, and too little to arrive at fb 
vaft a Secret. But this is a Difpute fit only for 
Jthofe, who have nothing elfe to do ^ at this time ' 
we offer not Arguments but Prayers. Where are 
the mighty Profits, the Spoils of the Preroga- 
tives ot the Veftal Virgins have brought to youf 
Exchequer? We find thofe* things deny'd them | 
under Princes moll remarkable for Liberality, I 
which the moft penurioiis have granted : That 
ftipend of Chaltity confifts only in Honour^ 
and as their facred Fillets ate the only Orna- 
ments of their Heads, fo is their exemption from 
Rewards the Mark of their Priefthood. All they / 
require is but. a fort of. bare and empty Name ' 
of Privilege, being fecure by their Poverty Ifom 
apprehenfions of Lofs. Thofe therefore who 
leffen their Subftance, ad4 the more to their 
Praife, when the Chaftity, that is devoted to the 
Public, encreafes when it is deprived of Reward. 
Far be thofe bafe Gains from the Purity of your 
Treafury ^ for the Exchequer of a Good Prince 
flipu'd be augmented by the Spoils of his Ene- 
mies, not Robberys from the Priefthood. And 
is there any Gain, that can fufficicntly balanc6 
the Envy this brings ? And the Mifery of thefe 
whofe ancient Revenues : ire ieiz'd on, is the 
greater, becaufe Avarice is a Vice, that cannot be 
laid to your Charge ^ for under Emperors, that are 
not rapacious of the Properties of their Sub- 
jefts, but Matters of their Appetites^ ph'jtis 
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turn'd wholly to the Detriment of the Lofer* 
that moves not the Defire of the Spoiler ^ and 
thus thofe Fields and Poffeflions left to the holy 
Virgins and Minifters by the Teftaments of the 
Dying, are brought into the Exchequer. Of you, 
O Pricfts of Juftice ! I implore that the Rites of 
your City may have the iame advantages of 
rroperty and rofleflion, which private rerfons 
have. Suffer your Subje3:s to make their laft Wills 
without Apprehenfion, and let them know, that 
under Prmces free from Avarice, their Legacies 
fliall not be violated. And you, O Princes, be 
pleas'd with this Hapninefs of Humane kind i 
for Examples of this Nature have already di- 
fturb'd the laft hours of the Dying. Have not 
tlie Revenues of Religion the fame Benefit with 
thofe of the Profane? Are they not under the 
ProteOiion of the Roman Laws ? I know not 
what Name, what Apellation to give to the feiz- 
ing thofe things, which no Law, nor any Chance 
have made liable to Forfeiture. The Freed men 
receive their Legacies, nay the Slaves are not de- 
ny'd the juft Benefit of Wi//s, and the Nob/e 
Virgim alone , and holy Minifters of the fatal 
Rites are deny'd the Poffeffions of thofe Reve- 
nues, which they derive from Inheritance. At 
this rate it is better being a Slave to Men, than to 
devote the Body to Chaltity for the public Good, 
than to prop the Eternity of the Empire with 
heavenly Supports, than to affift your Arms 
and Standards with Amicable Virtues, By this 
means we offer an Injury to the Common Wealth, 
which ought never to be ingrateful. I would 
not have any nian believe, that I defend the 
Caufe of Religion alone, for from Attempts likq 
thefe fpring all the Difquiets and Inconveniencies 
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of Humane Life. The Laws of our Forefathef s 
honour'd the Veftal Virgins, and the facred Mi- 
iiifters of the Gods with moderate Subfiftence, 
andjuft Privileges^ which for many Ages con- 
tinued inviolate, till the rime of a Company of 
degenerate Bankers, who diverted the Mainte- 
nance of holy Chaftiry to the Reward of bale 
and fcrvile Flatterers. But vvhat was the Confe- 
quence ? Public Famine, while the fickly Harveft 
m every Province deludes our hopes of Relief. 
Nor can we affign this Dearth to the Sterility 
of the Ground, the Blafting of the Winds, the 
Btars, Cankers in Trees, or Tares in our Com •, 
but This Sacrilege alone cohfum'd the Products 
of the year : For it was but juft that all (hou'd 
want thatj, which was deny d to Religion. If 
\yecan parallel this great Famine with any Ex- 
ample, then let us attribute it to the commqii 
Caufes of Nature, and the Accidents of the 
j^ear. The People were again reduced to their 
primitive Food of Acorns' and Berries of the 
Woods. ' Had Qur Aiiceltours ever any fuch Ca- 
lamity, while the public Honour fed and main- 
tained the Minifters (tf Religion ? When did they 
Ihake the Oak, or tear up the Roots of Herts 
for Food ? When were all our Provinces infafB- 
cient to fupplyus with* Bread, while it was not 
deny'd the facred Virgins > For the Food of the 
Priefthoocl nourifh'd the Produft of the Earth, 
fo that it was rather a Remedy, than a Bounty. 
Can any man 4oubt but that was given to all for 
their fakesj^ vyhen all want it finfce they are de- 
prived of it. Sbme may perhaps reply, that 'tis 
the Public Money is deny'd to b^r the: ^ 
Expericfis of a contrary Religion ^ far be that 
pernicious Notion ffoni a good Prince, to thini? 
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that Particular Donations to particular Ufes be* 
long \i all to the Imperial Kevenue. You go- 
vern all, but preferve every Man his Rights 
and Jufiice is more prevalent with you, than an 
arbitrary Licentioufnefs. Confult your own hSks 
of Mapificence, and then confider whether you 
vw)u^d be fatisfy'd, that thofe Gifts you have 
beftow'd to particular ends, (hou'd by being part 
of the Public Revenue be liable to be perverted 
to another ufe by your Succeflbrs. Thofe Do- 
hatiQns, that are once made to the Honor of 
the City ceafe to be any longer in the power 
of the Donor, and that which was at firft a Fa- 
vour, by prelcription of Time becomes a Debf:. 
Let your Clemency view the fecret Supports of 
all Se£^s with an inbpartial Eye, and elpecLstUj 
that to which your Anceftors ow'd their Am- 
fianc^ and which defends you, and is followed 
fcy us. We petition for that Form of Reli^OQ, 
which preferv^d the Empire of your lacred Fa- 
ther, and' fupply'd that fortunate Prince with a 
Lavtrful IITue. Behold that God looks down 
from his Starry Palace , views the Tears dF 
the Priefts, and thinks himfelf blam'd for the Vio- 
lation of that Cuftom, which he willingly pre- 
ierv'd. CoyreO: that evil Counfel, that was 
given your lacred Brother, and which he knew 
not fo difpleafing to the Senate j for 'tis evideqt 
their Mcuengers were deny'd Admiffion to him, 
that he might be deprived of the Knowledge of 
the Public Decree. And 'tis but a juft honour 
you pay the former Age in revoking that which 
We can prove was no tree A9: of the Prince. 

LETTER 
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St. AmbrofeV Anfipcr Addrefs'd to the Em^ 
per our Valentinian, containing a fidl Vin^^ 
dicatipn of the Chrijiian Religion. 



AT the Time that the Noble Symachus^ 
Governour of Bjome^ made his Adrefles to 
your Clemency for the Reftoration of the Altar 
of Viftory, which had been taken out of the 
Senate Hoofe, and that you (yet in the very No- 
Vicefliip of your Youth, tho robuft and old in 
the Virtue of Faith) rejefted the Petition of the 
Gentiles^ I, as foon, as I had any knowledge 
of the Attempt, oflFer'd you a fmall Paper of 
what I then thought fit to fay on that SubjeQ: ( 
at that Junfture, and demanded a Copy of his , 
Letter. Wherefore I fend this Anfwer to it, ( 
not out of anv DiflBdence of your Faith, but 
out of a provident Caution, certain of a pious 
and jufi: examination \ only defiring, that you 
wou^ have more Regard to the Force of the 
Thing, than to the Elegance of the Language 5 
for the Tongue of the learned and wife Man (accor- 
ding to the divine Scriptures) is Gold, which in- 
rich'd with pompous Words, and exulting in a 
fort of dazling Force of a brillant Eloquence, 
blinds the Eyes of the Mind with the Appearance 
of Beauty, But if we examine the Gold, we 
fhall find, that the Value is from the outfide 
Stamp, within 'tis nothing but common Metal. 
I befeech you but to weigh well and examine 
theSeft of the Gentiles, and youUl find that their 

Boafts 
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Boafts and Pretences are noifie and fpecious^ 
but what they defend is abominable : In Woids 
they talk oT God, but it is the Idol they adore. 
Three things I find the illufirious Govemouc 
Symachns has proposM, ,which he thought fo- 
lid and unanfwerable* ift. That Rome demands 
the Relticution of her Ancient Rites and Reli- 
gion. 2dly. That the Revenues of their Priefts, 
and Veftal Virgins be allow'd therti •, and 
gdly. That the depriving the Priefts df their Bene- 
fices had produced the Public Famine. In the 
iirft Propomion he introduces Rome in a pityi^ 
manner complaining, and begging the Reftoratioi) 
of her former Worlhip, and Ceremonies 5 thofe, 
Oie fays, drove Hannibal firom her Walls^ and the 
Senones from her Capitol ^^ but while fhd thQs 
extols the Power of ner Religion, fhe betrays its 
Weakneis ^ for Hannibal zccoxdis^ to this was a 
long time an over Match for the Roman Gods, 
and fpight of- them brought Rre and 5w(»d to 
the very Walls of Rome. How cou'd thi^ fuflfer 
themlelves to b^ cooped up within their Walls, 
for whom the Arms of the Gods we<e zealoufly 
employed > I knownot what to fay of thQ Senonesy 
who had been too hard for the Romans had not 
the fearful Geefe betray'd them, when they enter'd 
the Capitol it felf. Think but what glorious Prb- 
te£tors the Roman Temples boaft of 5 where then 
was Jupiter > Was it he that fpoke in theGeefe? 
But I have no great need to deny that the Roman 
Riles fought for Rome ^ for Hannibal YJ0x{h\^^6^ 
the very lame Gods. Let them therefore choofe 
which they pleafe •, if the Gods overcame in the 
1^07nan Caufe, they were beat in the Carthagim-- 
an^ and lb vice verja.* No more therefore of 
unjuft Complaints of the Roman People j they 
' . ' never 



w LETTERS 1^/ 

never gave any Authority for fuch a Petiti- 
on^ and Rome AdielTes her lelf toyou in a 
much dlflFerent Manner. Why (fays the) do you 
to no purpofe daily imbrue me with the Blood 
of innocent Cartel ? the Trophies of ViSiory 
are won by the Courage of the Warriours, not 
the Fibres of Beafts •, 'twas by another fort of 
Difciplin^ that I vanquifti'd the World ; 
The V^our of Camillus drove thofe Gauls away 
whom the Gods had fufFer'd to Lord it. in the 
City. Scipiq Africanm found Viftory in the 
miii of JdannihaH Army, not among the Altars 
oY the . Capitol. Tq what purpole do you 
produce examples of Antiquity? I abomuiatc 
the I^eligipn. of 'Nero. What (hall I fay of the 
Monthly Empprprs, and of thofe, whofe Reign 
began and en^ded almoft on the iame day ? Or 
perhaps you'll urge, that the Inundations of Bar- 
barians are what is new and without Precedent. 
What np^ I anfwer by the Inftances of Valeri- 
enus sind Cyalllenus^ no Chriji'ian Emperors •, the 
iirft of Mfhich was held in Captivi^, and un- 
der the latter the whole Empire was enflav'd > 
But thofe Ceremonies, that promised them V ivo- 
ries dec^iv'd them ! Had' not they the Altar of 
Viftory ? I repent, my Errours , and my aged 
Cheeks glow with fhame for my Miftake. I have 
no Reafon to blufli to be converted, with the reft 
of the World, fince there is no time too late 
to improve our Knowledge. And that old Age 
has more reafon to blulh , that, is incapable 
of Amendment, for it 15 npt the Ripenefs of 
Years but Manners that demands our Commen- 
dation J nor is it any Infamy to change for the 
Petter, before which I had nothing common with 
the^ Barbarians but my Ignorance of God. Your 
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Sacrifices, and Rites are to be fprinkled with the 

Blood of CatteL Why feek you in the Entrails 

of dead Beafts for the Voice of God > Approach ye^ 

and learn on Earth the Warfare of Heaven, Here 

we live, but 'tis for Heaven we wan Let God 

himfelf that formed all things teach me himfelf^ 

not Man who knows not his own Bemg. Whom 

(hou'd I rather believe concerning the Nature of 

God, than God himfelf? With what Aflurance can 

you defire me to pin my Faith on your Sleeve^ 

who confefs your Ignorance of what you wor- 

(hip ? You lay. That one Road is not/ujficient u 

bring us tofo great a Secret *, but we know, that 

by the Voice of God, which you are ienorant 

of •, and we are informed ofi that by the Wifdom, 

and Verity of God, which you enquire after by 

blind Conjectures. You and we do not at all a- 

^ree, you feek Peace for your Gods from the 

emperors •, we feek it- for the Emperors from 

) Chriji. You adore the Works ot your own 

^ Hands, we think it an Injury to Reafon to think 

I any thing, that can be made, a God : Nor will 

/ God be worfhip*d in Stocks and Stones •, an Ab* 

\ furdity fo grofs, that ev'n your own Philofophers 

J have laugh'd at it. But if you deny Chrift to 

be God becaufe you do not believe Ws Death, 

(for vou are ignorant, that this Death was of 

the Flefti, and not of the Divinity, which he 

underwent that none that believ'd in him (hou'd 

dye) What can be more imprudent, than you, 

who contumelioufly worfliip, and difhonorably 

derogate from him? For you believe your God 

to be Wood. Oh! (hameful Worfliip! And 

^ you cannot believe that Chrift cou'd die. Oh 

honorable Obftinacy! Thus you choofe rather to 

believe in a God that never had Life, than in 

him 
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him whofe Divinity never fuflFefd death. But 
he inlifts, that the ancient Altars (hou'd be re- 
fior'd to the Idols^ and their old Ornaments to 
the Temples : But are thefe Demands made to a 
Prmce of their own Superftition ? No. Yet a 
Cbriftidn Emperour knows no Honour due to 
any Altars Imt thofe of Cbrift. How ! (hall they 
compel the pious Hand, and faithful Lips to 
mmifter to their profane Sacrileges? Let the 
Voice of our Emperour found only Chrift, and 
fyeak only for him, that emplovs the Sentimients 
of his Mind, for the Heart oj the King k in 
the Hani of the Lord. Did any of the Hea- 
then Emperors fet up an Altar to Chrift ? While 
th^ demand the Reftitution of what once they 
poffels'd, they put us in mind, by their own Ex- 
ample how great a Deference and Refpe£b thef 
Chriftian Emperours ought to pay to the Reli- 
gion, they follow, when we find, that the Hea^ 
then made all things fubmit to dieirs. We be^ 
gan, let them follow. We glory in the Blood, 
we (hed for our Religion, they are difturb'd at 
the lols of their Riches. We lookt on our Suf- 
ferings as a Viftory, they on theirs as an Injury. 
They never did us greater Service, than when 
they commanded the Chrijiians to be lafh'd, pro- 
fcrib'd, and put to death, and Religion made 
that a Reward, which Infidelity meant, as a 
Punifliment. See our Magnanimity ! we enaeafe 
our Belief by Injuries, Poverty, and Punifhment ^ 
but they think their Ceremonies cannot laft when 
their Profits are taken away. Let the Veftal 
Virgins (fays Symachus) have their Immuni- 
ties^ this they urge, becaufe they do not know / 
how to believe, that there can be a Chaftity with- ^ 
out profpeO; of Intereft^ and therefore they 

, incite 
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incite that by Rewards, which they defpair of 
ftom Virtue. But how great is the Numbet 
of thofe Virgins, that thefe proniis'd Rewards 
have made ! Scarce Seven Veftals : Behold the 
mighty Number ! fo many Ornaments of Perfoo, 
Pomp of Retinue, vaft Privileges, extravagant 
Revenues, have prefs'd, and that only for a li- 
mited Time, That is not Chafticy *, that is pur* 
c^s^d with Money, nor that Integrity, whica is 
bought for a time with a Pric^ as at an AuCtiom 
The firft Viftory of Chaftity is to conouer the 
defire of Wealth, becaufe a luft of dam is a 
temptation to Model^. But let us fuppofe, that 
Supplies of Largeffesmou'd be given the Virgins; 
what Rewards mall the Chriman Virgms have > 
and what Exchequer will be able to furnifh fo 
great an Expence > But if they think none but 
the Veftal Virgins (hou'd enjoy this Benefit; 
liire they might allow us to fhare with them 
V under a Chrijftian Prince, who engrois'd all to 
/ tibemfelves in the Times of Paganifin. But the 
^ Remonftrance goes farther, they complam, that 
i the Public Provifions are deny'd their rriefts and 
( Minifters : And here how he launches out into an 
iOcean of Words ! But on the contrary, by new 
Laws our Priefthood too is deny'd the Benefit of 
hereditary Succeflion, and yet not one of us com- 
plains 5 nor do we think it any Injury, bccaule 
to we look on it as no Lofs. If a Prielt aims at the 
^ Privilege of being exempt from all publick Em- 
ployments, he obtains it with the furrender of all 
his Paternal Rights, and of his whole Pofleflions, 
What loud Complaints wou'd the Gentiles make 
if their Priefts were to purchafe their Office 
:^",with the lols of their whole Patrimony? and 
' ^'^that a private Perfon fliou'd at the expence of 

all 
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all manhfcr of Profit and Advantage, buy a ca- 
pacity to devote himfelf to the Public Service^ 
comrotting themfelves with the Reward of Do- 
meftic Want; while they watch for the commoiit 
Safety^ becaufe thfey make not Sale of their ^i- 
niftty, but purchafe Grace ? Let liS ttiake a Com- 
parifon betwixt the two Caufes. You Wou'd esc- 
empt your Senatorial Priefis, when it is not lawRil 
for the Church to exempt her holy Minifters. 
The Priefts of your Temples may make their 
Wills, and receive Legacies •, nor is there any fa 
profene, of fp low a Condition, fb proftitilte id 
Modefty, that wants this Privilege • the CLctgy 
alone are barr'd from this common Right, who 
alone undertake , and offbr the common Vows 
for all, yet can accept any Legacy or Donation 
whatever. And where there is no exception tcf 
be made againft the Manners and Probity of the 
Perfon, his very OflSce is a fufficient Caufe of thd 
Penalty, Shou'd a Chriftian Widow bequeath any 
Legacy to the Priefts of a Heathen Tfemple , it 
Hands good in Law i but if Ihe bequeath an/ 
thing to the Minifters of God, it is null and void; 
This I have mentioned, not, as by complaint, but 
to (hew them what it is, that we do not com- 
plain of', for I had much rather we (hou'd be 
inferior in Money, than Grace. Bur they may 
reply, that whatever has been given, or left to* 
the Church, has not been violated. Let them 
alfo tell us, who has roKd their Temples of 
their Donations, which hjs been done to the 
Chriftians > and if this were done to the Gen- 
tiles, it wou'd not be offering but returning an In- 
jury. What ? do they now at laft lay their Claims 
to Juftice, and now, after all this time, deniar^i 
Equity ? Where were theft Pretences when cort^ 
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braiy to Law, Juftice and Equity, they rifl'd 
the Chriftians of all their Goods, and having envy'd 
them the very Breath of Life, deny'd them the 
common Benefit of Burial > while thole Bodies 
the Gentiles have thrown into the Sea , the ' 
Wavei have return'd to the Shoar? To hear 
them now condemn the Aftions of their An- 
ceftours is a Triumph and Viftory of Faith. 
How then can they defire the Donations of 
thofe, whofe Anions they condemn? But no 
body has deprived the Temples of their Donati- 
ons, or the Southfayers pf their Legacies, on- 
ly the Farms and Poffeffions being taken away,- 
l)ecaufe they made not a Religious ufe, of what 
they pretended to ihelter under the Rights of 
Religioa Why fliou'd not thofe, who make 
ufe of our Example , do , as we do ? The 
Church has no proper Poffeffions but Ez/>ft, 
that is the Returns^ that the Fruit (he gathers. 
The Poffeffions of the Church defray the Ex- 
pcnces of the Poor; Let the Temples call up 
what Slaves they have redeemed, what Food 
they have given to the Poor, and what Subfi- 
ftance they have fupply'd to the Banifli'd, and 
they will find Nothing at the foot of the Ac- 
count , that will juftifie their poffeffing thole 
Farms, which for this defett are feiz'd but no 
Rights violated. Behold that difmal Deed, that 
cou'd not be expiated without a publick Fa- 
mine^ fince that; which was the Prielts Advan- 
tage was fubfervient to the Publick Intereff. 
And for this therdfore they tell us that Men 
are forced td refrelh and moiften their languifti- 
iog Mouths with the wretched Juice of the 
l^arks of Trees, and compelled again to fly to 
Woods for the fad Repaft of Bcafts, the Chao/iian 
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Acorns to appeafe their miferable Famine •, that 
is to £iy, the^ were Prodigies new and unheard of, 
while Idolatry had poflemon of the whole Earth, 
lo (hort when before did the Earth deceive the 
hopes and toils of the Husbandman ? And whence 
had the Grecians their Oracles from their Oaks, 
if they had not thought that Silvan food a Re- 
inedy, and fupply conveyed to them by a heaven- 
ly Gift 5 for fuch they efteem the Gifts of thcu: 
Gods ? Who but the Heathen people ador'd the 
Dodonean Trees, when they paid Honours to the 
melancholly Food of the faaed Grove ? It is by 
no means likely that theu: Gods (hou'd fend that 
in their wrath for a Punilhment, which they us'd 
to beftow, as a Benefit when they were pleas'd. 
But where is the Equity of the Gojls, that fhou*d 
deny food to all men in their Refentment for its 
being deny'd to a few Priefts ? The Punifliment 
bears no proportion to the OflFence. It is not 
therefore a fufficient Caufe to blaft the expe£led 
Crop in Harveft, and bring fo great an evil on 
irifhing Mankind. But long before, this the 
ighcs of the Temples, had in every part of the 
World been invaded, and feiz'd on 5 and did it 
never enter into the Heads of the Gentile's Gods, 
till juit now, to revenge the Affront ? And has the 
Jiile^ that patiently bore the infults offered its 
own Priefts, now fo far efpous'd the Quarrel of 
thofe of this City, as ro refufe to fend down its 
Waters to fruftifie the Egyptian Plains, for their 
fakes > But granting this , How comes it, that 
thofe Gods, who were fo fevere in revenging the'm- 
felves the laft Year for this Indignity, have fuffer'd 
theiTilelves to be contemn'd this Year ? For now 
the Country people have no recourfe to Trees ot 
Hedges ior lublittance, but the plentiful Crop 
: o'er- 
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Verpays the Plowman's Labour, and the Earth 
makes Returns; with an Intereft beyond expefta- 
tion. Who therefore is there fo much a Stranger 
to thefe viciflitudes' of humane Affairs, as to be. 
furpriz'd at the Changes of Seafons, and the Pro- 
duas of the Year? But 'tis wdl known, that even 
that very Year, inftanc'd wmi fo riiuch force, 
there was fufficient Plenty in feveral Provinces. 
Both the Gauls abounded ^ the 'Pannonians befides 
wtuit they had for their own ufe, exported great 
Quantities 5 and the fruitftilnefs of Rhatia felt the 
Injuries it brought upon her ^ forlofing that Bar- 
'rennefe, in which (he was once fecure, her Abun- 
dance drew her Enemies upon her. Liguria and 
the Venetian Grounds Wanted not their Au- 
tumn Grains. Whence it appears, that the very 
Year objefted, was Hot every where made barren 
for the pretended Sacrilege, and the next a- 
bounded in the Fruit of Faith. They alfo tell us 
that the Vintage was no better, tha» the Harveft, 
but the Barrennefs of both, that Year, was the 
taufe of our Plenty in both this. . The laft Topic 
yet remains, and that of the greateft Confequence 
O Emperors ! Whether, or no you ought to reftore 
thofe Revenues, which have been beneficial to 
you ? His Words are, 10 Vthey defend^ and are 
venerated by US. This is what I cannot bear, 
O moft faithful Princes ! For they upbraid you 
that they fupplicate their Gods in your Name, 
and taking your fufferance for confent commit the 
moft abominable Sacrilege, without your Com- 
mand. Let their Gods keep their affiftance to 
themfelves, and, help if they can their Devotes, 
and defend their Rights. For if they cannot help 
their Worfhippers, how can they defend you, 
that pay 'em no Adoration ? But j fays he, we ought 
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to preferve the Rites of our Forefathers. What 
when all things are mcnded^and improv'd by time ? 
Did not tlie World it felf, which in its Infancy 
either form'd an infirm Orb, out of the coalition 
of the Seeds, and Particles of the Elements in 
the vaft expanfe, or elfe in a primitive Chaos and 
Confufion^ rude and honible yet under an indi- 
gefted Cloud of Obfcurity and Darknels, did 
nor, I fay, this World receive afterwards a beauti- 
ful Form, diftinguifh'd into Heavens, Earth, Sea, 
and Land ? The Earth juft divefted of its damp 
and humid Darknefs, beheld, with wonder and fur- 
prize, the Sun. The Day fliines not out at its firft 
appearance, but its encreafe of Light and Heat 
rifes from its length and continuance. The Moon 
it felf (by which the Prophets decipher the 
Church) in its Monthly Revolutions, finds its be- 
ginnings obicur'd with Darknefs : by degrees fil- 
ling up its Horns of Light it (hines at laft in its ^ 
full Glory. iHusbandry was unknown to the firft 
People of the Worlds but when once the Hus- 
bandman begins his Empire o're the Fields, and to 
cloath the uncouth Hills with Vines, foften'd by 
the civilities of a domettick Life, Men put off 
the Ferocity of the Woods and Wilds their for- 
mer Habitations. The Infancy of the year re- 
ceives the Seed, the Spring fucceeds, with its 
tranfitory Flowers, but it is the latter end, that 
turnilhes with the Produ£t and Fruit of all the 
relr. i\nd Man himielf in his Infancy has the 
iniperfcft thoughts and apprehenfion of Children, 
which we throw off, as Years and Experience im- 
prove our Underftanding. Let them therefore 
siFerr, that every thing ought to have continued . 
in its primiiive State, and that the Light of the ^ 
Sundilpleales them becaufe the World was firlt 

in 
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in Darknefs. But how much better is the Light 
of the Mind, than that of the Body, and how 
preferable the Rays of Faith to the Beams .of the 
Sun > The Ways therefore of the Worlds like all 
things elfe, have alter'd to make way for the ve- 
nerable old Age of hoary Faith. Thofe that dif 
like this let them condemn the Harveft becaufe it 
i$ ripe no fooner^ let them condemn the Vintage 
becaufe in the Clofe of the Year.^ let them rejeO: 
.the Olire becaufe 'tis the lateft of Fruits ! Thus 
.our Harveft is the Faith of Souls. The Vintage 
of the Church is the Grace of Good Works, 
which in the beginning of the World flourifh'd 
in the Saints, but in the lattar end diflPus'd it felf 
among the People, that Men might obferve, that 
the Faith of Chrift ftole not on the Minds of the 
Ignorant. For without an Enemy there is no 
Crown of Viftory ^ but that opinion which pre- 
vaird before being now exploded, 'tis with Ju- 
ftice we prefer the Truth. But if her- ancient 
Rites were fo facred how came this very Rome to 
admit fo many Foreign ? I pafs over the cove- 
ring the Ground with its price, and the Shepherds 
Hovels ftiining in degenerate Gold : But (to come 
to what they ftand on) what was the Reafon 
you receiv'^d the Gods of the vanquifh'd Coun- 
tries , and their Ceremonies into your Reli- 
gion ? Whence that Example of Cybe/e's wafhing 
her Chariot in the difTembled Waters of AImo/2 ? 
Whence came the 'Phrygian Prophets , and the 
Deity oi Carthage zlsNzys invidious to i\\t Romans ^ 
Her, whom ±e Africans call Coeleftial, the Fer- 
fians Mithra^ and moft adore under the Name of 
Venus ^ diflFering only in Name not in the ObjeO: 
of Worfhip ? Thus they have made a Goddefs of 
Viftory, which is a Gift not a Power ^ 'tis beftow'd, 
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but governs not : 'Tis the Favour of the Legions, 
not the Power of Religion. She muft indeed be 
a great Goddefs, who owes her felf to the nume- 
roufnefs of the Army, or to the Event of Battel, 
The Altar of this imaginary Goddefs is what 
they contend for the erefting in the Senate-Houfe, 
that is in the place where many Chriftians meet 
together : They celebrate their Sacrifices on Al- 
tars in all their Temples, even on the Altar in thq 
Temple of Viaories (fince they have fuch a fancy 
for Pluralitys) what therefore is it but a defign to 
infult the Faith, to ftand fo much on this one Al- 
tar ? Is it to be born ? Is it to be fuflFer'd, that the 
Chriftians fliou'd be oblig'd to be prefent at the 
Genti/esSamfices} Let the fmoak,lays he, ofiend 
their Eyes, the Afhes their Mouths , the Incenfe 
their Noftrils, the Symphony their tars ^ let thq 
Sparkles fly from our Altars into their averted Fa^ 
ces, fo they be prefent. Do the Gentiles think, that 
they have not Images enough, when their Baths, 
their Portico's, and their Streets are full of them ? 
But muft this commonCouncil of hoxhGenti/esznA 
Chrijiians be confin'd to a fingularity of Worihip ? 
Shall the pious part of the Senate be bound by 
the voices of thofe, that invocate their Gods > 
pblig'd by the Oaths of the Idolaters > If they re- 
prove them and refufe compliance, they feem to 
utter a Fiftion and betray their Worftiip^ if they 
acquiefce, to acknowledge the Sacrilege. Where, 
lays he, Jhall we /wear toyour Words ^ and to your 
J^aws ? What then does your Will (which is con- 
tain'd in your Laws) coUeO: by the Ceremonies 
of the Gentiles the SuflFrages , and bmd the Faith 
jior only of the Prefent but Abfent ? What more 
remains, O Emperours! Your Faith is driven 
away, for if you command you compel The 
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Etnperour Conftantius^ of Auguft Memory, be- 
fore he*was admitted to the Sacred My fierier i6f 
Cbriftianity^ cou'd not but think himfelf poUuted 
if he beheld that Altar there. He commanded 
it to be remov'd, but he never commanded it to 
be reftor'd. That carries the Authority of Faft, 
and not this of Precept. You are the Heads and 
Direftors of the Meeting of the Senate, for you 
they afiemble , to you they offer their Confcicn- 
ces not to the Gods of the Gentiles, and you they 

f refer to all things, but their Faith. That is the 
,ove, that is to be defir'd, that the Love better, 
than Empke, when the Faith, that prefer ves that 
Empire is fecnre from Infults and Danger. But 
fome perhaps may be mov'd to fte that moft faith- 
ful Prince fo forlaken and forlorn, as if the Me- 
rits of our prefent Aftions were to be judg'^dby 
the Accidents of frail and tranfitory Life ! But 
what wife Man is there that does not know, that 
humane affairs, are fet on a Bowl, or Globe as it 
were^ and perpetually fubjeft to various and con- 
trary SuccdTes and Viciffitudes. What mote for- 
tunate Man have the Roman Temples fent abroad, 
than Tompey > Yet he after three Triumphs over 
the feveral Parts of the World, is routed in Bat- 
tel, and flying from the Wars, periOi'd by the 
H^nd of an M^ptian Eunuch. What nobler 
Prince has the Eaftern Nations given us, than 
Cyrus King of Verfia > Yet he after he had fub- 
du'd all the Princes,that oppos'd him,fell a Viftim 
to a Woman's Sword, and being dead was a Jeft 
to a Woman's Refentment, his Head being cut 
off, and thrown into a Tub full of Blood by her 
Command. Thus in the narrow circuit of Life 
how far are the Succefles from being the fame, 
nay hovv very different and contrary do we find 
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them ? Is there any Man, that Hiftory can furnKh 
us with, that was more devoted to the Sacrifices, 
than Uamilcar Genial of tjie Carthaginians, i 
Who applying himfelf to Sacrificing to the Gods 
all the while of Battel, and finding his Vi£HxB5 
did him no good , but, that his; Army was rout- 
ed, threw himfelf into that Fire, which he was 
nourifliing for the Gods, at leaft to extinguifh 
with his Blood thofe Flames, that had been fo in- 
efficacious in bis Caufe. What (hou'd \ inftance 
the Emperour Julian^ whofe unlucky credulity 
in the Southfayer's Promifes deprived him of the 
Power of returning ? In the like Cafe therefore 
there is not the like OflPence^ for our Promiles 
have deluded no Man. I have reply'd to the in- 
, Jurious, as if not injured •, for I aim'd more at the 
.confuting th^ Mattpr of Faft alledg'd, than con- 
founding the Superftition. ^nd \ti this their un- 
fair Relation giye yqu, Emperour*^! a greater 
caution for the future how you aedit what thqy 
itellyou. For v^ben he had. divided the forego- 
ing Princes into two, he draws this Confequence 
from the firft Divifion, following their Anceftors 
Rites, and the Second's permiffion ^ If the jR^//- 
gion of the Antients makes no Example^ let the 
permijjive dijjimuiation of the Moderns : He evir 
dently demonftrates what you owe to your Faith, 
jiot to follow the Example of Gentiles Rites, 
and to Piety not tq refcind your Brotl^er's Sta* 
^utes- . 
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LETTER in. 

Auguftus Coefar to the Married Men ef 
Rome. J» Commendation of their Con' 
dition. 



TH E fmalnefe of your Number in propor- 
tion to the vaft Extent of our City, and * 
the abundance of Criminab of the contrary Per- 
fuafion gives you a juft Title to my Love, my 
Thanks and my Applaule-, for Singularity ca 
Virtue amidft a multitude of Ofienders, raifes 
the Value of the Merit, and makes the Perfbn 
ib much the more Illuftrious. You only have 
had Regard to my Decrcfft, you onljr • have ta- ^ 
ken care to replenifh ycmr Country with People^ 
therefore to you alone will Poftetity be iqdebted 
for the Roman Empire's not being' left a Prey 
to the next Invader. On your rrinciple our 
firft Founders made Rome to excel all other 
Nations ^ for they not only regarded the Virtue 
of its Inhabitants , but likewife their Num- 
ber. A Roman Life falls fliort of the Divine 
only in its Duration, biit you by following this 
Example of your Forefathers, make us to lofe. 
the fated Mortality of our Kind, • by giving us 
a fort of Eternity in pur Children. ^ TI^us with- 
out doubt you comply with the Aim and Intenti- 
on of that firfi and Greateft Being, who form'd 
ns all, and who having divided Mankind into two 
fpecies Male and female^ gave to each a mutual 
pnd ardent Defire of Reunion , and moreover 
blefs'd that Union vyith a Fertility, to which we 
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owe that Immortality in our Race, which Fate 
has deny'd to our Perfons. Nay if I may build 
an Argument; of the excellency of Marriage, on 
our traditional Theology, this State has had its 
Charms even for the Gods themfelves^ who (land- 
ing in no need of our Helps for the perpetui^ of 
their Bemgs, have neverthelefs made ufe of tnem 
to give a ftrong Proof of the Natural .Excellence 
and Pleafure of a Conjugal Propagation. Imita- 
ting therefore thus the Gods ^and your Foi»&tfaers, 
. you will receive from your Ponerity, diat Ho- 
nour and that Deference, you now pay to your 
iProgenipr^ fince they wul have from you an 
Empke^ wi^h the fanie Ornaments your Fordk- 
liiers delivered it to you^ I wou'd fain hear from 
thefe Marriage-Haters but a fhadow of a Reafon, 
why I (hou'd not prcmojvice a Modeft Wife the 
greatefi; of Humane BldSngs, and moft noble of 
our Delires* She is the Safety of that Houfe,whole 
ASaxxs (he adminifters. She is the tender and 
jcareful Nurfe of yqur Children. She is the Joy 
pf your Health, and your Cure and ReUd* 
in Sicknels ^ the Partner of your Good Fortune^j 
and Comfort in your Bad. She fooths and breaks 
ihe headlong Violence of Youth ^ and tempers 
the morofe Aufterity of Old Age. Will any of- 
fer to perfuade us, that the Production and Educa- 
tion oi Children^ which are the very Images of our 
Bodies, and Piaures of our Minds, and in whom 
W9 fee, as it were, our very felves born agaiq 
anew, affords not a Delight fincere to the laft 
degree ? Or that it is no fatisfaftion, when we 
come to obey the Laws of Fate, to lee a Son of 
our owmto whom we can bequeath thofe Honours, 
and Pofleffions of .pur Families, which we received 
from pux Pi^ren^s ? I have here only touched at 

fome 



#i&^ ANTIENTS. vf 

fome of the private Benefits of a Marry'd Life, 
which however are no±ing in cpmparifon of 
thofe, the Public derives from it 5 to which all 
good Men are accufiom'd to Sacrifice both their 
Mterefis and Inclinations. For what can be of 

? rearer ufe, or more neceflary, than to have the 
ublick fo abound with People, as amply to fuflSce 
either for manuring the Ground, managing of 
Trade, exercifing, as well, as Improving of Arts 
and Sciences in Peace ; and iiirniming fupplies to 
the Wars in the room of thole, that rail either fbc 
the Defence, or Glory of their Country > To this;, 
therrfbre, O Ukn ! (for none but die Marry*4 
can deferve that Name) and Fathers (wMch I 
Stile you, that I may with Juftice and Pleafote 
(hare my Publick Title with yoa) you owe the 
Applaufe, the Honoors, Digmties and Rewards 
J have decreed you, and whence you may derive 
DO finall Profit, and Advantage both for your 
Sdves and your Children. But on the costianr 
the Batchelours (to whom I (hall next defcena) 
\as they fondly deviate firom the Footfieps of their 
Anceftors and yours, fo (hall they find a mudi 
different Fate at my Hands, both in Words and 
Deeds, and this to convince you of the real Pre- 
f^irence I (hall always glveyout Farewel./ 
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LETTER IV. 

The fame to the Roman Batchelours: Recom-^ 
mending Marriage^ and decrying Cteli^ 
bacj.^ 

WRitii^ to you I am not only at a Lofs 
what Title to give you, but alfo jfind in 
my felf diflferent Sentiments ftom thofe I ulually 
have when I fpeak to Romans. As to th^ Firll of 
thefe , I cannot think jit propft to call you Men^ 
fince you givfi no Proofs of your Manhood^ nei- 
ther can I fiile you Citizens, inafmuch as all your 
caodeavours are dire£Uy levelled at the Deftruodon 
of the City : Nor can I name you Romans^ who 
aim at the abolifhing that veiy, Name. And for 
the Second, whereas till now it has always been 
my Defire to Ipeak to full Affemblies oikomans^ 
it extreamly grieves me to think that at prelent 
Fm writing to fo many , who without Rerard 
either to the Providence of the Gods, or Gra- 
titude to the generous Care, their Parents had 
in beftowmg Lif^ on them, have admitted a 
Thought fo pernicious, as that of extinguifhing 
aPofterity conimitted to their Charge by the very 
Breath they receiv'd ftom their Progenitors ^ and 
fo meanly fubjefting their Rgce to Death after a 
manner fo fatal, as mutt immediately fink, ev'n 
the whole Roman l^ame and Glory. For confider, 
I Befeech you, (hould your Example pafs into ^ 
Mode, with the reft of Men, what would become 
of the whole Progeny of Mankind ? And reflefl 
that by being the Source of this Wickednefs, you 
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will affuredly be tliought guilty of univerfd 
Murther : This is the moft you can hope from 
the Succefs of your Folly, for you have Reafbn 
to fear, if none fhould (as no reafonable Man 
will) think you worthy of Imitation, the inevi- 
table Cenfure and Deteftation of all Men ^ and 
furely that muft be an unaccountable Principle, 
that if it pleafes deftroys all^ and if not provokes 
the contempt and Hatred of all the World. 'Tis 
Punifhment not Pardon we give to Robbers^ 
Spoilers of Temples, Murtherers, and fucfa like 
hainous Offenders, and this for the Smgularity 
of their Pra£lice, againft the univerfal Conlent and 
Approbation of the Generality of Mankind. And 
yet Robbery, Sacrilege, Murther, and the reft 
of the horrid Scroll of monfhous Crimes, when 
compared with yours , lofe more,, than half their 
Blacknefs. You are guilty of a kind of Pani- 
cide, in refufing that Being to your Children, 
for which the Laws of Nature and Generation 
call loudly on you. You are guilty of Impiety 
towards your Forefathers, in conlpiring the Abo- 
lition of their Honours, and their Name. You 
are guilty of Sacrilege by robbing the Immor- 
tal Gods (in fuppreffing the Manifeftation of their 
Power in your Race) of their Vi£lim , moft no- 
ble in it felf, and moft agreeable to theip, HU- 
MANE NATURE; and by that one Deed o're- 
throw all their Temples, and all their Altars, 
and utterly diffolve their Cities, which are com- 
pos'd of Men, and not of empty and defolate 
Buildings.. I wou'd have you to refleO:, O Bat- 
chelors ! (if you ever give your felves leave to 
think) whether our great and holy Founder Ro^ 
tnulus will not have abundant Qufe of Indigna- 
tion againft you, when he (hall put your Refo- 

lutions 
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lutionsof Ctelibaqr in balance with his Natitity? 
And what will his Companions ineftablifhing this 
City, think yoil, report of you above, while the 
Native Virgins of Rome are h^lefted by •You, 
They compell'd thofe of a Foreign Nation to 
afford them that Pofterity, they ow'd to Heav'n, 
and themfelves > What they bravely fought to' 
obtain^ youipoorty refiile, tho' peaceably ofiefd 
you by Rome. With what Afiurance can you 
ever think of the Noble Curtius^ who devoted 
his Life to preferve the Wives of the Roman Veo^ 
fie ? How can you refleft on Uerfilia without 
(hame, who following her Daughter to Rome^ here 
kdftituted the iacred Rites and Duties of Marti- 
age > Remember, that as we made ' War upon the 
Sahines for our Wives, lb it was thofe very 
Wives and their Sabine Mothers, that thruft them- 
felves betwixt the two contending Nations, 
calm'd their Rage, and kindly compelrd thetti to 
(heath their Swords, uniting and fixing theM 
by folemn Oaths into one Confederate reople. 
All thefe holy Tyes, all thefe facred Contrafts 
are what you endeavour to confound and diffolve : 
But under what Ipecious Pretext, and for what 
mighty end I would fain know > Why only to 
live like the Veftal Virgins. But liften a while^ 
I befeech you. If you choofe thofe Virgins for 
the Patterns of your Coelibacy, you ought like- 
wife to have their Punifliment on the breach of 
your Chaftity. This Fm perfuaded, you'll cen- 
fure as too fevere a Judgment ^ but you are at the 
iame time to remember that in defperate Cafes 
like this of ours, the Surgeon doubts not to ap- 
ply his Cauftics , when neceflary to the Cure of 
his Patient, and further that it is much againft 
my Will, that I write to you after this manner^ 

where 
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icre the^very motive of my Difcourfe is iflie 
tme I objed againft you. If what I lay of^ 
fends you, continue not in that Pia^lice, which 
provoKes me to deliver my felf in terais fo dit 
agreeable, and be alTur'd that if what I now write 
;ives you any Pain, your A€Hons muft of Necet 
ity give me and all true Romans no iefs. But if 
you are really touch'd with what I fay, repent 
and rather be the Objefts of my Praife, than of 
my Reproach, whofe eafie and gentle Nature you 
have long been acquainted with, and to you I ap«» 

Eeal if I have ever omitted any thing that a juft 
awgiver ought to have remembefd. Noi am 
I the firft that has taken care, that Marriage and 
Procreation of Children fliould not grow into , 
negled:, and difule •, the Bjman Laws were ex- 
treamly cautious of that at the firft Inftitution of 
our Common-wealth ^ and I (hould be too tedi- 
ous and impertinent to fum up all the fever^ 
Laws, that have been fince made by the Senate 
for the fame end. I have indeed augmented the 
Penalty to the difobedient, and encreas'd the Re- 
ward to thofe who comply'd with the Laws, to 
tliat degree, that no Virtue befides has fuch benefi- 
cial motives to engage you to the Propagation 
of your Kind, if all others (hou'd fail. But you, 
unmov'd either by Punifliment or Rewards, pre- 
fume ^ill to purfue the falfe Track of Life, you 
have lohg continued in, and live as if you were 
no part of the Common- wealth. It is not, that 
you are enclin'd to renounce all Commerce with 
Woman kind, but you afTume the fpecious Name 
of Ccelibacy, the more freely to indulge and fol- 
low the dictates of your Lufts •, for 'tis not Co- 
pulation but the Legality of it, that offends you, 
who prefer the lawlefs and deceitful Embraces of 
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3 Harlot to the fincere CarefTes of a modefi: 
Virtuous Wife. I have endeavour'd to 6bv 
all difficulties from what Age and Degree foever^ 
by allowing Virgins in their Bloom to your Em* 
braces, and marrying the Daughters of Freed- 
Men to all but the Patrician Order, that if Love 
or any other ProfpeQ: (hou'd make fuch Matches 
necdBlary they might be juftify'd by Law* You 
that derive your Selves from the old Roman Stock, 
and number amofig your Anceftors, the Valerij^ 
^inSij and Julij^ will you leave the City to the 
^oflTdSion of the Greeks and Barbarians, or (hall 
I fet fiee the Slaves, and call in our Allies to 
fupply us with People, and with that Pofterity 
you refufe to beget ? I am afham'd, I am alham'd 
to think of, and much more to be obliged to write 
what ,1 do. Put therefore, put an end at length 
to this deftruftive Madnefs, which muft of Ne- 
celiity ruin this City, while it damns up all thofe 
Sources of People, that ftiould fupply the Pla- 
ces of thofe, whom both the Wars and DifeafesS 
daily carry off. I wou'd not have any of you to 
think, that I am not fenfible, that Marriage and 
Children have their Difficulties and Inconvenien- 
cies attending them, but then I wou'd have you 
likewife to refleO:, that there is no Good^ that we 
covet, but has its mixture of Difquiet, and that 
the moft and greateft of Benefits are nearly ally'd 
to the moft fenfible and afflifting of Griefs, 
which there is no way of efcaping but by pur- 
fuing no Good at all , fince we can arrive at no 
fincere Virtue or Pleafure without a great deal of 
Pain, and Fatigue both in the Purfuit, the At^ 
tainment, or Prefervation of them. There is no' 
neceffity of giving you the detail of this , whiclf 
wou'd force me on a Prolixity I wou'd avoid ^ 

Grant- 



/A? A N T I E N T S. 33 

Grantilig therefore that Marriage and Children 
bring fome uneafinefles along with them, yet if 
you balance them with the Advantages they af- 
ford, you will find them much more confidera- 
Me both in Number and Neceflity : for bcfides the 
Benefits that arife from the Thing it felf, the Re- 
wards I have proposed by the Laws ( for a very 
fmall part of which many a Man wou'd venture 
his Life) methinks fhould encline you to be 
won over to an Obedience to them 5 For it 
wouM carry the Face ofa peculiar Stupidity, not to 
be gairfd to the Propagation of your Kind, by a 
Motive for the fake of which others wou'd not 
fcruple to embrace the greateft Hazards, ev'n of 
their Lives. I thought my felf oblig'd, my Fel- 
low-Citizens (for by this time I'm confident I 
have perfuaded you to retain and preferve the 
Name of Citizens, of Men, of Romans, and the 
Surname of Fathers) I thought my felf oblig'd, 
f fay, taexpoftulate with you on this Point, and 
that being prevailed on more by Neceflity, than 
Choice imagined you would look on me as anEnemy 

f aided by Hatred to your Perfons, but rather as your 
riend, whofe unfatisfy'd Love will not be con- 
tent till you (hall give it living Copies of your 
Selves in your OfF-fpring, that we may together 
with our Wives and Children, approach the Gods 
from our lawfiil Dwellings replenifh'd with a nu« 
merous Progeny, and all converfe together be- 
ftowing equal Benefits on the Public, and re- 
ceiving equal Advantages from it. How can I 
with ^uftice, difcharge that Truft committed 
to me in my Government, if I perpetually fuffer 
your Numbers to be diminifli'd ? How can I own 
the Name of father^ if I permit you to 
negleft giving Children to the Public ? Where- 

D fore 
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fore if you wou'd have me to believe that yoa 
do really love me, as you have often pre- 
tended^ and that the Title of Ei/fe^r which you 
have beftow'd on, me, was confer'd more out 
of Refpea than Flattery J apply your felves in 
earneft to become Husbands and fathers , that 
you may partake of that Name with me, and I 
bear it with Juftice , and without Blufhes. Be 
advifed, and Farewel. 



LETTER V- 

Seneca to Lucilius , dijjuading him fiom 

Travellingn 

R Amble not from Place to Place ^ fof firft, 
*cis an Argument of Levity to do fo^ no4 
can you ever want Employment, 'till you find 
lio mor^ Errors in your Life , or ceafe to con- 
fider, that the way to fix your Mind is firft to 
fix yoiir Body -, and fecondly, nothing fo ef- 
feftually makes a Cure of any Diftemper , as 
continuing the old Medicines. You fliou'd not 
break your Reft or Retirement , nor renew the 
Remembrance of your Life paft. Suiler yoqy^ 
Eyes to forget the Multiplicity of Objje£ls , that 
fijive entertained them ^ fufFer your tars to be 
i:quainted with Words more found and whole* 
4>m. You can never Travel, but you will meet' 
Yi^ith fome Objeft or other that will a-new ftir 
up your Defires and Paflions. As he who, has 
a mind to cure himfclf of the Paffion of Love^ 
ftiou'd avoid all the Allurements and Counfels of 

his 
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his Miftrefe, for Love of all things rekindles 
with the moft eafe •, f^fhpu'd he that has a mind 
toextinguifli thofe DenreS v^hich once enflam'd 
him, turn his Eyes and Ears abfolutely away from 
thlftgi he pretends to^ forfike. Let hinfi look 
which way be pletffesi,- he will ftiU find fome 
prefent Reward of what he employs himfelf 
about. There is no Eui/ that does not offer its 
Followers fome Wages, as a Recompence for the 
Iniquity. Avarice propofes Wealth , huxutk 
many and various rleafures. Ambit ien Purpfe 
Robes and Applaufe^and from them. Power, with 
all that Power can effeO:. Vice folicits you with 
Bribes, while Virtue offers nothing bur it felf 
Tis the Work of an Age, to fubdue and reduce 
Vices, confirmed and grown ftubborn by a long 
Indulgence : Nor will that fuffice, if we give 
them any Reft and Intervals ^ all our daily 
Watchings and Application being fcarce able U 
bring any one thing to Perfeftion. If you will 
take my Advice, confider, and enure your Mind 
to fueh Thoughts , that you may welcome Death 
when-ever it comes •, or haften it, if the NeceP- 
fity or Convenience of Affairs fo require : Fof 
there is no material Difference whether Death 
comes to us, or we go to it. Rejefl: that vulgar 
Piroverb of every Fool , that V/x beji to dye one*i 
oxfon Death. You may refleO:, That no Man cart 
dye before his Time •, of which, what you leave^ 
16 no moite yours^ but anothers* FareweL 
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LETTER VL 

Tht fame , to the fame 5 inveighing againSt 
the Multiplicih of Boo^s, and the Sopbi-^ 
ftry of fome Pbilofofhers. 

'ILTOU complain, my LucUius^ that where 
JL you are , there is a mighty Scarcity of 
Books. But you ftiou'd confider ^ that it is not 
the Multiplicity, but Goodnefs of that Com- 
modity, which you ought to regards Pemfing 
abundance of Books, 'tis true, gives Pleafurej 
but 'tis a fixt and certain Reading, that affords 
Benefit : For whoever refolves to arrive at any 
particular Place, purfues his Journey thro* one, 
not various Roads ^ for that wouq be not to 
travel, but to wander. You'll fay perhaps, you 
had rather I (hou'd fend you Books, than Advice. ' 
I am ready to fend all I have, and likewife con- 
vey my Self with them to you 5 and had I not 
thought your Bufinefs wou'd befoon finifh'd, I had 
e'er now impos'd this Progrefs on my Old Age j 
nor fhou'd Scylla or Carybdis^ or any other Fabu- 
lous Gulph or Rock have had any Terrors capable 
to hinder my Voyage. I had Iwum to you, if 
need had requir'd, without the help of Shippings 
and fhou'd have thought my Toil fufficiently 
'recompenc'd, cou'd I but have embrac'd you at 
my Landing , and have been a prefent Judge of 
the Improvement of your Mind. But as for your 
Requeft , that I wou'd fend you Books j it will 
no more perfuade me that you are Eloquent, than 
your fending for my Picture wou'd make me 

think 
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think my felf Handfom. I look on thofe De- 
fires , as the EfFeQ: of your Friendfliip , not 
Juc^gmentj or atmoft, of your Judgment in- 
fluenced and irapos'd on by your Friendfliip. But 
leaving others to their Merit in Reading, pray 
reflefl, That I am an Enquirer after Truth, and 
but an Enc^uirer, not Mauer of it ^ yet one that 
with Obftmacy will perfue it. For I have not 
flavifhly followed any one Man, nor diftinguifli'd 
my felr by wearing the Badge of any particular 
Title, I pay a mighty Deference to the Judg- 
ment of all Great Men that have wrote ^ yet 
however, muft be excused, if I ftill allow fome- 
what to my own : For even they have made 
no abfolute Difcoveries, but left us room enough 
for Enquiries ^ tho' perhaps their Difcoveries had 
been of things more neceflary, if they had not 
vainly amus'd themfelves with the rurfuit of 
what was fuperfluous. They trifled away abun- 
dance of Time in cavilling about Words, and 
curious Difquifitions , that might exercile the 
vain Subtilty of their Wit. Firlt, we embarafi 
Words with Difficulties, and ambiguous Mean- 
ings 5 and then fpend our Time to explain them. 
We ought to employ all our Caution , that we 
be not deceived and impos'd upon by Things^ not 
Words. Why d*ye amufe me with your Diltin- 
£lioik of Words, which no body ever miftook, 
but in the Schools ? Things themfelves are apt 
to lead us into Error , thofe therefore wt; 
ought throughly to examine. We embrace Evil 
for Good. Our prefent Wifhes contradiQ: our 
paft ^ our Defigns, our Counfels, and- our Defires 
^re at War with each other. How great a Like- 
nefs bears Flattery to Friendfliip ? It does not 
only imitar^ , but exceed and furmount it ^ we 

D 9 .hearken 
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hearken to it with both our Ears, and fwallow it 
with delight, nay it finks down into our very in^ 
^oott Soul -, pleafing by the very wound it ^ves. 
Inform me how I fhall be able to diftinguifh juft- 
ly betwixt this fair Copy and that bright OriginaL 
1 receive a plaufible Enemy as a Friend : And Vices 
fteal upon us under the Name of Virtues. Rafli- 
neis aifumes the Title of Fortitude ^ Sloth hides 
it felf beneath the fpecious Veil of Moderation 
?nd Temperance ^ and Fear skulks behind the 
name of Caution. And yet if we err in any of 
thefe, we err at the expence of a great deal of 
Danger. Set a certain and diftinguifhing Stamp 
on all thefe, that we may evidently know the 
Counterfeit from the Real But there is no Man 
fo very a Fool, but knows he has not Horns, 
without feeling his Forehead, tho you fhou'd 
^ith all the fubtilty of your Sophiftry endeavour 
to perfuade him he had. Thefe things pleafe 
like the Balls and Cups of a Juggler, in which 
the very deceit affords the delight. The'lame 
tnay be fa id of thofe Tricks of Leger-de-main^ 
for \ can find out no more proper Name to ex- 
prefs your Sophifms^ the Ignorance of which 
hurts no Man, more than their Knowledge bene- 
fits. But if you wou'd tmly diftinguifh betwixt 
and avoid all Ambiguity in Words, teach us this 
LefTon, that he is not happy whom the VulgaPfcall 
fo, who abounds in Wealth, but he whofe hap- 
pinefsis placM in his Mind, lofty and great, tramp- 
ling on rhole things the tbolifh World admires ^ 
who fe;^s no Man with whom he wou'd exchange 
6is condition, who values Man oiily for that hn 
which he is a Man ^ who has no other Miftrefs^ 
oir Teacher, than Nature 5 who conduSs hinrifelf, 
and his Life according to her Laws: whom no 

lOitte 
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force cari rob of flis Treafure j he that caii 
turn Evil into Good \ of Judgment firm, unftiakei^ 
a&d intrepid 5 whom Violence may move, bit 
never difiurb ; whom the mod fh^rp an^ deadly 
Bolts of Fortune may fometimes touch , and 
that but feldom, yet never can wound : But 
from whom the lefler Shafts that beat down the 
reft of Mankind, drop like Hail from the Houfe- 
tops. diflblving without Damage to thofe that 
dwell within. But why do I dwell fo long cm 
this Point, which you your felf call falfeReafoih 
ing and Sophiftry, of which fo many Volumes 
have already been composed ? When our wholie 
Life deceives us , reform that , reduce that to 
Truth , if you are a Man of Penetration. It 
efteems a great many things necejjary^ great patt 
of which are fupetfluou^, and that which is not 
ib, is of no confequence, not at all conducive toi 
Happinefs. For the KeceJJity of any thing con- 
fers not immediately on ic the Quality of Good-^ 
nefs i for we fhou'd proftitute the Name, (hou'd 
we give it to Bread and other Food, that are 
neceffaty to the Support of Life. 'Tis true, what 
is good^ \s necejfary ;, but it does not therefore 
follow, that what is? neceffary^ is good-^ thq^ 
are not convertible Terms, beeaufe fome of the 
moft vile things in Nature are neceflary : But 
no Man can be fo very ignorant of the Dignity 
oi Good^ as to. think any thing perifliable , and 
whole Ufe endures but a Day, can merit that 
Title. What then vvou'd you have me do > Is it 
not better to transfer your Care and Endeavours 
to make it appear to all Men, that they purllie 
faperfluous things at the Expence of abundance 
of Time ^ and that a great part of Mankind pals 
avvay thei? whole Lives, only in providing, an4 

t> 4 heaping 
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heaping up the Neceflaries and Supports of Life^ 
Make a Review of Particulars, and confider the 
Whole. There is no Man's Life which is not 
eraploy'd on to Morrow. ' If you demand the 
Evil of that , I mufl tell you that the Evil is 
infinite, for they never live at prefcnt , their Life 
is in ?offe not Effe^ and the future takes up their 
whole Care for what they will never find a pre- 
fent time to. Enjoy, deferring all things to the 
time to come. Life in fpight of all our Atten-. 
tion and Care makes hafte before us \ but now we 
lagg in the care of Things of no kin to us, it flies 
fwiftly by us, and the laft Day coming clofes 
the Scene , and all our mighty Deiigns periih and 
come to nothing. But not to exceed the bounds 
of a Letter, I (hall defer this difpute , and the 
fubtilty of the DialeSics to another opportunity, 
Farewel. 



LETTER VIL 

J%efame to the f4fne^ Iftfinuating^ that all 
Ages are ^ike Wick?d 3 mtk the natural 
^mijhm^nt of Fife. 

YOU are, my LucUjus^ under a great Miftake 
if you take Luxury, Itpmorality, and the 
pther Vices, yvhich are ufually by Men of every 
Age objefted to the Times they live in, tp be the 
]?rodua only of bur Days. Tfeoie are the dgfefts 
pf Men, pot Times, J^or has there been any 
/ige without its yicfs 5 ^pd if vv? tajie the I^ir 
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berty of cenfhiing the Licentioufnefs of any Age^ 
I am afham'd to tell you that Vice was never 
more bare&c'd and without di%uife, than in the 
Time of Cato. Some may pethaps imagine, that 
Money had a great hand in the uecifion of that 
Caufe where Clodius was accused of a feaet Adul- 
ts with the Wife of Cafar^ violating thofe Sa- 
crifices which they pretend to offer for the Safety 
of the Peoplfs, fo remov'd from all Mankind that 
the very Pi8iures of the Men had a Veil drawn 
over them. Money was given the Judges, 'tis true, 
but that w^s lels infamous than their exa£ling, as 
a farther Bribe, or Salary for their Injuftice, the 
proftitution of Matrons , and of the young No- 
ol^oien of Rome. And here the Crime was a lefs 
Guilt than acquitting the Offender. And he 
that was guilty of Adultery difiributed Adulteries 
among his Judges ^ for till he had rendered them 
as criminal as himfelf, he cou'd have no fecurity 
of his Life. Thus was this caufe manag'd, which 
if for nothing elfe , was at leaft confiderable for 
Cato^% giving Evidence in it. I will give you the 
Words of Gr^r(?,becaufe the Matter of Faa feems 
to tranfgrefs th^ Bounds of Cr^ibility. ^ He fent 
^ for them to him, he negotiated, promised and 
^ brib'd. But now ! ye gracious Gods! What ex* 

* eels of Profligate Wickednefs ! When fome of 

* the Judges were bought off by the Proftitution 

* of leveral Matrons, and young Noblemen of 

* Rome. I have not leifure to complain of the pe- 
cuniary Bribes. The additional Rewards were 
£u: ipore abominable. Wou'd you have the V(^ife 
of that levere and rigid Fellow ? I will procure 
her for you, Or wou'd you have the Wife of 
that Wealthy Citizen ? I will fecure you the En- 
joyment pf ber i w4 when you have once been 

■ ' , • '1 
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guilty of Adultoif, condemn it. That beautiful 
Girl you doat on (hall melt in your Arms 3 1 pro- 
mife you the happy Night with her without De- 
lay, you (hall nnd me exa£lly pun^ual to the 
Minute I appoint. Tis worfe to diftributo and 
procure Adulteries, than to be guilty of 'em but 
once ^ this is to expofe, that to abufe Mens Wives. 
Thefe Judges of C/odius had demanded and ob- 
tained of the Senate, an A8: of Indemnity to beat 
them harmlels, which is only neceflfary where 
they defign to condemn. Which gave occafioil 
to Catullus fo wittily to lay. Why was this Jndem* 
nity demanded of us ? What that your Money and 
Bribes Jhou^d not be taken from you ? But for all 
thefe Jefts, the Adulterer had already evsided 
Piinifhment and Bawding ev'n in the Court, and 
efcap'd his Condemnation with more Wickedrtefi 
and Infamy than he had deferv'd it. Can you ima- 
gine that there can be any thing more corrupt and 
abandoned than thefe, whom neitlier Reifgion, 
nor Law cou'd reftrain > Who in that very Court 
of Judicature, which was convened' out of the 
Ordinary courfe by an Aft or Decree of the Se- 
nate, committed a more heinous Crime, thsrn that 
for which they were thus fummon'd to a! Tfyal of. 
The Caufe and End of the Tryal was to decide 
whether any Man might be fafe attcr he had beeni 
guilty of Adultery > And by the Tryal it appear'^, 
that he cou'd not be fafe but by Adultery. And ' 
this Infamy afted in the very midft of Vdmpey and 
Cdtfar^ of Cicero and Cato •, of Cato who had fuclr 
an awe on the People, that they wou'd not fuflfef 
themfelves before him to demand the Rites of 
f &rj, performed by naked Whores ! Do yoti be^ 
lieve the Eyes of the People of that Age were 
tpore challe and fevere^ than their Judiciar/ 

3entQicQa?^ 
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Sentences? Thefe things have been done and will 
be done again : For the Licentfonfnefs of a City 
may foDDWtimcs by the feverity of Difcipline, and 
Fear be rdftrain'd, but never of its own accord. 
You have therefore no Reafon to think that new 
Loft has a greater dominion, than Law. Our 
Youth are much more modeft than theirs , for 
the Guilty deny'd his Adultery to the Judges, 
while the Judges confefs'd theirs to the Accused, 
When Adukeries were the price of Abfolving the 
Adidterer, when Cloiius is favoured for the fake 
of thofe very Crimes, which made him an Offen- 
der, and to ingratiate himfelf with the Judges, 
$£3ts them ev'n while his Caufe is pleading before 
them. Cou'd any Man believe, that he who 
(hou'd have been eondemn'd for one Crime could 
be acquitted by multiplying the OflFence. All 
Ages can furnifti us with CWi/, but few with 
Qao^s. We eafily Hide down to Vice corrupted 
by Company and Example, nay Vice infinuates it 
fclf even in Solitude, without either Company oi 
Example 5 for we go to it not only down-Hill, 
bat down a Precipice. And that which makes 
moftMen incorrigible is, that tho' the Errors of all 
Arts and Faculties give the Anifts a (hame and 
trouble , yet the Errors of Life produce a plea- 
fure to the Sinner. The Pilot finds no Joy in the 
Wreck of his Ship, nor does the Phyfician rejoice 
at the Death of his Patient, nor the Lawyer in 
the lofs of his Clients Caufe. But on the other 
hand , all the guilty find a pleafure in offending. 
This Man is pleas'd with Adultery, and the dif- 
ficulties he meets with in accomplifhing his de- 
fires whets, nav gives life to his endeavours. 
Another is pleas d with Theft and Circumventing, 
nqr is he diffarisfy'd with the Crime, till the 

Fate, 
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Fate that attends it alarms bitn. This 'tis true 
is the effbS: of an ill Cuftom and Habit. But 
to (hew you there is a fenfe of Good in Mens 
Minds tho' never fo deprav'd , and that that 
Good is not fo unknown as negle3ed , is 
prov'd by all Mens dilguiiing and di|Iembluig 
their Vices ^ for tho' they have met with a 
lucky Event^ yet they make ufe of the Benefit 
of the Sin , and conceal the Crime. But a 
good Cbnfcience loves the Light, and covets 
to ftand the Scrutiny of Mens Enquiries 
while Wickednels is affraid ev'n in its Refuge, 
Obfcurity. The very Shades that hide it give 
it a fear of Difcovery. Epicurus therefore has 
well obferv'd, that the uuilty may happen to 
conceal their Qimes, but can never have a 
confidence ev'n in that Concealment. Or if 
you will render it better, thus •, The Criminals 
nave no Advantage from the Concealment of 
their Offences, becaufe if they have the means 
to conceal them, they have no truft in thofe 
Means; Which is, that the Wicked may be 
lafe , but can never think themfelves fe- 
cure. I can't believe this has any Oppofition 
to our Seft •, becaufe the firft and greateft pu* 
nifhment of the Offender is to have been guil* 
ty 5 nor is there any Sin , however decked, 
adorn'd and defended by the Gift of Fortune 
that efcapes its Puniftiment, becaufe Wicked- 
nefs finds that even in it felf. And yet thefe 
are perfu'd with a Second Punifliment, and 
that is always fearing, to be apprehenfive apd 
miiftruftful of their Security. I difagree with 
Epicurus where he fays, that there is nothine 
Juft by Nature, and that we are to avoid 

Crimes, becaufe we canaot avoid Fear, But 
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in this we agree, that evil Deeds afe perpetu- 
ally fcourg'd by the Confcience , and that its 
neateft Torment is that continual Fear and 
Solicitude, that haunts, prefies on and lalhes 
it, that cannot confide m the Sureties of it; 
Security. And this is the Argument of Eplcu- 
rut^ that we have by Nature an Abhonence 
of Sin , becaufe no Man ev'n in the higbeft 
Safety is void of Fear 5 Fortune delivers many 
from Punifliment, but None from Fear. The 
lealbn is, becaule we have fixM in us an Aver- 
fion to what Nature Condemns ^ and hence it 
orbceeds that the Guilty can have no Confi- 
aence in their Concealment ev'n while they are 
ConceaVd, becaufe Confcience accufes and ex- 
pofes them to themfelves. Timidity is proper 
to the Guilty 5 for we were in but an ill 
condition , from thofe Criminals that efcape the 
Eye of the Judge , the^ Edge of the Law^ 
and the Funifhments eftablifh'd, if Nature haa 
not fix'd a weighty and prefent Revenge, and 
that Fear fought not the Seat of Execution. 
Faiewel. 
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LETTER Vin. 

Tie faM$e ^ U the fame ^ excUimmg agaifiit 

Oi Fdudmfs of Lift. 

THese's not a Day, my Luci/iusi^ not even aa 
Hour, but demonftrates to us what Nptbwgi 
we are-, and hf fome frefh Ai^gument admoiilfiiea 
ihofe thai have forgot tfaeix own Frailty, whe^ 
it obliges, them to turn their Eyes towards .Oj^^^ 
i^ho wou!d flietcb their Thoughts forward tcv 
Eternity. Pethaps you'll ask^ what I aim at b^ 
tlus iblemn Beginning. You were acquainted 
with Semcio Cornelius^ a Roman Knight, magnu 
fiosnt aqd friend]^. He had from finaU Begin*" 
nings, advanced. hSnfelf to a Figure in the W(S4 
and baving[^ gain'd that Point, had an ealf 
greenfwordWay to whatever elle he had a mind 
to pferfue^ for Dignity admits an eafier Enaeaft^ 
than Beginning : Money too, when a Man is 
juft creeping out of Poverty , makes but flow 
Advances.^But 5^wa^, even inObfcurity,was Ma- 
tter of no fmall Wealth , which he raised by two 
very efficacious Means, that is , the Arts of Get- 
ting and Saving ^ either of which is fufficient to 
make any Man Rich.* This frugal parfimonious 
Gentleman , who was not left careful of his 
Body than Eftate, coming , as he us'd to do , to 
fee me in the Morning 5 and after he had the 
whole Day, and part of the Night fat with his 
Sick Friend, whofe Life was almoft defpair'd o^ 
and juft made a hearty Supper^ was fuddenly, 
fnatch'd away by bafly and unforefeen Death* 
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He, whofe Induftry had omitted dq kind of Gain 
that Sea and Land cou'd fupply, was fnatch'd 
away, even in the midft of his Profperity, and 
in a full Tide of his flowing Money. 

Naui plant your Tr^es^ ani ratjge your Springing 
Vines. 

How fond and filly a thing is it then to burthen 
our ielves with fupererogatory Care and Difpo* 
fition of our coming Life ^ which never may be 
oars , while we have not the Command of to 
Morrow ! Oh ! How great a Madnefe is it, to buly 
<?ur felves whh diftant Hopes > 111 buy, 111 build, 
ni put out my Money , Til exaft, m arrive 
at Honours and Dignities^ arid then in a full 
and good Old Age, fit me down and enjoy them. 
Relieve me. even the Fortunate have nothbg 
certain, for^Happinels it felf ftands on a very 
flippej^ Bottom; No Man in Reafon ought to 
promife himfelf any thing that is to come *, for 
even what we hold, flips through our Grafp like 
Water \ and. this Margin, this Brink of the World 
we fland on, Chance often undermines, and fends 
us headlong to the dark Regions of Death* 
Time rolls about by a certain, but obfcure Law \ 
and. what Advantage have I , that what is to me 
uncertain^ is fure and .fixt to Nature } We propole 
tp our felves long Sea- Voyages, and after much 
Travel to diflPetent and foreign Coafts , a late 
Return to our own Countnr-, we propofe the 
flow and remote Glories and Rewards of War, the 
future Advantages of Governments, and the Re« 
turns of our Good Offices hereafter, when Death 
all the while flands clofe by our fide-, which be« 
cau^ wei^y^ not our felves time to reflect on, we 

forget 
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forget as foon as the firft Surprize is over, thti 
Examples we meet with of the Mortality of 
o±ers. But what can be more foolifh, than to 
be furpriz'd at an Event of one Day, which may 
happen every Day. Every Man tes his ftated 
and fixt End of Life, but no Man knows how 
near he is to it We ought therefore fo to conduft 
our felves , and regulate our Minds , as if tfcat 
Laft Hour were now at hand. Let us avoid all 
manner of Delays, and every Day even our Ac* 
counts with Life. One of the greateft DefeGis 
of Life is, that 'tis never compleat, but fomtf 
part of it is ftill behind. Whoever fhall fuppofi 
the prefent always the laft Day of his Life, will 
never find his Time lye on his hands , or ftand 
in need of more than that Day aflFords : For out 
of this Want of Time fprhigs Fear , and that 
Avarice of the Future , that gnaws and devours ' 
the Mind. No Condition is more unhappy, 
than a Doubt of what is to come, and whither 
it tends. And the Mind , in its Confiderations 
of how much of Life remains , and what kind 
of Face that Remnant will bear , is tofe'd and 
rack'd with an inexpreffible Concern and Appre- 
henfion. The way to avoid this Toiling, thefe 
tumbling tumultuous Waves ^ is tocoUeft 'Life 
into it felf , and to pare away all that fwells it 
above the Compafs of a Day •, for he is ever In 
Sufpenfe about the future, who is unfuccefiM 
at the prefent. But when a Man coniiders bn 
has already received all that is his Due ^ and 
when the Mind is confirmed in it felf, it knows 
that there is no DifiFerence betwixt a Day, and 
an Age ^ but looks down on all Things and DifS 
that are to come, and refleds on their Series and 
Coulfe of Time, with no fmall Lau^ter : Fof 

how 
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how can the Variety , and fickle Viciflitudes of 
Chance give you any Trouble, if you are ftedfafl: 
in the midft of Uncertainty ? Make hade there- 
fore , my Luci/ius , make bafte to live ^ and 
^imapne, that every Day is a New Life/ 'That 
Man muft reft in a happy and wife Security, who 
dius brings himfelf to believe, that he ev'ry Day 
enjoys his whole Life/ Whoever lives on Hopes, 
mes his prefentTimej wnile Avarice, and the 
moft wretched Source of all Evil, the Fear of 
Death, fucceeds. Hence fprang tbatbafe and un- 
manly Wi(h of Mecanoi ^ who refused not the 
Daa«p<dnefs of extream Old Age, Deformity, nor 
fliarpeft Racks themfelves^ for hat he might in tho 
midlt of thefe be fufFer'd to prolong his Life, 

Give me trembling Hands and Feet^ 
Knees at dijiance^ Toes that meet j 
Build a Mountain on my Bach , 
Give me ratling Teeth that a'ke ^ 
Give what Malice elfe can give^ 
All is vuell^ if I but live : 
Give but hife^ 1 nothing lofe ^ 
JEi;';? on a Crofs^ I Life voou'd choofe. 

He wifli'd for things, that muft.have made him 
moft miierable if he had obtain'd them ^ and 
begg'd Life, ev'n by prolonging his Puniftraenr. 
He muft be a moft contemptible Wretch fure, 
that cou'd defire to live upon the Gallows^ 
^ Bur, lays he, take, take away my Strength, 
^* my Forc^, my Vigour , provided you let me 
^ breath , tbo' in a broken and ufelefs Body. 
** MiQiape me, if you pleafe , into any Mon^ 
*^ ftrous Form , let but this Monftcr have more 
** Xvm ad(icd t;o his Infamy ; Pierce my Hands^ 

5 r^oa 
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" and fix me on a Crofs , fenfible of all Pain •, 
" p'^ovid^d Life but continue. Is it fo valuable 
a thing khen, to bear upon his Wounds, to fup- 
porc ihc Weighr of his extended Body, if he 
can but delay, and put farther off, . that which 
of all Evils ts certainly infinitely the beft, the 
End of Punilhment > Is the meet having Life 
and Motion, a thing of that ineftimable Valuei 
as to outweigh all thefe Inconveniences , all 
thefe Mifeiics ? What cou'd any Man wifli to 
a Wretch in thefe miferable Circumftances, but 
propitious Gods, and a Ipeedy Paffage ? What 
can that Infamy of thofe tffenriinate Verfes mean ? 
What thofe wretched Conditions of Agreement of 
a Mad-Man's Fear > What fo bafe and mean a Beg* 
ging for Life ? V/ou'd any Man believe this Perfbn 
had been acquainted with, much lefs read Virgil -^ 

Is then to dye , an Evil thought fo great ? 

He begs the utmoft of Miferies, anddefires Life to 
be continued, and f upported by thofe very things^ 
which it is the laft, and molt infupportable Shock 
to undergo. But for what Benefit, what Advan^ 
tage ? Only to live longer in the Perfeftion of 
Wieichednefs. But what is the Life he feeksj; 
but to be long a dying, Cou'd one imagine acgr? 
Man cou'd be found, that Ihou'd prefer a loogf, 
a lingrirg and piecemeal Death to a fpeedy oiakl 
a Death all at once > Yes , there is One, who: 
amidlt fo many Caufes to defire Death, wou'd- 
prolong his Life, ev'n on the Gibbet, opprefeW 
with fo many Torments, Deny now that Death? 
is a Benefi: of Nature 5 for there are thofe who 
wou'd make yet a more infamous Bargain for Life ^ 
they wQu'd betray their Friends, proftitute their*' 

Wives, 



/>5^ ANTIENTS. 51 

Wives, their Children, or commit any other 
moft abominable Crime, to lengthen their Lives 
under all this Guilt. You muft diveft yoi-r ielf 
of all Fondnefs of Life, and learn , thar chere 
is no Difference in the Time of Sufferings vvnat 
yon muft once undergo. Dsfirc rather co live 
well, than long, FareweL 



L E T T E R. IX. 

T^ fame^ to the fame ; defcribtng the Villa 
of Scipio Africanus 5 together with a 
Comparifon between the Luxury of NeroV 
Time , and the Manners of ScipioV. 

I Write to you now from the Villa of Scipio 
. Africanus^ where I at prefent am, and have 
worfhip'4 ^^^ Manes^ and his Altar ^ both which 
I refpeo: as the Monuments of fo great a Man. I 
am perfuaded his Soul is returned to Heaven, 
whence iirft it came : Not becaufe he was 
Le^er of great Armies, ( for the mad Cambyfes 
was the fame, and even fuccefsful in all his 
Rafhnefs) but for his vaft Moderation, his Tem- 
perance, his Piety «, more confpicuous and admi- 
raWe in his leaving , than defending his Country. 
There was a Neceffity, that either Liberty or 
Scipto (hou'd quit Kome. " I will not (fays he) 
*^ derogate from the Laws and Conltitution of 
^^ tny Country •, let the LaWs and Rights oiKome 
^^ be open and free to all her Citizens : And 

E 2 '^ then 
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^' then , O my Country ! Enjoy thou the Benefit 
" I hive brought thee, without m© : As I hatvQ 
" given thee Liberty, fo will I be the Example 
v^ and Proof of thy having it. If I aril ^owti 
^- too Great for thy Safety, fof thy Service I dcr 
^ p3»: Irom thee. How can I but admire fuch a 
Gr indeur of Mind ? To eafe Rome of her Fears, 
and rv^move her Dangers, he went into a voluff- 
tary Exile* AflFairs were then in that Pofture, ?hat 
either Scipjo mult 'm]uxQ Liberty ^ox Liberty Scipio-y 
heither of which being fitting and juft, he gave 
way to thti' Laws', and retired to Liter/iim ^ 
thinking his BinKhment as neceflfary to the 
Commonwealth, as that o^ IlanriibaL I fiirvCT'd 
jhisri//^, built wiih fqirare Scone, and furronnded 
with a W4II; I view'd the Groves and Towers, 
planted and erected on each lide^ a capacKMis 
Ciiiern and BaiSn for Water, was below^ the ttoufe 
and Gardens, large enough tofuppl/ a whole Ar- 
my^ nbxrafmallBith,and that fbme thing d«*sk5{^ 
forNour Anceftors thought a Bach cou'd never be 
*i'arm and light/ It was a very fenfible Pleafufe, 
to confider the Manners of Scipio wiih ours.- In 
this little Hole, this Corner, did that Terror-x>f 
Carthage^ he to vuhom alone Rome ow'd her Bot 
being taken a fecond time, wifh and refrefh him- 
felf, after he had been tir'd with his Coumjy- 
T5il5^ fbr)he us'd rhe Country-Exercifcs , \^^ 
Ploughed his Ground himlelf, as the Antf€ht$ 
^ere wont to do/ Beneath this humble Roof ^he 
^ood, and this plain unartful Floor fuppoit^ 
HiW. Who now In our Days, wou'd endure' lb 
mean a Bath > Every Man now thinks hitSiTelf 
poor, if thq Walls of his Bath fhine not with 
iafjge Orbs of Rrecious Stoues i unlefs thft 
''^''- •"'•■ ' ' ^ ' ' Alexan: 



Afekaniria;i Marble be embofs'd, cruftetl o^er^ 
and vary'd with 'Numidian PorderingSi unlcfs 
they are covered all over With Mofaic Work 3 
iiF the vaulted Roof be not. all belec with 
Looking-GIafs -, unlqfs the Thufiax Stone ^ for- 
merly fo rare , and only . to be found in fome 
particular Temple , or Public Building , line 
the Ciftern, into which he defcends afrei; 
his Sweating , Without Soul or Lif;5 , if the 
Water pours not on him from Silver-Conduirs. 
tfpeak only now of the Pipes and Baths of the 
Yulgar i but what" (hall I fay, when I come to 
thofe of the f reed-Men? How many Sra- 
tjies are there ? How many Rows of Pillars 
Supporting no Weight, but plac'd there meerly 

>r the fake of the Expence and Ornament ? 

tow many Cafcades of Water, that tumble 
with broken Murmurs down feveral Stfps or 
Falls. We are arrived to that Degree pf Luxury^ 
-that we difdain to tread on .any thing,, but 
^[emtns and Precious Stones. The obfcure Light 
caters thefe Baths of Sciph^ by little Chinks 
rather than Windows, made in the Stone- W:all, 
ib as not to weaken the Building : But now 
thev call thofe Baths Beetles- Nefts^. that ate noi: 
■ Louc ib open , as on all fides to admit the Sun 
ID its Meridian-altitudes , at Windows fpacious as 
magnificent s unlefs firom their Seats they can 
ihrvey the Fields and Seas. ^The New In- 
dentions of Luxury , throw the Old into the 
^lunber of things antiquated and out of fafhion. 
Formerly there were but a few Baths ^ and thofe 
plain, , and without Ornament. For why fhou'd 
thofe things afFe6t Ornament which wer^ in- 
"* foicwnmonUfe,andnot forPleafure? The 

E ? Antienc^ 
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Antients had no Water pour'd on thetn, nor frefh 
running Streams, as if they rofe from hot Springs. 
Nor did they think it of any Confequence , in 
what Water they made themfelves clean. But, 
you cannot imagin with what Pleafure I entered 
thefe obfcure Baths, ceil'd over with a vulgar Plai- 
ftring •, and which you muft know, was tempered 
by the Hands of Cato^ Fabius Maximus^ or one 
of the Cornelii^ in their Mdiljhips : For formerly, 
the Mdih of the greateft Quality performed that 
Office , by entring thofe Places of Public Re-- 
ception of the People^ and examining the 
Water, that it was of a ufeful and wholefom 
Temperature -, not fo hot as this Modern Inven- 
tion * makes it , where there is no difference 
between the Heat of the Baths , and that of a 
boiling Furnace. And now it wou'd, to a rea- 
fo lable Man feem a Punifhment, to walh a con- 
demned Criminal in. How rude and unpolifti'd 
will fome of our Times think Scipio^ that he 
let not the Day into his Sweating-Room by large 
Windows •, that he was not boifd in the Eye of 
the' Sun, and had not a Profpeft round him, 
while he fate fweating in his Bath ? Alas! 
poor Soul, he kneyv not how to live ! He was 
not wafh'd in purifi'd Water •, nay when it rain'd; 
perhaps in what was muddy. Nor indeed had 
he much reafon to. be concerned how he was 
wafh'd ^ fince he came thither to cleanfe himfelf 
after his Toils , and linfe off the Sweat , not 
Ointments. I envy not Sciplo^ wou'd fome of us 
fay^ he was truly an Exile, who was bath'd 
after fo wretched a manner ^ but much more 
wou'd rhey idy, if they knew that he bath'd not 
every Day : For if we believe thofe that have 

tranf- 
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tranfmitted down to us the Cuftoms and Man- 
ners of our Anceftors , they wafh'd only- ' their 
Legs ai^ Arms every Day, which by Labour 
had contrasted Dirt, but their whole Bodies 
ouly. every Ninth or Market-Day. Here per- 
haps fome may refleO: , that they were ex- 
tream nafty, and without the help of Perfumes, 
Ointments, and Sweet-Waters , muft needs 
finell rank of the Camp , the Field , or the 
mec* Man. But after thefe neat beautify'd 
Bachs were invented. Me.! had more ingrate- 
fal 9 as well as unnatural Scents about them ^ 
which Horace , defcribing a Fop and Effemi- 
nat^ Fellow, hints at, when he fays, 

Vajlillos ViujUlus olet^ Gorgonlus Uircum. 

Of Goats Gorgonim ftinks , Rufillus of Per- 
fumes. 

If I have renew'd too many Melancholy Thoughts 
in you , by what I have faid concerning the 
degpncrate Luxury of our Age , you muft attri- 
bute it to the Villa oiScipio^ where now I am. 
Fazewel. 
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The fame to the fame^ concermng his Jour^ 
ney from Bai^ to Naples , mth Its con* 
fequences. 

REturning from Baid to Naples^ 1 eafily to 
avoid the Sea, beliv'd that the Seafon and 
Storms forbid our Voyage^ and yet the Roads 
Were fo dirty all the Way, that I might very well 
be faid to have gone by Water. All that Day I 
was oblig'd to undergo the Wreftlers Fate, firft to 
be anointed with the Dirt, and then be Iprinkl'd 
with Duft in the KeopoUtan hollow Way •, thati 
which Prifon nothing fure can be longer or more 
dark j but were there any Avenues for the Light, 
certainly th'e vea'y Duft wou'd deprive the Travel- 
ler of it, which being troublefome enough in an 
open Road, what think you muft it be there, 
where it has no way of driving with the Wind, 
but rolls round in Circles on thofe vyho raife it > 
We the fame Day and in the fame Road, under- 
went contrary Misfortunes, that is both the Dirt 
and the Duft. Yet this very Darknefs offered me 
fome Matter of Thought. I found my Mind 
(hook in a particular manner, and a Change with- 
in me without any mixture of Fear, proceeding' 
from the Novelty and Filthinefs of the Place. 
What I fay now I fpeak not of my felf, who am 
fo far from Perfeftion, that I approach not near 
that of a Man of moderate Excellence, but of 
One over whom Fortune can claim no Sovereign- 
ty *, for fuch a Man (hall change his Colour, and 
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have his Mind afFe£led with an involuntary Con* 
cem. For there are fome things, my iMcilius^ 
that BO Virtue can avoid ^ Nature puts him in 
Mind of its Mortality. You may find Grief in 
his Countenance, Fright atfuddain and unexpea- 
ed Accidents and Palenefs if he caft but his £ye$ 
down a Precipice of vaft profundity. Nor is 
this Fear but a Natural effba, that cannot be 
vanquifli'd by Reafon. By the iame Rule there 
are ibme of the highefl Bravery, who are ready 
and forward to let out their own Blood, that can- 
not fee that of another. Some faint at the hand- 
ling a frefh' Wound, and fome at the digefted 
Matter of one which is old. Some can receive 
a Sword in them with more eafe than behold it. 
I found therefore, as I was laying, a Change not 
Concerrt within my felf fii the midft of this dark 
and difmal PafTage, as well as an unbidden and 
fuddain Alacrity at the return of the Lights 
which led me to the refleftion of the Vanity of • 
fearing one thing more than another, when the 
fame is the End of all things. For what figni- 
fies it to the Sentinel, whether he be crufh'd to 
Pieces by the fall of a Mountain or that of a 
Tower ? N othing at all. Yet are there many Men 
that havig a dread of one, and not the le2^ of the 
other, tho' equally Mortal. So that Fear re- 
gards more the Efficient, than the EfFeft. Now 
perhaps you'll think I mean the Stoics^ who fan- 
cy that the Soul of a Man that is crufh'd to death 
by a great Weight, can't pafs out together, but is 
diffipated into feveral rarticles for want of z, 
free Exit. Thofe who are of this Opinion feem 
to me in an Error : For as the Flame cannot be 
opprefs'd and crulh'd, for it flies round the 
Weight that preiTes it, as the Air is not hurt nor 
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why ffiou'd I not bcliev^e my/elf alone and only 
by my felf when none is by but my Friend ? There 
are a fort of Men, who tell every one they meet 
what only their Friend (hou'd know, and unload 
themfelves of every thing that troubles them to 
any one that will give them the hearing ^ others 
on the contrary are fo tenacious of what they 
efteem a Secret, that they will not entruft any 
Man with it tho never fo intimate and dear to 
them J nay as I may fay. if they cou'd poffibly 
avoid it, wou'd not confiae it even to themfelves* 
But neither of thefe are worthy Imitation : For 
the &ult is as great to truft none as to trull all i 
iTho this I think the more generous Error, that 
the more fafe. Thus thofe who are never at reft 
arid thofe who are never in Aflion are equally re- 
prehenlible, for that love of Tumult and Hurry. 
js not Induftry, but the bufie aftion or roving of 
^ diftemper'd Mind •, nor is that Reft or Sedate- 
nefi which thinks all Motion Pain, but a nerveleis 
Dilfolution and a languid Sloth. Fix therefore 
in your Mind this Sentence of Fomponius^ 
^ Some have fo entirely withdrawn themfelves 
"into Shades and Retirement, that they thitdc 
^ every thing the Light beholds tumultuous ^ 
**buc Aftion and Reft are to be mingled to- 
^gether, and Ad:ion muft fucceed Reft, and 
^'ReftAfltion. Confult Nature, and you'U find 
(he has taught you by pointing to the Dav, and 
.the Night, which diverfity (he has made tor diy 
Hxamplei F^areweL 
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fU fame to the fame:, of Ufi^ an4 the 
true Value and Menfuration of it. 

I Found not that Juftice and Equity in your 
Letter about the Death of Jnetronaites the 
Philofophe^ which us'd to abound in You, to aJl 
Perfons, and in all Things^ except in. this, whet© 
indeed all Men fall. I have known many jufi 
to Men, none to the Gods. We daily chide out 
Fate, complajning that this Man is fnatch'd awajr^ 
before he has run half his Courfe i that anothet 
is fufier'd to live too long ^ that Old Age^ that 
is burchenfbm to it felf and others , mou'd 
be of fo long a Duration , &c. Which, thmk 
you, is nK^H lequifite and jufi; , that you (hoa'd 
obey Nature , or Nature you ? What %nifies 
it to you, how fopn you go that Journey, which 
you midl once go > We are not to be ToU- 
citous of long Life, but that we may live while 
we live. The Duration of Life we owe to Fate, 
the life of it to our own Minds. Life is long, 
if it be corapleat ^ and it is compleat, vohen the 
Mini is Matter of it ielf , and renders its own 
Good to it. What Advantage has Fourlcore 
Years been to him , who has thrown them away 
in a flothful Stupidity ! He can't be faid to have 
liv'd, but to have loirer'd, or faunter'd about ifl 
Life-, nor that his Death was late, but long, 
Jle liv'd , you fay , Fourfcore Years ^ and yet 
there's not a Day of thofe Years, from whence 
you may not begin to reckon hi$ Death. Here's 
anotl^^ ^ho is taken aWay in an early and 
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unripe Age •, but has perform'd the Duty of a 
rood Citizen, a good Friend , and a good Son. 
[e was aftive in all Particulars, deficient in 
uone •, fo that tho' he was not old, his Life was 
perfe£^ and compleat. The other you fay lived 
Fourfcore Years •, that is, he had a Being Four- 
fcore Years ^ which is more properly phras'd ; 
unlefs you wouM fay, he liv'd as Trees do. I 
b« you 5 my Luci/ius^ to meafure your Life b? 
Aftion, not Years. Shall 1 (hew you the Dif- 
ference betwixt this Drone, over whofe Head fb 
Siany ufelefs Years have pafs'd •, and the vigorous 
robufl; Contemner of Fortune , that has pafs'd 
thro' all the Stages, and performed all rhe Duties 
of Life ? This laft furvives his Death, the for- 
mer dies even before it. That Man therefore is 
worthy our Praife and Imitation, who makes a 
juft Ufe of thofe Days , be they never fo few, 
which Nature and Fortune have lenj^him. For 
he.law things in a true Lights he was not one 
of the Vulgar, and truly lived with Vigour ^ 
fottietimes in the Sun fliine of Profperity, fome- 
times under the Clouds of Malicious Fortune. 
To what purpofe fliou'd you ask how many Years 
he liv'd, fince he liv'd to Pofterity, he leap'd 
over the oblivious Gulph of Death, and delivered 
himfelf to a perpetual Memory. Conclude not 
fiom hence, that I wou'd refufe the Acceffion 
of more Years to my Life : I only urge. That if 
they are cut fhorter , there has beeq no Time 
wanting to a Happy Life : For I conduQ: not my 
fclf by a View of the utmoft Day which ava- 
ricious Hope wou'd promife me^ but I have al- 
ways look'd on theprefent Hour to be my laft. To 
what Purpofe do you ask me when I was Born ? 
I can't be reckoned among the Young , I have 
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had my Time already. As a little Man may be 
perfed as a larger, fo may a (hort Life be 
compleat as a longer. Age is what depends on 
thmgs without me •, for how long I live, depends 
on fomething foreign -, but how long I am a 
Good Man, depends on my felf alone. I wotfd 
not pafs my Days in an inglorious and vulgfir 
' Obfcurity : I wou'd be aftive in Life , walk 
thiough its Path and Mazes, not be carry'd. 
You ask me, What is the greateft Extent of the 
Life of Man ? I anfwer , To live to arrive at 
Wifdom •, and whoever reaches that , has at- 
tained the greateft, if not longeft Pomt of Life. 
He may with Affurance boaft, and give the Gods 
Thanks ^ and, attribute his Being in fome meafurc 
to himfelf and Nature, as well as them. This 
he may juftly do, becaufe he has improved that 
Life they gave him , and returned it better than 
he received it^ having left behind him an Exam- 
ple of a Good Man, and given fuflScient Proofs of 
his good Qualities and Excellence : In fb much, 
that if Fate ^ad thought fit to have added any 
more Years to his Life , they had afluredly been 
of a Piece with the former. While we live, we 
enjoy out Thoughts and Contemplations on all 
things. We know from whence the prmcipal, 
and fupreme Nature raifes it felf; how he dif- 
pofes the Oeconomy of the World , by what 
Viciffitudes and Changes renews the Year, how 
he has fhut up all Things that ever had a Being, 
and made Himfelf his own End and Aim. We 
know the Stars move by their own proper Im- 
pulfe, that notliing but the Earth is fix'd and 
motionlefs, and that all things elfe run round 
with .a continued Velocity. We know how the 
Sun ]i)r€jflfes the Mpon , arid why the flower 
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Motion leaves behind it the more nimble ^ as like**^ 
wife tow it receives and lofes its Light ; What 
Caufe brings Night upon us, and afterwards re- 
ftores the Day. Thither we muft go, where we 
can have a much nearer View of all thefe things. 
Nor does this Hope, lays this Wife-Man, give 
tne greater Courage to depart this Life, becaufe 
1 think Death opens the Road to come to my 
Gods : I ddire to be admitted, and I am akeady 
antK>ngthem*, for I have fentmjrSoul and Mind 
to them, as they have done theirs to me. But 
fuppofe that after Life nothing at all remains 
of^Man , that his Soul dies with his Body ^ I 
have the fame Courage and undaunted Spirit, 
even if Death were to put an entire End to my 
whole Being. He liv'd not fo long as he might 
by the Courfe of Nature , yet was his Life like 
a Ihort but curious Pocfn, full of Matter and 
InftruCUonj while fome Mens long Lives are 
like the voluminous Annals of Tamufius^ tedious 
and contemptible •, abounding with Words, but 
defeOiive of Matter. Do you think him that 
dies on the laft Day of his Office, more happy 
than him that is cut off in the middle of it > 
The Space of our going before our Fellows, is 
but fhort -, for Death drives his Triumphant 
Chariot over all •, and he that dies to day, follows 
but him that dy'd yefterday. 'Tis but a Trifle 
we make all this ado about : For what lignifies 
it, how long you avoid that, which you cannot 
always avoid? Farewel 
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LETTER XIII. 

The fame ^ to the fame ^ about Ingratitndey 

the Duty of Obliging Men , the Nature 

and Duty of Gratitude , and Returns for 
Benefits^ 

YO U complain , you have met with an 
ungrateful Man ^ if this be the fir ft time, 
you are exceedingly obliged either to Fortune, 
your own Care, or Caution. Yet Diligence and 
Warinefs in things of this Nature avail nothing, 
unlefs it be to pervert your Virtue, and advance 
your Avarice : For to avoid this Danger, you 
muft do no Service to any body, and fo, that 
your Benefits may not perifh in another's, you 
let them do fo in your own Hands. 'Tis better 
they fhou'd have no grateful Returns, than be not 
at all beftow'd. Tho^the Harveft be bad, the Huf- 
bandman fows again •, and oftentimes the Ferti- 
lity of one Year , pays him for the Loffes of 
many.To'find out one Grateful Man, is worth the 
trying of many ungrateful. No Man is fo fure and 
infallible in diftributing his Favours, but that hq 
will be often deceived : We wander, that we may 
at laft find a Place to fix on. We venture to Sea 
again , tho' we have already been fhipwreckM ^ 
nor does the Ufurer leave off putting out his 
Money, for one Broken Debtor. Life wou'd 
foon degenerate into Sloth , if we fhou'd avoid 
every thing that does not pleafe us. And 'tis 
my Opinion , that this Difappointment (hou'd 
heighteti aux Bounty ; For we ought to make 
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many Experiments, whofe Events are uncertain, 
foj one fuccefstul Enquiry. But of this., I have 
treairl jt large, inniy Book of BENEFITS. 
I think I ought rather to inquire here, what is 
not there fuffidently difculs'd^ and that is. 
Whether or no a N|an who' injures us afterwards, 
cancels oar OMigations for former Favours 5 nay 
make it, that the Injury he has done extremely 
exceeds the Benefits he beftow'd. If you require 
the juft Sentence of a fevere Judge, he will 
acquit one tor ibe lake of the other-, and will 
tell you, that tho' the Injury be the greater, yet 
mutt it yield to the Benefit : What the Injury 
exceeds in , is to be laid to ^the Priority of the 
Benefit. But then again, we muft inquire, how 
Willingly he obliged, and how much againft his 
Will he injur'd you^ becaufe Benefits and 
Obligations, as well as Injuries, are more to be 
weigb'd by the Intention , than EfFe8:. Pethaps 
the tavour was granted unwillingly , either out 
of Shame , Hope , or the Importunity of the 
3uitor. The Returns of Benefits, are in the fame 
Degree as they were beftow'd •, arid they are not 
m^^aiurd by their Quantity, but the' Quality of 
the Intention that bettovv'd them. But removing 
all th s Uncertainty ^ that was a real Benefit, and all 
of this that exceeds the Benefit, is an Imury : 
But a Good Man will circumfcribe himfelf in 
thefe Matters, nor take in all the Latitude that 

. perhaps Juftice will allow ^ he will add tq the 
penetn , and leflen the Injury. But were I a 
more moderate Judge, as I wou'd be, I (hou'd 
yeniember the Benefit, and forget the Injury, 
yhis at leiaft is agreeable to Juftice, to give every 
one hi§ due Thanks to the Benefit, and a like 
Injury to the Injury ^ or at ieaft , Ill-will : But 
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this will only hold, when the Benefit is done by 
one, and the Injury by another ^ tor the Injury 
of a Benefdftor, is to be loft in the Benefit : For 
whomfoever we ought to forgive without any 

Srevious Merit , we certainly ought by a much 
longer Tye, more than barely to pardon for an 
Injury, But I give not each its due Value : I have a 
far greater Regard to a Benefit , than an In- 
jury, All Men do not know how to return an 
Obligation ^ That only belongs to the Wife : For 
tho'a Fool may,whileyet the Benefit is frefh, aim 
at fbrae fort of Return-, yet will he be out, 
either in the Proportion, Time, or Place. A 
Wife Man will examin all things with himf^lf ; 
the Magnitude of the Benefit, the Perfon that 
beftow'd it, the Time, the Place, the Mannen 
We deny therefore that any but a Wile Man, can 
either make a jutt Return to, or beftow a Benefit ^ 
for he is more pleas'd with what he gives, 
than another with what he receives. This, to 
fome, may feem a Paradox •, and they may ask 
me. Whether or no any knows how to be gratejul^ 
hut a Wife Man ? That is as much as to fay. 
Whether none elfe knows how to anfwer a Debt 
to his Creditor, or pay for what he buys. To 
avoid the Reflexion,- I affirm no more than 
what Epicurus has done before me : And Me^ 
trodorus exprefly has it. That a Wife Man only 
knows how to be grateful : The fame Sur- 
prize and Wonder may follow the Airertion^ 
rhat none but a Wife Man can love , or be a 
friend* But Gratitude, and paying Mutual Be- 
nefits, is apart of Love and Friendihip-, nay 
the Duty of Gratitude reaches more than either 
Love or true Friendftiip. Thus too will chey 
wonder to hear, That Faith and Truft are to be 
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put in none but a Wife Man : For can he 
have any Faith or Fidelity, who is ignorant in 
the very Ljws of Gratitude ? Let them therer 
fore no more accufe us of boafting things beyond 
Credibility , and know ^ that the Vulgar have 
only the Images and Shadows of Honour, whil^ 
Wife Men alone poifefs its Subftance. Tho^ 
none but a Wife Man k:now§ the Laws of Gra- 
titude, yet let the Ignorant, to the beft of their 
Knowledge, be grateful 5 and let then| rather 
want the Knowledge , than the Will -, Tor the 
latter cannot be either acquired or learn'd. The 
Wife Man will compare all things with each 
pther ^ for the fame Benefit is improved or lef- 
fen'd, in reference to its Time, Caufe and Place. 
It may happen, that Twenty f^ounds given oppor- 
tunely, may be more beneficial than as many 
flundreds at another time : For there is a great 
deal in it, whether you have given as a Prefent, 
or fupply'd your Friend in time of Trouble and 
Kecefluy. The Confequences of a Gift ^ ai;e 
often vaftly more confiderable than the Gift it 
ielf, But to avoid being thrown on what we 
have already fufficiently examined 5 in this De- 
cifion, betwixt an Inj\iry and a Benefit, aGpod 
Man will consider the Equity of the Caufe, and 
yet will incline more to the Benefit thah the 
Injury. The Perfpn alfo , in things of this Na- 
ture, is of no fmall Confequence^ fpr perhaps 
you haye oblig'd me in ray Servant, but injured 
me in my Father^ you have preferv'd my Son, 
yet deprived me of a Parent. After this manner 
he will purfue all the juft Means and Heads of 
Diftinftion in this Affair ; and if the Difference 
be nor great , he will fink it ^ nay where the 
Injury exceeds, if it can be remitted without 
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bffendiDg cither Faith, Religidn, br Pieity, he 
will do it. The Sum of the Matter is, he'll be 
eafy in balancing the Account , and ftill adjudge 
thehardeft Part to himfelf 5 likevvife be extremely 
unv^illirig to acquit himfelf of a Benefit , by 
oppofing it to an Injury* To this he'll inclinei 
ib far i is to wifti that Gratitude was due, 
and accordingly defire to (he\v it : For tb^it 
Man is in a great Error , who is more pleased 
to receive, than return a Favour. By how much 
more joyfully we pay than borrow, with fo much 
greater Pleafure (hou'd we difeharge thei 
JJebt of a Benefit, than receive a greater Obliga* 
tiod. In this alfo are the Ungrateful deceiv'd^ 
Who think they fhou'd pay Excorfion to theif 
Creditors, but no Intereft to their Benefaftors; 
Yet the Delay of the Repayment , increafes the 
, Debt 5 and the longei: it be before you pay, th6 

Seatet will be the Sum you muft pay. He is 
ngratefulj that returns a Favour without Ufury % 
which ought to fall into the Confideration^ 
When we compare our Receipts and Expenees: 
We (hou'd do all things , that cou'd prove and 
advance our Gratitude. This is our own proper 
Good i not like Juftiee reaching to others^ ac- 
cording to the Vulgar Opinion, for the gfeateft 
part of it returns to ic felt No Man ever did 
Service to another, but he therein ferv'd himfelf; 
I mean not here, that his Benefit begets anothef 
to himfelf, by Example 5 but becaufe all Virtue 
has a Reward in it felf 5 for Virtue is not mer* 
cenary, and praftis'd for Gain. The Reward of 
a Good Aftion, is the doing it; I am grateful^ 
not to provoke Benefits from others, by theit 
being WitnefTes of my Gratitude fot {)aft Fi-; 
vours^ but that I m^y have th« Fleafute ot 
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doing a noble and delightful Aftibn. I am grate- 
ful, not becaufe 'tis advantageous 5 but pleafing. 
And to know the Truth of this, I wou'd with 
Satistaftion pafs through Infamy to Honour, if 
I cou'd not be grateful to my Benefaftor with- 
out being in fome fort injurious to another Per- 
fon. I think no Man can give a greater Proof of 
his Lovd to Virtue ^ none is more its Devote, 
than he, that rather than offend his Confcience, 
will forego the Charafter of an Honeft Man. 
For this Keafon, 1 fay, you are grateful more for 
your own fake, than another's. To receive 
what you have beftow'd is a vulgar, and every- 
day 's Advantage •, but to be gratejul^ brings you 
a great and uncommon Happinefs, proceeding 
from a molt Divine State of Mind : For if 
Malice and Vice make a Man miferable, Virtue 
muft needs render him happy. To he grateful^ 
is a Virtue •, and you have by a common Means 
purchased, the Satisfaction of confcious Gratitude^ 
which finds only Place in a Fortunate and Divine 
Soul : On the contrary, whoever is Ungrateful, 
is miferable^ I fay not he will be fo, but is ef- 
feftuatly : Let us therefore for no body's fake 
but our own, avoid being Ungrateful. Very little 
Qt our Vices reaches others, the greateft and 
molt noxious Part goes along with us^ and as 
Attains us'd to fay ,Vice and Malice pour thegreateft 
Part of tht-:r Poifon on themfelves. The Poifon Ser- 
peiKs producejemains innoxious to themfelves,and 
is not like this, which moft afflifts them that breed 
it.The Ungraieful Man tortures and racks himfelf, 
he hvces and extenuates the Benefits beltow'd 
on him, becaufe they muft be returned ^ but 
heightens and magnifies his Injuries. And what 
can be more milerable, than one who forgets his 
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Obligations, and always remembers the Wrongs 
done him > Wifdom, on the contrary, beautifies 
adotns and raifes every Benefit it receives, it re- 
commends it to it felf, and delights daily in the 
Remembrance of it. An ill Man has but one and 
that a ftiort Pleafure, which is the Moment only 
wherein he is oblig'd, while the Wife Man ex- 
trafts from Benefits a long and permanent Delight 
for his Satisfa9:ion confifts not in receiving a 
Favour,, but that he has received one^ which is 
renew'd every Day, and never dies. He contemns 
thofe that Injure him, and not thro' Remiflnels 
but voluntarily forgets them. He makes not 
things worfe than they are, nor hunts out parti- 
culars to lay Accidents to their Charge, but chufes 
rather to lay the errors of Mankind on Fortune. 
He gives no detrafting Interpretations either , to 
Words or Countenances, ever conftruing all Acci- 
dents the moft favourable way he can •, he leflens, , 
he renders them lefs obnoxious, nor has he a bet- 
ter Memory for Injuries, than Benefits : he holds 
remembrance faft as to that which is belt, nor is 
he apt to change and alienate his Mind towards 
thofe who dcferve well at his hands, unlefs many 
ill turns are repeated, and at the lame time 
that he diffembles it, he plainly fees the Dilpro- 
portion and Difference 5 and then it is that tho' 
the Injury be greater, than the Benefit, yet it 
leaves him on the fame Bottom with .the Bene- 
faftor, as he was before he had receiv'd the Be- 
nefit : For when the Injury is but equal to the 
Benefit, there ftill are fome Remains of Good 
Will in his^ Mind. As the Guilty is acquitted 
when the Votes are even, and as Humanity gives 
the riioft favourable ConftruSion to any thing 
that bears a doubtful Face-, fo a Wife Man when 
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the Good deeds are equalled by the III, ceafes ift- 
deed to owe any thing to the Benefaftor, but does 
not do fo to defire, that he may yet be indebted to 
him. But no body can be grateful^ that does not 
contemn all thofe things, whence the vulgar de^ 
rive their Madnefs. The Duties of Gratitude 
are not fo eafie, as fome may imagine for thofe 
fubje£l you to Exile, Death, Poverty, nay the 
Extinction of your good Name, by fubjefting it to 
the malice of evil Fame. Men are too apt to 
think nothing fo dear as a Benefit tUl received, 
and nothing fo light and trivial when once ob- 
tained. The Avarice of new Favours, deftroys the 
Remembrance of thofe that are paft. Men are 
diverted from Truth, by Wealth, Honors, Power, 
and thofe other things, which tho' vile enough in 
their own Natures, are yet efteem'd valuable by 
common Opinion. We know not how to judge of 
things, we fhou'd weigh by the Nature of them, 
and not by Vulgar Reputation. There is nothinj 
in thefe Magnificent and Great enough to attrar 
our Minds and AflFeftions, only we are accuftom'd 
to admire them, for we give them our Praife, not 
becaufe they are worthy Objefts of our Delires, 
but we defire them becaufe they are generally 
extol I'd, and as the Public Error is made up out 
of the Error of Particulars, fo reciprocally are 
particulars led aftray by the Public Miftakes. 
But if in .that let us alfo in this bglieve the com- 
mon Vogue, that there is nothing more Honoura- 
I ble and Noble than a grateful Man. In this all 
Nations, all Cities, even the Barbarians agree 5 
in this both Good and Evil are of the fame Mind. 
Tho' Men are of fuch different Tempers, that 
one prefers Pleafure, another Labour, fome think 
Pain an evil, others think it none, fome efteem 
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Riches their fupream Good, and others declaim 
againft them as the Bane of Humane Life ^ in 
the midft of this oppofition, they are all unani- 
mous that a grateful Return ought to be made for 
a Favour received, and all this difagreeing Multi- 
tude in this are of the fame Mind, at the fame 
time, that we fo commonly return Injuries for 
Obligations* 'Tis fometimes a motive of Ingra- 
titude when the Benefit is above a Return. And 
the Madnefs is come to that extravagance, that 
'tis extreamly dangerous to do a Man any confide^ 
rable Service : For becaufe 'tis bafe not to return 
a Favour, he will not fuppofe any one to whom 
a Return is due. Keep what you have received ^ I 
require no Return. Suffer a Man to do good with 
fafety. There is no Hate fo pernicious, as to be 
afham'd of havhig violated a Benefit. Farewel. 



LETTER XIV* 

Symachiis to Aufonius ^ a CompUmentat 

Letter. 

YOur Letter that found me at Capua^ gave me 
in your Eloquence a Joy fincere •, it had a 
pleafing Gayety Iweeten'd with the Honey of 
Cicero 5 and was not fo much a true, as a friendly 
commendation of my Difcourfe and Language* 
I am therefore in fufpence which to admire moft, 
the Ornaments of your Tongue, or thofe of your 
Mind •, for you fo far exceed ail in Eloquence, that 
no Man prefumes to write without fear, and con- 
cern ; However your Approbation of what I do 

com- 
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compels me to break Silence. Shou'd I fay tttore 
I (hou'd feem to confpire with you, to claw one 
another, and rather to imitate than approve what 
you have faid. Since you do nothing oltent^i- 
oufly, I ought to be cautious left I praife thofe 
things as acquired, which are indeed the genuine 
advantages of your Mind. But I defire you to be- 
lieve a certain Truth, that there is no Man alive 
whom I prefer or loVe above you, you have fo 
tound me by an honourable Friendlhip. Your 
condemning me as the Betrayer of your Book, 
feems to make you guilty of a Modefty too great^ 
and almoft criminal i for a Man may with more 
cafe hold buinipg Coals in his Mouth, than keep 
a Book of Beauty and Value a Secret, yet when 
once you have let it pafs from your Hands, 
you have licensed it to launch out into the Public 
You can be under no Apprehenfion that the poifon 
of an emulous Reader (hou'd inf e8: and confume 
your Book. You alone have ow'd nothing to the 
Favour of ypw Reader, or loft ^y Praife by his En- 
vy 5 both the Good and Bad join in your Praifes. 
Banifti therefore your needlefs Apprehenfion, and 
indulge your Pen that it may often be in my 
power thus to betray you. Infcribe my Name to 
fome doftrinal or learn'd Piece of inftruftive 
Poetry, and try if I can keep the Secret ^ which 
tho I wiQi I may, I dare not promife to do. '^ I am 
well enough acquainted with the itching defire a 
Man has to communicate and publifti what iie 
approves himfelf f forhe that can deliver another 
Man's Words with Beauty and Grace, has a fort 
of Avarice for a Partner in his Praife. Thus* the 
Poets in our Comedies have the firft, and fu- 

?ream Praife, but Ri^cius^ Ambicius^ and the other 
layers are not without Applauie. I beg you 

there- 
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therefore to facrifice your leifure Hours to fome 
fuch undertaking, and fupport my Fafting and 
hungry Appetite with more of your Compofitions. 
But if fecure from all Boafts your felf, you fear 
my Garrulity, be fure you keep my Counfel 
throughly, that I may fately pretend wl^at you 
write to be mine. Farewel. 



L E T T EJl XV. 

AufoniusV Anfvptr , being no lefs Com- 
plement al. 

I Have now experience of the fweetnels, and 
agreeablenels of Difcourfe, and how fopthing 
and perfuafive Eloquence can be ^ for you have al- 
moft perfuaded me that my Letters which found 
you at Capua were not abfoluteiy rough, and un- 
polifli'd. But that held no longer than while I 
^read your Letter, the Witchery of whofe Charms 
lead me where they pleafe, and make me to fan- 
cy wonders in what 1 write in fpight of my own . 
hoodwinked Judgment to the contrary : But I no 
iboner lay afide your Letter and ask my felf the 
Queftion, but I find the Cup fiil'd with Aloes, 
whofe Brim was rub'd only with Honey. This 
I often do by taking up and laying afide your 
Epiftle. This aflfords me a Delight not unlike a 
Painted Cloud, that is fo no longer, than I fee 
it, and like the CamelwH I change my Colour 
with the next Ojjeft that comes in View. My 
Judgment is one way influenced by what you 
write, and another by thexonfcioofneis of my 

own 
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own Defe£h^ Have you aflurance enoiigh td 
honour me^ with thofe Praifes, which hone but 
the moft Eloquent can challenge ? Will you who 
have arriv'd at Perfeftion beyond all Correftion 
and Improvement, thus take notice of my pool 
Abilities > There is fcarce one to be found Mattel? 
of any Perfeftions, which compar'd with yours 
are not vile and mean. "^You who have made fuch 
Approaches to the Politenefs and Beauty oiMfop^ 
the wife Conclufions of Socrates^ the Arguments 
of Demofihefles^ the Abundancfe of Tully and the 
Propriety of Virgil ?* Who has affefted any of 
thefe with that Grace and Perfeftion as you, who 
comprehend and are Matter of them all 5 for what 
are you Sir but a perfeft and abfolute CoUeftion 
ofthe Excellence, and knowledge of all generous 
Arts ? As extravagant as thefe Encomiums look, 
I have no Apprehenfions , my Son and Lord 
Symachus^ that they fhould feem laid of you with 
greater Kindnefs than Truth. You have had ex- 
perience of my Judgriient of you by permitting 
the difparity of my Age to be no Obftacle to our 
Converfation, in which you have (hew'd your 
felfan old Soldier^ in your very Apprenticefliip^ 
as I may call it^ and I in my old Age have re- 
turn'd to my Novicefhip. When I was with youj 
you always found me fpeak Truth concerning you^ 
therefore I hope you will not believe I wou'd 
•feed you in my Ablence with a fabulous Encomium^ 
whom you have found when we were together in 
Converfation, which expofes the Face, and hides 
the Mind, love more than a Father or a Friend or 
any thing that has yet a dearer Name^ But to 
pafs from this to what follows 5 how cou'd you 
with fo much Affe£lation defire me to fend yoil 
fome do^rinal and inltru^tive piece of Poetiy > 

Shall 
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phall I pretend to teach and inftrua: you, who if I 
were young enough ought to learn my felf ? Or 
fhall I pretend to affea: and move you, that 
are fo Sprightly and Spirituous ? By a parity of 
Reafon 1 might exhort the Mufes to fing, th^ 
Seas to flow, the Air to rqfrelh, the Fire to 
warm ^ and fo be a fuperfluous Prompter to any 
tibing elfe that Nature of its own accord produces^ 
Tis enough for m? that pne of my Books being 

?ubli(h'd, to my forrow, is fal'n at leaft into th? 
lands of my Friend : For if it had not, you wou'd 
not have been able to perfuade me that I cou'd 
pleafe. Thus far I anfwer your's,and for what re- 
mains I fhall be brief, my Letter being already 
^00 long. If you have a mind to eiiquu-e about 
pie, I fend Julianus a familiar Friend of our Fa- 
mily to you, and at the fame time delire yoii 
when you have heard the Caufe of his coming;, 
you wou'd affift him in lyl^at you have already 
favoured him. Farewel. 



I. E T T E R XVL 

Phalaris tht Tyrant ^/Agrigentum to E>emo 
teles, a Scholar that had defire4 hii^ tp 
ceafe from his Tyrannj/. 

THere is not any thing fo wide as the Senfe of 
a Man in bufinefs, and of one in a Cloyfler ; 
'tis upon this account, betnoteles^ your Letters are 
fo diverting to me, and that I allQvv of their Free- 
dom. It pleafes me to read your refitfd Notions 
aod ijione^ Mistakes ; But your laft fiirpris'd me 
' ' ' ' • " ' ^ 
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a little, and gave me a melancholly Delight •, for 
you that never was a Tyrant advife one that is 
fo, to lay down his Tyranny, without confider- 
ing that to give up fuch a Power is infinitely 
more dangerous than to get it. We ffiou'd think 
of Tyranny as we wou'd of our Being 5 and as no 
one, if it were poflfible for him to forefee the 
troubles and calamities that attend Life, wou'd 
defire to be born •, neither wou'd an Ambitious 
private Man, if he knew the miferies of Tyranny, 
defire to be a Tyrant. Thus, Demoteles^ 'tis my 
Opinion, that not to be born is better than to be 
born and live all ones Life a private Man, rather 
than a Tyrant. If therefore you had given me 
your Sence of thefe Evils before I was ingag'd in 
'em, you had eatily extinguiffi'd my Impatience 
for ruling^ but now I am a Tyrant, and from 
the neceffity of my Affairs am become obnoxious 
to many Dangers, to forfake my felf now, nei- 
ther a Man nor a God fhou'd perfuade me, I 
am too well acquainted with the Temper of my 
People, and know, as foon as I fhou'd ftrip my 
felf of my. Defences, how miferably I fliou'd 
pafs my time. I have no Friends but what I hire, 
and thofe I dare not lay afide ^ for Souldierj (the 
liipport of Tyrants) will either be for lis, or 
againft us. You fee, DemoteJes^'how unfortunate 
I am ! Lull, Rapine, Violence (the life of Arnaies) 
are the only Prelervers of my quiet ! Tis not 
every Body that Providence will punifh in fo extra- 
ordinary a Manner, as to make him a Tyrant. 
A fickly Prince of the Leontines has aim'd at it 
thefe Twelve Years-, the People too feem fitted 
for Slaves, and molt of the Chief Minifters are 
in the Confpiracy, yet Heav$n has prefeWd 
Urn from a Mjfery- fo great ';^ and he is like 
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to die much happier than he wiftes himfelf. 
farewetv 



LETTER XVIL 

Phalaris to the Poetajier Ariftolochus, cof$-^ 
cerning his comparing himfdf with the 
famous Foet Stefichorus, (ind fetting u^ 
for Wit (iftd Courage. 

IF my pardoning Stejichorr/s has mov'd you to 
write Tragedies againft me, as if I wou'd be 
kind to all Poets, you are extreamly mifta[ken5 for 
I am not fond of every Poet indifferently but of 
good ones ^ nor of all Enemies but of generous 
ones : But you, Arijiolochus^ that are a ted Poet 
and a Cov/ard, have yet the Vanity for. Bravery 
and Wit, to fet your fdf on the level with 5/^7?- 
chorus ! You (hall know in a very (hort time, I 
promife you, what difference there is between 
you and him ^ not becaufe you write againft me, 
AriJIo/ochus ! I were the pooreft Ipirited of Men 
if your Writings cou'd difturb me 5 but being, as 
you are, fuch a Poet and fuch an Adverfiry, you 
(hou'd think you merited the lame Reward with 
Stejtchorus. I hear you afl: too in your own 
Plays, and always chufe for your felf a Conquer- 
ing Part, to have a fafe opportunity of (hewing 
your Courage as well as your Wit-, and that 
you avoid being of the Part that is to be beaten, 
as much as if your Enemy were npt fiftitious, 
and are affraid that Infamy will follpt^ even the 
Imitation of Cowardice. Thus one wou'd think 
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be cou'd never want Sence nor Bravery that pafs'd 
his whole Life in writing and fighting ! Yet is 
this Paradox very clear j that Ariftolochus wou*d 
not write if he had any Wit, nor fight if he had 
any Courage. Farewel. 



■p* 



LETT E a XVIII. 

Phalaris to Adamantus, another Poetafier^ jo^ 
cularly deriding a Difference he had with 
his Portron, 

I Am told a Difpute has lately happened between 
you and your Patron, which was the greater 
Rogue. It began it feems about the Wit that is 
between you ^ which however flight an occafion, 
yet when once you were rob'd of that, neither of 
you cared a Rufti for being honeft. He began 
with calling your Mufe a Proftitute, and you ftung 
him with anfwering that She was not your Wife 
too : Which is the only piece of Wic he ever had 
from you without paying for. He added that 
ou had been Caned by every one that knew you 
ut him, md you kept to your Text and told him, 
that his Wife was not the only Proftitute in his 
family, and tho' (he had been common to Coach-' 
men and Porters, yet all People agreed that the 
moft infamous aftion of her Life was marrying 
him. Upon this, Aiamantus^ the Caufe was given 
againft you , but I am of Opinion you are 
wrong'd^ and tho he may be a greater Rafcalthan 
all the reft of the World, yet am I fully perfuad- 
ed, neither he nqr any ope ?lfe is comparable to 
you, Farewel, t E T-- 



I 
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LETTER. XIX. 

Phalaris to Hegefippus, ahiotrt the Bdnijhment 
<?/Qifthenes 5 vpith a Satymd Chara^er of 
the Vulgar. . 

YOU and the reft of the Relations of Clijihe- 
nes^ who are troubled at his Banifhmenf, 
are now at laft fenfible of his ill Gondii^ in thofe 
Affairs, which drove him ftom his Country, 
when no Remedy remains but Repentance. But 
I was more concerned for him in the midfr.of his 
vain Oftentation in the Common- Wealth, and by 
my Letters forewarned him of the Event to no 
purpofe^ for tranlported with the Plealure of Ho- 
nours, and negligent and forgetful' of Fortune, he 
imagin'd what I writ either perfeO: Madnels, or 
entire Ignorance of State-matters y or clle fup* 
pos -d my Fondnefs of the Tyranny, made me un- 
willing to hear that any one befides IJ^ou'd be 
3uft to a limited Adminiftration •, till.\)^g too 
much puff 'd up by his own overweening Temper, 
he was t^e Author of his own Fall, and by a Proof 
dear enough to himfelf, has dembjiftrated that 
Fha/aris was not blinded in Policy by his 
Love of the Throne, but that CUfthenes was en- 
tirely to feek in the Nature of the common Peo* 
pie. For the Vulgar betray thofe that follow and 
court them into certain Miferies, and however 
fair their firft Applaufe may feem, infallibly at 
laft (hew their Inconftancy to the coft of thofe 
* that truft to them. For this Reafon both I, and 
all that pretend to the leaft portion of Sence, 

G choofe 
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choofe rather the Hifles than Huzza's of the 
Rabble -, for their Hate, is ev'n fooner extinguifh'd 
than provok'd, nor is it generally very fatal while 
it is yet in a flame. But an Opinion of their Love 
and good Will produces Exile, Death, Profcrip- 
tions, or at lean: Evils not a jot lefs intolerable. 
By the Greateft Jupiter^ Uegejippus^ I freely de- 
clare my Mind to you, the Rabble are always 
Ra(h, Wild, Idle, Variable, Covetous of Novel- 
ties, , Uncertain, Treacherous, Fraudulent, and in 
a Word of no Value or life, eafie to Applaud 
and Condemn, proippt to Anger, and fwift to 
Praife: By this thofe perifli who in the Admini- 
ftration of the Public endeavour to pleafe the 
People. Yet fome Men are fo very Mad^ and fb 
born away with a blind Impefuofity, as to hunt af- 
ter thefe empty Honours and Applaufes deftruftive 
to the alpplauded, that the Miier is not fonder of 
his Gold, the Father of his Son, the Bridegroom 
of Kis Brvie, upr the Warrior of the Olympic 
Prizes, And indeed the People's Applaufe ought 
to be a Pain to our Friends, and a SatisfaSiion to 
cur Enepiies. ^ To you therefore, the Relations of 
C/ilihe^/s^ I recommend the Confolation of his 
Sorrov*S,if they exceed, for the common Cala- 
mities of Life, and to difluade him from ever 
repeating the fame Errors , if Fortune ftiou'd 
oiice again put it into his Power. FareweL 
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LETTER XX* 

{''halaris to the Poet StefichoruS, to defirp 
ibifn to write an Elegy ^ on the deceased Jfifi 
of Nicocles of Syracufe* 

YOU cannot certainly^ be ignorant that Ni^d- 
cles of Syracufe (whofe Quality and Fami*- 
ly Stefichorus tauft needs be acquainted with) is 
carry'd away with a moft immoderate Grief, for 
the loft of his Wife doubly endcafd to him, both 
as a Wife,., and a Daughter of his Sifter by the 
Mother. This made him, when he underftood 
the Correfpondence you and I held , to fend his 
Brother Cleonicus to me to beg my Mediation with 
you, to celebrate her in your Verfes. Indeed, if 
we may credit the Syracujian Accounts of this 
Lady, (he highly liierits your Song, for her in- 
credible Modefty and Chaftity, befides her other 
Virtues. And tho' a Poet ought to be extreahily 
Cautious in praifing any One of our Age, left it 
ftiou'd feem to make the facred Art low and ve- 
nal, yet cannot I fufFer here a denyal : For ^hala-' 
ris when he asks a Favour of Stejichoru^ ought 
not to meet a Repulfe ^ not that I challenge it as 
due to any Obligation received from me, but as a 
Proof of that Kindnefi you have often profels'd 
to me : Beftow therefore a Favour worthy your 
Wit, with fuch a readinels as may double it^ 
which in my Friend I (hall accept as done to 
my Self I (hall only add what is neceflfary for 
you to know about Clearijie. She is by birth of 
Svracufe^ the Daughter of Eclecratida^ Sifter of 
mcodes^ and bis Wife. She matry'd at Sixteen^ 

G 2 and 
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and dy'd in her thirtieth year ^ leaving behind her 
two Sons. Thefe are the heads of the Subjeft, 
on which thofe Goddefles, who are always with 
you, inlpire you, and may the Kindred-Mufe a- 
^orn your facred and glorious Brow with Laurels, 
boih in all your other Panegyrics, and in this on 
Clcanjle. Farewel. 



LETTER XXL 

Phalaris to the fame Poet , exprejfing his 
Thanhs for the Verfes he had made at hi^ 
Requcjl in the former Epiflle^ 

I Want words to exprefs tb« Thanks I mull 
pay you for your Compliance with my De- 
fire of Writing on Clearifie^ both in regard of the 
Promptnefs of the Grant and the wonderful Art 
of the Performance ^ which has met with a 
greater Applaufe, in its Publication, than ev'n 
what you before produced. I was not the only- 
Man of Agngentuvi who was tranfported at the 
reading of it (for whac ever Stefichorus writes 
pleafes me) but all that heard it, as what was 
not to itop at the Praife of one Age, but muft 
carry your merit to diltant Times yet unborn. I 
contels my felf therefore infinitely in your Debt 
for thefe Verfes, for to my Importunity both the 
prefcnt and fLicceeding Ages will be cndebted for 
thoic he::veiily Lays. As for what you hint in 
your Lercer concerning me, 1 wou'd not have any. 
Meniion niaJe of me in your Verfes either in my 
• Praife or Diipraifc. and this 1 beg by theHolpita- 

l;)le 
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ble Jove^ -and our common Tuares ^ for Rumor 
and the Enmity of Fame has made mjr Name odi- 
ous, ^halaris defires to be written in Stefichorus 
himfelf, let him be either better or worfe, than 
the vulgar Opinion conceives him. Farewel. 



LETTER XXir. 

Phalaris to Lycinus, declaring his own Fa- 
tnily and Virtues ^ and expojing the Vices 

^/Lycinus, &c. 

THe Queftiotis you put me in the Leontine 
' Confult, as if I had been prefent to Anfwer 
you, were not fairly demanded, viz. Who 1 was ? 
Whence I came ? And who were my Forefathers > 
I anfwer I am Pba/aris^ Son of Leodamas^ a Na- 
tive of Aftypalea^ an Exile from my Country, 
and Tyrant of Agrigentum^ who have gone thro' 
the Experience of many AiFairs, with a Mind 
yet unbroken ^ nor am I lefs acquainted with 
Lycinus^ to Boys a Bardajh^ falacious to young 
Men, an Adulterer to Women, Infulter of the 
Laws, in Pleafures Luxurious, Sloathful in Peace, 
and a Deferter in War •, whom I will punifh not 
only for thefe Vices I have mentioned, but likewife 
for your fine Speeches againft me, if not immedi- 
ately yet as foon as the Leontines^ weary of thq 
fury of my Arms, Ihall deliver thefe up. 
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LETTER XXIir. 

Phalaris to the Leontines, demanding Lyci- 
nus of them to fave their City. 

IF you have any zeal, or defire to put an end to 
this War, furrender Lycinus to me, that fpend- 
ing all my 'Rage and Indignation on him, your 
City may efcape my Refentment. For his Pu- 
iilthment (hall not exceed what I'm informed 
jpoQ of you defiye he (hou^d hav6. Farewel, 



LETTER XXIV. 

Fhalaris to Zeuxippus 3 a threatning Letter. 

i ■ 

I Pardon your Son in confideration of hisr Youth, 
and you in Regard of your, Age, tho' neither 
of ye have any pretence to Forgivenels •, but if 
you perfift iti your Rafhnefs, neither his Youth 
nor your Age (hall deliver ye from Punifhment^ 
nay it (hall be augmented in proportion to that 
mocive that prevailed oh me to pardon you. . 
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LETTER XXV. 

Phalaris to Evenus, concerniitg his. faving 
his Son as a Punijhjnentn 

N the taking your Son I adjudg'd him to 
\ Death, for the Injuries he had done my 

Admirals, 
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Admirals, but finding that immediate Death 
wou'd be an eafe to your Sorrows, I have chang'd 
his Sentence, and condemned him to Life. 

LETTER XXVr. 
To Lacritus on the Death of his So/r. 

• 

THE Grief your Son's Death gives you, is truly 
worthy Compaflion ^ ev'n I that am not much 
touch'd at Loffes that cannot be help'd, yet pity 
you fincerely ^ for I can fee no Benefit arife to 
thofe who give themfelves up to an immoderate 
forrow in Misfortunes. But you have many Mo- 
tives of Alleviation in his Death : Firft he fell de- 
fending his Councry, next the Fates enobl'd his 
Death by Viftory, then his Life was fully 'd with 
no Vices, and his Death concluded all his paft 
Virtues with a greater. There is no fmall doubt 
whether a good Man can exchange this Life for 
a worfe •, for Fortune has certainly a greater 
(hare in Human events, than either Will or Judg- 
ment. But he that dies without Reprehenfion, 
is fix't in the nobleft and moft happy Station of 
Glory. Refleft that you have receiv'd from hitn 
Returns anfwerable to your begetting and breed- 
ing him up, while he perfever'd in the Paths of 
Virtue even to his lateft Hour. Do him this Ju- 
^ice, that fo you mav bear his Lofs with iporQ 
Moderation. Fairewel, 
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LETTER XXVII. 

Plialaris to Aglaus, Remmbring him that 
Uheralitj to Friends is the befi way of 
hoarding Treafure, 

I Hoard up all the Treafure the Gods beftow on 
me, Aglaus^ againft the Changes of Fortune ^ 
yet not in the Bowels of the Earth as you advife, 
but with thofe Friends who do not difdain to ac- 
cept my Gifts. Nor are you friendly in this Ad- 
vice, for thereby you endeavour to deprive me 
of all Retreat, if it fliou'd be my Misfortune to 
be depos'd- If you have hitherto refused my 
Donatives, you fliall now receive them in truft 
at leaft for me, and by .that mean's perform a 
Friend's Part : For how can we think any part of 
the Ground can be faithful to us if we ftiou'd 
not put gieater Confidence in good and juft 
Friends than in the Duft. I fhou'd be joyful in 
the midft of Misfortunes to fee your Profperity, 
and to think, that I had contributed to it. Fare- 
wel. 



-« 



LETTER XXVIII. 

Plialaris to Herodicus, about his generous 

Temper in Revenging. 

OTher Men when injured and aftronted , keep 
him that has aftronted them lefs on his 
Guard by expreffing no Relentment or Threats ^ 

but 
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but I am of opinion, 'tis unworthy a generous 
Temper to attack a Man unptepar'd, and unex- 
pefting i wherefore I advife you, whenever you 
mall injure me, to expeft a certain Revenge, 
that fo you may firft be tormented with the Ex- 
peftation, and afterwards with the PuniOiment. 



^M 



LETTER XXIX. 

Phalaris to Stefichorus , concerning his ill 
Policy in being his Enemj^^ 8cc. 

LAm informed your Reflexions on my Power, 
»and what you have done againft me, cncreafc 
your Apprehenfions. But I am farpriz^d you had 
no thoughts of this in your firft Attempts upon 
me, when you pretended to free Himera from 
an unjuft Tyrannx. You imagined, I fuppofe, that 
the rrojefts you laid down to. the Uimerians 
were feafible. If therefore you like a wife Man 
contemn Death, whence comes now your Con- 
cern , when you may generoufly undergo that 
at prefent which at a diftance you look'd fo bij^ 
-on ? But if you are a Cgward and apprehenfive oi 
the approaches of thofe Dangers, and Punifhments 
your Attempts demand, how foolifh were your 
Declamations againft me, and how weak were you 
to raife your lelf fuch an Eneiny, by repeating 
your Verfes in the midft of the People ? But for the 
Gods fake, what made you who are both a Poet 
iand Mufician, forfakethe Sedate and quiet Courie 
of Life which thofe Arjcs afford, to throw your 
felf into the tumultuous ftate of a bufie Patriot^ 
when you might havcjcryoy'd tbat-pleafing Eafe^ 
''' th« 
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the Mafcs delight in, unforc*d,to more troublefotne 
Bufinefs than a Poet d«fires. But fince your Am- 
bition hastranfported you ftom a Poet to a Statef- 
man, you muft expea not the Rewards either of 
a Poet or Mufician, but of a pretending Medler 
in Government, who aims at things above his 
Capacity, Farewel. 



LETTER XXX. 

jStefichorus to Phalaris, w anfiper to the for e-^ 

foing Letter , jt^ftifyif^g fome fart of his 
ondnSy and accujing Copron, a Scoundrel 
Foet after y of the reft. Alfo f roving a PoetH» 
he the heft Statefman. 

AS wife a Prince, and as Jealous a Tyrant as 
Fame has reported yoUjyour Intelligence con- 
cerning me has deceived you in two particulars, 
Firft as to my Fears at the approach of the event 
of my Counfels. That I advis'd my Countrymen 
to (hake off the invidious and unnatural Load of a 
foreign Dominion I own , for I will never deny" 
that 1 love my Country, and her eafe and happi- 
nds above all other Confiderations ^ for whole 
fake fince I wou'd not fpare my felf, you may be 
fure I (hou'd not you. The Event is not yet come, 
and Succefs is as yet in the Hands of the Gods. 
Our Caufe is Juft, and our Wills united, and to 
be fo very apprehenfive of a diftant evil .that ne'er 
may come, is to be more a Slave to Fear than I 
am at prefent. But were thofe Puniftments as 
certain, as your Threats imagine them, I ftiou'd 
not repent what I have done, to pa:fuade my 
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eountrjrmen to be free if they can 5 for Death is 
a Debt I muft pay, and your Cruelty can't invent 
'any Torment but will have a fpeedy end^ and 
fureyou know a Poet little, that believe he wou'd 
value any tranfitory Evil in competition with ib 
great a Glory as attenipting the Deliverance of his 
Country. One thing I muft add, that you can 
infliO: no Punifhment, providing I (hou'd fall in- 
to your Hands, which I do not expeft, and that 
the only way to difappoint my expeftations wou'd 
be to find you merciful. But I am not fo fond 
of this intended fervice to my Country to take 
thofe Implutations on me, I do not merit. What- 
ever I declaimed againft you, reached not your 
Perfon 5 I opposed the Tyranny, not the Man. 
And thple other Perfonal Reflexions, which you 
feem to hint at, were the Doggrel oiCopron^ a 
wretched Dabler in Metre, to cne contemptible, 
as to you Odious •, and if you get him, this City 
will be obliged to your Brafen Bull to deliver 
it from him. * He is the very Spirit and Quintet 
fence of III Nature, the Gods have ftigroatiz'd 
his Outfide to give us a Caution of his Infide. 
He is fatisfy'd with no Government nor any Per- 
fon, he rails at all, and hates all but himfelf ^ for 
tiere he's fond without a Rival. Shame has gi- 
ven him a Name that comprehends his Qualities. 
£nvy. Avarice, Lying, Obftinacy , Cowardice, 
Tricking, and all the known perfeftions of one 
truly abandbn'd, are his Virtues : If he's civil to 
you , 'tis to pick your Pocket, or at leaft to pro- 
mote fome Interelt of his own •, and then 'tis no 
longer, than you are prefent, for the Abfent fare 
iilike-, that is, areall rail'd at. Nature defign'd 
him a Broaker, and, his Friends prudently con- 
fulting hi& GviiHs put him to a Tiade, which 
v^-' •-•""•'■• • ■■'.'■'■ he 
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he impioufly forfook, to make him yet more in- 
tolerable, for Verfifying •, for what he writes is 
never to be term'd Poetry^ the Mufes being too 
generous to own him. As his Soul is low and 
groveling, fo are his Verfes dull and creeping^ yet 
this does not rob him of a jot of Vanity. He is 
ifo blind, tho' no Body ever lik'd a Word he 
wrote, to think himfelf at the Top of Parnajfus^ 
and that 'tis ill Fortune, not want of Merit, that 
makes him defpisU Sometimes to vent his Spleen, 
his Envy I mean, he will fcribble a Lampoon, 
which nothing but Malice having occafion'd, the 
Mobb is pleas'd, and he beaten. He is fo avari- 
tious that he wou'd write an Elegy on a Cobler to 
lave a Dinner by it, and to fave Parchment would 
tranfcribe it on one of his old Shoes. Indeed 
he feems willing to punifli his Body on the Score 
of the Vices of his Mind, forunlefs he get it free- 
coft, he fares harder than neceffity compels the 
unhappieft of Men to do. No Kindnefs can oblige 
him, nor any Abufe provoke him, that is, to a 
Manly Refentment. Then for Truth, he's fo very 
averfe to it, that if telling it wou'd fave him Mo- 
ney (which he loves exceedingly) he wpu'd ra- 
ther lofe that, than the pleafureof a Lye. Some 
people tell Lies for Excufes, or to avoid fome 
great Irjconveniency, but he does it out of meer 
Wantonnefs. Then for his Honefty, he will trick 
his Benefa9:or ev'n in the very Benefit he receives. 
Lycofihenes newly arriv'd from Marfeilles^ tells' 
me there is a cuftom in that City, that once a 
year fome perfon muft be fingled out to be devoted 
to the Dii Manes^ the People heaping pn him all 
their Sins , by repetition of various Prayers and 
Curfes. Were Copron there he wou'd truly repre- 
fent the Vices of the whole People, nay. he wou'd 

like- 
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likewife have them, and fo might well be facri- 
fic'd for the Nation* In (hort, ■ Phalaris^ the 
Scoundrel Lampoon on your perfonal Vices, was 
Copron\ Copron wrote it, Copron rehears'd it to 
the People, and Copron is proud that he once has 
pleas'd them, tho' I hear he had no fmall help 
ftom another hand, which he very naturally de- 
nies. He that ufed to rail at the puplic Applaufe 
is now vain of it, tho' it did but juft tear his 
Verfes neither* I muft needs fay, I believe th^ 
hatred to Tyranny betrayed /em to like any thing 
againft the Tyrant, otherwife Copron had met his 
ufual Fate, of being laugh'd at, kick'd and defpis'd. 
Believe me, Yhalaris^ I" have no Malice to thy Pef- 
fon, nay I have a value for thy perfonal Qualifi- 
cations, thy love of the Mufes, thy Underftand- 
ing, Efteem for Arts and Sciences, ^c. but I 
mortally hate the Oppreifions of thy Office, if 
Tyranny can be term'd fo •, and that Hand that 
endeavours to deftroy this, fliotfd be-ftretch'd out 
to fave that. I fpeak not thisHo mollify^ thy Re- 
' fentment if I ftiou'd fall into thy Hands, for I 
know. attempts againft his Power no Tyrant evejr 
forgives. 1 wonder at your odd Notion, that be^ 
cauTe I'm a Poet and Mufician, I fhou'd not aimr 
at State-Affairs •, for do you think he that hasO-' 
pacity to write as ja Poet, fliou'd find any difficul- 
ty in adminiltring the Common*- W^lth ? The 
diQSculty of that is not lb great ^ 'tis, only made 
fo by jtnaves of a private Spirit, to contrive and 
intQgweave their own Interelt with that of the. 
(aovernment. iFoi the Adminiftrarion x)f Juftice;* 
the* execution of the Laws, the punifliing VicCj' 
rewarding of Virtuei encouraging Arts, providing 
for .public Security,, dilciplining the People, fecu- 
ring Trade and the like^ are things peiliaps none- 
• . are 
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are fo fit for as a Poet : For he is not byafs'd by 

}>rivate Gain to Partiality ^ he regards his own 
ntereft laft, and knows, that while che Public's in 
Danger, nothing Private can. be Seci^re. A Poet 
loves the Public Good and Public Liberty above 
any Private Advantage, for he can never enjoy 
that Sacred' Eafe you hint at, under a Defpotic 
Power, where nothing is Secure the Tyrant dif 
likes, and no Words fpoke that are not liable to 
be punifti'd, and while liberty of Afting and Words 
are reftrain'd, there can be no room^fbr any gene- 
rous Art. Farewel. 



LETTER XXXI. 

Phalaris to the Citizens ^^/Himera, Acquaifit-- 
ifig them that he had got Stefichorus, Co- 
non , Copron and Dropidas into his 
Power* 

I Have taken your Afribafladors to Corinth , 
Stejichorus , Conon , and Dropidas , toge- 
ther with your new Favourite Copron. Dropidas 
I may perhaps difcharge , Conon had his fpeedy 
Fate, and as for Stefichorus he is yet alive, of 
whole death I think a while to deliberate: Fot 
his demerits with me are held in balance by the 
excellence of his Poetry, and I know not if by 
his death I fhou'd not rather punifli my felf Uian 
him. All Greece wou'd have caufe to complain 
of my Refentment, and I fliou'd be the fiiS: that 
(hou'd repent of making away with him^ by 
wanting the Noble Relief of his Poems, from 
the daily Fatigues of my Dignity. But this you 

may 
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may aflure your fclves, if I pardon himj I ftiaU 
for the future think of Revenging my felf on you 
rather than him, if he any more ftirs you up to 
Mutiny* If you give him any Public Employ, 
you (hall anfwer for all the 111 Conlequences of it- 
As tor Copron I wou'd ftudy fome new manner of 
Death for him, the Wheel, the Crofs, the Ball, 
are too common for his particular defert ; For he 
thac fets up for a Poet without Genius, for Li- 
berry without Honefty, for a Mutineer without 
Courage, fliou'd have a particular Fate. If there- 
fore you wou'd engage me not to relent your In- 
iblence to the Ruin of your City, fend me all the 
numerous Volumes of his Scribling, and particu-^ 
Jarly that which he wrote againft me. That he 
(hall be obliged to feed upon or ftarve, and after 
fie has devoured that, the reft of his Works (hall 
devour him in the midft of their Flames, for 'tis 
but juft he (hould perKh by thofe very Thines^ 
which he has abus'd and teiz'd every body elle 
witL Farewel. 



LETTER XXXII. 

PhalariS to the MefTenians, reproving them 
for accnfing PolycletUS , the Fhyfician , for 
Cmi^fg him. 

I Have received Advice that you are not a(ham'd 
to avow your Profecution of Volycletu^ the 
Phylician, as a Betrayer of Agrigentum^ for his 
curing me of a Diftemper, in which he might 
have kiird me : Thus under the face of JulSce 
feekiiig to punUh the Juftice (^Folyckti^y in the 

execu' 
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execution of his Faculty. Bat I muft affure yoii, 
Men of Meffina^ I admire his Art much^ but his 
Principles yet more, that when he had me in a 
defperate Diftemper confided to his Skill , he 
thought not fo much of deftroying a Tyrant, as 
recovering a Patient. Your Calumnies cannot at 
all aflfeQ: him, for by my Liberiality he is equal in 
Wealth to any of the Sicilians. 3ut I am lenfibte 
my Prefents to Volycletus have made you rather 
ddireto find Betrayers di Agrigentum^ than Mur- 
derers of Vhalaris^ that is, the Wealth of this 
City tempts you more than the Reftoring her Li- 
berty, Farewel. ^ 



M*i 
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I 

Phalaris *^. Pythagoras, inviting him to Agri- 

gentum and his Court. 

THO' . perhaps the Odium a Befpotic Govern- 
ment lies under in Greece^ may make the 
Court ofFha/aris a place, very difagreeable to the 
Philofophy of Pythagoras^ yet I can fee^no Rea- 
fon.why a Name fliou'd deter you from trying by 
experience what my Qualities are. Fame has af- 
fur'd.nfie that you are a'Man of unqueftion'd Pro- 
bity ^ as fuch I hope you will not credit the falfe 
Reports which Malice fpreads about me, nor by 
common Vogue cenlbre a Man you do not krow» 
Cou'd I, withfafety come to: you, your Wi(dom 
wou'd certainly oblige me ^ but the Name of Ty* 
rant (for fo here they term all arbitrary Princes) 
is fo odious in Greece^ that I can't without the 
greateft Madnefs venture my felf out of TOy.own 
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Territories. For fhou'd I come without a Guard, 
they wou'd feize me ^ if with arm'd Squadrons, 
I ftiou'd move their Jealoufie. But in your Jour- 
nar to me there are none of thefe difficulties ^ with 
&fety you may come, fecurely live here, and free- 
ly depart when you have try'd whether I deferve 
the odium caft upon me or not? If yoqr-ex* 
peQations are to fee the Pomp of a Tyrant, you'll 
be difappointed by finding me more like a SubjeQ: 
than a King 5 but if you expeft to find me per- 
fbftly a Private Perfon, you will lee rhat.Necefc 
fity has caft in fomething of the Tyrant. For 9 
Power of this Nature is not to be preferv'd with- 
out Cruelty •, yet if there is a poflibility of being 
at once a Prince and Merciful, I wou'd fain learn 
that Leffon of you, as well as many others ^ for 
I wou'd willingly by the Inftruftions of Pytbagch 
ras purfue a milder fort of Government, if at the 
lame time, and by the lame njeans I cou'd fecure 
my Safety. Farewel. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

Phalaris to Georgius, about tke Fear and Cer- 
tatnty of Deaths and fatal Necejptj of en- 
quiring into Futurity^ &c. 

THQ' I approve the reft of your Letter, I can* 
not but tell you, yout Exhortations concern- 
ing Futurity are extreamly fuperfluous -, for I am 
not afl&ajd either of Death , or much foUicitous 
about what kind of Death I am to die. Thii 
wou'd be a very foolifh and whimfical Concern, 
iince wife Fate is not to be governed and direfted 

H by 
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by Man. I affure you I muft always condemn 
thofe over-curious reople, who ridiculoufly pry 
into what's to come, either out of hope? to fore- 
kilow their Fortune, or elfe to prevent it when 
foreknown. For if they cannot alter Deftiny, 
and if what will be, will be ^ what avails all 
their ftir and inquiry into what they cannot alter* 
Put if they fuppofe this forcfight will enable them 
to exchange a malevolent Influence of Fate for a 
better, I muft confefs I am iar from their Opini- 
on, for that is certainly the Work of a God, not 
of a Man : Let tb^i call to mind the nominal 
Sons of Jupiter y ^acus^ Mimsy Rhadamanthus^ 
and other Demi-Gods, and they will find they 
were not immortal, and that they all fubmitted to 
their feveral Fates in Death. That Man feems to 
tne the wifeft, who neither fears, nor repines at 
his Death. I wou'4 therefore have you perfuade 
your fdf, not to be concerned with thofe Inquie- 
tudes, in the ipidft of doubtful Events, which 
will by no means a^e£k wq^ for whom you enter- 
tain 'em. Farewel. 



—»»* 



LETTER XXXV. 

Phalaris 4o Nycias* 

*TpHE Motives of your Hatred to your Son, be- 
X cauf^ he will not follow your Steps, make 
?very one elfe love him ^ of which the Coniequence 
is plain, that all that admire and lov? Hin[i muft 
liate You, 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

Phalaris to Adiamantus. 

I Hear you and your Brother have had a whimfi- 
cal Difpute, whether of you two was the 
word s but I will ibon decide the Controverfyj 
by afluring you, that as he is worfe than all Men 
befides you, fo you excel him in a more pro&- 
g^te d^ee of Villany. 



^^m 



LETTER XXXVn. 

Phalaris to Epillratus, affitring him that be 
can by no means befiird Fortunate. 

THE Airof t^e Addrefs of your Letters, feems 
meant to a Fortunate and Happy Man \ 
therefore to undeceive you , I will in a vby few 
Words fairly lay my Condition before you. I 
have been an Orphan from my Infancy ^ from 9 
Youth; bv the iniquity of Fate, an Exile 5 1 have 
loft mow part of my own Fortunes \ I have had 
an unpolim'd Education, for the moft part, in Bai- 
barous Nations, be(^ driven from all other Places 
by Injuftice and Injuries, and perfecucsd not oal^ 
by my Enemies, but by fuch who have received 
Benefits from me ^ and ev'n in this Poft of Gran- 
deur they ftrike at the Tyrant with the Tyranny x 
If one thus funounded with Evils can b^ ftU.'d 

FottooatQ , \ am ti;uly fo, FareweL 

H2 LETTER 



100 LETTERS <»/ 

LETTER XXXVra. 

Piialaris /^ the Himerians,. acquainting them 
that they ought not to he grievd at the 
f)eath of Stefichorus. 

THcre IS nothing I wou*d not. do for the fake 
of Stefichorus^ and I wifh it in my Power 
to arm againft Fate, to deliver the Body of that 
Divine Man, whom both you and others with 
Tuftice extol for his Poems, from Catana. For 
itiim the Mufes preter to all other Poets, fince he 
brought not a few Graces both to Mufick and 
Poetry. However, I wou'd have you to refleft, 
that where-ever Steficborus^\s bury'd, he is yet a 
Native of Himerd ^ and tho' his Virtue and Merit 
had made him free of all Cities, yet does he ftill 
remain yours. Nor do you look on Stefichorus 
as dead, fince he ftill lives in hjs Poems, which 
he imparted to the whole World. You ought to 
comfort your felves, O ye Men of Himera^ that 
he was born with you, educated among you, in 
your City wrote his admirable Verles , and that 
he grew Old in Himera^ tho' he futrender'd his 
Breath in Catana. Let an immortal Temple be 
erefted to him in Uimera 5 and a Monumental 
Sepulchre in Catana. But this I leave to your 
Confultations. I wou'd not have you to doubt 
■what Money and Force I can furnifh for this pur- 
pofe^ but I muft give you one Caution, that as it 
will not be thought very jglorious for you who 
are Sicilians^ to take any Sicilian City, fo it wilt 
not be fefe for you. nor to do it. I wou'd nor 
therefore have you to throw too many Tears 

away 
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away on tlie Death of St(fichorus^ or be too much 
afFefted with his Fortune^ for thb' his Body be 
dead, yet his Name will be preferv'd perpetually 
alive in a gloriolis ai;d happy Memory. I farther 
advife and defire, thdc you Viron'd oblige every one 
to have his Poemb botfj at home and ih the Tem- 
plet -, for theii only <^il! Stcftchorut die whfeii 
there are no Remains of him left. Send them ^1^ 
fo abroad to other Countries, affuring your felveSj 
tliat the City that produced fuch a Man, will Be 
more honoured than that which lias given a thou* 
land Warriours, Farew'el. * 






LETTER XXXIXi 

Phalaris to Abaris, commending his T^avel^ 
ling to Greece and other places to ie^it 
Wifdom. 

IF I am truly informed, you have ttavell'd froiii 
the moreNorthernly Nations, even to bur Re- 
gion in purfuit of Wifdom •, and that you havS 
converfed with and leaf n'd many things from P^- 
thagoras the Philofopher, Stejicborui thd Poetj 
and foffle other Greeks. I am alfb informed thdtj 
tinlatisfy'd with this, you are very defiroiis to rrieec 
with others, that may inftruQ: you in difFereni 
Hiftories and Things. If you have fuffer'd thd 
Calumnies of any Enemies to prevail over you^ 
and have giv'n into their Abuies, 'twill be tio 
feafie niatter to Undeceive ybii, and remove that 
prejudice. .But if yoli are of Opinioti that Truth 
is to be pariu'd by allj efpfecially by Philofoph^; 
folloi^' the Exafiipk 6f b'tH<ir illiiftrious Met^^ 
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and come and ftay with me. For Experiments, 
which beft lead to true Knowledge, you (hall be 
more capable of enjoying with me than elfewhere *, 
for affure your felt, Pha/aris is not diverted from 
the love of Knowledge by any Cares of a Crown ^ 
nor will you find me lefs humane or knowing, 
than the other Grecians you have conversed with. 
FareweL 



LETTER XL. 

Phalaris to his San Paurolas, advifing him 
to apply himfelfto his StndieSy and never to 
afpire to Tyranny* 

WHen fome neceffary Bufinels had brought 
me to U'mera^ I had the fatisfeftion of 
hearing the Daughters of Stefichorus ling fome 
Verfes and Poems, both of their Fathers and their 
own. The latter tho' lefs excellent than thofe of 
their Father, yet bfinitely excelled all others. 
Which made me to efteem both him who had 
taught them, and ihofe who by ftudy had gone 
beyond the ordinary Bounds of Nature, in a 
Learning uncommon to their Sex. This, my Yau- 
rolas^.hzs raised my defire that youfhou'd give 
your felf up to your Studies. And pray tell me 
what Reafons you move by, when you exercife 
your Body with Arms, Hunting, and other La- 
bors, and at the fame time leave your Mind un- 
cultivated with any of the Grecian Arts and 
Sciences^ which ought to be your firft aim to 
learn > For we ought to take care of our Bodies 
only for the advancement of Health and Strength^ 

but 



but he who wotfd make any juft Figure in th6 
State, muft make the improvement of the Mind 
his chiefeft endeavour J unlefs perhaps (as fome ae- 
cufe you) y6u afpire to Tyranny, 4s if you had 4 
legal Right to h ^ and for that reafon only exercife 
your Body, as the molt neeeffary QualificatiDn for 
obtaining that Dignity. But if you are Matter of 
any true Wifdom, you will take the Advice of hirti 
in that point, who repents that he ever attained 
it, tho' he aflum'd it out of Neceffity not Choice, 
Were he to choofe again, he would prefer living 
under a Tyrant, to the being fo •, for this has only 
the Tyrant to fear, free from all other Apprehen- 
fions ^ but a Tyrant fears not only thofe who are 
perpetually confpiring againft him, but ev'n his 
Guards who are to defend him, for he lies undef 
a Neceffity of being jealous of them above any 
others. Take therefore, take, my Son, your Fa- 
ther's Counfel, and ftrive not to be above youf 
Equals; for when ever you aim to make your felf 
Angular, you banifh all Repofe, and enter into a 
perpetual War for ever, with all thofe who either 
envy or hate your Dignity or Perfon ^ and thus 
tranfmitted from Father to Son, for the Children 
of your Enemies are bred up in hatred to you; 
But if led away by the Ardor of Youth, you look 
on this Suprcam rower as a glorious and happy 
State, and not as the height and perfe£lion of 
Mifery, you are betray 'd Itill to a greater and 
more dangerous Error, by your very Ignorance of 
the Truth. But I denre that your Prayers to the 
Gods may be, that you may never by experience 
find the certainty of what I have affut'd you, for 
'tis both more prudent, and more happy to be- 
lieve than prove Misfortunes^ FareweL 

:^ H4 LETTER 
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LETTER XLI. 

r 

Phalaris to his Wife Erythia, who refused to 
fend his Son to him^ for fear of his Ty- 
ranny. 

IF the Tyranny I here exercife makes you fearful 
of fending my Son Faurolas to Agrigentum 
to fee me, I can eafily forgive you both as a Wo- 
man, and a Mother too careful of her only Child. 
But if you think him only yours, without allow- 
ing me a (hare in him, you are too partial a Judge 
of the Right oT Parentage, for the mott rigid 
Laws make him his Father's not Mother's Son, 
tho' Nature indeed divides the Care and Right 
betwixt both. Ifyou imagine the fending him 
to me will be a leflening to your Right, what have 
I to urge, that have not yet fhar'd with you in 
that agreeable Dominion ? If ypu fend him to 
me, his ftay here (hall not be too tedious, but he 
(hall return with thofe Prefents which are worthy 
the Son of Eryth'ia and Fhalaris ^ 16 that if I can- 
not have the Happinels of living with you, you 
may at leaft by me live in Plenty and Honour, 
For who is there that wou'd defire Riches for the 
lake of his Acauaintance, at the fame time, that 
he negle£ls his Wife and his Son ? For my Parti 
own that Love and Zeal for you which a Husband 
and Father ought to have, and as fuch I have de- 
fign'd to beltow on you, whom I love moft, not 
the leall fliare of what I poflefs, and I am willing 
to make this Settlement with all imaginable 
fpeed, o;i account of Old Age, which novv comes 
on apace, as well as feveral other motives, an^ong 
. ' ■ which 
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^hich the chief is a Diftemper which I fcrve 
lately got, whofe violence temembcrs me that a 
Man ftiou'd think the prefent Day always the laft, 
I wou'd have you affure your felf that your Fears 
are vain, and that under his Father's Proteftion 
he may lail ftom Crete to Agrigentum , and 
thence returrf to you with more fafety, than you 
apprehend, FareweL 



LETTER XLIL 

Phalaris to the Meffenians, in Vindication 

of his Tyranny. 

HOW fliou'd my Condufl: furprize you, as if 
my Puniffiments of Traytors, Confpirators 
and Aflaffins were greater than their Defens. 
Methinks that Terror ought to deter you ftom 
fuch Pra£Ufes. You deplore the Misfortunes of 
the Condemned, yet take no care to advife them 
not to be guilty, nor provoke me by Injuries 1 
merited not at tlieir Hands. For I had much ra- 
ther never b.e compelFd to a Neceffity of takijog 
thefe fevere Courfes to defend my lelr againft ifii- 
juft Affaults \ and you wou'd certainly be wi% 
not always to lacrifice to Raflinels. For if yoii 
do not forget your felves and what you have done 
againft me, if I us'd not this fe\^erity, what Gori- 
fultatidhs, what Attempts (hou'd I not expeO: 
from you ? When in the midft of your Fears and 
Tcrrqrs of that, you are Fool-hardy enough to 
expc>(e your felves to them ? If you therefore 
will leave off your Injuring me, I will ceafe tobfe 
Cruel : if you think this Condition too hard con- 
"demn not what you provoke. Farcwel. 

LETTER 
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L E T t E R XLIII. 

. l?halaris U Ariftinetus, ahou^ his Gncem 

for him* 

I Am very eafie under thcBurtheitof Age: And 
it is Pba/aris^ not the Face and Strength of 
Tyranny that is grown old. •• Yet I confefs I am 
touched with your Grief, when I find your con- 
cern for me fo great For if your Grief and 
Cares for ine were infinitely greater, Fate wou'd 
come on unmov'd by all your Inquietude. He that 
Iteffs not a future Loft, bears it with greater eafe, 
than he that is under perpetual Apprehenfions of 
it 5 to bring a Poetical Inftance to you, Ariftinetus^ 
who are fo converfant with Poets. Farewel. 



LETTER XLIV* 

Pbalaris to Polycletus a Fhyfician^ admiring 
his Honour in Curing a Tyrant^ &a 

IAm at a ftand, Vohcletus^ what I ought moft 
to admire, your okill or your Honour ^ your 
Skill gave you a Power over the Health and Safe- 
ty of a Tyrant's Life, and your Honour vanquilh'd 
the Rewards of the Murder ^ your Juftice examin- 
ing both thefe things at once, delivered Pbalaris 
from two Dangers, the Force of an incurable Dif- 
eafe, and the Rewards of my Enemies. You on- 
ly had it in your Power to have turn'd my Death 
to an Advantage, if I had fallen in my Diltem- 
per, by affuming the Merit of killing me j and if 
my Difeale had M'd^ while I i»ilU^y tnadeule 

ot 
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of what even you prdcrib'd for the reftoting of my 
Health •, with as much eale might you have given 
me my Bane ^ which wouM havebem of uni 
able Advantage in reaping the Rewards of lach a 
Deod. But you could not be prevailed on to pie* 
fer an unjuft Reward, to a juft Praife, for theft 
was no ]xxQ, caufe to confpire my Death with tof 
Diftemper. But I atg at a lofs how to proportion 
my Thanks to the Kindnefs to me, when I was in 
your Pow'r. I only can affirm, that your Skill in 
rhyfic is worthy that God who firft invented that 
Art. But with my Praifes of your Virtue in 
your Skill, I have fent fome Teftimonies of m] 
Love and Value for you 5 Four Phials pfpureGold, 
Two Silver Bowls of antique Work, Ten pair oi 
Goblets, Twenty untouched Virgins, and Fifi^ 
Thoufand Attic Crowns. And I have ordefd 
Tucer^ that out of my Revenue he pay you the 
Salary of a Captain of my Galleys , of my Guard, 
and other Officers in my Army , a Return too 
mean for fo great a Benefit ^ but let this Gratitude 
make fome amends, fince I am my felf too Poor 
to be able to pay, what the Obligation deferves. 
Farewel. 



LETTER XLV. 

Polycletus to Phalaris, inAnfwer to the fore- 
going Letter^ being a D^nce of Liberty 
againjl Tyranny ^ and remembring him that 
a Prince ought to have no Favourite : UkjS'^ 
wife perfuading him to quit Tyranny. 

THE Gratitude of your Temper proves you 
not only worthy the Dignity you enjoy, but, 

like- 
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likewife the Benefit I bieftow'd, by tny Art, ih id- 
ftoring you to your Health. . Real Services to 
Kinces, are what are moft commonly leaft regard- 
ed J while the officious Flatterer's Venom is re- 
reiv'd as 2^al, and thefaithfuUeft Advifer is fure of 
NegleQ:. Elfe 'tis the Nature of Tyrants to love 
thoie moft who deferve leaft, as the leaft dange- 
rous Dependants. But, Si% I confels T am as 
great a Lover of Liberty, as any of the M^eni- 
ans , whom my Cure of you has made fo loud 
againft me, and wou'd do as much for the freeing 
Sicily ftom that invidious Dominion ^ but then 
I wou'd not deftroy one of them to purchafe the 
Name of Villain. I owe all things to my Coun- 
try but my Honour •, my Life I wou'd lay down 
to fervfe it, and venture as far as any Man in the 
public Caufe, but I find no rational Obligation to 
betray my Truft. I own 'tis my Opinion that the 
Power you poflefs, is againft the Kight of Man- 
kind, for certainly Nature made all Men free, and 
tho' rieceflSty brought them to choole fome Forms 
of Government for their mutual Security, yet 
whatever it was, it wa^ the efFeO: of their Choice j 
fo that the Magiftrates they elefted, had theit 
Power ftom them, and were by Confequence ac- 
countable to them. Jupiter and Fate, to whom 
all Mankind are equally dear, ..cou'd not make a 
Multitude for One, but rather One for a Multitude. 
The Gpod, Eafe^ Liberty and Safety of the Mul- 
titude thisrefore, ought to be the ika'gifttdtes 
chief Aim ^ and when he deviates froW that to 
ufurp a falfe Granddur, he becotfieS a Public Ene- 
my, and liable to be fo treated by all that have 
any Power to do themfelves Juitice. The not 
obferving thofe Regards is what has rhade Mo- 
narchy fo odious to all i^sx^Qreekt^ who ai;e a 
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fpirituous and wife Peojde, not to be us'd as the 
J)arbarous Nations are by their Tyrants j and that 
Prince in any of the Greek Settlements, who (hall 
be fond of Depoftic Power, may exercife it a 
while, yet muft not expeO: to efcape always their 
Refeqtnients. His very Guards will in time da 
his Worl?,. and deliver thofe People by his Death, 
whom they opprefs'd by his Command when Li- 
ving, For. that Power, which is with the Con- 
sent of the People is more glorious and more la- 
fting. For is it not more glorious to command 
over Men than Beafts ? And can any Gpvern-i 
ment of Violence that fets all Hand? and Heads tQ 
work to pull it down, be fo lafting and fori), as 
that which ev'ry onp is concern'd to defend ey'n 
for their ovyn f^kes. I know Tyrants are often 
excus'd for their Maleadminiftration by throwing 
their ill Aftions; on their Favourites, 5ut, Pha^ 
laris ! believe me , that Prince that will have* 
any Favourite, will never be popukf, nor ever 
attain the. true end of Government ^ for he wUl 
lean to the Inftigatioiis of the Favourite, . tho' to. 
the Ruin qf his reople-, jhe Favourite having al- 
ways private Ends to drive on , too diftinCI: from 
the Public Good : but .'a Prince ought to be the 
Common Father of his, Peopl? ^ and he that is 
not fo is anfwerable for the Tranigreffions of his 
Favourites, fince he tran^greffea the Eiid of his 
Government, by having any Favourite at all. Tho' 
this be my Principle, yet can I never do an ill 
thing CO promote it ^ and to have miirthefd yoa 
on your trufting me with your Life, might have 
pleas'd fame, but muft jiiuly havQ gained me In- 
famy qriough among the Wife and the Good. 
And again,what Advantage lo AgrigentumihoM^diX 
have done? By rem6ving you made way for another, 

Who. 
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who might have had lefs Moderation andGoodnefi. 
For Agrigentum^ that cou'd fuflFer any Tyrant to 
Reign over her, will never be without one •, and 
if me mnft have one , 'tis happier for her to 
have Vhalaris^ than any other. Your Prefents are 
truly Royal \ your Therickan Goblets very ufeful, 
and the Antique Work of your Bowls worthy Ad- 
mttation ^ your Twenty Virgins very beautiful ^ 
and your Salary exceeding magnificent •, the Attic 
Crowns I have divided among the Virgins in Mar- 
riage y and the Salary I muft not meddle with, left 
taking Pay from a Tyrant, I fliou'd juftly bring 
my Principles into queftion \ your Phials and 
Bowk are Monuments enough of your Gratitude, 
which when we facrifice to Bacchus will always 
bring ycfu in our Minds. I wifli I cou'd as well 
cure your Mind of the Diftemper that debilitates 
it^ as I did your Body of that which brought you 
fi) low. You have a Soul, you have Wifdom , 
jou have Reafon, and how can all thefe be latis- 
tfi, with oppreffing Mankind, and living in per- 
netuat Apprehenfions of the Aflaffinator's Stab ^ 
IS it not more noble, tiaore worthy a great Soul, 
to be a 6enefa9:or, than an Oppreffor of Men ^ 
The Gods that made us, prove this ^ is there or 
can there bie any thing tnore excellent, more 
wonderful, ot more wife than Jupiter ? and yet 
he it is that has made all the Delights and Bene- 
fits of the Univerfe for the happinels of Man. 
He choofes to be our Benefactor , and Rules not 
us without regard to the Rules of I^eaibn. Imi- 
tate the Gods, confultyour Wiidom, follow your 
Reafon, fet Agriglnttim free, and doubt not your 
own Safety ^ for (houM you die, you had better 
die belov'd by Men than hated by them, doing ra- 
ther good than ill 5 and. in a word deliveripg your 

Coun-^ 
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Countiy rather than oppreffing it. Your Country, 
I fay, for tho' you are no Native of 4£rigentum^ 
yet while you goyem it^ it is peculiarly yours. 
You praifenay Honour in not betraying noy l^ufti 
imitate what you praife^ you are intrufted vyith 
Ae Liberty and Happinefs of A^rigentum^ de- 
ftroy her not, for the Rewards of Tyranny, the 
foolifh Witchery of a Defmic Command ^ betray 
not the Public Truft for a Private Gain, for had I 
betray'd a Private Truft for a Public Gain, PMi- 
ris bad been now foigot. But this is a Diflemaer 
ao Herbs can cure, the Gods alone can betla 
difiemper'd Mind, which in Return for your P119- 
feots I wi(lt they may. Farewel. 



LETTER XLVI. 

Phalaris to Nicippus, thankfng lam for ra^ 
eeivmg bis PrefentSj and aajp^aintimg him 
tfphat be defignd on Ids rtfufd of them. 

YOU have extreamly oblig'd me in accepting 
my Prelents : And now I mult cell you whac 
I defign'd on your refuiii^ them. Whereas you 
laid, you wfere apprdienfive that the Syracufiam 
might take fatal Cognizance of yont taking Pre* 
lents of me, I refolv'd if you refused them to ac- 
cufe you, as hav'uig accepted them, and lb yow 
Refufid had been as dangerous as your Accep* 
tince,or rather the Refuial had been greater ^ for 
my denying the Prelenting them if received, bad 
brought you off, but my declaring your Accep* 
tance, if refus'd had certainly omdemq'd yott. 
FareweL 

LETTER 
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LETTER XLVn. 

Phalaris to the People ^/Aftypalaea his Native 
Cityy exprejpng ^is fatisfSion for their 
applying themjelves tQ mm to ferve his 
Countrj. 

YQU, my fellow Citizens, have been the Caufe 
of the greateft Grief to me, tho' I have had 
many and fudden Events, and of the greareft Joy 
of all my Life, for I wou'd not be thought infenfi- 
ble of Pleafure. . The Grief yotj gave me when 
you Banifh'd me unjuftly from my Country, which 
is almoft infupportable, ev'n to them who by 
Crimes have deferv'd it. The Joy was when you 

Eublickly remembring me, and the Injuftice of my 
lanilhment. in the Punifliment of the Authors of 
it, apply'd your felv'es to me as a Man who 
lovM my Country, and wou'd cio any thing to 
ferve it, tho' I had fuffer'd byit-, for ho Man 
wou'd feek a Favour of him he thinks his Enemy, 
por accept a Benefit from the Perfon he hates. 1 
will not now complain that you never made ufe 
of me before^ but. thapk you! for doing it now. 
So that you fcem to beftow the Favours ypu de- 
maind upon me ^ fo great a value I have for the 
Addrels you 'have made me^ for Iftjou'd notte- 
ceive a Benefit from my Country with half the 
Satisfa&ion I beftow one on it. What can be 
more defirable to a Lover of his Country > What 
more glorious than to ferve his Countrymen ? You 
muft accufe the Wiilter Sealbn of the Year, not 
nie, nor your Ambafladors, that the P^refents I fent 
youj came later than they fliou'd hare done ^ 
;.;::'.. for 



for neither of us wanted zeal enough to haften 
the Difpatcb, but the uncommon Tempefts that 
difturb'd the Sea , deter'd all the Seamen from 
venturing their Ships out of the Harbours. But 
if what we fend you reach your hands you are ith 
debted to Fortune. What we have elfe to Jay 
your Ambafladours will inform you, Eubulus^ to 
whom I have given Letters for you, accompanies 
them, and will give you a Lift of what I fend, and 
particular Orders about fome of them : As to the 
reft I leave them to your Dire£iion. the Money 
I wou'd have employed in the Reftoration and Orna- 
.ment of our City ^ nor wou'd 1 have you to do this 
in Complai(ance to my Advice, but thro' your own 
confents and zeal for the Public, for no Man ever 
yet was good out of Complement to another. But 
fbou'd you divert thefe Subiidies from their Public 
ufe, which I can never believe you wou'd be 
guilty of, alTure your felves, the Givers Praife 
wou'd not be lefs, than the Abufers Shams and 
Infamy. Perhaps it may feem abfurd for an 
Exile to be fo folicitous for the Good of his 
Country, as to part with his own Money to ftop 
its fall, yet is it really fo, for thofe who live in it 
negleft its Decay, and do not flxive to reftore it 
by a foreign Expence. But if you think my Pre- 
fects worthy that Honour, believe I fend them 
to Pofterity, to my Country, and to my Countries 
Gods : And thus you will reap a greater Praife 
than by beftowing your private Treafures. The 
Giver has his Praife from his Gifts, the. Receiver 
from a right ufe of them. I had rather have you 
receive a Proof of my Virtue, than Liberality ^ 
for one is an Argument only of a large Fortune, 
the other of a largg^SouL FareweL 
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LETTER. XLVIII. 
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7^^ People ^/ Aftypalea, to Phalaris Tyrant 
* ^/-AgFigentum, inciting him home^ as Lord 
df their Country. 

YOUR Prefents (hew'd at once the Magnifi- 
cence of your Mind, and your Love to your 
native Country, your Banifhment ftoni whence has 
fiiice been pilnifh'd in its Authors ^ tho' indeed the 
'Public, was obliged to their Guilt, and you have 
the Benefit of their Injuftice, for without it you 
■cou'd never have been a Benefaftor to ' your 
-Couiitry. The propitious Gods drove you froni 
us to preferve us ^ for while your* Virtue was with 
^ou, you cou'd not be unhappy, and your native 
4Viiaom imuft needs make you Great -wherever 
^oii fhou'd fettle. Fair Agrigehtim. was the 
Flace that Fare had deftin'd for your Glory and 
'cur Happineft, for while you were her Lord, (he 
had Wealth and Power ehdiigh to lave your fal- 
ling Country troni Perdition. The Gods that pre- 
'ferV'd you, convcyM yoar Prefents fafe, and we 
'have difpoS'd them according lo your Order, affu- 
tingourfelves, that no better ule cou'd be made 
* of them than c:n\ common Prefervatioo and Dig- 
' nity. The City of Aftypaia: . ccnfeflTes lier Refto- 
'rer, ciiid almotr Foi^nder^ and as dejr as Lincrry 
-'has always bec^n to'her, t):^5nks the cannot loie 
-it Hyeiitrui3:'ng it in !:s"\H^nvJ^,^ whoit zea! lor 
hei- ev'ii in t^x'lc, hai^ v'lwu l^erihat Youth and 
Vigour, vv'.ihcut wb Lii K>c iniift have expired. 
She envys thoic ot Agngcntu?)!^ tliac niuit poficfs 
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the Hero, that fhou'd make her Glorious, while 
the Leontines^ Himerians^ and oth-^r Rival Ciri js 
of Sici/y^ contribute to the Prowels oi' Agri^e/j- 
tum^ under the ConduQ: of PhaLiris. What Tro- 
phies might not this City hope from fuch a Con- 
duft. Valour and wonted Succefs? This, O 'Pha- 
laris ! is the common Voice : if a Par-y banilh'd 
you, the whole City invites you home, and on 
thofe advantageous Terms that may make amends 
for her paft Error, while (he commits her Liber- 
ty into your Hands. FareweL 



LETTER XLIX- 

Phalaris to . his Countrymen of AftypaleS ^ 
blaming them for courting him to the Ty- 
ranny of his own Country : with a defer iption 
of Tyranny. 

YOU amaze me, O ye Men ofAJiypalea ! and 
make me almoft to repent of rhe Prefents I 
fent you, and that I have preferv'd my falling 
Country, which you have thus a mind to deltroy. 
What wou'd you make me a facrilegeous Purcha- 
fer of the Liberty of my Country ? And did I onlir 
tefcue her from Ruin, to deftroy her my Self? 
No, no, my Countrymen^ whatever Neceflity 
has thrown me on this Tyranny over Agrigentum^ 
believe not that any (hall make me opprefs'my 
own Native City* Luft of Power has not yet fo 
much infefted nie, as to bury all ocher Confidera- 
tions ^ I am not infenfible of the Odium I have 
drawn upon me by being a Tyrant over a foreign 
People^ how rauft that encreafe, if I (hou'd repeat 
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it o^ the Place of my Nativity. Neceffity., not 
Choice gave me this Throne, virhetein I have on* 
ly this Pleafure, that thereby I have preferv'd my 
Country. Parricide, nor all the Cruelties Pm ac- 
cused of wou'd be fafficient to harden me enough 
for fo impious an Undertaking. If thefe are my 
lentiments of my felf on fo vile an Enterprize, 
how great is your Guilt, who wou'd betray your 
felves to Thraldom ? Sure you are the Firft that 
of a Free People ever courted Slavery. You' 
have not fure confider'd enough what Tyranny is, 
take from me then the Pifture of it. 'Tis to have 
no more Power o'er your Words and Aftions, over 
your Wife and Family, your Goods and Eftate, 
your Sons and Ehughters, for all is the Tyrant's ^ 
your Property all devolves to hhn and his Crea- 
tures, and is feiz'd with your Lives when once 
you begin to murmur or be uneafie. There is no 
Law but his Will, nor any Redrels for the Inju- 
ries he does you, but the Power that does it, 
which will never be againft its own Exiftence. 
A Tyrant cannot be Juft if he wou'd ^ he is fur- 
rounded by Guards and Courtiers, who defend 
him ac once from the Aflaults of the People, and 
of Truth , for all he hears is by others Ears, and 
what he fees by others Eyes, nor can he diftin- 
guifh betwixt the true and falfe Reprefentation of 
Things, becaufe the Reprefenters have not only 
an interelt in FaUhood, but likewife an Art to 
make it pafs for Truth, whereby both the Prince 
f sf mpos'd on and the People abus'd. Nor is there 
any Remedy but free accefs for the People, but 
that is Popular, and contrary to the Jealoufie of 
a Tyrant-, fo near an approach of promifcuous 
People, wou'd too often alarm his Fears. So 
that in a Tyranny, the happieft State is to be 
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miferable and content ^ for if you fiir you die, and 
with you dejftroy your Family, for to put the Fa- 
ther to death and leave the Children, is to leave 
Ten Enemies for One you remove. If this be an 
inviting Profpeft, fummon fome other, not me, to 
ruin that Country I have fiv'd -, but do it not till 
I die, for if the Force of Agrigentum will Re- 
venge it, the Leontines and other vanaui(h'd Foes 
were happy to what you (hall be ! My Brazen 
Bulls (hall be multiply'd, and Croflfes and Wheels 
furround the Walls of Aflypalea : Think it enough 
that I facrifice you not to the People on this Ac- 
count, and grow honeft, and love your Country , 
that is your felves ^ for when the Public's unfafe^ 
there can be no private Security ev^ to the Rich- 
elt, whofe Wealth alone will make them an ear- 
ly rrey to Power. FareweL 



LETTER L. 

ptialaris to the Athenians, in Defence of his 
putting Perilaus, Maker of the Brazen Bull^ 
firfl into it. 

YOUR Artift Verilaus^ ye Men of Athens^ 
brought me a Piece of wonderful Work- 
man(hip, the Art of which was fb extraordinary 
that at the fame time it procur'd my Wonder it 
gave liim a welcome Reception, obliging me to 
piake him Prefents worthy his Performance and 
Country. This encqurag'd him, in a little time, to 
bring to Agrigentum^ a Bull made of Bra(s, much 
jigger than the Life. I confels I was not a littU 
pleas'4 ^t the Prefeqt of fo artful a Figure of aa 
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Animal fo friendly to humane kind, and thought 
it indeed a Prefent worthy a King, for he had 
not yec difcover'd to me thefecret Tortures it con- 
lain'd : But opening its Side, he difclos'd it full 
ot Cruelty, and pregnant of the moft infamous 
and terrible of Deaths- Then I thought, I 
ought to punifti the ill Principles of Pm/j//j, as 
well as praife his Art -, being of Opinion that 
the wicked Artift (fince I cou'd find none more 
wicked) (hou'd firft make Tryal of his own inge- 
nious Mifchief. Shutting him up therefore in 
the Body ot his r>razen Bull, according to his 
own J'reftionsaf ire was lighted about it, and fo 
, he iiiade a true experiment of his own Invention, 
ai 'he Executioners inform me, for I did not care 
to fee it as much a Tyrant as I am, his Groans 
and Lamentations making a folitary noife like to 
the Bellowing of a Bull. But ye Men of ^/^^;?j-, 
I am fuipriz'd at your taking this Punilhment 
amifs, lior am I able yet to perfuade my felf that 
Report ill this particular does you Juftice. If 
your Refentment proceed from an Opinion that 
this Punifhment was not fevere enough, I confefs 
if I had known any greater he fhou'd have had k ^ 
but if you think he deferv'd none at all , you 
feem to contradift that Charafter of Humanity, 
which the World gives you, by defending and 
extolling the greatelt of Cruelties •, for this muft 
be the Sentiment of fome particular Man, or of 
the whole City, which will be mofl: eafiiy difco- 
ver'd by your Conduft towards me. If his 
Death was juft, and there be no Athenian of his 
cruel Temper, then you blame me for a Benefit ^ 
but if you make his Death unjuft, you at the fame 
time make your, felves as wicked as tcrilaus was. 
I muft f onfefs, I cannot yet repent of what I 
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have done, and as long as I cannot conviO: my 
felf of any Injuftice, I (hall not much concern my 
felf at the falfe Cenfure of others. But I own if 
I have dealt unjulfly by I erilaus^ I nave robb'd 
my felf of my Caution, and the greareft defence 
of my Royalty ^ yet I ani fully perfuaded neither 
you nor any of the Grecians^ will thiiik riiy Pu- 
nifhment of him contrary to the fevergft Rules of 
Juttice, in making him undergo that Deach he 
had invented for other?. I conudefd notoiily the 
Reputation of Greece in general, but my own in 

Particular in what I did : By making me fuch a 
refent, he in fome meafure infinuated, that I my 
felf deie*rv'd the like Fate. And tho' he by this 
invented a moft cruel Torment for Tray tors and 
Confpirarors againft my Perfon and Dignity, 
which might feem a fort of Obligation to me j 
yet I overlooked all thofe Benefits, to give way 
for Caution and Royal Jealoufie, which he wou'd 
have brib'ci ^ which make my JulUce and Senience 
the more excellent and perfpicuous, in letting no 
private Confiderations corrupt the Diftates ot Ju- 
llice, or mingle in its Decifions. Nor was I ig- 
norant, that the pardoning of greater Criminals 
cou'd be no Injury to rny Intereft. I knew that 
an Opinion of my Mildnefs, wou'dbut encourage 
Confpiracies -, and I was fenfible that this Punilh- 
ment of Pm/^/zi-, wpu'd be conftru'd by alias an 
Averfion to Crueky, and I faw perhaps that I had 
better make ufe of his Genius for the Terror of 
Confpirators ^ but notwithflanding all thele Re- 
fleftions, being under no neceffity of hunting af- 
ter Praife, I thought it an Impiety to let fuch a 
Man efcape, whofe mifchievous Brain was em- 
ployed in Inventions of fo cruel and fatal a Con- 
lequence to Mankind. This prevailed on. me to 

I 4 deli- 
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deliver him over to tliat Torment he had found 
out for Qthers, who had never defign'd him any 
Wrong. Some perhaps among ye, O Athenians I 
may 4^vote me to the Furies^ and think that no 
one Man can be able to undergo all thofe Punifli- 
ments I deferve, and imagine^^ that I condemned 
him to v\rhat I merited my felf. But if you 
wpu'd lay Prejudice afide a Iktle, and confult not 
your Hatred and the Oiiurn you have to my Dig- 
nity, I dare believe, on a juft Deliberation, you 
wou'd find, that whatever! do^ that has thefice 
of Cruelty, is not out of my own Defire, or In- 
clination, but meerly the effea of Neceflity ^ and 
I ought not to have the Commands of Tor rune, 
whidh cannot be difobey'd, imputed to me as a 
Crime, which muft always be voluntary. The 
fieceffity of being cruel, which Tyranny brings 
9long with it, takes not away my Knowledge 
of the Evil, which is yet heightned, by being in- 
capable of Amendment) for fure no Man- deiires 
to be Cruel if it cou'd be avoided : And I wifh 
with an earneftneft not to be exprefs'd, that I 
was not compelled to thofe A£lions I cannot fhun, 
for fetting thofe afide, I may pretend to a Virtue 
above the Common Level. I put it to^your felves^ 
Athenians ! Whether on a *difcovery of a Con^ 
fpiracy againft you, you-wou'd not punifli the 
Xiuilty totheutmoft extremity ? lam very fenfible^ 
how Jittle Advantage I reap from this Conduft, 
yet- comfort my felf; that vdiat I do, is not what 
I defire. I wifh thofe I punifli, had the fame ex* 
tufe for, theh: Confpiracies, for Moft wile Athe^ 
nians , I imitate your Manners in this Execution 
on Verilausi^ * and he has only experienced a Tyrant's 
force according' to his own Idea of it, not accor- 
ding to my Temper. . I wou'd have you throughly 

convinc'd^ 
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convinced, that had I been 9 Pdyate Man I had 
not teen Perilaus^ nor wou'd he have been Phala* 
ris lad he been a Tyrant ^ for he, that in his 
private Capacity cou'd have no motive of Cruelty, 
and yet cou'd invent fuch barbarous Torments, 
had he been a Tyrant, muft have depopulate his 
Kin^om y and I who punifh'd a Cruelty of this 
Nature, (hew, that what I do is out of iN eceffity, 
and a greater pain to me, than to the Sufferer. 
Wherefore you wou'd bring the laft Infamy on 
you, not only if you ftiou'd relent the Death of 
terilaus^ but alfo if you (hou'd fuffer any of his 
Temper to Live. By his Invention he affronted 
and nnn'd apinft Humane Nature it felf •, but 
more immediately againft you , by cafiing the Bar- 
barity of his own Temper on the City of his Na* 
tivity , as if it were a National not a Particular 
Offence. After what I have laid, I do not doubt 
but I (hall have the Applaufe of all Athens iot 
what I hdve done, for fojuft a Sentence is worthy 
fo noble a People *, and if there be any who are 
not pleased with this fort of Death , let them 
Gonfider, it was not more agreeable to ferilaus 
himfelf. Farewd. 
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« « 
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iphalaris to Agefflaus, inviting bis Return 
* yr^^rSyracife home fo him^ and bis Wife 

Thelefippe. 

THE fair TheleJIppe^ feems to be very much con- 
certfd, at your long and tedious (lay at 5/- 
Xacufe. She a£U the Wifq with that tendernels 

i> ..';-.'.. and 
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and modefty, that (he preffes me as if I had a par- 
ticular Authority over you to halten your Return, 
unable it feems to bear fo anxious an Ablence. 
She preffes alfo her Father, on che fame account : 
I fuppofe you are not ignorant of what (he threa- 
tens to do, on your longer delay. She imagines 
( have power to oblige your Return , on the con- 
trary, 1 tell her, (he has ; for J can't believe you 
value Pha/aris^ equal to ^Chelejiffe. Make hafte 
therefore back to thofe who dwfire yo^jr Compa* 
ny, whether (he, or I be the Morive : for tho' I 
am fo much your Friend that Gratitude wou'd 
demand feme power over you, yet has (he Cnarms 
and Merit wnich jultly chrjU'.'nge your OSedience 
to fo kind a Command ^ and who elfe wou'd not 
flie to Arms fo agreeably beautiful and fo chafte? 
So whetner Friendfhip or Love have moft power 
in your Breaft, Agngentum will foon be happy 
in your Prefence. Farewel. 



LETTER. LH. 

The Emperour Marcus Aurelius, to the Ladies 
of Rome, that had made and playd a Farce 
upon him 5 being a fevere Satjr on the Fair 
Sex. 

WHilfl: I continue at Rhodes^ improving my 
felf in the Art of Oratory, you, I under- 
ftand, have made and play'd a Farce upon me at 
RomCy on the Feaft of the great Goddefs Berecin^ 
thta. What you intended by this fort of Proceed- 
ing I have alfo learn't, which was to expofe my 
Life and trample upon my Fame. The Authors 

of 
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of this piece of Scandal I have likewife heard 10 
be, Avilina for the Compofition, Lucia Vuloia tor 
the Tranfcribing, and you Toringula for the Sing- 
ing Part. It feems y6u reprefented me after dif- 
ferent Manners. ¥ou gave me a Book turned iip- 
fide down, tofignifie I was an abfurd Philofopher : 
You made me go with my Tongue lolling our, to 
fliew I was a bold Speaker : You planted Horns 
upon my Forehead, to make me pals for a com- 
mon Cuckold : You put a trayling Pike into my 
Hand, to denote me a Cowardly Leader : You re- 
prefented me with no Beard, as an efFc^minare Per- 
fon : And laftly bound an Handkerchief about my 
Eyes, to make me look as if I had been a con- 
demned Criminal. Moreover not contented with 
all this, you at another time equipped me after a 
new Manner. You made me a Statue with Feet 
of Straw, Legs of Wood, Thighs of Brafs, Belly 
of Horn, Arms of Pitch, Hands of Pafte, Head 
of Plaifter, Affes Ears, Serpents Eys, Cars Teeth, 
a Scorpions Tongue, Hair of Vine-Roots, and a 
Forehead of Lead, whereon were engraven the 
following Capitals, M. N. T. N. I. S. U. S. which 
fignify'd, as 1 take it. That this Statue of mine^ 
was composed of no inore different Materials^ than 
I was 0/ variety of Falfehoods. Now after all thefe 
affronts put upon me, I cannot but wonder how 
you cou'd have the Affurance to fend Fulvius Fj- 
britius^ to ask me a Queftion in y.our Names > 
Yet to fhew you, your harmlefs Satyr does not in 
the leail affeft me, I will gratlfie your Requeft, 
tho' you have fo little deferv'd it of me. Your 
Queftion is. Whether I have found in all the courfe 
of wy Reading^ of tohat^ by whom^ where^ when^ 
what and how the Jirji Woman was made ? To 
yyhich I anlwer, that according to ithe great vari- 
; ety 
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^ty of People that have been in this World, theix 
Opinions have been likewife various. The Mgyp- 
tians held that by the Overflowing of the Nile^ 
ceriain fat clots of Earth being thrown upon the 
Shore, and there left, lipgn the«jeflqx the Sun by its 
proliiick virtue impregnated them, and turn'd 
them to Worms, one of which afterwards becaipe 
Woman. J^ow your Ladiflhiips muft know, that 
had not thi$ Riy?r overflowed, your Sex had ne- 
ver had a Being. All other Cr^aturjes have pro- 
ceeded trom their Mothers Bowels, except Wo- 
tnan only, who you fee never had a Mother. 
And this feems to be true in aU refpe^b, for as 
Woman was at firit irregular in her Birth, fo h^s 
(he been ever fince both in her Life and Death. 
Truly that Man has a great deal to fufFer, many 
Wiles to find out, a long tinnie to Thuik, mucj^ 
Afliftance to require, mapy Years to wait, many 
Women to fearcb atnongft, befo|:e he fliall meet 
with one that will be govqrn'd by Reafon. Be 
the Lion never fp wild , at length he may be 
brought to be led by hi$ Keeper ^ be the Bull 
never fo 6erce, at laft he may be taken by the 
Horns : The Hor^ in time fubipits to the Bit, an4 
the young Colt tp the Saddle ^ only Woman the 
moft peryerfe of all Animals, never liofes either 
her Imperipufnefs or Difobedience. the Gods 
have made Man i^ife, and endu'd Beafts with na* 
tural Inftina, yet are neither of them able to de- 
fend themfelves againft the Subtilties of Woman. 
Her Obftinacy alfo is not lefs remarkable than heir 
Cunning ^ for if (he has a mind to $tay , no Spuy 
can make her go forward •, and if on the contrary 
fhe enclines to go, no Reins can hold her in. Ii| 
a Word, no Law can bind her, Shame refliain her, 
fear ahjfti her, nor Punilhment reform hex. Tp 



• /iSf ANTIENTS. i^ 

what a hard Fate is he exposed that is oblig'd to 
take care of a Woman's Conduft ? For where 
once (he entertains an Opinion, all the Arguments 
in the World (hall not beat her out of it. If a 
Man give her warning of any Danger, fhe wiU 
never believe him •, if he gives her good Advice, 
(he will never take it j if he threatens her, ftie 
prefently complains •, if he flatters her, (he irti- 
mediately grows Proud ^ if he bears with her, (he 
becomes Spitefiil ^ and if he applauds her. Bold. 
In a Word, a Woman never pardons an Injury, nor 
acknowledges a Benefit. Now a days the moft 
fimple of the Sex, will pretend to Wit j and yet 
the wifeft of them fwerves from Wildom. They 
know not how little they know , and how much 
diey are ignorant. They will determine fudden- 
If upon the moft arduous Matters, as if they had 
ftudy'd for it a Thoufand Years. Yet if you con- 
tradid them in their Opinions, they wiU take 
you for the very Word of Enemies. Bold is that 
Woman who prefumes to give Advice to a Man, 
but much bolder he that thinks fit to take it. As 
he is a Fool that hearkens to it, fo is he much 
more that asks it, and yet more that follows it. 
Let him that ha^ not a mind to fiumble among lb 
many Stones , prick himfelf among fo many 
Thorns , nor blifier himfelf ^mong fo many Net- 
des, give Ear to the Advice I give: When he is 
to promiie, let him not do it fparingly i and 
when to perform, acquit himfelf niggardly ^ that 
is to lay, let him do juft nothing. I would fain 
have divers dead Heroes ask'd, how they far'd 
with Women while they liv'd? Fm fure they 
were dealt fo ill by, on their accounts, that they 
would never defire to return to Life, for their 
fikes. But if you do not thiok fit to give Credit 

10 
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to what thefe Men fufFer'd, demand of me holv t 
have far'd with that Sex } Oh Women, Women ! 
The very remembrance I had my Being from ye, 
makes me abhor Life \ and for fear of living any 
longer among ye, wifli for Death •, this being .by 
much more eligible than your Converfation- I 
have often wondered how a Man can dote on a 
Woman fo much, as to gaze on her all Day, tum- 
ble about with the Thoughts of her all Night, 
be continually enquiring after her when Abfent, 
and when prefent making her oflfers of Service j 
chufe Daiknefs before Light, prefer Solitude to 
Company, torment himfelf inceflantly, and all a- 
bout fuch a trifle as Love ? In this Cafe he neither 
hearkens to the Counfel of his Friends, the Re- 
flections of his Enemies, the E)anger of his Life, 
the Hazard of his Honour, or jhe Lois of his Eftate j 
nor during this Enthufiafm, ever fees with his 
Eyes, hears with his Ears, taftes with his Mouth, 
or feels with his Hand. All his Senfes are fur- 
rendered up to Love, and all his Refolutions de- 
dicated to Folly. I would fain have theie Lovers 
know how this Love of theirs is occafion'd. The 
Bowels wherein we were conceiv'd being of Flefti, 
the Brealts we have fuck'd being of Flefh, the 
Arms we were nourifiVd in being of .Flefh, the 
Women wc have always conversed with being of 
Flefh, our Afteftion mult naturally encline to- 
wards iheFleih. Yet, Ladies. 1 wou'd not have 
ye Vain, becaufe I have allowed it natural to love 
ye, fintc I mull ac the fame rime aflfirm, that yef 
are lopfe in your Thoughts, iubtle in your ^fti- 
ons, and deligning in your Wo^ds. Now let us 
come CO uie Second Opiiiion concerii'iig the Ma- 
king of Women, which wjS long lince prouounc'd 
by the Qneks alter this manner. Ihey laid chat 

th9 



the Sun difplaying his Beams more in the Defarts 
of Arabia^ than in any other part of the World, 
at the beginning firft appeared there one Woman 
and one Fho^nix^ the one being the Produftion of 
Fire and the other of Water. Of the l?hcenix\ (hall 
fay nothing, but as for the Woman, they aflSrm'd 
her produced by the Influence of the Sun, on the 
Dult that fell from a Worm-eaten Tree, which 
when fir'd burnt till it became Woman. Now 
tho' I am a Roman Philofopher and no Graciariy 
yet do 1 not much diflike this Opinion, fince it is 
moft certain that you amorous Ladies, have your 
Tongues of the Nature of Fire, and your Conditi- 
ons not different from the Roctennef^pf a Worm- 
eaten Tree. According to the gi^t* variety of 
Animals, Nature has placed their Strength in dif- 
ferent parts of their Bodies. The Eagle has hers 
;in her Beak, the Unitom his in his Horn, the Ser- 
pent in his Tail, the Bull in his Head, the Bear 
in his Paws, the Horfe in his Breaft, the Dog in 
'fiis Teeth, the Boar in his Tusks, the Wood- 
Dove In her Wings , and the Women in their 
Tongues. Truly, Ladies, the flight ofthe Wood- 
Dove is not fo lofty as your fantaftick Notions: 
The Bear does noc wound more with his Paws, 
than you do fome Mens Minds with your Impor- 
tunities : The Boar does not more tire the Dog 
that affaults him, than ye do the poor unhappy 
Lover that Courts ye : He does not r^n fo much 
rilque of his Life, that catches a Bull by the 
Horns, as he that falls into your unmerciful 
Clutches : In a Word, the Serpent carries not fo 
•much Poyfon in his Tail, as. yoa Women do in 
•your Hearts. Now tho' I have hitherto been fo 
•feyere upon the Fair Sex in general, yet muft I 
except all thofe Koman Ladies, who have any 

Title 



1^8 LETTERS of 

to the CharaCler of good, whereof there ale ttiaoy. 
My de%n is only to expofe fiich as are bad, than 
whofe vicious Courf^§ no Poyfpn is more pernici- 
ous to Man. But fince the Gods have ordain'd 
and our Deftinies do permit, that we (hould not 
pafs our Lives without theoi, I adviJfe all young 
Men, befeech all that are old, rouze up (he fa- 
culties of the Wife, and Infiru£k the Simple, to 
beware and flie from Women of an ill Fame, as 
they would do firom. a common Peftilence. Read- 
ing the other day the Laws pf jP/j/<?, I obferv'd 
this Paflage concerning ill Women ; ^ We ordain^ 
laid that ramous Law-giver, That ^ery Woman 
ibho has beiin puhlickbjf Infamous^ Jhould be as pub- 
lic A/y laflfiqut of the City^ voherein Jhehas behaved 
her felf fo infamoufly 5 to the end that other Wo- 
men beholding the Funijhment that has been in- 
fliSed on her Crime^ may avoid the like Viee^ for 
fear of the like fate. Allb, in another place of 
the fapje Law, he foys^ We farther ordain^ that 
the Woman who Jhall commit a fault only in her 
Verfon^ fhall be forgiven^ fraviding there be any 
hopes of Amendment feen in her 5 but as for her 
that jhall effend with her Tongue^ let her never 
be pardoned ^ inafmuch as the former Crime pro- 
ceeds from a natural frailty^ when this is the Off- 
fpring ofajiud/d Malice. O moft divine Flato ! 
Mirror of Underftanding and Prince of Philofo- 
fophers, if thou mad'ft this Law in the time of 
the Golden Age , when there were fo few ill 
Women in the World , and fo many good in 
Greece^ what wouldft thou now have done in 
^me^ where we have fo many bad and fo few 
good ? Women are to be modeftin their Counte- 
nances, fparing in their Speech, wife in their Un- 
derilandings, Ibber in their Gate, fweet in their 

Dilpo^ 
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Difpofitions, wary in their Words, and circumfpea: 
in all their Aftions. They are alfo to be true to 
their Fromifes , and conftant in their Aflfeftions. 
Likewife (he that has a mind to be well efteem'd 
by all, let her truft to the Wifdom of wife Men, 
and flie from the Flattery of Fools. Let a Virtu- 
ous Woman have always fo great regard to her 
Reputation, as to fufpeft him that makes extra- 
vagant Fromifes ^ fince when the Flames of Venus 
are once kindled, and Cupid has delivered his Ar- 
rows, the rich Man offers all he has, and the Foor 
all he can 5 the wife Man fwears he will ever be 
her Friend, and the Fool profefle^ himfelf her hum- 
ble Servant •, nay both proffer to lay down their 
Lives for her fake : The old Dotard crys he will 
be a Friend to her Friends, and the young Bully 
vows he will be an Enemy to her Enemies, Some 

firomife to pay her Debts, others to revenge her 
njuries •, but all this while (he fuffers them to 
make their Brags, and takes to the Courfe flie 

?leaies. I (hall now ceafe to fay ?ny more of the 
irtuous Women, it being not' my Intention to 
Counfel thofe that have no occafion for AdvicCj^ 
and proceed to ask you Amorous Ladies, ifP/ato 
was among ye, when ye play'd a Farce upon me^ 
and dragg'd a Statue, reprefenting me, abK>ut^ the 
Streets of Rome > No certainly, tor according to 
what I have feen , and what others have faid 
of je, there are but few among ye, that his 
Laws would have excused from Puni(hment. One 
thing ye cannot deny me, and that is, that if I 
had been the very worft of Men,' ye would by this 
time have found the end of my V illanies, where- 
as the leaft wicked among you, by far exceeds the? 
moft blameablq A9:ion that ever I was guilty of^ 
Wile Women rua no fnf^aU rifque in living near 
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the Foolifh, Modeft near the Sh^rneleft, R^ferv'4 
near the Talkative, Meek near the Bold, Chafte 
near the Defird, nor Reputable near the Oefam'd j 
for Women that* arp Infamous themfelves, either 
think all others fo, defire they (hould be fo, ftrive 
to make them fo, or procure to haye them fo, and 
then a%m they are fo •, all which they do, that 
they may conceal their own Infamy, by expofing 
pthers to the like CharaSer, tho* undefervedly, 
O you Ladies, 'tis now a long time fince I have 
known you, and you me, therefor? if you are 
difpos'd to fppak, I am difpos^d to do fo alfo^ if 
you know any thing, 1 likewife know fomething j 
if you are filent, I am fq too •, but if you think 
fit to divulge Secrets, I can do fo top. You know 
well, Avilina^ you that oiade the ^f'arce on me^^ 
thkt Eumedes lold Calves fearer at the Market, 
than you did innocent Virgins in your Houfe, 
You trfull needs remember, xoringuk^ that whillt 
you were reckoning up your Lovers in my pre- 
sence, your Fingers being too few to do it, you re- 
quired a Buihel of f eas for that purpofe. You 
cannot forget, huciaFulvia^ that when you werq 
vyith you know who, you know where, your Hus- 
band intervening amidlt your Jollities , you told 
him plainly, that unlels he would coniint you 
fiiould lie out once a We^k. you vi^ould never bed 
with biin more. You piult needs own, Rotaria^ 
that v\?hilft yofU continued two Years on board a 
Sicilian Corjair^ you told him he need provide ho 
other Miftrels, for all his Sl^ps Crew. You, Eu- 
genia Curtia^^ iRuft of neceffity recoUeft, that at 
fuch' time as the Cenfor vifited your Qyarrers, 
he found four Mens Gowns, which you wore a 
Nighrs, and but one Woman's Gown, which yoii 
tyenc doat;h'd with in the Day. You cannpt dq- 
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iiy, Vejjilina Fabrrcia^ but that after Ahtnus Mr 
tellusMdi cfpous'd you before the Cert for ^ hede* 
manded his (hare of what you had got before 
Marriage by your Gallants, You muft confeft, Ca-^ 
tnilla^ that not being contented with the Stallions 
of your own Nation, you entertained Strangers, 
and by that means came to the Knowledge of (c- 
veral Languages, Thus I have only perfecuted 
thofe that firft attacked me, and only attacked fach 
as firft thought fit to perfecute me. As for others 
of your Sex, I have nothing to fay to them, as 
not having ever been concerned in any Scandal up- 
on me. As I have begun my Letter by refenting 
the Injuries done to my Perfon, and carried it on 
with fome fort of Revenge, fo (hall I conclude it 
with advifing all Men not lels to dread your Com- 
pany, than that of a publick P^ftilence, for as all 
other Harths may be efcap'd by abftaining from 
them. Women alone can be avoided by flyingj 
them. This from Marcus Aurelm the Rfc^ 
dian. Farewel. 
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The fame to his Miftrefs Bohemia, diffkadwg 
her, from coming to the Wars to him^ 

I Marcus Aurelius^ Prartor of Rome^ and Impe^ 
rator in Vkicia^ fend Health to the^ my Mi- 
ftrefs Bohemia , living in all the Luxuries of Life. 
Having efcap'd from a late dangerous Battle, \ 
met a Letter of thine. here, which gave me no lefs 
Pifturbance, than all the Malice of my Enemies 
has hitbfrtQ been able to procure roeDifquier, 
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Wh^n I had got my Body difengag'd from thy 
Embraces, I thought my H^rt would, at the fame 
fime, be freed from the Venorn of thy Love. When 
vve had mutually confented tQ p^rt, I believ'd a 
Divorce of A|Fe£Hons would have followed that 
of our Perfons ^ but you Women are fuch cunning 
l?urveyofs, th^t tho' you banifh our Bodies yet you 
entertain a Cbrrefpondencc with our Minds. Your 
Love may eafily be purg'd away, bqt your Luft 
fan never be reraov'd, with all the Rhubarb of 
Alexandria. You (hew you,r Selves very back- 
t^ard in pardoning Enemies, and yet are continu- 
ally changing of Friends. I have curioufly ob- 
ierv'd your Coqdu^, all tbe'while my Youth was 
iubjeQ: to yo^r Charms, and I could never yet 
iind you kept any bounds either in your Love or 
your Hatred. Your prefect Levity quarrels with 
my paft Youth, becaufQ you fee I do not love yoy 
as formerly, por proffer you Service as moft now 
adays do ^ and certainly hearing your Accufation, 
^nd not my Juftification, you as juftly punifh mp 
with Impertinence as I dp you with Forgetfulnefs. 
Yet would I not have you to think that I have 
forgot the Laws of Venus^ which altogether re- 
quire a Man tbi^exercife his Heart iri Love^ alfo 
to take care that his Soul be vigorous, his Body 
^obuft, his Yoice foft and whining, his , Counte- 
nance lad and melanchoUy, hi^ Eyes always 
gazing about, and his Heart ever ready to fly into 
the Air upon the flighteft occafion. T^uly, my 
!^ift^efs Bohemiq^ h^s but 2^ foplifh ^over that 
iuifers his Will to be enllavM while he ha^s hi? 
Uhderltapding at tiberty. This I fay, that thou 
5(ay'tt know that however unfit my Ageniay b? 
[or the Exercife of Love, yet do I ftill retain th§ 
fl^rt; You^^^^^^^ cQpip^ain of iiac^ tb^t I hay? 
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jgiven my felf up altogethet to the negleft of yoti^ 
, which I confefs I havd, my reafon being that it i^ 
neither confiftent with my Gravity nor your YeafSj 
to fpend our time fo idly as in Lovd What may 
be overlooked in Youth, in Age deferves Correfti* 
on. Our Vagaries while young prdceed frdrfit 
Folly,, but when old are the EfFeos of a difletii^ 

Ser'd iBrain. When I was a young Rattlehead, t 
rutted about Streets, fung Catches under Ladies 
Windows, ogled them while I were doing fo^ 
play'd upon Mufical Inftruments, fcal'd tkeit 
Walls, broke their Windows, and do you think I 
knew what I did all the While? No certainly; 
But now that I find my felf wean'd from thefi 
Pleafures^ and have my Head cover' d with Show; 
and my Body diverfified with Aches, I either be- 
lieve I was not then or am not now. Not know- 
ing the way I ftray'd , not feeing the Stones I 
tripp'd, not minding the Snares I was entrapp'd^ 
having no Guide I was fuck'd in by the Whirlpodl^ 
and by my too great forwardnefs was loft. Biit 
now that I am out of the Thorns, why fhould'ft 
thou defire to have ttie iii again > Tho' I haVe 
flood Gentry all the Night, yet calFft thou me iti 
the Morning to my Arms ? By our former Amity 
I befeech thee, and by the immortal Gods con- 
jure thee, that fince my Heart rebels againft thy 
Defires, thy Defires may comply with liiy Heart I 
but that thou may'ft not argue my grey Hairs, 
guilty of Ingratitude, as I can prove thy rair Facd 
wrinkled with Luft, I beg that we may clft il^ 
our AcGountSi, and fee whether we have all this 
While loft or got by oui! Amour. Tell me Mif 
has been the Event of all thefe t^leafures^ but 
Time iU-fpent^ agood Naihe fully'd, a tolerable 
£ftate Waft^ Q:edit loft^ the Gods offended^ 

K i Virtuti 
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Virtue fcandaliz'd, the Title of Brutes acquired, 
and the Surname of Infamous procur'd. Thou 
writeft in thy Letter that thou wilt leave Rome^ 
to come and vifit me in the Wars of Dacia. Re- 
flefting upon thy Folly I laugh, and confidering 
thy Hardinefs I believe thou wilt be as good as 
thy Word. Whilft I am thinking thus, I take 
thy Letter again out of my Bofom doubting if 
it be thine, when my Pulfe immediately begins to 
beat low, and my Colour changes in my Face, ima- 
;ining that either Immodelty abounds in thee, or 
Sravity is wanting in me ^ for fuch inconfiderate 
Proceedings can only be credited by thofe that 
are likewife rafti and inconfiderate. I would fain 
know whither thou haft a mind to go ? Thou haft 
already been gathered for Verjuice , and yet 
would'ft be fold for Wine. I have eaten thee in 
the Bloffom, and yet thou wpuldft needs pals up- 
on me for Fruit. The Kernels be very good, but 
the Shells hard : Thou haft been foon ripe and 
foon rotten, therefore art now to be loath'd. Thou 
art not pleas'd that of Forty years that hang over 
thvT head, twenty five (hould have pafs'd away in 
tailing ^ as of Wine that was to be foldj or Straw- 
berries, that lay conceaVd , under corrupt and 
rotten Leaves. Tell me prythee, Bohemia^ art not 
thou the Lady that has loft moft of her Teeth be- 
fore, has hollow Eyes, white Hair, and a fliri- 
veFd Face, with one Hand lame of the Gout, and 
two Ribs marr'd by Childbearing? Whither 
wouldft thou go, Bohemia ? Put thy felf into a 
Barrel, roul with it into a River, and fee if thou 
doft not come out Weu We have already feafted 
upon the trelh Fifh, and now thou wouldft put 
us off with the fait and mufty. O Bohe?ma^ Bo 
hernia / I am thorough.ly^latisfied, that there is no 

Trufi 
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Ifruft va be put in Youth^ nor any Hope in Age^ 
fince^lcorching Embers can lurk under cold Afhes* 
ThbU complain'ft thou haft nothing, whicH is Ati 
oM Quarrel of the Inetmoratas of Romv^ who tak- 
ing frdm All pretend fo^ for what they want in 
defert, they make up with gbod Luck. But be- 
lieve me, Bohemia^ what is unjuftly gOt, gives little 
Security to the Gainer, and lels Famei 1 can't ima* 
gine how thou coud'ft be fo ravenous gs to worry 
me thus, for if thou pleightedft thy Hair Witn 
one hand, thou wouldft be fure to handle my 
Purfe with the other -, infomuch that I had a 
harder Task to keep thee ftom my Coffers^ than 
I have found to keep my Enemies out of my Do^ 
minions. I never had any thing of value but 
what thou wouldft ask of me, and whatever thoU 
didft ask in thofe days, I had not the Power to 
refufe; but now being experienced by Years, I have 
difcovefd the Follies I was guilty of while Young* 
ThoU complain'ft of Labour and Poverty, when 
'tis I only that have occafion for a Plaifter fof 
thofe Sores. Doft not thoii remember, Bohemia^ hovv 
to fupply thy Neceffities, I wou'd negleSt my own ? 
Nay thou hadft fuch an abfolute Controul over vaf 
Reafon, as to make me go naked in Winter, and 
in Sumtncr over-charg'd with Cloaths 5 to walk a 
Foot thro' the Mire, sttld ride in the fait Way j 
to Mourn where I fhould Laugh, and Laugh whejl 
I fhould Mourn *, my Fear made me Bold, and 
my Boldnefs cowardly ^ the Night 1 fpent in 
^ Sighs, and the Days in Patience^ and in a Word^ 
* whenever thou hadft oocafion for any thing which 
I wanted, I chofe rather to rob my Father of ir, 
than not fuoply thy Neceffity. Tell ifle, Bohemia^ 
how could'ft thou have nourifli'd thy Open FoUie^ 
but at the expencc of my fecret ill ConduQ: > 

K 4 What 
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What do you think you amorous Ladies of Rome 
feetn to me to be ? I look upon ye at Court to be 
Eyefores to the Old, Paftlme to the Young, Trea- 
furers to Fools, and Sepulaes to vicious People j 
and if in your Youth, every body prefented you, 
that you might be in a condition to prefent every 
Body ^ now, on the contrary, you prefent your 
felves to every body, that all may give themfclves 
to you. Thou (ay ft> Bohemia^ thou haft two Sons, 
and wanteft wherewithal to fupport them ^ upon 
which my Advice is, that thou be not a little 
thankful to the Gods, for the favour they have 
done thee -, for whereas the Fifteen Sons of Fabri- 
cius have but one Father, they have given thy 
Sons Fifty ^ whereof if .the Children were to be 
divided among their Parents^ each Father would 
not have a Finger. As for our Daughter Lucia^ 
thine in reality, and mine but in imagination, I 
would have .thee to remember, I did more in Mar- 
rying her, than thou in Conceiving her, for as to 
her begetting thou calledft in many, the Marriage 
of her thou iefceft to me alone. I write. to thee 
but little in regard of what I would willing- 
ly have written , for Cornelius Butrius , having 
harangud me largely on , thy account , I de- 
fign he (hall do the like Office to thee on mine. 
Having long been acquainted with thee, and know- • 
ing thee to be thoroughly Malicious, I expeft 
no Anfwer from thee, but what (hall be ftuflF'd 
with all the ill Nature imaginable^ yet I earneft- 
ly encieat thee, nay conjure thee by all our paft 
Kindneffes, not to. defame me openly, while I^ 
write to thee in fecret, and that whatever thy 
Refentments may be, thou wouldft at leaft re- 
member, what occafion thou haft given me foe 
mine. Altho' by this time we may. be, thought 

to 
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to be no great Friends, yet will I ftill continue 
to fend thee Money, to the end I may have ocx:a* 
fion to reproach thee, not only with Infidelity but 
Ingratitude. The Gods amend thee and deliver 
me from this War, Farewel. 



LETTER LIV. 

Bohemia*/ ungrateful and upbraiding Anfwer. 

Bohemia^ thy quondam Miftrefs, to thee Mar- 
cus of Mount Celius^ her mortal Enemy , 
wiftieth all the ill Will imaginable. I received 
thy Letter, whereby I underrand thy damnable 
Malice and cruel Refolutions. Such ill Men as 
thou art have a Privilege to have* private Lewd-^ 
nefs born with, that they may not hurt us in pub- 
lick \ but for my part, Marcus^ I defie thee, do 
thy worft : If I am not in poffelEon of thy Trea- 
fure, I am of thy ill Name, and where I cannot 
revenge my felf with my Perfon, I will be fure to 
doit with my Tongue-, for tho' we Women be 
weak, and our Bodies confequently eafie to be 
overcome, yet are our Hearts never conquered. 
You fay, that efcaping from a Battel you receiv'd 
my Letter, and therewith great difturbance. I 
muft confels it is a common thing, for worn-out 
Lechers to talk of Love, Fools of Books, and 
Cowards of War. I fay this, becaufe in Anfwer- 
ing a Woman's Letter as mine ^as, there was no 
lleceffity of telling her, whether it was done be- 
fore an Engagement or after. I know well you 
cfcap'd, becaufe I could guefs before hand, you 
would not be the firil that (hould engage, or the 
lafi that (hould ruo away. When you went to 

the 
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the Wars in your Youth, I never doubted your 
Safety \ for being coirvinc'd of yout ttatural Timidi- 
qr, I could never imagine you would ever bringj 
jfour Life in danger. Now fince I've told thee 
what thou didft in thy Youth, prythee Marcus^ 
fitisfie me what thou do'ft now thou art old ? Why 
I fancy thou carry'ft a half Pike, not fo much to 
offend thy Enemy, as to bear thee up under the 
^ffliftion of the Gout ^ and as for thy Helmet I 
believe thou wcar*ft that more for a conveniency 
to drink out of in a Tavern, than to ward thy 
^tead againft a Back-Sword : Thy Gaunlets Pm 
fiire have been often pawn'd for a Pot of Wine^ 
and why (hould I think thou mak'ft any better ufe 
df the reft of thy Armour ? I never faw thee ftrike 
z Man with thy Sword, but I have known thee 
to fight a thoitfand Women with thy Tongue. O 
unhappy Martus ! if thou hadft been as valiant 
at thy Hands, as thou art malicious in thine Heart, 
the barbarous Nations would have as much fear'd 
thee, as the Roman Ladies now hate thee. Tell 
mc what thou wilt, yet thou can'ft not deny that 
thou haft always been, and ftill art, an impotent 
Lecher, a Hcn-heasrtcd Commander, an ungrate- 
fiil Lover, an immodttate Mifer, an Enemy to 
all Men, and a Friend to none ^ therefore we that 
have known thee while a young Coxcomb, do 
now condemn thee fot an old Fool. Thou fey'ft 
thou thought'ft to have rid thy felf of the Venom 
of my Love with^y Embraces, but I muft tell 
thee, Ms not fo mfie a matter for one Malignitjr 
to part with anotner. Thy Heart is the commoif 
receptacle of Poyfon, and therefore like Mithrida* 
tes 'twere a hard matter to do thee any harm with 
it. For my part I believe it impoffible it fliouid^ 
for one Venom i$' always iaid to ddftroy the force 

of 
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of another-, and yours being by much the greater, 
muft of confcquence prevail over the leffer. O 
Marcus ! if all the Women in Rome knew thee as 
well as the unhappy Bohemia^ they would foon 
be convinc'4 how different the Words of thjr 
Mouth are from the Sentiments of thy Heart : 
Infomuch that if by thy Writings thou haft de- 
fov'd the name of a Philofopher, by thy Anions 
thou halt much more merited that of a Tyrant* 
Thou fayft thou never couldft find any beginning 
in Womens Love, nor end in their Hatred. I am 
heartily glad that other Ladies befides me have 
difcover'd thy Worthlefnefs. Obferve me, Motcut^ 
for I intend to undeceive thee. As thou never haft 
deferv'd that any Woman (hould begin to love 
thee, fo wilt thou have the fate that none will 
ceafe to hate thee. Doft thou require a certainty 
in Love, who of thy felf art all Infidelity > Canft 
thou expe£l we fhould have a real Paffion for thee, 
whereas thou haft none but a feign'd one for ns > 
Do'ft thou think to have the Enjoyment of our 
Perfons without fome Expence to thy Pocket? 
Ganft thou fancy there will be no Complaints of 
thee, altho' thou never ceafeft malicious Reflexi- 
ons ? Thou know'ft us Women but ill, for L would 
have thee to know that neither we are fuch No- 
vices as thou may'ft imagine, nor you Men lb 
wife as ye take your felves to be. Hitherto it has 
been obfervable, that more of your Sex have fol- 
lowM the Inclinations of ours, than ours thofe of 
yours. Alfo where a cunning Woman is able to. 
deal with a thoufand Coxcombs, one Coxcomb 
cannot niiake his part good againii the weakeft of 
our Sex* You fay you arc furpriz'd at my Folly 
in defiling to leave Rome^ to come feek you in the 
Wars. Great is .the Love of our Country, fince it 

oc- 
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occafions many to quit their Riciies abroad, to lead 
a foot and rrivate Life it liome. But much 

g eater muft my Lpve be conftru'd towards you, 
ice I purposed to leave the Delights of Rome^ to 
go in quell of you into a ftrange Country, amidft 
the Rage of War. Oh unkind Marcus ! Oh un- 
mteful Aurelius / If I had an inclination to for- 
Ske Rome^ it was to go in fearch of my Heart, 
which remained with thee in the Wars *, and when 
ever I have been fo unhappy as to refle£t on thy 
Abfence, I have always fell into a fwoon. My 
Love is not like that of Beafts, vvhich has only 
regard to the Brutal part; My AflFe£kion was con- 
fecrated to thy Soul and all its Faculties. I fwear 
to thee, Marcus^ by the Goddefs Vefta^ and her 
Mother Berecinthia^ that thou art more endebted 
to me for one Day's Love, than for all the Services 
I have done thee for thefe two and twenty years. 
Confider, ungrateful Marcus^ to what a degree I 
have lov'd thee. When prefent I have always 
gaz'd on thee, when abfent doted on the«^ when 
afleep dreamt of thee, when at the Temple pray'd 
for thee, and when at a Feaft remembred thee. 
Thy Troubles have ever caus'd me^Tears, and thy 
Profperity, Joy. My Wealth I have wifli'd in 
thy Poffeffion, and taken thy Poverty to my felf. 
But I muft tell thee one thing, Marcus^ and that 
is, that I have never been fo fenfible of thy ill 
ufage towards me, as of the ill Returns thou haft 
made me for all my Kindnefles. It muft needs 
be of great concern to the Covetous Man, to fee 
his Goods ioft •, but it will be much greater to the 
Lover, to have a Paffionillplac'd. That may well 
be call'd Grief that ftill continues fo, Pain that 
is always painful, Harm that never ceafes^and 
Death that never endSi Oh ' if you Men did but 

know 
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know to what excefs we Women love, when we 
once let our Hearts upon ye, and to what extra- 
vagance we hate when we once begin to diflike ye, 
you certainly would either never encourage us to 
love, or provoke us to hate, inafmuch as immode- 
rate Hatred generally proceeds from immoderate 
Love. But you, Marcus^ may fet your Heart at 
reft, for never having been much belov'd, you nee^ 
ijQt fear being much hated. The forrowful Bohe- 
mia^ has lov'd you two and twenty Years, and fhe 
can only hate you till the hour of her Death, which 
fhe hopes is not far off You tell me I have been 
prefs'd for Verjuice, and yet would be fold for 
Wine : I muft confefs I have err'd in my Youth, 
but then as foon as I came to underftami I was 
out of the road, I halted and proceeded no farthef. 
I erf d like an inconliderate and weak Woman, bui 
you have prefumptuoufly gone on in an Error, tho^ 
you ought to have known better. I was mifled 
by native Ignorance, while you mifcarried thro' 
wilful Malice. I fail'd by not knowing better, 
but you all along knew what you did. I trufied to 
your Word as a Man of Honour, and you deceived 
me as a Perfon that Jhad none. Tell me, Marcus^ 
didft thou not feek an occafion to get acquainted 
with my Mother Getulia^ on purpofe to betray 
me ? Did'ft thou not promife my Father to have 
me taught to read, and then thou thy felf read'ft 
to me Ovii of the Art of Love ? Did'ft thou not 
• Swear to be my Husband, and afterwards with- 
drew'ft thy Hand as a bafe and felfe Adulterer ? 
Art thou not confcious that I never found Sinceri- 
ty in thee, nor thou Treachery in me ? At leaft 
thou can'ft not deny, that by thy ill Praftifes thou 
ha'ft rendered thy felf odious to the Gods, infii- 
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mous to Men, otmoxious to the Romans^ icanda- 
lous to all that are good, an example to all bad, 
and in a Word) baft prov'd treacherous to my Fa- 
ther, a Deceiver of my Mother, and an ungrateful 
Lover to me. Oh unkind IVLarcm ! Haft thou 
not cut me in Leaves, and offer'd thy felf to be a 
Proteftor of our Vineyard > But not a little over- 
feen are they that confide their Chickens to the 
Kite, their Lambs to the Wolves, or their Daugh- 
ters to fuch Hypocrites as thee. Neither a clu- 
fter nor a fingle Grape could efcape being nibbled 
by thee. You eat me while I v^s green, and you 
have ever fince fet my Teeth on edge* I would 
£iin know when you marry 'd fauji'md whether 
you found her Green or Ripe? But I know well, 
and fo do you likewife, that another had the Tap- 
ping of the VeiTel, and you only drank the Lees s 
another gathered the Grapes, and you only glean'd 
the Vine i another prefs'd out the Juice, and you 
gain'd the Pummice, QhaccurfediMtfr^/^j/ Con- 
nder how great have been thy Crimes, and thou 
can'^ft never wonder at the Severity of thy Punifh- 
ments : Thou that neither deferved'ft a kind Mi- 
ftrels while thou wert young, rm a faithful Wife 
now thou art old. I could not have wifh'd my 
felf more efFcftually reveng'd, than by thy Mar- 
rying faujlina y and I dare promife, that badft 
thou but known the thouiandth part of what 
would have been faid of both of ye at Kome^ thou 
wouldft never have ceas'd to lament thy Know- 
ledge of her, or thy Ignorance of me. O care- 
ful Marcus ! tho' thy Learnihg occafions thy 
Houfe to be fiU'd with Philofophers by Day, yet 
by Night thy Wife's Luft fills it wirl^ more Ruf- 
fians and Stallions. A juft Judgment this of the 
Gods upon thee ^ for Unce thy fingle MaUce was^ 
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iiifficient to ruin a thoufand good Womens Repu-> 
tationsi Ae wickednefe of one Woman has fu& 
jfic'd to deftroy thine. One confiderable diflFcrence 
thjEire is betwixt my Cafe and that of your ¥au^ 
(tina^ for whereas my Difrepute is only conjeftu- 
lal, hers is demonftrable ^ mine is only fuppos'd 
to hav^e been acted in Secret, where hers was done 
iB the Face of the World. If I deferve Punifh- 
ment for one imaginary Crime, what ought (he 
to fufiFer that has been conviSed of io many real 
ones ? My Diftionour ends with my Fault, and 
vanifhes with my Amendment ^ whereas hers and 
yours fpring from your Incl'mations, are continued 
l)y repeated ill fi^ices, and grow up equally 
with your Lives. In a word, your lo&my can 
never die, becaufe 'tis moft certain ye can never 
be prevailed upon to live wdL O unthinking 
Marcus! With all thy Learning thou knovf'ft 
not that a bad Name is acquired by lofing a good 
one, and a good by relinquifhing a bad one. You 
(Eialicioufly affirm whatever you fufped:, and 
would you have me to conceal what I have (een 
with my Eyes ? However one thing you may jd- 
V^ays be fecure of, and that is, that neither yon^ 
nor your fauftina^ are likely to fuffer by ralfe 
Witneffes, lince what is fo evident as your Mif- 
farriages needs not a Lye to fupport it. You fiiy 
we tioman Ladies wanting all other good Qpalt- 
ties, are only honoured for our Pride 5 to which I 
anfwer, that as there is nothing to be expe<^ed 
but Prickles from Thorns, and venom from Set- 

Sents, fo nothing proceeds from thy Mouth but 
lander. Upon a frequent Obfervation I have re- 
mark'd, that as thou never fpeak'ft well of any 
l^y, no Body ever yet fpoke well of thee. I de- 
^ no greater fati$fa£tion for all the ill Offices 
- - '" •' ■'* ■ ^ thou 
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thou baft done tne, than to be aflfufd that all the 
Ladies of Rome^ wifh thee no better than I. The 
Life of that Man muft be fuperlatively bad 
^whkh all bewail, and for whofe Death every Bo- 
dy wifhes. Ic is peculiar to fuch ungrateful 
Wretches as thou art, to fomet the Plenty they 
receive, and to grudge the Pittance they give 5 
whilft the generous Soul glories in his Bounty, 
and refufes all Prefents, inafmuch as by giving 
he makes himfelf a Pruice, and by receiving a 
Slave. I would ask thee what thou ever gaveft 
pie, and what thou hafl not receivd ftom me > 
Jfave not I ^ven thee poffeffion of my good Name, 
my Life, my Eftate, and banilh'd my felf frond < 
my Country for thy fake, and what haft thou 
j^one in return but to make me miferable > Thou 
never gav'ft me any thing with a good will, nor 
4id I ever receiye any thing from thee but unwil- 
lingly. All things of this kind gam a good Cha- 
raQer not from their outward Appearance, but 
from the fecret Intention with which they were 
given •, and I think 'tis now pretty plain, that 
you did not prefent me for the fake of enjoying 
my Perfoft, but with defign to make your felf 
Mafter of my Wealth ^ therefore inftead of the 
Title of a generous Lover, which you affeft, you 
ought to be branded with that of a Thief and a 
Robber, which you defferve. The Ring I received 
from thee, I have already thrpwn into the River 5 
and the Cloaths I had frotn thee, I have burnt ^ 
and as for my Body, if I thought it ever the bet* 
ter for the Meat and Drink I have had of thine, I 
would open, my Veins, and fluce out the contagi- 
Qus Noiftifliment. O prejudiced Marcus ! Thy 
black Malice would not fuffer thee to underftand 
rpy pb^in iand eai^ Letter 5 for I did nQt defira 
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Monqrof thee out of any want I had of thy fupport,' 
but to latisfie my well inclm'd Heart, with an oc- 
cafion for due Acknowledgnients. Such vain and. 
covetous Wretches as thou art, are continually 
hankering after Prefents, whereas an Heart truly 
loving, as mine was, required only Love for Love. 
There is little truft to be put in a Man that loves 
only to gratify his Luft, or in a Woman that has 
meerly regard to her Intereft ^ inafmuch a'? the 
Paffion of the former will end with the Beaucy of 
the latter, and that of the latter with the 
Wealth of the former, f If thy Love proceeds 
barely fiom the Charms in my Face, and mine 
fix)m thofe in thy Purfe, we cannot deferve the 
name of Lovers, but rather that of Impoftors. O 
Marcus ! tho' thou all along pretendedft thy fel£ 
a Slave to my Beauty, I never had any Paffion 
for thy Purfe, yet as I did from my Heart love thee 
then, I as heartily hate thee now. Thou intima- 
teft that the Gods have done kincUy by me in 

fiving me but two Sons, and to thofe two many 
athers. The worft quality in a Woman is Shame-" 
leflhefs, and the worft in a Man Slandering and 
Lying. Now as we Women ought in fome mea- 
fure to be born with, on account of the ftailty of 
our Natures, fo a Man'% Wifdom (hould never al- 
low him to expofe us. I fay this, becaufe I never 
yet obferv'd lb much Difcretion in thee as to con- 
ceal thy own Malice, or fo much Temper as to 
excufe our WeakndTes. Thou fayft my Sons have 
toany Fathers, and I fay to thee that tho' thou 
(houldft die, the Sons thou haft had by faujiina^ 
v^ not be Fatherlefs ^ and if as thou tell'ft me, 
the Gods have been kind to my Sons, thou haft 
been no lefs kind to thofe of §trangers ^ for Fo//- 
flina could never have put thee to any better ufe 
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than to cover her ftailties, and breed up hqr Ba- 
jftards. O ftupid Marcus ! thou may'ft now well 
let thine Heart at reft, and take no ferther care 
for thy Oiildren -, for I dare affure thee, thofe 
that are thy own , will never have occafion 
to be married. One thing however we muft all 
acknowledge our felves oblig'd to thee for, and 
that fe for that admirable example of Patience gi- 
ven us, in bearing fo daftardly with the Freedom of 
Fauflina-^ but as thou haft tolerated fo many pub- 
lick Infamies in her, I can't think it Prudence to 
truft thee with any more Secrets, fo bid thee Fare- 
wel, defiringan end of thy Life with this of my 
Letter. Farewel. 



LETTER LV- 

Marcus Aurelius, to Matrina a Roman Lad/j 
vptth whom he was fallen dejperately in 
Love by feeing her at a Window. 

MArcus^ the moft loving Emperor of Rome^ 
to thee Matrina^ his beft belov'd Miftrefs, 
fendeth Health. I know tiot whether it was thro' 
my Fortune, or Misfortune, that feeing thee the 
other day at a Window I fell in Love with thee \ 
however this I know for certain, that the Begin- 
ning of our Acquaintance was the End of my Li- 
berty. From the flying of Bufinels proceed feve- 
ral £vils to Man ^ for had I not been idle, I had 
hot gone out of my Houfe \ and had I not gone 
out of my Houfe, I had not pals'd thro' the Streets 3 
apd had I not paf^d thro' the Streets, I had not 
feen thee at the Window ^ and had I not feen 

thee 
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thee at the Window, I had not fallen in Love with 
thee 5 and had I not ft Hen in Love with thee, I 
had neither given thee this trpuble, nor tormented 
my felf with the Thoughts of thee, and what is 
more, exposed both of us to the common Tittle 
Tattle of Rome. Molt certainly, Matrina^ thou 
wert as blameable for giving occafion for my Love, 
as I were for indulging it ^ and firice thou ex- 
pofedft the But of thy Beauty to view, how 
could I forbear (hooting my Heart at it ? Spright* 
ly rouliM Eyes, Carnation ruddv Cheeks, Alaba* 
fter polim'd Teeth, golden Locks, pouting Lips^ 
fwelling Breafts, with all the advantages of Art 
to back them, are more than fufficient to ruin a 
Man of my Complexion. How th§n fliould I be 
able to refill: fo many Charms, when fo fairl/ 
fet to Sale in a Window ? I am apt to ftncy fince 
thou hadft the Goodnefs to (hew thy Body fo 
publickly, thou wert willing I (hould dive into 
thy Mind, which I flatter my felf to be in my fa* 
vour. And if fo, Matrina^ as I dare promife it 
was, why (houldft thou not defire one that de- 
fires thee •, countenance one that admires thee ^ 
and underftand one that I'm fure underftands thee? 
As I were going thro' the Street Salaria^-to fee 
fome Thieves executed, what ObjeQ: (hould my 
£yes firft meet but you, wherel^ my Heart was 
immediately put on the Rack ? You made a more 
fevere Example of me, than I could do of the 
Malefaftors 5 for whereas I could only make them 
undergo one Death, you made me to fuflFer a 
thoufand. The Gibbet could not be fo unjuft to 
them that never did any good, as thou art to me 
that never did thee any harm. One moment took 
..away their Lives, but I have been dying ever fince 
I faw thee. I am punifh'd . wrongfully, they de- 

L a fervedlyj 
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fervedljr 5 thcf openly, I fecretly. What fhalU 
fay more ? They wept Tears becaufe they were to 
die, and I wee^ drops of Bloody becaufe I am to 
live. This difterence there will be moreover be- 
twixt us, and that is, that their Torments were 
extended all over their Bodies, and mine are eon- 
centred in my Heart, O cruel Matrina ! what Ju- 
ftice can that be that punifties Robbers of Goods 
with Death, and yet permits Purloynerspf Hearts 
to efcape ? If they are to be hang'd that cut Pur- 
fes, why fliould thofe be forgiven that wound our 
\Qxy Entrails? I befeech diee by thy noble Birth, 
Matrina^ ,or conjure thee by the Goddefs Venus^ 
either to reftore me my Heart, or grant a Satis- 
feftion to m3r Longings. I had rather thou fhould'ft 
be convinced* of the Sincerity of my AfFeftions, 
than acquainted with the Scribbling of my Pen. 
If my Fortune were ib favourable, and thy Con- 
defcention fo great as to grant me an Interview, 
I might then hope to gain that by my Prefence, 
which I defpair to obtain by my Letters. The 
Keafon is, that what I write, thou wilt barely 
read, whereas my Tears, might probably work a 
better Efte£l. Would to the Gods, Matrina^ my 
>4outh were able to exprefs the Torments my 
Heart feels. I (hould not then doubt but the Ex- 
cefs of my Affliftions would fuffice to awaken 
thy extravagant Indifference, for as thy Beauty 
and my AfflSlion have already made me thine, ' 
I then fhould have reafon to hope thy knowledge , 
of my Pallion would make thee mine. Certain-^ 
ly the day mv Heart was captivated by feeing 
thee at the Window, I had left force to refift ' 
than thou Power to conftrain me ; and it was 
more in thy inclination to leave me, than in my 
Ability to quit thee. Now, iW^mrf, ^ what 

wouldft 
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wouldft thoa have me to iay- more totfeee > Thou 
artfo much Miftrefs of me, and I folittle Nhftet 
of ajy felf, that^ whether I will or not, i am 
ohKg'd to refign iip my Liberty, yet wile thou not 
fb much as inunuate thy felf to be mine. But 
fince of neceffity I muft approve my felf thy Slave, 
do thou be as fecure of my Fidelity, as I am 
doubtful of thy Amity. Thus much fhall fuffice 
at prefent^ I.pnly defire thee to make as much ac*- 
count \)f my Death, as I do of thy Life. I have* 
fenc thee Ten finall Gold Rings, with as many 
Alexandrian Stones in them, which as often as 
thou (halt put on thy Fingers, I cornure thee to- 
admit me into thy Thoughts. This Marcus^ 
the Amorous Emperour, writes to thee, Matrina^ 
with his own hand. FareweL 
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The fame to the fame^ acquainting her how his 
Pajfion encreas' d for her daily. 

MArcus^ now a Neighbour to Rome^ writefr . 
once more to thee, Matrina^ his delicious 
tnemy. I call thee delicious, becaufe thou art 
the delight of Mankind ^ I call thee Enemy, be- 
caufe thou refiiieft to contribute to the preferva* 
tion of my Life. I know not how it happens, 
but fure I am that fince the Feaft of Jamts^ I have, 
written thee thtv^e Letters j in Anfwer to which I 
(hould have been overjoy'd to have received but- 
one. If I proffer thee Service^ thou refufeft it ^ . 
if i offer to look on thee, thou turneft awayr^ 
thy Head ^ if I ipeak to thee, Ajhiou wilt not voucht 

L 3 fifqt 
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IsJe an Anfwer •, if I write, I heat nothing in 
twmt%. if 1 prefume to vifit thee, thou wile not 
fee me ^ and what is yet worfe than all thefe, if 
any one inform thee of my Affli£lions on thy ac- 
count, thou tum'ft them all into Ridicule. Oh ! 
if I had a$ much Knowledge how to deal with 
thee, as thou haft Power to plague me, my Wif- 
(Lom would be no le(s admir'd among wife Men, 
Sian thy. Beauty is among Fools. I beg thee not 
to regard the Confufion of my Reafoning,* fince 
my Tears alone difcover the Sincerity of my Soul. 
Ij cannot ima^ne what Benefit thou can'ft pro- 
pofe to thy. felf from my. Ruin > What Security 
from my uanger ? or Pleafure from my Uneafinefs ? 
The Meffenger I fent with my laft Letter, brought 
me word that without reading the leaft part of it, 
thou in a fury tor'ft it to pieces. I know nor, 
Matrina^ what could encline thee to do this, but 
fure I am, I had much rather be torn into Mam- 
mocks my felf, than thou flioud'ft do the like to 
what I now fend, becaufe I would not have^ thee 
ignorant of what I am about to fay. You Ladies 
are fo extravagant in your Refentments, that for 
the fault of one Man, you could willingly wifli all 
the Sex deftroy'^d. You are alfo always in ex- 
tremes, for ihe that at one time fliaU profefs Love 
to all Mankind, (hall at another join with an 
hundred others, to procure the Ruin of one Man. 
. You will pardon all in Publick and in private 
plot their Deftruftipn. For my parr, Alatrina^ 
1 dotft much value what you did to my Letter, 
but I took moft unkindly what you bid my Neigh- 
hour Valerius tell me. I would have you re- 
member one thing, and by no means forget it, 
and that is, that whereas 1 have fo little Liberty 
left, and am become altogether yours, by the 

great 



great Power you have over me , you (hould look 
upon all Ir§uries done me, as done to your felf. 
J would not have you to proceed in this auel 
Courie you have begun, fince you fee you may 
, thereby endanger the Lives of us both. Pardon 
liie, Matrina^ if I lay any malicious Thing of you, 
biit confiderin^ you ftill perfevere to deferve it, 
I cannot fomenmes help it. You were wont to 
be better conditioned, or at leaft you had the Re- 
putation of being fo, but now you extinguifli 
your former good Name, by yourprefentbadone. 
You muft needs know that nothing can be more 
fclameable in any one than Ingratitude, for you can- 
not have an entire claim to Virtue, without the 
contrary neceflary Quality. Ingratitude never 
fliews it felf more than in Love, for tho' Ivifit 
you often, and you never return my Vifits, that's 
nothing ^ if I Ipeak to you, and you vouchfafe 
me no Anfwer, that's nothing ^ if I take notice of 
you, and you won't know me, that's nothing ^ 
if I weep and you laugh, that's nothing ^ if I ask 
a favour, and you deny it me, that's nothing •, if 
you owe me Money, and don't pay me, that's 
nothing •, but if I love you, and you don't return 
my Love, that's a great matter 5 and which nei- 
; ther your Looks can diflemble, nor my Heart for- 
' give. All Crimes may be excus'd in us Mortals, 
by reafon of our natural frailty, except Womens 
llnkindnels and Mens Ingratitude only,both which 
are the Produft of Malice. For all the Services 
I have hitherto done thee, Matrina^ as alfo for 
many more that 1 am ffill difpos'd to do, I ask 
only one Thing, which I hope thou wilt no more 
fcruple to grant, than I do to run the hazard of 
requeuing it. If thou fay'ft thy Husband fa- 
troclm has the fole Propriety of thee, admit me 
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to thy Embraces and I will foon vindicate a Right 
to theej when the Vain-glory of being thine will 
quickly extingui(h the Thoughts of thy not being 
legally mbe. I have often wonder'd how for 
the iake of refufing one poor pittance of Pleafure, 
thou couldft .:poie thy felf to the Plague of fo 
much Importunity ? Tis certain we often grant 
thai to u'> importunate Perfon to get rid of him, 
winch we would have denied him, if he had been 
modeft If you are ambitious of the Title of 
Conqueror, 1 own my felf conquer'd ^ if of a 
Deftroyer, I am ruin'd ^ and if or a Murtherer, I 
am dead. My ftantick Behaviour before your 
Window, and my melancholy Carriage at home, 
are evident Tokens of my being in a fair way to 
become your Martyr. If you would have me ef- 
cape this Fate, deny me not the means that may 
enable me to do it : And I dare affirm it will be 
much more commendable in you to expofe your 
Virtue by iaving my. Life, than by deftroying it. 
I can't think what 1 (hall do to make you my 
Debtor ^ for then I might reafonably hope for a 
lR.ecompence : But alas ! having no Merit, I muft 
pretend to no Debt in Love. By the Meflenger 
you fent me, I fend you this Letter, and tho' you 
were pleas'd to expofe your Meflage , I have" 
thought fit to corxeal mine. I fend you likewife 
a Jewel of Pearls, and a Pendant of Gold, and 
praying the immortal Gods that thou may 'ft re- 
ceive this my Letter, with the fame AiFeftionand 
good Will with .which I wrote it , I bid thee 
Faxii.wel 
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LETTER LVn. 

Jhefame^ ta his Friend Pyramon, cMcermng 
th Duties of Friend/hip. 

MArcus the Orator, native of Mount Celius^ 
to thee, Vyramon^ oil^om^ his particular 
Friend , wifhes all manner or Profperity and Re- 
fuge againft ill Fortune. On the third of the 
Callenis of January^ I received a Letter of thine 
here in ^me^ by which I learn thou haft had ano- 
ther of mine. Tho' I make no great account of 
thy Words, yet do I greatly value the Meaning of . 
them ^ whidi gives me to underftand that both 
thou and' thine are in Health. But to come ta 
the purpofe ^ thou know'ft well, my Friend Py- 
ramany how nearly we are allied by Blood, how 
antient we are in our Friendfliip, confirmed in our 
Love, united in our Hearts, arfl unanimous in 
our Wills. Thou muft needs remember how 
when we liv'd at Rhodes together, we lodg'd in 
the fame Bed, and eat at the fame Table. What- 
ever thou had'ft once determm'd, I immediately 
put in Execution •, and whenever I had advanced 
any Opinion, thou wert never known to contra- 
dift me in it. Certainly we both inform the fame' 
Body 5 and tho' we may feem to be two in ap- 
pearance , yet are we but one in reality. But 
whaf s the meaning, my dear Vyramorj^ that thou 
writ'ft mQ word thou art melancholy, and yet doft 
not tell me Why ? That thou complain'It of Defigns 
againft thy Life, and yet ■ doft not acquaint me 
who it is that has laid them ? If thou wilt not 

^pommitoicafe thy NJisfoiliines to me, being thy 
— ' Friend, 
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Friend , I muft tdl thee, I have a Right to de- 
mand the Kflowledge of them. The piteous 
Gods have loitg finCe decreed', that all Content 
and Satisfaftion fliould leave nay Houfe, and that 
fix)ni thence fojcyvard I fliotiW b«:ome this Prince 
of Tribulation ^ fo that thou wilt find it a hard 
natter, Fyramon^ to keep out of the bounds of 
my Territories. But Raillery apart : Tell me pre- 
tiliee, when didfi thou ever fee me fed whilft thto 
wert hungry, when fleep and thou watch, when 
riay and thou work ? Certainly, tho' JEftates have 
rrbprietors , Misfortune have none, but come 
fx> sdl in common. One thing, Friend Vyrarnon^ 
I muft needs beg of thee, in cafe thou halt a mind 
to continue our Friendfhip ^ and that is, that thou 
wouldft take to thy felf my Delights, and in ex- 
change give me thy Perplexities j fince I know 
well thou wert born for Pleafure, whereas I were 
defigtfd for nothing but Trouble. The greateffc 
Inftance of this, thou might'ft have perceiv'd at 
the Death of thy Sifter Janfma \ for while I la- 
mented thy Lois, thou laughedft at thy own Af- 
fliOiion. Having this Example of my Fidelity, 
how can'ft thou fcruple trufting me with the 
Caufe of thy Grief ? Yet as often as I have ask'd 
it of thee, thou haft always found fome frivolous 
excufe to avoid fatisfting me : I neverthelefs con- 
tinue to require it of thee , and conjure thee by 
the Immortal Gods to let my Heart be acquainted 
with thy Sorrows •, for whatever thou art dif- 

fos'd to do, I will do the fame •, if thou walk^ft, 
wiU walk s if thou ftand^ft ftill, I will do fo 
likewife ^ if thou art weary'd, I am tyr'd •, if 
thou work'ft, I will do the like \ and if thou 
leav'ft oflF, 1 will dofo too ^"in fine, if thou dieft, 
thou know'ft it is out of my power to live 5 there- 
fore 
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fore choofc^ Friend Yyramon^ whatever Condition 
thou wilt, and be afuir'd that both our Affliaions 
fliall torment one Heart. If thou art dilbleas'd, 
no±ing pleafes me -, if thou doft weep. 1 fwear 
never to laugh •, if thou feek'ft to lay down thy 
burthen, I prefently refolve to take it up ^ if thou 
art encUtfd to love Solitude, I immediately hate 

' Company \ and if to love Company, I foon hate 
Solitude. In a word, whatever thy Inclination is^ 
I am determined the fame fhall be mine. Thou 

. complaint that in all the Troubles of thy Life^ 
thou never yet could'ft find Relation to aflSfl: thee, 
nor Friend to Advife thee ^ whereupon I mull tell 
thee, my Fyramon^ that the like difappointment 
has all along befallen me, Affiftance ever favouring 
Riches, and Confolation Wifdom , neither of 
which Qualities I can pretend to •, for fo my un- 
lucky Stars would have it, that Negligence fhould 
ever deprive me of Knowledge, and Fortune of 
Wealth. Thus all I can do is to lament thy Dif- 
after, for thou may'ft hereby perceive I am no 
waysabk to remedy it. You lay in your Letter, 

; youiN Neighbours and Friends have promised you 

; mahy things which they never perfbrhi'd. This 
I am apt to believe, inalmuch as a wife Hand iif 

"^ not oblig'd to give whatever a foolifti Tongue 
fliall promife. Certainly if our Feet fhould al- 

■ ways dance , and our Hands work to the Mufek 
pf the Tongue, in few days we (hould neither 
have Life. nor Reputation left; however it is the 
cuftom of the World, for the Tongue to ride Poft 
and the Hands to go but a Foot pace. But com- 
ing more particularly to your Cafe, I muft tell 
you, you ought not to be concerned, that you 
tiave been able to find but in few, what many have 
jfound plentifully in you j for 'tis the Cuftom to 

receive 
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rfeceive briskly and quickly, and to give flowly 
and with an ill Will. Thofe that be prefumptuous 
do the one, and thofe that are flothful the other. 
The Greeks are wont to fay, that he is a good 
Friend that does but Promife, tho' he be long in ful- 
filling •, whereas we Romans^ on the contrary af- 
firm, that it is better to deny prelently, to the end 
tile Perfon that asks, may be as quickly undeceived 
in hisExpeftations. Hereupon I fay, that he that 
has It in his power to give, and does it not, is an o*. 
pen Enemy •, whereas he that immediately promifes 
and performs flowly is a doubtful Friend. What 
occafion is there for Words to our Friends, when 
we can affift them with our Works ? It is not rea- 
fonable that he that gives me his Heart, which is 
the beft part of the Body, fhould have nothing in 
ferurn but my Tongue which is the woift. Cer- 
tainly, it isTieither agreeable to the Laws of the 
Gods, nor Frlendihip, that when I ask a favour 
of a Friend in hafte, be fliould think fit to grant it 
me at leifure. Flato^ in h's Laws ^as this Arti- 
cle, IVer ordai/2 (lays he) that in our Canmu- 
zjoea/th^ the Prqfperous have Counfd givtn thefi^ 
that they may not fall ^ and the Unfortunate 'j^fi-^ 
fiance^ that they may not deffair. Under thefe 
Words is compriz'd much matter, for thou know'ft 
well, my Vyramon^ that an affli£l:ed Heart receives 
but little comfort from bare Words \ and that 
thofe that ^'^ve had the Benefit of our good 
wifties in Profperit/, ought to have likewife that 
of our good Works in Adverfity, Yet I would 
ask thee one thing : Why att thou fo prefumptu- 
ous in Refenting, and neverthelefs refiifeft another 
the like liberty in Denying > Undoubtedly as 
there is a Shame in immoderate Defiring, fo is 
there fomet)me$ a neceffity for a Denial ^ ifor an 

impor- 
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importunate Man deferves not even the leaft fa- 
vour to be done him. I would have thee to know^, 
my '^yramon^ if thou hitherto art ignorant of it, 
that to obtain all is demanded, belongs only to 
the Gods. In cafes of Men, to give all is the fign 
of Slavery, and to deny fomething, that of Free- 
dom. To be concem'd at what is refused becomes 
Tyrants, and to be unthankful for what is given 
is the cuftom of Barbarians : But to fupport with 
Reiblution the Thoughts of what is withheld, is 
only the Condition of the Romans. One of the 
Things wherein Julius Cafar^ Ihew'd his Courage 
moft, was, in rejoicing after he had had any great 
Difappointment in the Senate 5 for he was wont 
to fay, that R(?;^^ could not oblige hipi more, than 
when (he faw him moft eager in asking, to be as 
^forward in denying 5 fince fhe thereby gave him 
an Opportunity to obtain by Force, what (he was 
not able to keep from him. Methinks it were 
better to have recourle to the Gods, with peace^ 
able Virtues, than to offend them by Quarrels. 
For the quiet of thy Confcience when thou (halt 
find thy Petition rejefted, either by the Gods or 
Men, confider the great deal they have belfore 
granted thee, and the little they have refi^'d. 
O ! How ungrateful are we both to the Gods and 
one another ! inafmuch as we are accuftom'd to 
leffen what we receive, and inagnifie what we 
have dehy'd us. If I am not miftaken, my Py- 
ramon^ thou art now Fifty years of Age, during 
all which time thou haft been continually obliged 
by fome Body or other, and yet wert never known 
to have done any Body the leaft Service; 1x> that 
thou haft no realbn to complain of only eight un- 
lucky Eteys, which Fortune has allotted the^ 
fince thou haft been unthankful to her , for fo 
' • ■ ' many 
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many jrears Kindnefles. You tell me in your Let- 
ter, you extremely wonder at your Neighbours 
envying you 5 and I muftjtell you, that all wonder 
proceeds from Ignorance, and want of Experience ; 
for the World is now come to that perfe£tion, 
that whatever we fuflFer we imediately find a Re- 
medy for. If we are hungry we eat , if a cold 
warm our felves, if weary reft our felves, if fick 
cure our felves , and if melancholy divert our 
felves, in a manner that all the troubles of our 
Lives, are alleviated by fome Diverfion or other, 
except thofe of Envy only, from which no For- 
trefs can fecure us. Cave conceal us, Mountain 
lemove us, nor Money redeem us. Envy is a Ser- 
pent whofe Venom extends fo univerfally, that 
never any Mortal could hitherto efcape it. The 
more any one is elevated by Fortune, my Vyramon^ 
the more he is exposed to this Infeftion, Envy 
always reaches thofe fooneft that are removed far- 
theft fiom her, and ever prepares her rankeft 
Etots for the moft prolpepous Condition. Of all 
the Books I have perus'd in feveral Languages, 
and of all the Men I have conversed with in di- 
vers Faculties, I could never yet learn what Secu- 
rity there was to be made ufe of againft an Envi- 
ous Man ^ unlefs it were to renounce Profperity 
and fit down contentedly with adverfe Fortune. 
Oh ! How unhappy then are all thofe that covec 
either Wealth or Grandeur? Since they cannot 
pretend to efcape the Danger of Scylla^ without 
falling into Carybdis ; nor get clear of one Plague 
without incurring a worfe •, I mean the malignity 
of Envy will not fufFer them to avoid Death, nor 
the Remedy we apply fuflSce to fecure their Lives. 
J dare not offer to determine which is beft, or to 
fay better which is worft , epctream Mifery free 

from 
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from the rifqbes of Fortune, or extream Prorpe- 
rity exposed to all the accidents of Life , for as 
one endangers our Lives, the other does our good 
Names. I may fay to thee, my Vyramon^ what 
wife Cicero faid heretofore to thofe that perfe- 
cuted him at ^ome : Look ye^ Romans, I neither 
take you to he fo gooi^ nor my felf fo bad^ that 
you fhould always /peak Truths ana I Lye ^ for I 
am certain^ you dp not fo much envy me^ that I 
am not as you are^ as that you cannot be what lam 5 
in which Cafe^ I had rather my Enemies Jhould re^ 
fine at my frofperity^ than my friends at my Ad- 
verjtty. Truly, my Friend Yyramon^ I know not 
what Remedy to advife thee to againft Envy, fince 
the World fo abounds with it. We muft be fen- 
fible we are born with it, live with it, and die 
with it. The antient Sages counfel'd Rich Men 
never to have any Poor by them j and the Poor 
that they ftiould not live near the Rich •, and all 
this with good Reafon, for the Envy of the Poor 
Man, always proceeds ftom the Wealth of the 
Rith •, and whatever abounds in the latter, and is 
wanting in the former, occafions Difcord in the 
Common- Wealth. I fwear to thee, my Friend 
Vyramon^ altho all ill Men would have me to 
fwear falfely, that as many Rich Men as Cove- 
toufnefs can make, fo many Slanderers are pro- 
duced by Envy 5 but I muft tell thee, 'tis not good 
Cdunfel to fly the contrary Virtue, that thou 
may'lt avoid this Vice. Horner^ acquaints us that 
in his time, there were two Greeks^ equally Ad- 
mirers of Extreams ^ whereof Achilles^ was ex- 
ceeding valiant, and ehvy'd by every Body^ and, 
Thyeftes^ exceffive malicious, and envy'd by no 
Body : Now were I to chufe, whether of thefe 
two I would be 9 I (hould rather Wiih to be 

Achilles 
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Achillcf with Envy, than Tbyeftes without it. 
Thou know'ft well, my Vyramon^ that we Ro- 
pians^ feek only for Repofe during our Lives, and 
Honour after our Deaths ^ wherefore 'tis not pro- 
bable, that we that have taken fb great pains to 
be envy'd, fliould efcape it Thou writeft me 
word how all are cheanul and healthy at hyons^ 
except thy fdf, who art fickly and melancholy. 
Now fince they do not feem pleas'd at thy Unea- 
finels, do not thou feem difpleas'd at their Hap- 
puiefi *, for a Day may come that the Scene may 
change^ and then thou wilt be quits with them. 
There can be notlung worfe in an ill Man, or a 
greater Crime in a good, than to take Pleafure in 
another Man's Misfortunes, or to envy another's 
Wealth 5 for as Envy is not a little prejudicial, 
yet is it ftill more irkfom ftom a Friend, than an 
tnemy \ becaufe I am aware of the latter, and 
confequently take care to avoid hun, whereas the 
former deceives me with his pretended Friendfliip, 
and makes me to negleO: my felf Of all Ene- 
mies none are worle than thofe, that ftom Friends 
become envious of our Happinels. I conclude, 
my Tyramon^ with this Advice, that thou rather 
chufe to keep Company with thy Friends than 
Enemies. I know not what to write more to 
thee, except that I am exceedingly affliQed at 
the feveral late Misfortunes that have behkllen 
thee. I fuppofe thou haft already heard how my 
Niece Brufia was flain lacely with a Dagger, by 
her own Husband, whofe Death I exireamly re- 
;ret, and whofe Fame I exceedingly rejoice in. 
"^our Uncle flavins Ifrifcus has been a new 
chofen Conjuli^ and the LawSuic between my 
Brother Furntus and Br'tllus^ is at laft happily 
ended by Arbitrators. I have fiuKh'd my Book 
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entituled, AComforter for the Diflreft'd^ and 
have laid it up in the Capitol-^ but becaufel wrote 
it in Greeks I have declined fending it to you 5 
however have fent you a rich Sword, and a good 
Belt. My Faujiina falutes you, and fends your 
Lady two Female Slaves. The Gods be your 
ProteOiors , and comfort you in your prefent 
Troubles. This from Marcus the Fortunate, to 
tyramon the Unhappy. Farewel. 
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LETTER LVIIL 

Thefam^ to Domitius of Capua, comforting 
htm under his Banijhment. 

I Marcus^ the Roman Orator, and Native of 
Mount Celius , to thee Domitius^ of Capua^ 
wi(h Health and Confqlation from the Comfor- 
ting Gods. This rough Winter has produc'd a 
mighty Wind, which has occafion'd great Floods, 
which have caus'd much Humidity , which has 
bred many Difeafes, and whereof for my (hare, 
I have the Gout in my Hands, and a Sciatica in 
my Thigh. For this reafon I am neither able to 
come to vifit thee, nor have ability to write to 
thee -, elpecially fo much as thy lad Hap requires 
and thy Merit deferves. I have been inform'd 
' that on account of an Horfe, thou haft had a Dif- 
ference with thy Neighbour the Fatrician^ which 
has occalion'd thee to be bariifh'd from Capua^ 
and him to be thrown into the Prifon Mammerti^ 
na. They alfo tell me thy Goods have been con- 
fifcated, thy Family beggared, thy Houfe dtmo- 
Wx\ ^^ ^^y Nephew expeU'd the Senate for 
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Ten years, all which has made thee to latncnt 
continually Mr Day, and grieve immoderately by 
N igh t . In (Jompany I underftand thou art unealy, 
and inSolicude defponding, which I cannot how- 
ever much wonder at, fince forrowful and aking 
flearcs, as thine muft needs be, can never be ex- 
pefted to have dry Eyes. I am exceedingly con- 
cerned to hear all this, and the rather in tiat fo 
trifling an Occafion fliQuld be the Caufe of fo much 
Ruine. Oh how variable is Fortune, and how 
foon may an ill Accident happen ! Before our 
Eyes we have daily thefe Evil?, yet fee them not 5, 
^e couch themj yet feel them not;, we ftumble 
on them, yet mind them not •, they fpeak to us, 
yet we hear them not ^ and cry to us, yet we un- 
derftand them nor ^ and all this is, becaufe we 
have no inclination to become acquainted with 
them. In a word we then and not oefore, begin 
to be fenfible of our Misfortunes, when it is out 
of pur Power to Remedy them. 'Tis certain a 
imall fparl^ will fire a Houfe, a fmall Stone 
founder a Horfe, an4 a fmall Rock fplit a Ship- 
I mean we often receive the greateft damage 
from what we expeft the leaft danger^ The Sur- 
geon dreads that Fiftu/a jiio& which appears the 
leaft : The Pilot is more apprehenfive of concealed 
Shelves and Sands, than the rougheft Sea : The 
p^neral is moreaftraidofa fecret Ambufcade than 
an open Force : All which implies, that a wife 
IVlan is not fo much to ftand in awe of his Ene- 
mies, as his Friends-, ofa cruel War, asanover- 
fecure Peace •, or of a publick Peril, as of a pri- 
yat^ Panger. Oh ! how many have 1 known, 
|hat in the moft difaftrous Cafes Fortune could 
not (hake, yet a little Negligence has afterwardis 
^ad? them fubje£t tQ her Pc^wer. I v^ould &ir^ 
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know of thee, what ftability can a Man propofe 
to himfelf in Profperity, fince fb fmall and in- 
confiderable a matter as this Crime of yours, 
could be able to alter his Condition. Being thus 
made wife by Obfervation, I will for the futme 
neither ftand in awe of the Siorms of Fortune, 
nor put any Truft in her Halcyon Weather. Her 
Thunder (hall not fright me, nor her Sunftiine 
chear me. I will neither be thankful that fhe re- 
mains with me, nor forrowful when fhe leaves 
me. Her Flatteries (hall not move me, nor her 
Treachery concern me. I will neither lament for 
her difappointing me, nor rejoice at her comply- 
ing with ihy Wilhes ^ of all which if you would 
know the Reafon, I will tell it you : Our Happi- 
nels is fo doubtful, and Fortune fo wayward, that 
(he does not always ftrike, where fhe threatens, 
nor threaten when (he Strikes. The wife Man 
does not aO: fo cautioufly as to think at every 
ftep to fall, nor fo carelelly as to expe£l Humbling 
in a plain Way , for oftentimes falfe Fortune 
(hakes her Weapons, and never wounds , where- 
as fometimes (he wounds, and never gives any 
warning by brandi(hing her Weapon. Believe vgq^ 
Domitius^ a Man is then moft expos'd to Danger, 
when he believes himfelf in the greateft Security, 
Would'ft thou be fatisfied of this, thou muft re- 
collet the Cafe of Hercules^ who after be had 
evaded many great Perils both by Land and Sea^ 
died at laft in his Miftr.efTes Arms : Laomedon 
alfo perifh'd not under the Walls of Troy^ where; 
he had frequently fought Death, but was kill'd in 
his owoHoufe : The famous Warriour, Alexander 
the Gredt^ died not in his many Expeditions 
abroad,' but was poyfon'd at home : Julius Cafar^ 
tho' h^ had efgap^d the Fate of Two and Fitty 
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Battels, yet at length was flain ia the Senate- 
Houle : Afclepius^ Brother to ?ompey the Greats 
after Ten years efcaping the dangers of the Sea, 
was drown'd in a Well : And laftly, good Drufus^ 
{paving concjuer'd the ?arthians^ and being about 
to receive his Triumph, as he was going into the 
Sella CuruUs^ a Tile fell on his Head, and dafh'd 
out his Brains. Wouldft thou have any more ex- 
a^iples, Domitius^ of the Inconftancy of Fortune ? 
Thou iruft know then, that my Sifter, Lucia^ 
holding a Needle in ]ier Hand, and her Child be- 
twixt her Arms, the innocent Infant playing with 
its Mother's Hand, happened to ftrike the Needle 
into her Breaft, whereof (he fbon after died. Alfo 
Cm'us Rufinus^ who had been pitched upon by 
the Senate, to command in chief againft the 
Germans^ going one Day to comb his Heada'lit- 
^e rnqre haftily than ordinary, one of the Teeth 
6f the Comh chanc'd to peirce his Skin, vyhereof 
tollow'd ain Impoftume, which quickly ended his 
Pays. What think'ft thou of thefe Accidents, 
pomit'nis I As I have related thefe few, I could, 
V??re I fo minded, have brought inlSnite other In- 
. fiances of this kind, wherein great Difaliers have 
fucceeded the greateft Happinefles •, the loweft In- 
famy, the higheft Honour •, and the vileft Death, 
the moft glorious Life. In rny Opinion he that 
tjas a mind to acquit himfclf like a Man, ought 
to endeavour much to live well, and yet more to 
4ie fo ^ for at the end of his Days, ' a bad Death 
ipay expofe a good Life torifque, as dying well 
may in fome rneafure attone for living ill. I 
ipdote you at the beginning of my Letter, that 
the* Humidity of the Earth having broqjSit the 
((jout upon me, I could not fatisfie your Requeft 
fo laigely ^s I intended j pow to convince you of 



the Trutl) of this, I muft acquaint you, that foi 
thefe two Days paft, the Love I bear you and the 
Grief I feel, have had a confiderable Comb.it with^ 
in me on your account. My Will would falH 
have written to you more copioufly, but that my 
Fingers could not fufficiently obey my Inclinati- 
on, My Faujima falutes you, vvho by reafon of* 
my lUneft, is at preferit fomewhat indifpos'd; 
Hearing of the Wound in your Face, fhe has ferit 
you fome Biilam to prevent a Scar. If you can 
get any green Almonds or new Nuts, fhe defires 
you to fend them by the Bearer. I have but lit- 
tle Money, and therefore prefent you with d 
Gown, and your Lady with a Petticoat- I haVd 
no more to add, but that I pray the Gods to give 
thee what I defire, and to bleft thee with what 
thou deferv'ft ^ for tho' I write to thee only with 
my Hand, yet I withall prefent thee with m/ 
Heart. FareweL 



LETTER LIX. 

Thefame^ to his Friend Cincinnatils ^ repf^ 
ving him fever eljy far that beitfi^ a Gentle-^ 
man born^ he had turnd Merchants 

I Marcus Cenfor-Miile^ to thee Cincinnatus 6f 
Capua^ wi(h Health to thy Ferfon, and Cou- 
rage to thy Mind , to enable thee to bear tijp 
againft all bad Fortune. Since the Feaft of Bere'^ 
etnthia^ Mother of the Gods, I have neither feen 
any Servant oiF thine, nor received any Letter front 
thee s which makes me greatly to fufpeft, that 
either thou art not well^ or haft difpenc'd witli 
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our antient Friendfhip. I would not have thee, 
my Cincinnatus^ to praOife this Unkii^nefs to- 
wards me, inafmuch as thy trouble cannot ^ half 
fo great in writing to me, as my pleafure is in 
reading thy Letters. I would not have thee to 
grudge me the labour of thy Hand, fince I never 
yet refused thee that of my Heart. True Friends 
(hew themfelvres in that th6y reciprocally ftudy 
to free each other from Dilquier, and labour to 
give all the SatisfaQiion they can. Thou know'ft 
well that as the fmall diftance betwixt Capua 
and Mount Celius was not the occafion of our 
Friendfhip, fo neither ought the large one between 
me and lllyrium^ be any Gaufe of Enmity. As 
the moft generous Wines become ftronger the 
farther they are carry'd from their own Country, 
in like manner true Friends the greater diftance 
their Perfons are removed from each other, ought 
to join the clofer in their Wills. Tell me, I be- 
feech thee, Ctncinnatus^ fince thou haft always 
found me faithful in my Aftions , why (hould'ft 
thou go about to queftion my Inclinations ? Green 
Leaves (hew the Tree is not dead within •, and 
apparent good Works argue concealed good 
Thoughts. Where there is no perfeO: Love, the 
Service done may well be imperfeft ; but where 
the Friendlhip is ftrong as ours, both Parties muft 
of neceflity perfeOily love and perpetually ferve. 
I am as much affronted at thy Negligence to re- 
quire a Favour of me, as I am at my own Co- 
wardice for not proffering thee any. Formerly 
when I was young and thou old, thou wert wont 
to give me good Counfel, and I thee Moneys 
but now thy Grey Hairs proclaim thee Antient, 
and thy mean Aftions pronounce thee Childifh , 
thou oughfft on the contrary to affift my Poverty; 

and 
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and I to counfcl thy Levity. Out of the good 
will I bear thee, and the many Obligations I owe 
-• thee, I will acquaint thee how a wife Man ought 
to behave himfelf in this Life. He ought always 
to remember the Benefits received, and forget the 
Injuries done him ^ efteem little his own Lot, and 
not deipife that of another Man 5 ravour the Good 
and diffemble with the Bad •, be grave among his 
Superiours, and of a comtilunicative Temper to 
bis Inferiors 5 do good Deeds to thofe that are 
prefent, aild fpeak well of all that are abfent ^ 
value little the Frowns of Fortune, but have ftriO: 
regard to thofe of Honour •,* for one uncertainty 
not venture much^ and for many, nothing -, and 
finally to be a Friend to One, and an Enemy to 
None. Thefe Precepts he muft obferve, who has 
a mind to be reckon'd among wife Men. I have 
been informed thou haft quitted thy Fratorjhip in 
the Wars, and taken up the trade of Merchandi- 
zing i which truly not a little afflifts me. What 
wilt thou ceafe to conquer thine Enemies as a tid- 
man^ and begin to perlecute thy Friends as a -Ty- 
rant ? Wilt thou feek to impoverifli thy own 
Country,' and make it all thy endeavour to en- 
tich Strangers ? Wilt thou take away their Bread 
that nouriQi thee, and afford a Livelihood to thofe 
that wifli thv Death ? Wilt thou give Peace to 
fuch as prorefs themfelves thy Enemies, and al- 
ways ftrive to oblige them, that at all times wifll 
thee ill ? Wilt thou prove a Tray tor to our Re- 
publick, and negleO: to continue a Defender of 
thy Country ? Ail thefe thou art about to do^ 
whilft thou forfak'ft the honourable Profeffion of 
Arnns, and tak'ft up with the mean- and bafe Trade 
of Merchandize, I know not what Excufe thou 
can'ft hate in this Cafe^ utilefs it be that being . 
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old thou could'ft not climb the Mountains, but 
hadlt vigour fufBcient to rob in the Plains > Old 
Men generally when they begin to want outward 
Force, fupply that defefl: with inward Malice. 
This i fpeak of fuch covetous Wretches as thou 
art, who no fooner perceive their Perfons to fail, 
but fear their Purfes will do fo Ukewife, and 
therefore Hick at nothing to fupport them. One 
thing 1 mult needs tell thee, and that is, that 
what thy Companions had been ftealing for ma- 
ny Days, thou monopolizeft to thy felf in one 
Hour, which neverthelefs thou may'ft perhaps 
lofe the next Minute. Thus the Immortal Gods 
permit that one Perfon (hould be the Punifher of 
another, and that at laft all (hould be punifh'd 
together. Whence comes it, my Cincinnatus^ 
that in thy Father Cecinnas Houfe, I have always 
leen Arms hanging , and not Files of Letters ? 
His Hall was turnirfi'd with Armour, and not 
Bills of Lading : His Study was filFd with Fiigi- 
neers, and not Merchants Boys with Bills tor 
Money. In a word, his Family was the School of 
Valour and Virtue, whereas yours is that of 
Cheating and Vice. O Cinc'innatus ! accursed be 
that villanous Calling, that obliges Men to live 
jU, that they may die rich ^ nay be it thrice ac- 
curs'd in that the Covetoufnefs of one III Man, 
may turn to the Prejudice of many Good. I will 
not affli£l thee with any account of thy paft AQ:i- 
ons, hue adviie thee to avoid the Mifery of thofe. 
that are to come. If I had thought thy Wifdom 
could have lalled as long as thy Perfon, which I 
find to be pretty far advanced by thy Grey Hairs, 
I would have fpar d my felf the Trouble of coun- 
felling thee, and thee that of hearkning to me 5 
but lince there is fo much reafon for luflru&ion, 
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thou canfl: not blame me, if I advife thee. How- 
ever fine the Razor be, yet is it neceflary it (hould 
come to the Hoan ^ and whatever Periefilion the 
Judgment may pretend to have, yet ought it to 
pafs the Teft of wifer Opinions. The wifeft 
Men may fometimes err, not becaufe they have a 
mind to do fo, but by reafon the Matter in que- 
ftion may be of fuch a Nature, that their Judg- 
ments may not be able to comprehend it •, when 
they would do well to give way, and receive their 
Neighbours Approbation. Take heed my Cincin'^ 
natus^ for where the Foundation is not well fet- 
led, the SuperftruQiure will be in danger of fal- 
ling. The Hovels of this World, wherein we 
Sons of Vanity live, are only founded on Sand 5 
and however fumptuous they may.feem, a fmall 
blaft of Wind will overfet them, a little Heat of 
ProQ)erity fire them, the leaft drop of Adverfity 
drown them, and a fliort fpace of time bring 
them level with the Ground. Altho' their Pillars 
fhould be of Silver, their Walls of Gold, their 
Inhabitants Kings, and their duration Fifty Years, 
yet muft they at laft come to nothing. The Gods 
have parted with every thing to Man except their 
Immortality, which they ftill keep to themlelves, 
and therefore are ftird Immortal ^ whereas we 
muft ever be contented with the Title of mifera* 
ble fhort liv'd Mortals. Two things they have' 
efpecially left free to us, which are neither in the 
Power of Fortune to controul, nor of time to de- 
ftroy : Thefe are, either a good or bad Nam j in 
this World, or Rewards or Punifhmenrs in the 
other. O my Cincinnatus ! (hall our Perfbns have 
fo fpeedy an end, and our Wealth never ? Let the 
Fruit fall from the Tree in its dueSeafon, and I 
take no notice of it^ becaule it is natural for it to 
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perifli, but when the Froft or Hail brings it to die 
Ground, I cannot forbear bemg concerned at it. 
Long is the Web in making, but it comes to no- 
thing in a Moment. In like manner, it is a fad 
tiling to fee a Man, that has had all the Advan* 
tage of Education, when he is juft ripe few: Pre- 
ferment, fnatch'd away without kavinsfcarce the 
Memory of his Eteferts behind him. t) my G;^ 
cinnatus ! by the Love we bear each other, and 
by the Immortal Gods, I conjure ±ee not to put 
any Truft in the World ; for tho* its outward ap- 
pearance be Gold, yet inwardly it is nothing 
but Drofs, and under the colour of one Truth, it 
deceive^ us with a thoufand Lies. Moreover for 
one Delight it gives us, it difpenfes a million of 
Troubles : To^ thofe it profeffes moft Love to, it 
proves the moft unkind : To whom it aflFords the 

¥:eateft Pofleffions, it procures the greateft Loffes : 
hofe that comply with it in Jeft, it rewards in 
earneft: And thofe that are in earneft with it, find 
it but in Jeft with them. In a word, ftom out of 
the moft fecure fleep it awakes us to the greateft 
Dangers. What then muft we think of this fickle 
Station here below ? One thing I muft needs tell 
tiiee, which methinks thou (hould'ft not forget^ 
and that is, that we ought not to give fo great 
Credit to thofe Vanities we fee daily with our 
Eyes, and negleO: the Wonders we hear as fre- 
quenthf with our Ears. I have obferv-d, and by my 
large Experience known, that in Rome there have 
beerf but very few painted Houfes, or exalted 
Conditions which have not in a little time admit- 
ted of great Cares among themfelVes, cruel en- 
mities from their Neighbours, greater envy from 
their Heirs, immoderate importunities from their 
Friends, redoubled Malice ftom their Enemies^ 
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repeated Law-faits from the Senate, infoihuch 
that what tbejr have all along been heapuig fot 
one Heir, by the uncertainty of Juftice has been 
deaeed to another 5 for it is but juft, thofe that 
have been cheating all their Lives, (hould be 
themfelves cheated in their Expeftations, at the 
tour of their Deaths. The Gods would be un- 
jrfl, if they (hould fufFer an ill Man to tranfmit 
that to his Pofterity, which he has got to the 
pirqudice of many better than himfelf. Methinks 
'tis a ftrange folly to be born weeping, to die 
fighii^, and to live laughing. A Rule is necefla- 
ry in all thefe extreams. O Gncinnatus ! who has 
Ijewitch'd thee, that for a little Water thou haft 
oiGcafion for , thou fliouldft defire a whole WeU ? 
What (hall I fay more to thee, but that for a fmall 
' drop thou Ihalt undergo a thoufand perils, and 
run the rifque of thy. Reputation to boot ^ yet 
fhall thy Third continue to laft as much as if 
thou hadft not the leaft matter to quench it ? If 
thou wert wife thou wouldlt rather defire Death 
tb ftee thee from this Torment, than Riches to 
fiipport thee in thy Mifery. I have often lament- 
ed feveral Friends in Rome^ when I have feen them 
di^art this World, and I have no lefs frequently 
OMdol'd your Misfortune in feeing you return to 
it. The Influence of my Friendfhip, the Autho- 
nty of the Seriate, and the Duty you owe to 
y<Hir Country methinks (hould remain you from 
tbis courfe of Covetoufnefs.' O Cincinnatus ! 
thy honouraUe grey Hairs ought to be employ'd 
in good Works. Be affur'd, my Friend, it would 
be mudi more advifeable for thee to follow the 
Good in the paths of Reafon, than the Bad in the 
toad of coitmnon Opinion ^ for if the former way 
be nanow, ic will not afibrd fo much Duft to 
' • ' > blind 
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blind thy Eyes, as the latter which is larger. 
Want of knowuig better may excufe Youth 
for praQifing Levities, but immoderate Cove- 
toufnefs in an old Man, nothing can attone for in 
this World, and perhaps nothing in the next 
While he lives it proves a Torment to him, -when 
he dies a Trouble, and after Death the eternal 
lols of his good Name. O Cincinnatus ! take 
this Advice trom a Friend •, do not for the future 
fo covet the Goods of this Life, fince thou haft 
but fo fmall a fpace of time to enjoy them in. 
Do not trull too much, my Friend, in prefent Pro* 
fperity, fince that is but as it were a rrognoftica- 
tion of the ill Fortune that is to follow •, there- 
fore having hitherto proceeded like a Madman or 
Fool, begin at length to praOiife Wifdom ^ whidi 
you can only do by quirting your former FoUy^ 
and taking up with the true ConduQ: of Prudence. 
I have no more to fay to you but the Gods be b- 
ver your Guides, and undeceive you, in the wrong 
courfe of Life you have all along led. My ¥au* 
ftina falutes you, and defir'd me to tell you from 
her, that 'tis time you had Wit when your Neck 
is full of Hairs •, wherefore I would advife you 
to fend immediately for a Barber, to the end that 
your Hair being once taken off, your Sence, if you 
have any, may have room to Iprout forth, . Never- 
thelefs I am very much affraid that Covetoufnefi 
will not forfake thee fo foon as we may imagine^ 
nor Folly Fauftina^ nor the Gout me ^ and tlmt 
our Souls will be ready to leave our Bodies, before 
Inadvertency (hall be difpos'd to depart out of 
our Hearts. This M^arcus oiyioxmiCelius^ writes 
to Cincinnatus with his own Hand. 
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LETTER LX. 

Marcus Aurelius , to his Emprefs Fauftina, 
feverely repremandin^ her Xmpertimnce and 
JmportHnitiQs. 

*^TpI S mofl: certain where any one is contented 
' X with his Condition, he fpeaks more with 
his Tongue, than he keeps referv'd in his Heart ^ 
and, on the contrary, where he is melancholy and 
iJiflatisfi'd, he does not.w?ep fo much with his 
Eyes, or Ismient with his Tongue , as he grieves 
in his Heart. Vain Men^ proclaim their Vanities 
hj vaiq Words, whereas prudent Perfons diffemble 
their Difcontents with prudent Expreffions, 
Among wife Men he will ever be efteem'd the 
Wifeft that knows much, and ypt pretends to 
tittle Ivnowledge •, but among Fools his Folly is 
ever moft apparent, who boaft s of knowing much 
and nevertheiefs knows Nothing. A wile Man 
will not prefently anfwer, tho' he be Iboke to 5 
whereas a Fool is ready to ask you Queftions be* 
fore He fees you. I lay this, fauftinci^ to let thee 
know, that thy Impertinence hath fo ^ifmounted 
my Intelleft, that 1 can neither explain what I 
feel, nor hope to make thee comprehend what 
I would have. Thofe that have hitherto written 
concerning Matfimony, have left us many Memo* 
randums on that Sabjeja 3 yet have they not been 
able tQ exprefs in all their Books, fo many 
flagues attending that State; as one Woman is 

alone cai»ble ot furmftiing her Hnshand with 
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in one Day. Certainly 'tis a veiy pleafant ThiHg, 
to hearken to the Impertinencies of a Child, 
when, on the contrary, it muft needs be a veiy 
irkfome 6ne, to bear with the Importunities oi 
its Mother. Children daily do fomething that 
gives us Pleafure, whereas you Mothers fd- 
dom or never do any thing that opght to 
pleafe us. We may well pals by the Vagaries 
of the one, if we refleO: on the more fubftjan- 
tial Difturbances of the other. I have obfen^d 
that the juft Gods generally remit the Punifli- 
ments of unjuft Men to the other World; 
however where they commit any thing to plea- 
fure a Woman, fhe is left to punifti them^ 
which, for the moft part, fhe does feverely 
enough. A Man cannot have a more unmer- 
ciful and dangerous Enemy than his Wife. I 
never knew a Man concerned with any Woman 
in any vicious Aft, but that very Woman 
proy'd at laft a fufficient Chaftilement to him 
for what he had done. One thing I am cer- 
tain of, and fpeak by v Experience, which is, 
that tho' a Man fhould do all that his Wife 
could require of him, yet would fhe in return 
do nothing that he (hould defire of her. As it 
is a great Cruelty in Barbarians to make Slaves 
of their Wives, fb is it no lefs a Folly in us 
'Romans^ to let them be our Governeues. A 
wife Man ought not to curb his Wife fo 
much as to make her his Servant , nor give 
her fo loofe a Rein that fhe may make her 
felf his Miltrefs. You Ladies, iauftina^ are lb 
exceeding extravagant in all your Aftions, that' 
if one favours you never fo little, you will be-? 
come proud and imperious ^ and if difcounte-. 
nance you nev^r fo flightly,- tutn envious aridi' 

roali-j 
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IJialidous. Tha:e can be no peifeS Love but 
where the Lovers are equal, and how that 
fhould be exped:ed in you I cannot imagine^ 
Ibeing naturally fo imperfea: as you are. 1 
y^ell know, underftand roe not however, and 
would have you to know, that I lay no mor^ 
Jhan you deferve. There is no Woman that 
would willingly have another let over hei 
Head, neither is there any that can in the leaft 
hear a Rival or Equal •, for if they have a 
thouland Sefterces a Year, yet have they ten 
thouland foolifli Fancies in their Pates ; but 
the worfl is , tho' the Husbands that brought 
all this Wealth (hould happen by their Deaths 
to forfeit it to the State, yet wUl thcfe Wives 
lieverthelefs think to continue the fame Port. 
All Women have an eternal Inclination to talk^ 
^nd never to hold their Tongues 5 to com- 
mand , and never to obey ^ to be free , and 
never to be controul'd ^ and in a Word, to 
rule and never to be governed. In two things 
only they join, which are to fee and be feen, 
Tlie refult of all this is, that thofe who com- 
fly with their vicious Defires they make 
Uaves of, and look upon thofe that will not 
ois Enemies. In Fompeys Annales , I have met 
with one thing, among o^jps, worthy of Ob« 
fi^rvation, and which is, that when that Gene<^ 
ral went on an Expedition into the Eaji^ ha 
found, on the fides of the Riphaan Mountains; 
a fort of People mm^MaJfageu^ who bad a 
Law among them , which ordain'd , that the 
Husband and Wife (hould for the moft part 
live feparate. In the Husband's Cave, for Hou- 
ifes they had none, were to be the Mafter of 
thff FamUy, his Sons, and ^^al9 Sqtvants ^ and 
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in that of the Wife, were to be the Miftfrfs, 
her Daughters and Female Servants. On Feafls 
only they eat together, and once a Week hy 
together. The great Fompey^ furpriz'd at tiis 
manner of Living, enquired the occafion of it, 
and was anfwer'd by one of thefe People thus 2 
Jjookyou^ Pompey, for Jo I think you are calfi^ 
the immortal Gods have granted us but Jhqrt 
Uves^ for fevo or none of us exceed Sixty years^ 
and thofe we do all voe can to live in Peace 
lifter toe manner you fee ^ for Jhould we take 
cur Wives to us , we Jhould die even while we 
liv^d by hearing their Complaints continually by 
Dayy and their CurtainLeuures by Night. We 
judge therefore we do better hy keeping our 
/elves a/under^ to the end our Children may be 
educated peaceably^ and our family governed 
without fifife and Oppojition. In truth, my Fau^ 
fiina^ I muft need$ tell thee, that tho' thefe 
MaJJageta were term'd Barbarians, yet were they 
more in the right, in this particular, than we 
Romans are now. One thing I muft of necef- 
fity fay farther to thee, to which I require thy 
utmoft Attention, and that is, that if the 
beaftly motives of the Flelh , had not enclin'd 
J4an to defire Woman, even againft his Will, 
I much queltion wjjjjether (he would have been 
fo much belov'd as ihe is, or fb much as fii& 
fer'd in civil Converfation : For certainly' in 
cafe the Immortal Gods had pM<le this fort of 
Love voluntary, as they-bave made it n^tutal, 
Man would have lo9k'4 upon it as an uncom- 
mon kind ot Punifhment, to h?ve been Qblig'd^ 
to have any thing to do with it. For what 

X^^i purpQft the Gods have 4«ftin'd Man to 

undq;^ 
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|vd«fgo tliis Mifeiy is fcarce axountable for^ 
inlomuj^ that a little FleQi (hould have lb great 
a Dominion over his Hearty as to make him love 
what he (bould abhor ^. and defire what does him 
fo maob damage ; This is what Man is every dajr 
ibifible of) ana yet has no power to rid himfeif 
fiom. t envy the living Gods and dead Mea 
only in two things, the former that they live 
fi:ee both from Envy and Malice^; and the lattef 
jb that they are freed from the Plagues of Wo* 
men. O FaufiJMy the Love of Flefh is fo great 
towards the Flefn^ that tho' we have never fo 
much Inclination to fly from ye , yet, arp we 
oevertfadefs foon taken Prifoners ^ and tho' Rea« 
ion as ReafoD may find fome way to efcape, yet ^ 
jFlefli as Flefh muft of neceffity fubmit to thd 
Conqueror. This froni Marcus of Mouiit OHni 
to his impertinent Confbrt Faufiina. 

.'. ■■ ' • • 1 

LET t ^R LXt 

AnQthtr Later to his Bmprefs Fauftina , Mf 

tf^e fame SubJeSf. 

IHem^berwell, Fauftim^ that t have often, in 
my younger days, refolv'd to have no mors 
Commerce With Women, but then I don't forget 
that I have at the lame time as often relapfed \ 
for if I had good Thoughts in one Hour, I was 
fure to ^t with them the next. Oh ! to how 
many Perils does that Man expofe himfeif, who 
has any thing to do with the fiut Sex ! If h«s 

N loves 
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bves thetn not, they take him for a Set , and if 
he does love them, for a Fool \ if he leaves 
therr^ they efteem him a Coward , and if ' he 
follows them, look upon him as rainM 5 if he 
lefpefts them^ they regard him not , arid if • he 
ferves them, prove ungrateful to him-, if he 
ferns defirous of them, they flight him , and 
if negligent perfecute him ^ if he frequents them, 
he becomes iniamous, and if not, fcandalous: In 
fine, if he does not make it the wholt Bufinefi 
of his life to be their Coxcomb one way or orcheri 
diey will account him no -Man. What then (hall 
the unhappy Wretch do ? Let a Man take it- for 
granted,' that tho' he fhall do all he can for his 
wife^ perform all he owes her, labour cofttinu- 
siMy to Keep her from Poverty, put his Life often 
indangc* on her account, yet will the ungrateful 
Quean not be latisfied, but think all he has dofte 
not enough, or elle done for the fake of fome 
other Womai T > "I have long defir^d, my ¥auftiha^ 
to tell thee this, but for want of an Occafion to 
make rhee IcRliftle of what t feel upon thy ac- 
count, I liave thought fit to defer it till now. It 
wouljir7TOC.b€Ci&mea wife Mm, upon every •trifiirij; 
Difference he has with his Wife, to rally her 
with Words, lince what is not Ipoken to the pur- 
pole, (ignifies little or nothing. I think' it is now 
about fix years fince thy Father Antoninus Piu]^ 
diole me tor his Son in Law, and I thee for tnf 
Wife, wherein I fuppofe we were both deceived ( 
thou being not proper for the x)ne, nor 1 fbr thfe 
other. He had nis Name of Prus from his good 
and merciful Afttons, to me however in this re- 
fpeQ: he mnft needs te laid to have been mercilelS 
and cruelj for as on account of *thy Beauty thou 
• ■' were 



jf&ifia^ aftet bf miny ^ ib for thy kdl Lift 
loyil oipQ oeen abhorr'd by al!. Oh hoiV unkind 
fiive tte Godst been to thee, PauHha / bv giving 
tbte W^ealth aAd a fine Fac& for thy Peftru^libn^ 
anil faa good Qualities fot thy Sujj jjott ? I^ 
tbfey' have beeil unkind to thee, in. that the^ 
fiaye^ expos'd thee to all : the Temf>eft$ of jQi 
•fortune^ and afforded tfifee no Sail bx Oar$ 
wherewithal to efeape. The thirty and Eight 
Yeats 1 xff^s . without a Wife, feem d not abbvft 
fo ibany Days, whereas barely the Six Year^^ 
I have been Mirry'd, feem to itie above ail 
Hurrdred. I do antfte thee, that had I but 
known before what I know now, and felt 
th^ti vvhat I feel at this time of writing t0 
thee, I would not, tlio' the Gods fhoold. hav(g 
cotnmartded , and my Lord Adrian requif d it 
of me , exchanged fny Poverty and Repofe 
for ^y Perfon and Empire. Hitherto I hav(^ 
dortiplaitfd bilt little, and yet have fuflFer'd a 
great deal ^ my reafon being that no Man can 
eiidure fo much with his Wife, but that he 
muft/ftiU be obliged to undergo more from 
her. ' hit a Man therefore connder that h^ 
Mdll but be efteeni'd a Fool for brawlinj 
publickly with his' Wife, fince if (he hai 
j^irov'd good , he ought to have encouraged 
her, that Oie might have grown better i fo as 
(he proves bad is he to bear with her, to 
prevent her growing worfe. Every one knows 
that all Creatures fubmit patiently to Cha^ 
fiifement except Woman oidy , vi^ho expe£te 
to be rewarded even there where (he deferves 
to be pHni(h*d4 Believe me^ Faufii/ta^ if thfe Feat' 
of the Gods , and the Difrepute among Men 

N a af«' 
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are not fufficient to keep Wonoen from ill 
doine^ all the Chaftifement in the World will 
not te able to do it. A Man's Heart is fo 
generous, and a Woman's fo delicate, that fhe 
alwavs expe£is to be recompensed and never 
lefus d •, therefore in^henever one«. has detertmn'd 
to enter into the State of Matrimony , one 
bught at Ae fame time, to refolve to bear pa- 
tiently whatever (hall happen on that ac- 
count. It is but a very imprudent humour in 
a Man, to punifh that publicly in his Wife 
which has been committed between them in 
fecret. He that has a mmd to live at Peace 
with his Wife mull obferve this Rule, which 
is to admoniffi her often, reprove her fddom, 
and never to lay his Hands upon her , for 
otherwife he muft not expeQ Fidelity from 
her, nor fhe good Treatment from him , nor 
the Children of both good Education, nor the 
Gods good Servicci nor Mankind any Benefit 
from either of them. I have no thpte to fay 
to thee at prefent, Fauflina^ only defire thee that 
thou wouldft confider, that I know thee tho- 
rougbly , tho' I do not fhew it outwardly , 
and therefore require that thou would*ft let 
my Diffimulation fuffice to amend thy Life. 
Farewel. > 
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rtn* fame to the fame^ feverely reprimm^* 

mg her Impertinence for requiring i$c 

Kty of bis Study 5' omL pretending fie 

^' fhomd Mifcarry if her Rsqueji were m^ 

granted. 



" Ik. 



fim-ibi better underftanding this Letter^ the 
Readir muft kntm^ that the Emperour Mar- 
cus Aurelius, had his Study or Clofet^ in the 
rnoft retired part of bis Pa/ace^ where he /u0f^i 
neither his Empre/s nor any of his Domejlicks 
to came ^ vahich inciting her female Curiofity^ 
Jhe one D^ importuned him to be admitted ir- 
ta^ thai rrivacy -^ but he being unvotUing to 
grant her fo great a favour^ and at the Tame 
time not caring to deny her by zoord of Motiih^ 
writ her tjilhat follows* 

Oping that I have pretty well prepar'd thee 

by lormer Letters, I will proceed to Anfwer 

thy prefent Queftioo, for it cannot be expe&ed 
that rhyfick Ihould do any good till the Stonnach 
be in a condition to receive it. In like manner no 
Man muft pretend to do his Friend any Kindnd^ 
by Counfel^ till he has fitted him to digeft his 
Inftru^lionsw. You ask me, Fauftina^ for the Ke^ 
of my Study, and threaten that in cafe I refufe 
it, you (hall be likely to Mifcarry of the Burthen 
you go with. You hig-bdly'd Ladies have a fine 
time on't, for under a pretence you fhall come 

N ? before 
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before your time^, you get all yon have a mind 
to granted you. When the faaed Senate hereto- 
fore made a.Ljw:in favour of the RomM lylatrons^ 
Women were not fo humourfome as they 2>re now j^ 
f9f wb^^ea^ th^en all wer« anobicious of peiipm>« 
kg gQod tVorkvthey ow-a^dsys 4^ nothing 
put entertain ba.d Thoughts. If my W^fnoxj .fail 
me- not, vi/iifn Ca/9iiius b^d tnadc; 2^Yo^ (6 the 
JSoddefs Cybek\ upon account of a ViOipry, and 
obtained it thro' her means , Rowe being at that 
time unable to furnifh wherewithal to make her 
^ Statu.^ according to Promile , the Women 
crxwrde^ to the Capitol^ and prefeuted all they 
}iad ipor .that purpof^, thinking it unreafonable 
tljat after their Husbands h^d (acri^c'd their 
pves tp hey Honour, they (hould have refus'd 
their I^iches. It was certainly a wonderful fight 
to fee* that fo m^ny Womep (bould agree to part 
jwita their )5yacelets from their Arms^Fencfents from 
their Ears, "Necklaces from their Necks, Crot- 
itets from their Breafts, Rings from thejir Fingers, 
ind Money from out of th^ir Pockets^ meerly to 
grgtity a commendable Zeal for the Good of 
their Country ^ which Prelents of theirs, althQ' 
they could by ho means be term'd fmall, yet w^ 
their pood vYill much greatQf . Tbefq Riches 
l^'ere fo exceffiye, that they no? only fuflSc'd to &• 
tisiy the Deity, but like.wiletp carry Qn the War. 
And as it was then the cuftom in Ho^e^ for the 
§tate immediately upon any Semcedone to return 
as fpeed y a RecoiTipence,qi? the Cime Day that thefe 
Matrl ris offet'd their Trciafure at the G^>4?/,the Se^ 
\aie Cut of Graritudegrauted thflm Five Privileges. 
j4i[//, That for the future theyJhQuld ha^ Oraii- 
bns ^'onoi{nc^d( at their ^nnpr^^ to celebrant e. theiy 
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g&dWork^ Seconify^: That ibi^ JhouldU dhv^-S, 
u^fit in the TcmP/es^ mhenar btforc th^ had cH 
^img han tktiia to knf Standing. ThirtUyy Thai 
they Jhouli he permitted to wear their Gowns /rn'd^ 
bavirig been formerly forbid to line them, fhurth/y^ 
That at the time of any great Sicknefs they 
Jhould haoe leave to drink Wine ^ whersas they 
bad all along before been confiffd to Water. And 
fifthly^ That tbofe Women among them whofifould 
At any time happen to be voith Cbild^ might requefl 
vBkatever tljey would^ and have it at all times 
granted them. Undoubtedly thefe Laws were 
exceeding juft, and ordain'd with a good Will 
by the Senate <, but the true occa&on of making 
ibe \a& of them was what follows. Wbilft the 
ConfHl fuknus Torquatus^ was abfcnt in his Ex- 
pedition againft the Volfci^ the Mauritania 
Equites brought a Wild one-Ey'd Man to Rome^ 
whom they had hunted and caught in the Deferts 
of ^^gy^ < At that time tjiis Confnrs Lady was 
great with Child and ready to lie down. She 
was a Woman of fo great Repute for Honefty, 
that file was not lefs f am'd for her referved de- 
tneanour during her H^hand's being from her, 
than he was for his Exploits in the Wars. In 
Fourteen Years he had been away, (he had not 
been fo much as once at the Window, neither in 
all that time had there fo much as a Boy of e%ht 
Years of Age been feen within her Apartment, 
Kay not tontent with all this, (he to give a £u>* 
ther Example of Fidelity and Confiancy to aU 
Eome^ and. thereby to attain perpetual Kemem- 
bance, having bad threes Sons by hef afbrefaid 
Husband, they no fyotM came to be Eight Yearsi 
x^ iMit i)ie feu them to be educated by thim 

N 4 Grand- 
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Grand^icher. Thus did this excellent JSidnm^ 
Lady behave her (elf during her Husband's ab^ 
fence, to the end that urtdet colour of being bef 
own, no male Child mi^t enter bet Gates. At 
length the good old Wx^orq^uatus returning, and 
the OneEy d Moniter happening to come by his 
lioufe much about the fame time, and while his 
I^dy was in the Straw, (he hearing of his odd 
Form long'd to fee him, but having no Body to 
brmg him to her by reafon all were aflraid of him^ 
(he pin'd away at the difappointment and died. 
Now this Monfter had often gone by before her 
Huslyand's Return, atid (he womd never flir a Step 
to view him, thp' it was in her Power , choofing 
rdtber to part with her Life, than occafion any 
dift^ruft 01 her Inte^ty. Her Death was much 
bewail'd in "^me^ ipafinuch as (he was greatly her 
lov'd and admifd there, no Woman having been 
before known tiMt had any ways equall'-d her Ex^ 
ceilencies \ wherefore the Senate caused this In- 
^riptipn to be cqrv'4 PH hw Tomb.- viz. 

^ere lies TorquatusV happy Wife^ 
\ 4 ^oman great by ]\iame ^ 
Who hazaried her dearefi Life 
To fave her dearer fame. ... 

Now you muft I^now, fauftina^ this Law was 
not made tp raife this Lady from the Dead, but 
^t hef virtuous Life might ferve as a laitingCxf 
ample to all you Wom^n that were to fucceed hen 
And as it was reafonablQ it fhouid havel^n made 
to fiyg th§ Lives of Women with Q^!l4,i ifo, in my 
opinion, pone but fuch as are virtuous ought to 
||9f(i the {>9n^t of it v fot by the fsiOfie Rujlie^ that 

they 
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tfaejr require this Privilege^ they are obliged to 
qusuify diemfelves for it, by a blamelefe Cod- 
mGL Ifiy no more of this, fince you know iny 
Mind and your own Peferts. Farewel. 

LETTER LXni. 

Pdntius Pilate , to the Emperanr Tiberius 5 
acqHainting him with the Ufi^ Miracles f 
Peak W RefiirreSion ofjcfm Cbrift 



I Am Witnefi of the J^em entailing Mifeiy on 
tbemfelves, and their Pofterity, prompted by 
a pemictous Eiivy, toanumoftandcruelSentencei 
The exprefi Declaration or the Oracles eftaUifli'd 
amoi^ diem, by the venerable Authority of their 
Aoa&ots^ promU'd the coming of their God by 
the medium of a young Virgin , to he their Right- 
ful Prince ; and thefe Oracles had their Event in 
the time of ipy Qovemnoent of J^udea <, for there 
is fcarce a Man of theic P^rts but is Witneis of 
his giving Sight to the Blind, cleanfing the Lea^ 
prous, and curing ihp Lanie : He in the Eyes of 
all Men drove out Devils, and delivered thoie 
that were poflels'd with unclean Spirits : From 
the Graves he revived the Dead ^ the tempeftu- 
pus Winds obey'd him, and the Waves like firm 
(.and fupporred him. Tbele and a valt number 
of other Miracles got him the Title of the Son 
^ God. But the Envy and Hatred of the Chief 
inieft&y mompted them to an open Oppofition of 
l)i9> vrnift «nded lately in leizing him, and 

bringing 
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bjngiiig him as a Criminal before me, ladeD with 
die odioas Names of a Magtciaq , Defertei , 
Op^ugner o^ and Apoftate to, die Laws of 
dieir CouQiTjr. Deceiv'd by their fpecious Pre- 
tences, and believing their eager Complaints, 
Icaus'dhim, porfuant to the RiEMfcf ir Laws, to^be 
fcourg'd, ana afterwards delivered him into their 
Hands, to be proceeded againft according to their 
own Cuftoms and Laws : In purfuit of thefe they 
condemned and hung him upon a Crois- and 
when his Friends were permitted to buiy his 
Body, they fet a Guard of Souldiers over him^ of 
which number were feveral of my Troops^ who 
beheld him arife the Third Day fiom the D^ead. 
But in nothing did the Viilany of die Jevus moie 
appear, than in extendk^ mek Malice beyond 
tne Grave, by: bribing with lar^ Rewards the 
Souldiers to lajr, that hBs Dilciples came Ixr 
Ni^t and ftole Mm away. Tlie Souldiers took 
the Money, however they every where declare, 
tbat they faw both the Vifion of Angels, and 
Jejus rife fiom the Dead^ Thefe tbin^ I 
diought it my Duty' to acquaint your Majefty 
with, leaft any one through the falie and inmiua- 
ling Arts of ths Jev9s^ (bott'd endeavour to in> 
pofe on yoUy : in fo impoctanr a Matter of Fa£lH 
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LETTER. LXIV. 

ILentulus GavernoHr of Jerafalem, to the Se- 
' -nate and People of Rome y giving a De^ 
^'fiription of the Perfon of CHRIST. 

THere has latdy appeared in tbefe Parts a 
Man of fingular Virtue, who is yet alive, 
oamU JESUS CHRIST, whom the GentQes caH 
the .nopbet of Truth, and his Followers the Son 
of Qod. He cures all Diliempers, and redeems 
the Dead themfelves, As to his Ferfoo, he is 
taU. and comely, and of a Venerable Aj[pe£l| 
i{ghich gives both Love and Awe ; his Hair bright^ 
curling,^ and flowuig down his Shoulders, parted 
10 the middle of the Head after the Nazarite 
Mode* His Countenance pain and mod open, 
his Face without Spot or Wrinkle^ and adorn^ 
with a modeft Blulh \ his Nole and Mouth of 
^ goceful turn, a Beard forked, large, tho' not 
long, and r^, as his Hair a his Ejres bright and 
ypluble ) when he reprehends, temble $ when he 
admonHhes amiable and plealant, as is confiftent 
with Gravity. He has never been feen to laugh, 
but often to weep. His Difcourfe is modeft and 
grave, without loquacity ^ his Limbs jufily pro- 
portioned, and to the Eye agreeable, and beaud- 
m among the Sons of Men. 
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LETT ER LXV. 

4 

Mithridates King cf Pontiis,, to Arfaces 

King of Perfia j perfnadmg him to a, War 
with Rome, and expofing the Amlntion^ 
and Perfidy of that Gty. 



I.. 



WHen a Prince in Profpcrity is courted to 
a warlike Alliance; the fitft thing be 
ought to confider is, wherner he has it in his 
Power ftill to continue in Peace, and then to ex- 
amine either the Difhonour, Piety , Safety or 
Glory of the War proposM. I own you have 
a great orobability of enjoying perpetually the 
Happine^ of an uninterrupted Peace, if it were 
not tor fo enterprizing and profligate an En^iur 
as Rome *, to reduce whofe exorbitant Power will 
be as extraordinary, as a fingplar Glory to your 
Arms. I dare not pretend to ask your Alliance, 
and it. would be a vain and flattering Hope^ to 
expefl you (hou'd mingle your profperity with 
my misfortune; and yet if you confider the mat- 
ter with a true Judgement, you will find, that 
thofe very things, that feem to obftruft, ought 
moft to promore this Confederacy ; I mean your 
jLefentmenc of the late War of Tigranes^ and 
the low Ebb of my ii flairs, for he hieing obnoxi- 
ous will on any Terms, purchafeyour Friendfhip. 
Experience from my many LoiOTes , has ena- 
bled me to give you the beft Advice \ and tto* 
my niartial Powers are finally I can by Precedents 

in- 
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inform jou hi the Condud: of your Affain ; a 
thing of the laft Confequence to, and whidi 
oug;ht moft to be fought after ^^ a Wife Prince^ 
while yet hts A£fairs carry a fortunate and pro- 
fperous afpe£L The Romans zx^ now animated 
, by the fame Motives, that from the beginning 

- Uve eng9g'd them in War with all the Kings and 
"^ Princes that funounded them, that is by an inOi- 
. tiable Luft of Wealth and Dominion. This was 

the Original Caufe of their Qiiarrel with Fhilip 
of Macedort ; this made them, after they had 
dwcxioi Ant iochus from joining him, while 
thq^ were hard prefe'd by the Cartbaginians^ by a 
&ithlefs profeffion of Friendlhip and the concefli* 
on of all Afia to him, fuffer FhiHp to take all 
the Countries from him, on this fide Mount Tau- 
" rw, with 1 0000 Talents. Nor was it long e'rc 
■ they gave frefli Proofs of their Perfidioufnefe, in 

- thePerfon oiPerfes the Son of Fhilip^ for by an 
equivocal evafion of their public Promifeof Life, 
which had betray'd him to furrender himfelf, they 

/^eftroy'd him by keeping him perpetually from 
Sleep. Thus th^ betray'd their boafied Friend 
Eumenes to Amiochus^ as a Bribe for Peace ^ and 
whra, they had made Attalus no more than their 
Deputy of the conquered Countries, they reduc'd 
him from a Monarch, to the moft wretched of 
Slaves, by continual Expenceand Affronts^ and 
after his Death by forging a Will, they usM his 
Son Ariftonicus , as an Enemy, leading him 
in Triumph for only Petitioning to fucceed his 
Father in his Dominions. Afia is befieg'd by 
theni, and laftly on the Death of Nicomedes they 
plunder'd all Bithynia^ tho Nufa (whom they con- 
lels'd Queen of Bithynia) was then delivered of 

a 
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ft Son* After this it woa'd feem fupeffludn to 
toention tm ftlf, whom my dillaftce from th6ih 
oOD'd not Rcttre from theii* Aflkults, beciufe thi^y 
imdetftood I had Wealth, and a Kefolutioti itdt 
to be a Slave to their Empire : Theiy therefore 
made way through the Kingdoms am Tetrad- 
cbies that were a Mound betwixt us, by engag* 
ii^ Nicomedes in a War agatnft me, t$io' I was 
fenfible enough of their villainous defies, and 
bad before hand declared what has ftice teippen'd 
to Pto/omy and the People oSCrete^ who alotte, at 
that time, were free. Bat endeavouring to re^ 
venge the Injuries that were offered me, I drove 
Uicctneies out of Bithynia^ reduc'd Afia , once 
the Prize and Plunder of Aniiod)us ^ and deli- 
vered Greece from the moft infupportable of Sla- 
veries. Thefe glorious beginnings were depri?'d 
of as noble a profecution by the Treafon of the 
moft profligate of my Servants, Archelam^ who 
betray'd my Army to the Enemy i and thoft 
who through floachfnlnefs, or a falle cunning 
would not Arm, while they were fecure by my 
pains and labour, have met with a Punifhment 
equal to their Folly. Ytolofnfs Treafure buys 
yet a fufpenficm of Arms, and thofe of Crete be- 
ing already attack'd by the Romans^ mnft not 
expeQ an end to their Dilafterd, till rhey are 
entirely broke and ruin'd. But when I found' 
that rheir Domeftic Qparrels had only deferred 
the War, not given me Peace, tho' Tigranes 
v;3s averfe to me (who now too late approve* 
my Gonduft) tho' you Were too remote , all 
other Nations fubjea to, or influenced by, the 
Romans \ I began the War alone, vanquifh'd th* 
Cooful Marcus Cotta ia Chalcedoma^ and de^ 

ftroy'd 



fttoyM thdr nolk Fleet by Sea. At the Siege 
clf tyzicm my v^ Aio^ waiited Provifio^ 
Kaving DO Cohfedentes to Arpphr me all 
louhd thofe fdxts^ and the Whiter debarr'd mc 
the Conveyance of the. Sea : Thus I was cora- 
p^'l^ not by zm force or valour of the Ene- 
iOT;nto taife the Siege, add retire into my own 
dominions , lofing by Shipwrack, near Para^ 
aind Heraclea^ the beft pf my Men and Ships* 
Bat havmg reinforced my Army at Cabira^ I 
teid fiiveral Skirmiflies with Lucullus i we were 
both reduc'd to great Streights for want of 
Pjovifiods ^ he had at his Back the whole Kmg- 
dohi ofAriobarzams^ that had not felt any 
thing of the War ^ And all the Countnr round 
tiring already harrafs'd and wafted , 1 with- 
drew into Armenia. The Romans following not 
me, but their old cuftom of deftroying King- 
dotns, boaft the Overfight of Tigranes as a 
Vydtoij \ becaufe in the defile and narrow pla- 
cek, they hinder'd the main Body of our Ar« 
my from coming to the Engagement. I wou'd 
therefore deiire you to weigh well with your 
felf,' whether you wou'd be better able to de- 
i^jld your fsif agamft them when we are re- 
duced, than now we are yet able to aifift you. 
I know very weU^'that you abound in Men; 
in freafiire, and in Arms, and for that Reafon 
we ieek you to join in our Common Defence; 
iTiey 'court you to make you their Piey. But 
fince We can neither Conquer nor be Vanquifh'd 
without dettiment to you, Tigranes is rciolv'd 
to finifh the War at a Diftance from home, 
with my experienc'4 Soldiers, little Labour, 
and the expofing our own Perfons. You can- 
not 
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not be igncnant of the Rommu ttmnng tlii 
ibice of that Arms this way , when ^e 
Ocean had put a ftop to their farther no- 

Sefs to the Weft; that fix)Oo their Ter|r 
rigin they had neither Houfe, Wives, Q»>n- 
try nor Empire but by Rapine ^ being! it,^pBt& 
l^g^bonds without any fixt place of ^bode^ 
Without Parents I a People founded fisr die 
Plague and deftru£tion of Mankind) who 
have no confideration or regard for any tl ' 
Hunnane or Divine, that (hould interi 
betwixt their defigns, and the Ruin of tneir 
Friends and Allies, Nei^bouring or difiant 
Countrys, the Weak or rowerfol, efteeming 
all great Monarchies hofiile , as well as all 
others, that are not fubjeQ to them* Great 
pre of Mankind chufe to live under a Juft 
Monarchy, and feme few under Free States ot 
Common- Wealths ^ but I was lufpL^ed as a 
Rival of their Glory, and a fuddain Revenger 
of the Nations they had opprefi'd. But you, 
O Arfaces ! Monarch of the Perjians^ Matter 
of Seleucia^ the largeft and nobJeft City of 
the World , as well as of inexhauflible Trea* 
fures \ what Benefit or Favour can you ei* 
peO: from them , but a falfe and flattering 
Friendfliip at prefent , and when we are re- 
mov'd, an open War ? The Roman Arms 
are ready to attack all Nations, but moft 
prompt , and implacable , where the largeft 
and richeft Spoils are expelled, having ar» 
riv'd at this Pitch of Grandeur by daring, 
treachery, and building one War on another^ 
and by thefe Arts they will opprefs, or de- 
firoy all Men , which will be no difficult 

mattef 
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Manor if fou Match with your Army about 

Mfifitsmht without Provifiofi, and I wander 
^ in the &mc^ Cobdidon thro' Armenia^ for they 
. owe dieir Security, not ro cheir Valour, but to 
i tfur ill Cooduft. Bv joining us you will have 

jdbe . Reputation of having (uccour'd two great 

«.(|yi6narcli8, and of having deftroy*d the Robbers 

, and SpMlers of Nations. This I wifli and advife 

^/you to do» unfeis by our DeftruQion, you had 

ssather add to the Grandeur of one Univerfid 

'Empire, than be a Conqueror in Conji 

Miniua. Faiewel. 
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Phryne, the Thebsm Wharf ^ to the Fhilof$^ 
pher Xenocraccs ; reproaching him with 
. , Frigidity^ /tf/e^Jiiilii^^ JSlg. 






I Am in doubt? fGXtnotrates!) whetber CO 
term rhec a Man, or a Stone* A Man, Vm iastt 
ihoucan'ft not be,(ince humane Fldb and Bkx)d 
could never be able to withftand the Allure- 
mencs of Thryn^. Neither can I take thee for a 
Stone, becaufe Stones have always Rre in them^ 
and tliou haft never any. What muft I think, 
thee then ? A Phitofopher ! Oh, no, their Bufi- 
titk is to fearch after the Wonders of Nature^ 
tvhilft ihdb dcfpifeft even Beauty the Perfection 
of it. What name then would beft befit one 
riiarismore infenfible than Things inanimate / 
i might call thee a Monfter, did I not know tlxat 
Nature could never produce any thing that/ 
ITiould oppofe its own Confa^vation v However,; 
thou art one, and being Born out of the Intenti- . 
on of Nature, art a Product of thy own beget-*, 
ting, nothing being like to do that Office for? 
thee, but thy fclf. Cannot that Beauty move) 
fhee^ which has rais'd. Veneration even in tbc^ 
moft Haughty, and ekdled Admiration froni^ 
the greareft Piinccs, who knew me only by' 
Fame ? I may commend my (elf without a BJufh, 
iin'cc every Captain is allow'd to relate his owa, 
Viftows. If every one fpeaks in Praife of me, 
why may nor I repeat it, and like anEcchofend 

back 
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back the Voice. But what fignifies all this Praife^ 
if onefingle Xenocrates Hiall defpife rhe? Yet will 
1 believe thou flighteft me meerly out of Confci- 
oufiiefs of thy being unworthy to enjoy me. 
Ithy little Merit confounds thee< and makes thed 
to forego all the unexpeded and unrberited 
Favours have been call away upon ihce. Yes, 
thou art unworthy of my Embra«:cs, thou that art^ 
a poor^ naked, fuhburnt fort of a Philofopher,and[ 
In PolTelfion of nothing but thine own Folly. Wo 
be to. the tVorld, if all Men were Philofophers, 
or all Philofoptiers like thee. Thou defpifcft the 
means that begot thee, and vfould to the Gods« 
thy Parents had done fo too. Then fliould we 
iiot have been plagu*d with oiie that difobeys 
the Laws of Nature^ and was Born even for her 
Deftru&iom Wretch ! Art thou not fenfible of 
thy Ingratitude to thy Country^ Pofteriry, and 
thyfelf? AU thefe thou offeodeft, whilft thou 
perfifts in this frigid Refolution. What fignifies 
IP XmocratesJ[) thy Philofophy, finee it does not 
teach thee the Knowledge of thefe Principles ? 
Vain is that Learning, which makes one infenfi- 
bfe of ones Duty, Glory arid Imtnortalicy. How 
weak are the judgments of us Wofrien. I once 
thought Philpfophy even deify*d Men, but now 
1 believe they are rathef debas'd, rhdn advanced! 
ly it. Haft thou obferv'd, (O Xenocrates l) ^ 
vfiilft thou Wer'^t concemplating the Wonders of 
Nature, the Afpeitsof the Heavens, theCourfc*^ 
o? the Planets, and the Difpo/icion of rhe Stars? 
Teil me, ^Prithee) did'ft thou ever fee thaft Folly 
in them >yhich reigns In thee? The]5r' have aK 
their Conjuhftions whilft fhou aiFe£tcft to live 
Single. I find*ou Philofophers have little 
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Knowledge of chefe Matters, nor do I thitik 
your Learning amounts to any more than bare 
Gucfs. Your Pcrfons arc a Cheat, for under 
trour fqualid Bodies, and grave Beards, you hide 
Doch perfidious and ignorant Souls. Do you 
think tliat this oMinate Refolution of yours 
can pafs upon me for Virtue ? No, noj Virtu6 
confifts in meeting and conquering, and not itl 
fiying. What Merit can he pretend to, Xp^ho 
abftains from what he can*t enjoy, or defpifes ^ 
Jewel which he has no Knowledge of ? Yours is 
not Continence, but Stupidity. Continence is 
only a Virtue, which keeps Peo^e from pre- 
tending to do more than they arc able. Expe- 
rience a little (O Statue !) the Swcetnefs of thefc 
Lips, the Softnefs of thcfe Hands, the Allure- 
ments of thefe Arms^ and the Fragrancy of this 
Bpfom. Firft Eflay, the delights of Love, ai«l 
then fet up for Cbaftity. If alt thefe prove Bit-^ 
t:T or Naufcous, then forfake and defpife them; 
but if on the contrary you meet Satisfadion in 
them, then is the time to exercife your Virtue^ 
Judgment is blind without Reafon, and how 
can Reafon perfuade a Man againft what he ne- 
ver experienced. Is it pofliblc (O Xenocrates l) 
that thefe Arms cannot Conquer thee!, nor thcfe 
KilTes fofteri thee ? A Kifs is the dofeft Conjith- 
dion of Souls, and the beft Herald of the Hcani 
1 fliall infift upon no other Arguments, for what; 
a Kifs in this Cafe cannot do, the whole World 
cannot. Renounce then ^ Friend Xenocrates l") 
tl is obftinatcStupidky,which if you won't do for 
ti c tu pucation or my Charms, do at lead for your 
own Intertll. Do not you peijceive that allhoot 
at ; ou upon this Occafion, m fly from yotr, 

and 




and all hate you. Hatred is even difpleafing to 
itictfc who cannot Love. I^ove like Praiie is 
£))a^hc after by, thofe who have devoted thenv 
" lve$ to Infamy* You'll tell me^ perhaps, fhst 
rthat does not value his Life, is never afraid 
of Io(ing it i and I muft tell you, that before I 
^QUld undergo the publick Odium^ I would bu- 
ty ttiy felf alive to prevent a worfe Fare. I was 
Once ihinWng that fome other Beauty migh^ 
$ave engaged your Heart, and a new Chc^ be- 
witc^*d you, but then I could have no Opinbn 
of ;iny own Charms, which I know w.ould nor 
)5ic|d to the fti;ongeft Inchantmencs. Thrjn^ 
wpuld have but little to boaft, if iSorcery pr 
W1tchg;afc c;ouj[4 fuperfc/de the force of hef 
B^uty. bo not imagine (O ^enocrates j) thaf 
I lay this to encline thee to Love me. I am now 
6tisfy*d my Attempts are in vain upon an 
Heart more Obdurate, than Adamant. My 
Charms pretend to go no further than a Poflibi- 
fity. If I could fucceed, I might eafily claim 
the. Golden Apple from renus. What I ha^^e 
fc^ all this while aiming at* was only to 4p my 
Beauty juftice, by comparing it with thy Ob- 
ftinacy. Yet does it not dilpleafe me that you 
de0>ifeit, fincc nothing is more ufual than for a 
bate Soul to flight its Benefaftor. But where is 
your^oul ? (J^tmcrates) Where is your Heart? 
Nay, where are your Affcftions? Buried it may 
bf .iO'the bowels of the Earthy with the Trea- 
foresyou feem to defpife : If fo, fupply your felf 
a new from my Mouth. There 1 have Riches 
beyond what Fortune can beftow. But foolifl^ 
Creature th^t I am, what do I pretend to ? Tp 
catch him by the Ears, that I could not take by 

O 3 the 
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the Eyes. Yet be not deceived Xmocrates. Do 
not chiok I fay this to make you believe I k>ve 
^u, I could not be fuppos*d to dote on what 
IS fo very Unaimable, I would rather be coo- 
demn'd to the greateft of Torments^ than be cS^ 
]ig*d to fancy you. All my kirn is to try the 
force of my Charms upon what's ImpofliUe to 
fuccccd in. That's but a vulgar Beauty, which 
can captivate a yielding Hearty My defign 1$ 
upon a Statue, a fenfelefs Marble. But whiift | 
fpeakthus, I contradi^ your Humanity, there- 
fore (O Xenocrates) ifObfHnacy hasnot altogether 
render*d you Blind, pay the Debt you owe to 
]Macure, (atisfiemy Requeft, do due tfonour to 
my Beauty, and becbme the fubjedt of my Tri« 
pmpb. Farewel. 
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kbcrates^s Anfwety uflralJiffg h vicms 
, 4(/if , an J vindicating his own frofej/ioiu \ 
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I Have determinM (O Thrjn/} to anfwer the^j 
chat thou may*ft ootmiftake Virtue for Sca> 
piditf. Thoii haft juft Reafon co valvie rhy feffi 
fincethdahaftoccxition-d Xenotratts to write to 
thee, ^ho haS reftis'd that Honour even to\hc 
*gf eateft Princes. But do not believe I write out 
of iny Inclination rais*d by thefr, I fliould A- 
hor the Name of a Philolophdr, if a Woman 
could make any the leaft Alteration in me. The 
deifign of my Anfweif is to undeceive, and tf 
poffible to reclaim thee. I Glory (Firyn/) ia 
what thou upbraideft me with, and, would wiK 
lingly be the Monfter thou mak'ft me, if I had 
no other way to free my felf from thy Tempta- 
tions. Nay, I could wifli my felf a Stone, rathejr 
than by being Flefli and Blood, become fu!>- 
jefl: to thy Luft. You make me Laugh to think 
that you Ihould believe me capabk of being 
enamour'd on what the World calls Beauty. 
My Eyes were given me to look more inward, 
and not to dote upon a meer fuperficial Out- fide; 
They are the Guides, but not the Tyrants over 
my Soul. The Heart of Xemcrates is neither to 
be feduced, nor imposed on by them. A Philo- 
fophcr, of which I boaft the Charad^er tho* 
you grudge it me, is oblig'd to have more regard 
to the InftrutSion of his Mind, than i^Icafure of 
his Eyes. Thofe diat ia"uft too much to out- 

O 4 ward 
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Ward Appearaices, iare moft cotxanxmty reeom^ 
^11(^3 with the Embraces of a Shadow. If tfaoti 
did*ft but know (Tbyn/) vAot thai "Beauty is 
which thou valueft thyfelffo ranch upon, thou 
Wot(M*A fixm Ument. thy abus*4 Opixdoo. Thou 
woiild'ft then Jbe.ienfible it wai$ nothing but an 
Impbfirion on the Eyes^ a Torment tothb Mind, 
and a Vulture on the Heart: Nay farther/ a 
fleering, fliort-Iiv!d Blefling, e^rpos'd to all tffe 
Cenfures, Injuries and Accidents of Time and 
Chance, and which all the united Reproaches of 
Mankind would be but too Httle to revile as it 
ddcrves. The Glory of thy Beauty {?bryn)f) 
depends therefore on a meer deception of 
Sight, for tho* an Error happen fometimes 
to be approved, yet is it however always an 
Error. I fliould think fome Beauty of the 
Mind was the occafion 'of that of the Body» 
did I not know that nothing of that kind 
could Cohabit with what had facrific'd it felf to 
Infamy. The Vices of this ftcw the Imperfedi- 
ons of that. If your Soul were beauteous, 
{PhrynJ) you fhould foon have Xenccrates for a 
Lover. That would be the fureft Charm to cir- 
cumvent my Heart. I ftould be unworthy^ of 
thc'Hondur of being a Philofophcr,if I could love 
yoa upon any other account. I could fooner 
wifh to be nothing, than to be your Admirer, 
upon any other Score. You fee then what 
a horrid thing a polluted Beauty is, that a Afan 
would rather chofe to forego his Being, than 
have any thing to do with her. I have no Ge- 
nius for Flattery, nor any Heart for Lies, there- 
fore, were Ifo enclin'diambur ill provided for 
making a Conqueft over you ; and bcfides, I 
cannot away with what docs not only difpleafe 



Bii^, bat whidi I dcTpifc/ JUrelytwo Cootrades 
)^m€e« The Elements only concur to the ni^ 
-idng of the World, and When Brutes incermix 
wimouc regard,' 'tis becauft they are Brutes. 
Now whereas you invkc me to the Experi*^ 
eticeofyour Lafdvious Embraces, I muft tell 
yoo, {?brjnf) I refuie it, and that nor fo much 
,pn account of the Pollution, as to let you fee 
that my Body is fubordinate to my Mind. Tho* 
you tell me the Heavens, Stars and Planets have 
all their Conjun^ons, and thereb^intimace that 
Love prefides even over them, yet is riot that 
fiich Love as yours. Their ConjunSions are 
Pure, Chaft, and not intermixt indifferently as 
yours are. This I learn (torn that Philoiophy 
which you fo much defpife. I am furpriz^d that 
yoa cannot diftinguilh betwixt Continence and 

, Obftinacy, yet that foon vaniOies when I conii- 

r der tlie Perfon I write to, who having fo Jittle of 
the former, eafily believes all that oppofe her, 

-to be guilty, of the latter. And now how can*ft 
thou defirc me (JPhrynJ) to have to do with 

, thee ? Thou that haft nothing to regale me with, 
but iheL Reliqucs of anothers Concupifccnce- Be- 
tides, your Profeffion deftroys the very ends of 
Love, .which are Generation. To what an 
height o£^6\\y are Men arrived, that for a little 
momentary Delight they will interrupt tficCon- 
tinjiance of die World ! Sjdi Women as you Sin 
:againft Nature, By expofing that Beauty ro Sale, 
whi^ was freely given yoH. lam airaz'd that 
Princes, whofe Duty is to govern Mankind, 
(hould not only fubmit to,^but encourage fuch 
Pradtifes. 'Tis fuch as you, (Phrjti/) that cot 
only debauch t|ie Yoacg, but feducc even the 
..-.4 . . ' * Pld : 
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Old; and in a word, plajr die Tytaoci^ov« oav 
Ufiods, our Hcakh, our Wcakh, and our U« 
berty. I know you would wiUiogfcp hUft rbk 
to conceal chcfe Truths, but *m ceraift JOwm 
€rAtes could not flatter cfaoc, iho* fae lovM thed 
I admire that having devoted your fdfakogethef 
CO Infamy you ibould talk to me of ReputatiPf 
00, and that knowing me for a Philoto[dier^ 
you fliould think to move me by propc^ng my 
Imereft. What (ignifies it to me if all fly me, 
fim:e Xenocrates has no greater Fleafure than to 
avoid all Men. Believe me, they that know mi 
well will not hoot at me, as you fay ibey do, and 
if they fliould the hatred of the Meb and Pbryn^^ 
would yet be more grateful to me xhan thdr 
Love. But I would kill my felf, before I would 
be lov*d on the fame account as thou art. Men 
love Pbryn^ meerly for their own lakes, for 
what elfe can be aimable in her, but the fancy'd 
Pleafure in enjoying her ? Every thing in her 
befides is unworthy any Man^s Love. How can 
one tove that Face fo us*d to a diflembled Coun- 
cenance ? How thofe Lojcks that have been Sa- 
crilegioufly taken from fomc Scpulcre? How 
thofe Eyes whofc only Bufinefs it is to entrap 
Men^s Hearts? How that Mouth which is aU 
ways fiird with Deceit and Lies ? How thofe ra- 
pacious Hands which are continually for taking, 
but never for giving ? How that Bofom which 
has been defil'd by the repeated Pollutions ol all 
Mankind ? And in a word, How can one dote 
upon that Mind, the fole Objedl of a Philofo- 
pher's Love, which, has been all along coma* 
minated with fordid Thoughts, and vile Concep- 
tions ? If I thought there were any Hopes of 
' ' thee^ 
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iSiee, I wmld employ the vhole force of my 
Pfailofopfay to redaun thee : Bat I give thee over 
for lA. InateVice is the moft difficult to be 
eradicated) andCuftom io all things is a fecond 
Nature. What wojild it fignifie fdr me to read 
dieea long LeCbnre on the Advantages of Chafti* 
cy and Temperance. It would be but words 
ihrcmn away^ therefore I will conclude with 
telfing thee, diat if after all has been faid, thoa 
haft mil a Mind to Triumph over Xtnocrateu thou 
nuft Hve another Life, and drive iinother Trade ; 
his Inclinationa leading him altogether to the 
Efteem of Virtue^ and Vinuous PerfonSt Fare* 
ve^ 
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The Emperor Caracalla, to his Mother tife 
E^prefs Julia^ to vohom he lore incefiuous 
I/ove. 

I Have always hitherto thought (O. Julia!) 
that the Pangs of Love were meer FaWcs in- 
vented by cunning Men^ to humour the Credu-* 
liryof filiy People. But now lam of another 
Mind. The little God has now made me fully 
(enfible of his irreiiftible Influence over us Mor- 
tals. Ail the other Gods and Goddefles have been 
iiibiervient to his Power. Even Jove himfelf^ 
hascondeicended to aflfume mean Forms by his 
Command. The ftrangenefs however of my 
Love at firft ftartled me. I blam*d in my felf 
tbo(e extravagant Defires, which both Nature^ 
taw and Cuftom deteft and abhor. I reprelen* 
ted to my Mind nothing but ImpoiEbilities in at* 
raining what I wifh*d. My Courage faifd me 
in revealing my Thoug'lits. My Mouth durft 
not open to utter my rafli Sentiments. My down- 
caft Eyes dreaded to meet thy Difdain. My 
Sighs voluntarily buried themfelves, rather than 
c^ffend thy Power. My imprifon'd Tongue 
however at length regains its Freedom, and ha- 
ving furvey'd thy unparallelfd Goodnefs, boldly 
pronounces my Love. Yes, I Love thee, Julia^ 
and if that word feem too mean, I Worfliip, I 
Adore thee. No humane Language can fuffici- 
cmly dcfcribc my Mame, and therefore 'twere 

Pity, 
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Pit7) but I had a Divine one which might better 
fuit with my cxceffive Devotion^ and thy trad- 
fcendent Beauty. Thy looift are a Paradicc,. 
where one may furfeit on all the primitive Blef- 
6xm. Yet do not believe (O 7«/itf) that I ex- 
pea to g^n thy AfFe^ion by praifing thee. 
That were a ridiculous Attempt, where there 
is fo much good Sence join'd with fo much 
Worth. My only aim is to do thy Pcrfcdliong 
juMce, wherein if I fail, blame not me, but thp 
expraordiriary Merit which exceeds the force oF 
Words. I know thy Modcfty will blufli to hear! 
all this, but 1 had much rather thou fhould'ft 




much more valu'd for being defcended from 
VenuL Likewife, LoVe being a kind of Symme- 
try of Cuftoms, it is impoflible but that being 
thy Lover, I Iftould refemble thee in fome par- ^ 
licular. Alfo being fo nearly related, I have « 
bencr Claim to thee, the greateft Favours being 
ever referv^d for the neareft of Kin. If Jupiter 
Caii'd his 5ifter Juno to his Bed, why may not I, 
iny Mother Juiia ? That Example alone is fuffi- 
dent to ftop the Mbothsof all that are offended 
at our Amour. As Princes we ought to be imi- 
tated, and not be obliged to imitate our Inferi- 
ors. Perhaps thou raay'ft Objeft, that my Love 
cinnot be fo great as I pretend. Thou wrong'ft 
me, HJulid) if thou haft any fuch Thought. 
I love thee a$ much as any thing fo very aimabic 
can be Ixlov'd. There's not a drop of my Bloody 
but I would freely exhauft in thy Service. Nay, 
if I could not pdffels thee without dilfing to be 

what 
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what I am» t would kill my felf immediaceljr ta 
arrive at that Happinefs. I "Mrould not have thee 
to think (O Julia) that I love thee the Icfs, be- 
caufe thou haft fome Years over thy Head. The; 
Conftancy of my AJfeStion is not co be zhtt^A 
by fuch mean Thoughts^ Hook upon thy Beau- 
ty to be perfe£ted by its Ehiration, He*s not t 
true Lover that bveS only with his Eyes. Foo^ 
dote in Pcrfpcftivc. I am for a nearer View. 
The Beauty I admire is refident in the SraL 
That alone has raised alt the mofi violerit Paffi- 
ons in me which a Lover ever experienced^ tight 
molefts me, Darknei^ affli& nle, Reft difturbs me, 
Fbod difgufis me, Sleep confounds me, Pleafure 
difcdeafes me. Recreation tires me, and Friends 
cannot comfort me. If I gaze on thee, thine 
Eyes confume me, and if I do not^ Deiire^ and 
Jealoufie torment me in tfadr turns. Botli when 
I am in and out of thy fight, I fubfift by puref 
Miracle. I fufficiently experience that Truths 
which fays, that a Lovers Soul generally refidet 
in the Obicdl belov'^d. Rcmov'd from thee, t 
have no Scnce but to Grieve, no Words but ta 
Complain, no Eyes but to Weep, nor no Breaft 
but to fend forth Sighs. If any one fpeaks ta 
me, I hear him not ^ if he wrongs me I mind, 
him not) and if he ftrikes me L feel him not. If 
I had fectkd my Affe^ions on any other but 
Jtdia^ I fhoiild have been MelanchoUy, and la« 
men ted the iofs of my dear Liberty ; but now 
on the contrary I rejoice in that of my Freedom,- 
fince I will flatter my felf, I ffiall thereby gain 
her AiFeftions which are preferable to aU other 
humane Happinefs. Beauty brought glory to 
GmtCy by thte ruin of Troy. Why then Ihould I 

grudge 
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grudge:, being deprived of my Liberty by ii ? 
He Fh^ ^^ not the fame fence of thy Chartw 
nerer div'd into thy Mind) nor look'd on thy 
F^pe. It 16 not in the power of the moft extra* 
vaganc HyftrioU to reach the height of thy Per^ 
fe^ops. The anti^nt Htlwtij wor(hip*d the 
Siiq with a Finger in their Mouths. Lee him 
tltes that defpairs of doing thee Juftice by fpeak* 
irig, adorethee in Silence^ If all this while my 
Pen has not been a))le to nfK}ye thee to wy Hap- 
(nnc&i I have no Mercury to employ in my Fa^ 
vpiir as ^ove bad. I muff wholly relie on chat 
GrQodtiels,: which was given thee to relieve the 
Wretcted. Pardon me, OmyGoddefsi If I 
hsiyq abus'd thy Kindnefs, by aUuming too xnudl 
Liberty, for as I have thought the Time, Agts^ 
vfhcxdnl have been in purluit of thee, fo do f 
npw count thofebut Minutes that I have been 
waiting to tbee« My Thoughts and Words a- 
.bqund,. and tho* th^ may be both Illplac*d andl 
ili-cbQ&n, yet does not the Sun in atcra^ing 
Vapours, diftinguifii between the fubtiU and th^ 
condens^'d* But two Things thou may'ft ftill ob« 
jeQi.to m^,;^ wbich are the accuftonxd InccNnilan^ 
cy of Lov^irs, and the Freedom Men too o&en 
take in pubU&ing Ladies Favoms. Tbis. may 
indeed be faid. But (hall I change ? Shall I alter 
my Affcflions to Julia ? Oh, never, never. She 
has too a great Dominion over my Heart to allow 
it. A Muflirome Lovefprung from a tranficory 
View may indeed as foon vanifh, hue mine that 
is grown up with Time, and invigorated by it 
muft, of neceffity ftand the Teft of Apes, My 
Love is not a Child ^ It has been brought up ta 

Tears of Difcretion by your Converiation, and 

• 
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in your Prefence. As the Oftridge enlivens ia 
young whb irs'Eyes^fp fou by yoors have non- 
rifh'd my AflFeffioos to that degree, that they 
are arriv'd to a Monftious Greatnefs, even be- 
yond the reach of Iiiiajg;ination. Having proved 
it impoffible for me to be Inconftant, I mutt 
likewiie make it Improbable, I would diva^e 
ihe great Secret Should I be guilty of fudi 
a' Crimey I might well exped Thunder and 
&rth-<iuakes to revenge the Sacrilege. My 
love can only be rcVeal'd to the Gpddefi a 
Love, and that's your felf. You can only h^ 
my Wounds, you can only know my Secrets; 
nnlefi my Breaft ihould happen to burft with the 
mighty Paflion, and difcover your Image on my 
Heart. The Plcafures of Love are not truly en* 
JDy*d, if not conceal*d Silence and ThdEt ate 
Its beft Companions. I begin to hope, my Ja* 
lia^ my words have at length made fome ImpreC* 
fion on thee, but they muft nevertbele& give 
way to Effefts, which I doubt not will foon ap- 
pear in my Favour. Thofe Kindneffes are Ty- 
rannical, which make Ufe of too long Delays. 
Let us haften then my Fair One to the gathering 
o( thofe Fruits, which fliall be difpens'd with fo 
prodigal a Hand, by Love and Julia. 



LETTER 
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LETTER LXIX* 

Lifificatus /0 Tlepolemus, concerning ibd 

Choice of Friends* 

O W tnach yoU cftccm thofc Paraftcs and' 
Trcnchcr-flics that daily haunt your Houfe, 
am not able to determine. Can you think: 
they /lore you, that follow you meerly for a 
Su|^)er ? How can you take them for Friends, 
that fpeak one thing of you at Home, and an- 
other Abroad ? There chey (ball proclaim your 
Wifdom, here cepfure your Folly for bclicyipg 
them. Thcfe arc even the very worft of Men> 
and not unlike the Adder that flings while 
it ^ lies concealed. Rather efteem thoie your 
Friends who afBrm you are not infallible, and 
may ftand in need of Counfel , who remove 
Pickthanks from you , join with you in the 
Prefervatipa of your Eftate, and chide you when 
you a£t contrary to their Advice. Thcfe arc 
the Men you are to value, and the others, thofe 
you ought to ayoid. Be more cautipus . for the 
future 3 and farcwel. 



LETTER 
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LET t E R LXX. 

The fame ta VhiloclcSy maihg a Ccmparifoti 
letu>een a Wife and a Mifirifs. 

YOU know weBj VhilocUs; Marriage is a no 
firiall Oeck to the Growth of Learni»g 
and Philofophy j and that the Meffing of Chil- 
dren turns all a Man*s Thoughts from che Liberal 
Ajrts, towards the Care of" Maintaining his Fa- 
mily. Ncverthelefs, be not you aRprehenfive of 
tnore Plagues and Difturbanccs at Home, than 
you (hall fu rely meet with Abroad ; for among 
other Things, whatever you buy for your Wife, 
you may diipofe of again at pleafure j but, on ihe 
citmtrary, when you have once prefented youi* 
l^Bftrife, you muft not expeft to have any ihe 
leaft Part of it returned. Again , whenever any 
Strife happens at HoEpe, you by your Angle Au- 
thority may eafily reconcile or overrule ic j but 
what you (hall be engaged in Abroad, either with 
Rivals or MifirilTes, you will not find fo eafie to 
conquer. Moreover , you will be much more 
fenfible of a Wrong &om a Miftrlfs« than from 
your Wife j foa: the former always abounds with 
Sufpicions, and the latter feldom has^any. Ma- 
trimony has ever this peculiar Good in it, that a 
Wif^f may be trufted at all times, when a Miftrifs 
Can fcarce ever be confided in. But providing 
your Wife fliquld occafion you any Trouble, ytt 
ought fhe to be fooner born with than a Miftrifs, 
inaimuch as Ihe bears yorf Legitimate Children, 
which are to fucceed in your Eftate. When 
you iparry , pitch upon a Woman of good Pa- 
rentage^ 



//v ANTIENTS. 211 

ttmage, Virruous Education, and not Ovcr-ruSl> 
(6 will you avoid all the Occaiions that cdminon- 
ly produce Vice in that Sex. Farcwel. 



L feTT fe R LXXL 

Miiitheiis, Commander of the Pra^cotian 
Bands ^ to his Son-in^Lavo the Emperor 
GOrdiaOus, commending his Reformation. 

"^^T^ IS no frtiall Pkafure to me. My Lord. and 
JL Empeiw i that 1 can now oj^ferrc how 
Tiijies have been ^!fejf*d fince the Eunuchs bought 
and fold every thing. They difpos-d of ^11 like 
Friends, y^t were really the greateft Enemies you 
had, I am glad however, they are at length re- 
moved from you , and^ as 1 underftand, you ai^e 
iiot a little pleas'd with it your felf , which re- 
jpyccs me yet more, inafmuch as I can thereby 
perceive , that however Fauhy Affairs have been, 
they were nevcrthelefs tranfa6led without your 
Pirivity. I am fatisfied, it was not your Intention 
that the Commands in the Army fhould be difpo- 
fed of at the Pleafure of thefc Vermine, that Per- 
fohs of Merit fliould be refused the Rewards due 
to their Services, that the Guiltleis fhould be pat 
to Death, or the Guilty go unpunifh^d , on any 
Account whatever. You certainly were not the 
Occafion of the Treafuf y*s bcittg exhaufted, bile 
all was tlnanaged by a vile Cabal, who being able 
by their Intriguetto keep all good Men from your 
Prcfence, eafily prevail'd upon you ro admit of 
hobebutbad, whereby they joimly enrtch'd 
chemfeives, andvin}poveri(h'd both yoa and the 

9 % Em- 
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Empire. But Thanks be to the Immortal Godi, 
you are at laft fenfibie of all this Mifmanagetneht, 
and have already begun to rcdrtfs your Errors, 
arid reform the State. I am happy in having fo 
good a Prince to my Son-in-Law , and the fa- 
ther, becaufe he has bani(h*d thofe Men that fold 
him by Au£tion to the higheft Bidder. Farewel. 



LETTER tXXn. 

Befolus, King of Lydii, to Sapor , Khf^ §f 

Perfia, in Favour of the Bwfiror Valerian, 

whom having taken Ptijoner^ hi made his 

Footjlool. 
• 

COULD I think it prafiticable that the Romans 
fliould ever be totally vanquilh'd, I would 
congratulate you upon thij extraordinary Ule 
you have made of your late Viftory i but as 
they are a People, whom both Fate and their 
own Virtue have furnift*d with uncommon 
Power, you would do well to take Care, that 
the Captivating their old Emperor, and that too 
by Fraud, does not at laft redound to the Preju- 
dice, both of you and your Pofterity. You may 
pleafe to confider, how many great Nations, and 
thofe even their Conquerors, they have at length 
fubjugated and forced to buckle. Tho* the Gauh 
beat them, and fir'd their City, they at a long 
Run became their Slaves, and ftill continue (uch. 
What though the Carpbaginiansoftcn routed them, 
thofe very ^/ric4»/ now fcrve and obey them. 
Not to go fo far forInftan(^es of [the Roman For- 
tune, I may product Mitbrida^s King of Pont nsy 

who, 
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vrho, cho' once Matter of all jljia^ was at laft made 
fubjtd CO the Imperial Eagle. All this confider- d, I 
cannot but advife you co embrace the Offers of 
Peace made yon, on Condition you releafe r«/f- 
rUn. Hereby I fhall certainly have Occafion to 
rejoyce in yourPiofperityj whereas, on the other 
hand, I may with like Certainty have no lefs Rea- 
fon to deplore your Adverfity* FareweL 



J XKf ' 



^ 



LETTER LXXIII. 



t^e Emperor Valerian to Ragoniu? Clarus^ 
Proconful of lUyrium ^//dkul, ccncerning 
the DifcipHne he would have ohferved in the 
Army. 

AS you are naturally acood Husband, I would 
^ave you, my IQnCmari, to imitate BalUJla^ 
in t^p difppfing of C^arte^rs, and providing the 
SQ!4iers with Neceflaries. Have you not obfcrv'^ 
how he makes every thing eafie to' the People, 
where he comes with our Army ? Where he 
finds Plenty of Fofrage, he Quarters the Cavalry, 
and where Store of Corn, billets the Infantry. He 
requires no Provifions where they are not to be 
had. ^ He never bunhensthePublick with the Ex- 
pence of Carriage , but always takes what he 
wants on the fpoc where it grows. Thus you 
may quarter your* Foot in GaJlatia^ lUytlum and 
Thrace^ which abound witl^' all forts of Grain, 
and your Horfe in Thrace likewife, for there the 
Fields are well ftoi d with Grafs; Thus a3:ed 
IfalMay who never charged more than one Com* 
modity upon one Province. Moreover, if you 

P 3 dcfirc 
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defirero pJMfe us choroughly, you muft curb the 
Liccmioufnels of the Soldiers. Be not one of 
ihem fuflPer^d either to fteal or commit Wafte, 
Let every one, be fatisfied with his daily Allow- 
ance, or if he muft needs plunder, be it upon the 
Enemy, and not the Subjects of the Empire. Lee 
the Soldicjrs Arms be kept clean, bright and fharp j 
Be their Clothes preferv'd in good Order, and do 
you take Care that they do not lavifh away their 
Pay. See every Man have his Collar, Bracelet and 
Ring, and that he provides for his own Horfe, 
Let the Phyficians demand nothing of them for 
their Cures, nqr the Juiurs for their Prcdi^ions. 
In a Word, be careful that the Soldiers livequictr 
ly, and whoever prefumes to do otherwife let 
him be punifh'd feverely. Farewcl. 



LET TERJ XXXIV. 

The Efyiperor Aurelian, to 2ienpbia, Queen of 
Palmyra/ requir/ttg ber.tofurrender that 

City. 

WH A T I now require , you ought to 
have done long; (Ince of your own ac- 
(rpr^. I command you to furrciider the City, 
and thereupon promife both yoti and yours your 
Lives,buc pot your Liberty. YoayZeppbia,znd your 
Children muft be ccuitent to go, where I and the 
moft Auguft Senate C^R^me ihail think fit to place 
you . Your Jewels^ Gold, Silver and other Riches 
muft all be confifcated to the Itman Trcafmy. 
Your Subjedls alone will be fce«d from CaptivMy^^ 
%f4 bave their Privileges confirmed to them.: 

LETTPR 
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LETTER LXXV. 

Queen Zenobia'5 Attfwer to this haughty 

Letter. 

NO Man ever yet prefum'idl to commanij 
what thou haft done. Bravery^ Aurelian^ 
is th^ only Means to bring about oar Ends in 
War. Thou reqqireft me to farrender this my 
City of Talnjyra , as if thou couKlft be ignb* 
rant that my A nceftor C/t^/irr^ chofe rather ,ro 
die \A/ich the Chaiafter or Queen, than live a 
Slave, of how great Quaiity (bever , to thy Prc- 
Atcciot AuguJlHs. We wait for the Succours of 
the Fttfiam : Vta^ SaTa%,tns 2xm for us: The 
Armenians have delclar-d in oiir Favour 2 A Band 
of High-way Men have defeated thy Army in 
Syria. Judge then whaj: ihqu art to exped 
when all thefe Forces fbali arrijve. Thou wilt 
then afluredly alter thy Tone, 2^nd^ not imperi- 
oufly command me thus to give up wljat is my 
Birthright, as if thou wer't abfolute Difpofer of 
the Univcrfc. Farewel. 



i4V 
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the Emperor Aurclian, to his Friend' Muca.- 
por, acquaintinghimbovphe hadleeniaffleJb 
ifcfore Palmyra. 

THO'l hear my Expedition is ridkurd ztRome^ 
yet let me tell you. Friend Mncaf&r^ Queen 
"Itnphm has more of the Man in her , than ye 

P 4 / imagine. 
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imagine.' Her Fear and Defpair betwixt them, 
make her mHy and fumifli her, with more Cou- 
rage, than can be found in all oar Army. 'Tis 
inexpreffible, whatvaft Flights of Arrows, Darts, 
and Stones (he fends us every Moment. To in- 
form you how well (he is provided for her De- 
fence, you muiir know, that no Part of the Wall 
is without two or three Batteries , whence flic 
continually hurls on us Fire and Deftru6tion 
from her Engines. In fliort, flie adrnot like a 
Woman, but with all the Bravery of a gr e^t Com* 
^nander j yet I hope the Cods, who have never 
hitherto frufirated my Undertakings, will aifift 
ipe with the tike Favour at this Junaure, to the 
(Glory of the Rm(fn Empire, FarewcK 



LETTER LXXVII 

the fame tththe Senate of Rome, vindicating 
his Triumph over Zenobia, and giving her 
Charader, 

I Hear I amcenfur'd for having afted an un- 
manly Part, in triumphing over Zenokia. I 
know not thofe who have been thus free with 
me : However am affur'd, that if they had but 
knowp • what manner of Woman Ztnobia is, 
they wouW have been fo far from blaming, that 
they would rather have commended me. You 
muft know then, flie is a Lady of that wonder- 
ful Chaftky, that ihe . refusM to Bed with her 
Husband, aftej fli6 had once cofaCeived by him : 
She has liv'd With the Pomp of a Berpm^ and yet 
jhai:angu*4 her §Oldjers witla all the ' Affability 

of 
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of a Rimum Enipcror. She was prudent in her 
Councils, and diligent in all her Affaiis. She 
has a fhrill, roanly Voice, a tawny Complexion, 
black, fparlding Eyes, an excellent Shape, a noble 
Mien, and exceeding white Teeth. She has io 
Cafes of Neceffity, had all the Severity of a Ty* 
jfanr, but wherever there was occafion for Mcrcy^ 
/he could be as well acquainted with Clemejocy. 
She gener^y wore a Helmet on her Head, and an 
Imperial Purple Robe on her Shoulders button*d 
with a Crotchet of Diamonds on her Breaft. She 
managed the Publick Revenue with all the Pru- 
dence imaginable. She fometimes us*da Coach, 
but oftener rode on Horfeback , and would fre- 
quently walk on Foot feveral Miles together. 
She has naturally the Refervednels of a Spaniard^ 
yet will drink beyond any of the Officers of her 
Army, nay, outdo even thtPerfimx and Armenians. 
She is learned, and is faid to have abridged 
the Alexandrian and Oriental Hiftories. She has 
alfo read our Hiftory in the Greek. It was thro' 
her Mczns OJenatus^ her Husband, overcame the 
Ferfiansj and forcing King Sator to fly, advanced 
as far as Ctefifbon. This Queen, I affure you, 
has been fo great a Terror to the Eafi^ that mu 
ther the Egyftians^ Arabians^ Armeniam^ (xSara^ 
z»ens dujrft.to move for her. Nor would I have 
fav*d her Life, had I not known that her very U« 
furpation af&rted the Limits of the Empire^ Lee 
them therefore that are plpas'd with . nothings 
take the Pdfon c^ their own Tongues to them- 
felves. For iny part, I think I can eafiJy juftifie 
my felf. If it is not commendable or honoura- 
ble to triumph over a Woman, what might have 
been fsdd of the Emperor Dwus , that grear 
Commafider, who intended diefiune Thing, had 

he 
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he been ^t leifure. He prudently fuflfcr'd her to 
Keign in qfiiicr, ihar he might have an Opportu- 
niiy to profecute his Expedition againft iht Gotbs^ 
vrhilft-ihe preferv'd inviolate the Ancient Bounds 
ofcheEaftern Empire. Farewcl. 



LET T E R XXXVIII. 

EuripideS: fi> Archelaus, ^hg c>/ Macedon ; 
containing his Reafons for returning the Pre^ 
Jent he fent him* Written at Athens long 
hejore Euripides went to Macedon. 

.V g 11$ not our of vain^ glory I return the Pre- 
"" X iem yoa fent me by ^«7^^£m/ J nay, lam 
eonftious you will rather be angry at than ap- 
prove ic» I Ihall incur the Cenlure of affedcd 
Oftentation by my (proceeding, and have little 
Hopes^ to find any one favourable enough to im- 
pute k to true Qxt7fx^{& of Mind. Add to this, 
ihatC/^«^ fetir me very preffing Letters to urge my 
Accepcante of it, threatning me otherwife with 
his Altjgier ^ but having Riches Efficient for my 
felf am Family, I n^im, however, psrfift in my 
Refdltttibn. ' Befides, the Prefent you fent was 
coo great for my Circumftahces y add what I 
could fiottafily fefiire (O* thy felf. ^ I have often 
ivrroteto you concerning th^7id^^« Youths, and 
now rectew xsxy Importtmic^, that^au would 
vouchfal^ to preferye and deliver them from their 
Chains. In my OpinSd» their Qdk is 'not very 
CYident, m if it be, I dare 4mgajge they (hall tsaqf^ 

jrefe ^pitnore, if yon jjut fotgive thcth bow. 

hc^ my Demand w lb reaibnable, yon will 

^ ' not 
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Dot deny me, and th^t you will fo far compaf- 
donate the Mifery of their aged Father^ a Man 
of the (irft Quality among the PilUans^ vrho fly- 
iDg to Atkins^ apptyMliimfelf to me, in the moft 
pathecick Manner imaginable , to mediate in 
their Behalf, fuppofing my Intereft fufficient with 
you to obtain their Liberty, I therefore defire 
you, nay, I conjure you , not to prove me lefir 
capable of ferving himi than he believes. Fare* 
wcl. 



^ifa 
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JEuripides to Sophocles*; co9fgratulatittg bU, 
Efiape from Shipwreck , an J condoling Hoe 
Lofsofhis Tlays^ Written at AthenSs when 
Sopkpcles was itf Chios. 

• 

TH E Misfortune of your Voya^ to Chks^ 
O Sophocles^ has reach'd your Friends ia 
Athens. Your Lofs has fo aflFeded the whole 
City, that even your Enemies fliare the Sorrow 
of your Friefids. I can^t but attribote it to a 
partkttbr Providence^ that you and all foai Fa- 
mily /houl j efciipe fo greut a Danger. *Tis true, 
thclo(i( of y^gmr Tragedies, is commoa iq ait 
Greta i yet fuchaLofSi as mayeafily bctepair'd^ 
iinceyou your felf are preferv*d I defire you 
rather to confult the &ifety, than Speed of your. 
Ret^h :- Stay where ^ou 9re to xendh yoor felfr 
and «dce your own cimir to come Hoaie^^i«»fi 
can afiire you, tiers pu will findatffnq: OonK 
mand^pUA^ually executed^ SafaiteGI^A^rjmd 
Lofr^f^^omm^ y i^i4 kt thm know tfaeirE* 

fcape 
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icape has given me equal Joy with yours. Recom- 
mend me likcwife to Antlgims theWiyfician, if he 
have not yet left Chios for Rhodes j for let meaflbre 
you, he is a Man of Honour and Prolnty. This 
vdth my Ref{>e£ts to the Soos of Cratinus^ ends my 
Letter. Farewel. 



LETTER LXXX. 

Euripides to Archelaus, King o/Macedon ; 
CMtaining Thanks for his Pardoning the 
VtXLxzti'TouthSy at his Inter cejfion. 

rin H E venerable old ?tllaan Gentleman^ to- 
JL getlier with his Sons, caini lately W; !toe at 
^#ikyi/,.iind aifforded me a Si^ht, Obeft of Kings ! 
extremely (atisfaftory, efpecially whefc I cohlF- 
dered for whofe fake their Boon had t^een gran- 
ted. Neither was it lefs honourable or glorious 
to you, atid adtpirabie in the Eyes of all my 
Friends the l^^i&tfff//i9/, who in Numbers beheld 
it. Not one Man was prefent, who was not full 
of the Praife of your Humanity^ and loud in his 
Prayers for your Profperity. The aged Father, 
tranfpdrted wifh Joy at the I.il^(ty of his Chil- 
dren, ("whoin a defpopding ati^ aKHUrnf ul Con^ 
dition,-.had iuftbefcare gone ihro^chWl^ityJ no w, 
with both of thetta richly clad,' iS^s about Sacri- 
ficing to thC'Gods, and celebfatjhg* my Name, 
ij^. the Prefervcr of his Sons.^ The City olAthtm 
JikovMe, which has bred X^itizetjs ^f fo much 
Metjr, iwcakcs.of the Ceremony; I haye tnuch 
ifiore VfkJbf on this Stit^e^t , but which I ihall 
oimt>le0 by magtufying^^c Q094 you baye done 

your 
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your felf by thisAdion, I (faould fcem to leflen the 
Gratitude I owe your Complyance with my Re« 
qaeft. But I acknowledge you have laid a very 
great and fenfible Obligation on me^ andl there- 
fore aflure you, I will BOX reft till I have made 
you fome fort of Return. Farcwel. 



■■"^ 



LETTER LXXXI. 

Euripides to Archelaus, praif.ng that Xing ■* 
for his Bounty ; together with an Encomiam 
en the Royal Prerogative of doing Good^ &c. 

I Cannot but take Notice of the Juflice of your 
ConduA, O beft of Princes, not only in the 
Affair of the TilUans^ but like wife to me and 
maoy Perfons of Worth and Honour. Believe 
me, I am defirous to know the generous Actions 
you have done, not io much out of a Luft of 
Curiofity, as that the Fame <^ your good Deeds, 
may give mea frefh Delight, and oblige me to 
as great Thanks for them , as if they had been 
foldy directed to my Ufe j for I think my Joy 
ought not to be fp great on Account of any pri«* 
vate Benefit xpu m^ow on me, as to find yoi^r 
Benefits heightne^by the; Publick Value and Me* 
tit of the BootfiiQor. I derive this Joy from 
every Favour I beir you confer on M^n of De- 
fert. I would hivc you remember, moft e^cd^ 
lent Archelaus , that if you take a View of all 
Things the Gods have dven you , you willj«il». 
them repleniih*d with Cares, and FacigoQp;^ )mti>^- 
they have neverthelefs added this Sweet ^I6«iihit 
Bitter, that you can do Good to whoin you 

pleafe 
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pleafc, and are plcas'd pnly to do.^t td the Wor- 
thy. The Gods can likevirifc deprive you of all 
you have ^ if they pJc^fe; out the Benefits 
jrou have beftowcd, they tean never diveft ypu 
of, tho* they had ever fo much a oupd toit. Be- 
lieveme, OKin£, a Man in PqWcr can have no 
greater Remorle, when the Gods have takcri 
away his Ability from hin), than the Memory of 
having dQne Good to no Man^ when in PoiTefllon 
of it. Bur that is a Pain, you ftall never Expe- 
rience, though both Power, and the God^ depart 
from you, as having loft no Opportuftity or be- 
ing a Benefador to Mankind, this Satisfadioni 
will Aever leave you with Fortune , but always 
iftandT by you with this Comfort, That you ftill 
ddervc to: edoy that Favour you ?mpldy*d fo 
Welt Nay, mould the Gods this Moment ceafe 
tafmile qn,you, there is no Qty, no Nation, nor 
mvat^Man, thathasfelt your Pow'r w^th.^ny 
Detiiiment,. or that ha«not tafted jfotpe Portion 
of your Happinefs. Should you, by the Crime 
of For^ne, fall- from your Regal State, yw 
wou*4 ^ofe all the Labours, Cares an4 Daneen 
that furrpund a Throne, bu&the Confcioufneu o£ 
the Benefits you have diftributed, will remain 
both : to you, who beftow*d, and to thofe that 
receii/*d them. A Fruit and Ppffeffion not at ail 
(0 bbdpfpi$*d, and which are both, ev^n in Ad- 
Verfity- fufficient to fupply yop. W|th a Plcafure 
not to be exhaufted. If { mjghr prayail in your 
Counfels I would advife.ypu f^vcQrto be weary, 
ojr tir'd with thefe AiStipn^ , (iQce they can never 
breed a Satiety, each of them coniUp<Iy produ- 
cidg a frefh Delight. As (o other Tilings, I would 
iiaVjeyou exerciieyour prefent Pow*r with Pru* 
dence andModeration, by which Means yo^ will 

have 
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jhavc fo vohimary an Obedience from your Sub- 

jefts, that ihev will prefer doing their Duty 

even toLifeicf^tf, all being cquafly inrcreftedin 

the Joy of obeying a King of fo celebrated a 

Fame. You have befidcs r3:ifed your felfia tJafftwt 

from your peculiar Garc and Patronage of the 

Grecians of Reputation, alnd partkufjar^ of Men 

of Art J inviting all to. your Cour£.» who have 

made any Progrefs in Learning from all Parts, 

with fo plentiful and large a ProvSficin <rf.aH Nfr 

cei&ii^^ ^o^ ^^^^^ Subfift4nce and. Cohvehienc^ 

that being thus freed from all Carc'Sad SoUicitudc^ 

thcv.ceed fear no Intetrupcion in cfaeiT: Studies 

ano Labours towards the Perfefiion of chdhr (e-i 

veral Defigns. You throng yourPalace \^ith Matt 

of thefe Qualifications, not with Flaticcrer^^Jefters^ 

^ fuch-like Vcrmiue ^ and that you value che» 

mote, than you do the other, is owing to their 

Doftrine, by which infbrm*dv jTcm have ]eari»'^ 

to think the Benefits dcri**d from;Learni»g, jQi? 

greater Value than the Largefles of Power: Sbf 

fiiou'd they fail, and their Sources be dried vkpi 

yet the Fruits of what is paft are imtnortali 

and carry with thcitr a Pleaiure^ which Moncjl 

cannot impart ; and moreover, the Glory yoi» 

have purchased by thcfe Inclinations will ncfrcr 

decay* Thefe arc Tbidgs will make all Men ^-^ 

mire and pronounce you Happy , artd fo much 

the more in that every. Body conjfefle$'yaur, Htw 

manity ixx fignal to your Acquaimaoce^r that yotf 

derive a great Advantage from it > aodithatch^ 

Title of Kii^ does not 'a->whit abat^ ypuj? Lovctcm 

wards your Frichtfci Farewet ;- : 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

Euripides to CephiTopbon %. iehg an Account 
of his Arrival in Macedon ; together with 
the ConjequeMts thereof i as likewife aV$ndi* 
cation tf ^at Journey. 

I Am arrived in Mactdon^ dear Cefhijofbon^ after 
an eafie and quiGkJfbiirney, My Reception 
from Arobdaui was» as I cxpeded, very Honoura- 
ble, both as rd Prefents, which I had no Occafion 
for, and as to an AfBAttlicy above the Ambition of 
thofe, v^ho court the Smiles of Kings. Here I 
found CUto in ^moA Health ; with whom I fre- 
quently converte, as alfo with the King hinfelf^ 
wbofe Converfation is by no means difagrecobie ; 
nor am I excluded the Debates o( State. 
Both Clito and the King are very importunate 
with me to write fomething in my Way,fo Arcbe^ 
Urns feems to exa£t a Return for thofe Favours be- 
ftow*d on me at my firft Arrival. Though this 
Kequeft be not altogether difagreeable to me, 
yet cannot it be anfwer*d without fome Labour 
and Pains y to itiduce me to undergo which, I am 
every pay entertained with more magnificent 
Banquets, than I deiire. As to the News you 
fend , I own your Kindnefs in informing mc 
what I ought to know; yet would have you to 
believe that I am now no more affefhd with the 
RefIe£Hons of Agatho and Mtfattu^ than,you were 
witnefs,! was with the Picons ofAriftofhams-y and 
ftaU be fo far from thinking any Reply from you, 
in m^ Defence, neceflary, that I fiiall take one for 
an Injury, though they ftill purfue their Affronts. 

But 
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feuc if any Man of Worth, thro* Ignorance of the 
Motives that induced me to it , condethn iny 
Jbi^rbey to Macedon^ you have free Leave, O 
Cefhifofhon^ to impart to him what you know. 
Such a one being thus undeceived, will Ceafc fo 
impute it to a defifc of Mony 3 none will fay ,1 Came 
hither in purluit of Purple, and Scepters , the 
Dominion and Viceroyfliip of the TribMaHs oi 
the like j but invidioufly Confine my Ambition 
to Money. Tet the(e Detraftors fhould anfwcif 
Jhe this Query, Why I ihou*d now in my old 
Age be captivated by a Paffion, which all the 
reft of my Days were free from, efoctially fince 
my Mother died, for whofe fake, if on any Ac- 
count, I Cou*d only have defir*d Wealth j and 
fince ev'n then I refus d thofc very Riches criFcr'd 
me at Atheniy why fhou*d they imagine 1 wou'd 
travel fo far for them now, when my Years dc»* 
ny me the Ufc of them, unlefs they wou*d fup^ 
pofe I could defire to die in a ftrange Country^ 
meerly to leave Archelaus Maftct of the Wealth 
which my impotent Avaricic had at the Expence 
of fo great a Fatigue , heaped together. 'Tis 
plain, I was Proof againft all Temptations that 
Way, by thy abfolure Refufal of the forty Talents 
of Silver, prefs*d on me with no fmall Importu^ 
nit^ by Archtlaus^ who Was Hot at all pleas'd that 
I rejefted fo Royal a Prefent. As for what dtbef 
Gifts I have voachfafed to aCcept both froili Clito^ 
^ndArchelaus^thc Benefit I have froitt them, is only 
(ranfmitting them wkh the Bearer of this Letter 
10 you, to be diftributcd among my Friend?. Af* 
ter which, whoc^n be fo malicious and envidUs 
of my Reputation as to fufpefil this Journey of 
an AVftrkious End. But they may perhaps im^ 
puce it fo Pride, and the Luft of Come exiraordi^ 

Q^ ttary 
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nary l^owcr. Yet the Intcrcft I had with Arck- 
lausy and the Influence I had 6*er him when at 
Home, was as ihuch as I could promife my felf 
from this journey to his Court ; But Clito had 
tiot that Afccndant ovet me, as to prevail on me 
to quit thatCoutfe of Life, I had always chofe, 
or that I fliou^d end my. Days in a Plac.^ which 
I by no Means lik*d, nor give my Enemies any 
juft Ground for their Refledtions. If I had been 
COTctous of any greater Pdwer than I poffefsj I 
ihott'd have made u(^ of it for the Service of my 
Friends and Country. If this Imputation had 
been juft,I fliou*d rather, out of Oftentation, have 
defir a Power in the Eye of my Friends^ and the 
Sight of my Enemies. But to prove I ani not 
guilty of that Mutability of Temper , either as 
to my Study, my Friends, or my Enemies, they 
ibou^d refled: that I have always had the fame in 
all thefe Particulars, except in Sophocles alone. But 
Jn regard of him , perhaps tUey have not ever 
found me the fame. Him I never hated, but^ on 
the contrary, always admired, tho* I muft confefs 
i have not ever lovM him in the fame degree, 
neglefling him ^hetehe affefted Contention, and 
tieceivine him earneftly into my Bofom, when he 
laid it auide. But iince we came to a true Un- 
derftanding, we have ever maintained a mutual 
Love, and I hope eVer fhall. But, O my Cepbifi^ 
fbon^ I know well what Sort of Gentlemen thefe 
are, that fpread thefe Reports about me among 
the People. However, as all their malicious En« 
ckavours againft me , have only ferV'd to make 
themfclves hated and laugh'^d at , fo aifure Vour 
felf, they will be the only Petfons that (hall luiFer 
hy their Calumnies. I own your Friendfhip in 
Ipving mt an Account of thefe Things , which 

yon 
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j^du fuppofe related to me; bur as I have before 
ioldyoii, 1 (hail think it an Injury if you take 
Pains to juftifie me any farther to Men, who are 
hoc worthy the Satisfadlioin of a true Information, 
Jarewel. 



LETTER LXXXtir. 

fcujtipidcs to Cephifophori : tn Anfvoer to an 
yrfrcwifi^ ^/Cephifophotfj of the Be^^s oj 
Agathdtf^^Mefdtus, oHd their Contempt 
iff his fldys. 

TH E greatcft Pleafurc I have received both 
from this Journey into MactJUn^ and the 
Favolur I ha\^e found with the King, is the Ncw^ 
vou fend Ae of the Acceptance of my Pr<:{enfs 
by TXXf Friends. Believe the , O Ccfbifophon^ a 
Mart of Senfe and a Poet tan have no greater Sa- 
tisfaction, than being feiviceable to his Friend^i 
and Country. The Pleafure He finds in the Ap- 
plaufes of the Stage, is notwithftanding aJI the 
Regulations and Laws of Jthens^ the Judgment 
of the Elected, ^nd fworn Cenfors, coo faUe and 
precarious, not to be dafh*d with the Cotafidera- 
f ion that Poetafters too frequently meet with the 
like. This is to be irt>puted in fome mea&te ^ to 
theOvcrfecrs of the Stage, whofe Avarice often 
prefers a cheap Piece of fonie Fifth-rate ScriWcr, 
to the Performances of the greateft Poets. This 
we have experienced in the Divine tJopi^Jw, fori 
fhalt not be fo vain as to utge my Ictf, cho* the 
Approbation of Good and Learned Men, txay, of 
SoitaUi alone, be fui&cient to perfaade aie, that I 

t have 
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have no Caufe to envy the Succcfs of Mefatus^ 
who thinks a few rumbling Words, and fomc 
fcacter'd Pieces of Epigramatick Wit , are the 
higheft Excellency or the Drama. I have feen a 
Copy of that Piece you mention , and find the 
Fool aims at the Stile of ty£fchylusj without his 
Genius to fupport it. He knows not that the 
Juftnef^ of the Dramatick Language appeared not 
on the Stage, till ISopbacks intfoducM it, and ha- 
ving a Natural Averfion to all Contemporaries, 
cafily prefers one he did not know, to one he did j 
and fot all he knows to the dontrary, had Sofho- 
cfirjr wrote 1/vhen t^fclylus did , and t^fcbylus in 
our Age, the firft had carried the Crown, and 
the latter been exploded, not bccaufe the latter 
i$fQ& really inferior to the former, but becaufe 
\k I!v*d after him j for he has that humble Opi- 
nion of himfelf , in fpighr of his Vanity, that 
he imagines nothing Excellent can be his Con- 
temporary. Should his Writings live beyond 
his Life, ( which is a fort of Impiety to think j 
Pofterity might in Reafon believe foj but for 
the C'Jmfort of Athens^ the Infamy of producing 
his Plays, will be loft, and the Glory of thole 
of Scpbocks be perpetual. You urge the Con- 
tempt he has tor. ray Plays, as Low and Mean, 
as an Argument to examine his Laft. If I were 
capable •f Envy, and fo diffident of my felf to 
think him a dangerous Rival, perhaps I might 
comply with your Defires j but fince I find not 
my lelf infefted with cither of thofe Scnti- 
inents, I muft not throw my Time away upon 
it. I confefs , what you next urge , is a more 
prevailing Argument, the Curiofity of my 
Friend Gljeon^ and your Aflurance, that my 
Letter Aall be Sacred to your Eyes alone. And 

yer 
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ycf, my bcft Cephtfiphon , you tnuft aflure your, 
felf, it is with a great Relu£tance I com{>ly , 
and that I (hall not run thro* all the Faults 
and Abfurditics of it, with which almoft every 
Line abounds. No, no j that were a Task for 
Hercules^ more Naufcous than his Jugean Stable : 
I ftall therefore only toach at fjme of the moft 
vifible. His Heroes Charafter is inconfiftent 
with it fclf. He appears as a General, a Kin^,; 
and a Conquerpr , and yet all his Sentiments 
ftnell of the Pedagogue : He is barbarous to- a^. 
Prince, for Words wrung from him by the Ex- 
tremity of his Fortune , yet extends a fodtiffi 
Mercy to a profligate Rogue, that out of his; 
own abounding Villany, attempts his Life, for- 
getting that to fpare a Villain, is no Part of Hc- 
roiclc Vertue, but rather an Encouragement to 
thofe Vices, Heroes were produced to deftrov. 
He is fometimes extremely Pious to the GooSy 
and Religion, in his declamatory Way j but to 
the Affaffinating Piieft, he talks impioufly enough 
of the Gods he pretends to adore, and the Reli- 
gion he avows the Profeffion of. Next the 
Heroe has fo little to do in his Play, thai it will 
be no Injury to the Poem, if you take hiffl 
entirely oat : for indeed he underftandis no- 
thing of Defign, atid is an utter Stranger tp. 
the whole Art of the Dra7na. When I lecfc 
for Nature, the great Original that a true Poet 
ought to purfue , you find her not in one 
Line of his j the Whole indeed being like a 
fiek Man's Dream, Extravagant and Unaccoun- 
table. His Words feem jumbled together, like 
the Atomic Syftems of fome of our Philofophers, 
though indeed the Dance here has not produ- 
ced luch a Piece of Harmony as the Unlverfe, 

Ct3 but 
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but carries ftill the Stamp of their Primitive 
COofiifion. ' The fccond Pc^fon of any Confi- 
(ddration , if there be any Second, (for the 
three ^ap4 on a very equal Bottom of Mcr 
rit) is perfefllv Mz^, and ought to have fuf- 
fcr-d that Confinement at thex)pemng, which 
he was condemned to at the Clo{e of the Play. 
The third is a Perfon not more in his Wits, tho* 
hi Frenzy be indeed not altogether fo poifie, a 
Charafter Tm confident Greece never faw be-r 
fott » fond of a Woman, after flie bad betray'4 
her Vows to him in the Embraces of another : 
That fte is forc'd to marry him, is no Expife, 
for fte ought to die, rather than break her 
Vows, if fte pretend to be an pxample wor- 
thy Imitation. Sure the Audience wa^ very 
merry at this Tragedy, as I have feen them at 
anotner of his, when from the Stage, he made 
this Reflexion, Sure thofe People that come ta 
Jaugb at a Tragedy , are merrily diffofed , never 

leflediing, that his ridiculous Language and Po- 
ptry, gave the Occafion, for I^aughtcf proceeds 
from nothing that is truly iSerious. Let hiin 
therefore, and his new Friend Agatha contemn 
iny Writings for the poornefs of their Stile, I 
am proud the Chara£lers I introduce rife not 
ftbove Nature, thaj I burft'not the Stage with 
Grief, nor fwell the Language of Anger, beyond 
ihc Bounds of Probability. They are the firft 
Coxcombs, I dare fwear, chat eyer cond^mn'd ^ 
Painter for fojlpwing the Life , f nd that 
thought what w^ Monftrousi more Beautiful 
than Nature. j£atbo has a Privilege of Rai- 
iingi he has cprre^ed himfelf from Wriring by 
the Rebukes he has met with, or by the Decay 
of (Vfp,that im^\Gmm\i^ formerly boafiedTbe 

to 
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City has Reafon to bkfs the Gods , that as fai^ 
Rtign in Wit was violent, fo it was (hort, and he 
cou*d not have chofen a more juft and bectqr 
qualified Succeffor than Mtfatus. 'Yet I confcg 
jigatho has much the Advantage of Mm, if rhcie 
be any Degrees in Dulncfs, or of Pocfcafters ; for. 
in his Tragedy, there is fbme Delign , tho* pre- 
poderous and unjuft : He aims at iomdkAn^ 
ftuinbles upon fome Turns he thinks furprizing, 
and diredts all his Incidents and Characters to 
pne End, and tho* his Cataftroph^ he Failty, yet 
has it a Face of Right , whereas this oi Mefatus' 
is nothing at ail. * Tis a Play without a PioTj (dioT 
fbat be E&ntial to a Play ) Chara^rs witijiout 
Nature, and inconfiftent with then;i{elves ^ Dia- 
logues without Defign or ConneSion , Verfqs 
withour Numbers, Language without Grammar» 
and Words )vitbout Meaning. By this you fee* 
fhe Power of your Friend (hip ovcrme, who am 
naturally fatisfiedi with my own Rq>utation, with- 
out either envying that of another, or enquiring 
fo folemfily into the Merit of ir. I am content 
to contemn a Scoundrel Author my felf, withour 
declaiming againft his Succeis. In the Numbers 
of bramatick Writers in Athins^ 'tis no wondec 
the Worthlefsfometimes get a Vogue : I am con- 
tent to find the Publick Judgment not always in 
the Wrong, when we lee ^fcbylus ^d Sopbocks 
admir-d, by tlie People, as well as Agatbo and 
Mefatus. The fingere Merit of an Author is fixr 
amoi^g the Vutear by time , tho* known at firft 
by Men of Senfc: And this I hope will bener vin- 
dicate me» and f^t a better di(lin£tion betwixt 
zne and Mtfatus^ than all I can fay. Prefent Ar« 
tifices pf defig^ning Poetafters may a while do a 
Poet foimc Prejudice, but merit like Truth, will 

Q.4 . in 
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in time prevail. The Vanity of Succefs often 
makes a Coxcomb fo intolerable to his blin4 
t'autors, that they grow weary of their Zeal fo? 
liis Promotion, and leave him to (ink with his 
pwn proper Weight,which the Popularity of their 
Breath till then fupported, and afterwards the 
beft qf his Fate is Oblivion. Fa^ew^l 






LETTER LXXXIV. 

Pififtritus AlriMg of Athens, to Solon the Law-r 

fiver j requiring him fo return Home, after 
f hadvutluntarily hanijh*dhimfelf 

"^^LTBITJEiER do I labour under the Charafter 
I >| of the oply Gr^eit Tyrant, ^O Solon) nor am 
Twithout a Title to the Kipgcjom I pofl'efs. ^ My 
Right I derive from Coiru^^ of whom I am lineal- 
iy defcended, What the Mhtnians formeily f^yorc 
f give him and his Heirs, and afterwards u^juft- 
Iy took from him, I have recovered, No o^her- 
Wife, romy Knowledge, have I oflFended either 
the Gods or Man, Jhofe Laws yqu have con- 
jriv'd for your Countrymen, I have made them 
fwear to obfervc, which, 'tis certain, they may 
ijetter be able to perform under my Adminiftra- 
tion, than tl^at of a Democracy^ \ altow none to 
do Wrong, neither do I pretend to any other 
Privileges, which are falfly termed Tyrannical^ thap 
what confifi with my Honour and Dignity, and 
which my Predeceflbis have enjoyed befpre me. 
Every Afhenian^ 'tis true, pays the Tenth of hi(6 
Yearly Produce, yet that not to me, but towards 
the Maintenance of Publick ExpcnCcs, as well in 
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War, as Peace. You I blame not for prying into 
tnyDeiignsj rmfarisfied, you did it more out of 
Love to your Country, than Hatred to me. Had 
you but known my Intentions, and what Govern^ 
ment I was about to eftablifh , Tm confident you 
would neither have voluntarily banifli'd your fcif, 
nor difapprovM my Proceedings. Return then 
(O Solon) and be sdOTur'd, thou (halt never have 
any juft Occafion to apprehend Injury from P/jf- 
firatus. He that never gave his Enemies Caufe to 
miftruft him, will much lefs do fo ta a Friend^ lis 
I hope you are. If you*l| cometQ me, and experi- 
ence thefe Truths, you fliall be fureof the firft 
Rank in my Friendfliip, for I never yet obferv'd 
any thing in you that in the leaft iavour'd of Guile 
or Deceit. But if, on the contrary, yon aredi{p(>- 
fed to live in any other Part of our DominioSi^ 
than m Athens^ u(e your Freedom } for I wouM 
not for all the World you fhould deprive your 
felf of your Country for my fake, Parewel. 



LETTER LXXXV, 

Solon" ^ Anfwer. 

% 

I Believe I have no ReaforHl apprehend any In- 
jury froni thee, Vififiratus^ for before thou wcrt 
a Tyrant, which Title I can't fpare thee tho*thQU 
wouldft have me, I were thy Friend j However, I 
think thee the very beft of Tyrants, and am np 
more thy EnemVi than any other Athentan may be 
who has no relifh for Tyranny. Whether a Dnm^ 
traej^ or thy Adminiftrari^n^ be the better, I leave 
to both Parties todetqpmme : But as for coming 
eit||ief so Afhtnis or any othfr Part of diy Pomi- 

nionsi 
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nions, I abfoIiKeJy rcfufcit, kafti incur Cenfure> 
for haviDjg&ft fettled an Equalicyin the Jtheniaj* 
Siepublidc, an4 afterwards contradicted it by ap- 
proving thy A|£lions. Farewel. 
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LETTER LXXXVI, 

Solon U Periandcr, King ff'Corinch^ aJvifing 

him mil- 

YO U wri|c mc, That there i^re many conti- 
nually plotting againft you , whom yoii 
have never offended : If yoa (hoald put them all 
loDe^tb, there will ftill new ones arife, either 
0UC oJF Hatred CO you, or to ingrariate themfelves 
with thcGity^ I would advife you therefore , if 
yoa bay^e a mnd to be free from Jealoufie, to 
cake away «he Caufe of it : But if you rather 
4:liiife fp cpi^tirwic in your Tyranny, provide 
your (elf wi(h more Foreign Strength ^ fo fhall 
you have no need to put any Body to Death, or 
to fear any Man. Farewei. 



■ ^ ■ I ■ ■ < * ■ ■ " I ■ ' < 



LETTER LXXXVII. 

Thcafibulvis, Tyra^ ofmXtaaa, to the Sam ; 

loith Wntrary Advice, 

I Gave your Mcffcnger no Anfwer, but taking 
him into a Field X)f Corn, lopp*d off with 
my Cane, all the Ears whicU Aood higher than 
«he reft : So muft you do Jjkevifc, ifyou have a 
irind to be fettled on your Throne, • Take off the 
Heads of the chiefe^XSfizen^ whether your pro- 
<bflcd Etietnics, or noc, A f yraflt muft futoed^ 
treryBody^FareWeL ^ ' LET. 
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L E T T ER LXXXVIJI, 

the fhilofopher Pythagoras, /* Hiero fCft^ tf 
Sicily : tn Anfwer to an Invitatitn tfbiSy tt 
come and live with him. 

MY Life (OWero) is hcrcfecure and quicf, 
wbilft that of yours will by no Means 
e. A Moderate an4 Self-denying Perfon> 
ilands in no need of a Sicilian T«ble. "Pythflgcras^ 
wherever he comes, has all Things fu&ient for 
him } but (o depend on any Man, is whathenerer 
yet could ^oop to. Sdf*(yfficiency is a j^eat andi 
lafc Thing, whence it comes to be a Ditine Attri« 
bute. The Pleafures of this World enfl^veMens 
Minds, whilft Indigence leads to Virtue ind Free* 
dom. Ettdeavouir not then to gee Vytbsgwas to 
pome and live with tbee« for wife Phyftdans never 
fall Hck to bear (iieir Patients Company. Farewel. 



rmmtim^ 



J. E T T E R XXXXIX. 
Splpn tohis FriendjbeFittUJofher EpimetiideSi 

MY Laws will fignige Jinle, iince {bpfe tUr 
had the Charge of the Jtheman Qomnoon' 
wealth fo eafiy gave Way no Tififirift^t6 Ufurpa<! 
tion. Wh« I roretotdwbat would happ^i they 
laugb'd at me. ftadchoie nther to he9rIt<SQt CQ his 
Flatcerif Ji, djao my Tm^ ikying xj^txtSo^ my 
Arms dowo before (be JrMfHM^t 1 9&m*A I wac 
wiCer than they tb« did wk^fjffhtftm aim'd a( 

Tyranoyv v4 loi^ tbao iMc ^ba( duii mx 
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refift him. For this, I got the Character of a 
Madman. Thus being the only Pcrfon that op- 
pofcd this Tyrant , I fled my Country, and left 
the Afbenlans to his Mercy. They paid him all 
manner of Deference, as having wholly gain*d 
their Heartsj for you muft know,Friend Efimenides, 
the Man came very cunningly by the Kingdom : 
Tlie Manner this j He at firft comply*d with the 
Hiamcracy^^ then wounding himfelf, pretended 
he had been aflaffinated bv his Enemies, and there- 
fbre required a Guard or 490 young Men for his 
Security. This/ was granted, and thefe foon 
placed him on the Throne. I have fince laboured 
9II I could to keep the People from Slavery, but 
(hey h^ carried the Matter too far, fo that now 
fhey all groan under the Oppreflion of one Vip^ 
firatus. Tarcwel. 



LETTER XC. 

Epimenides*^ Anfwer. 

BE of CJomfort, ( Friend Solon) for tho' Tifi- 
firatus has lorded it over the Athenians for 
fome titne,, yet do they now begin to be fendbie 
of thy whollom Inftru£lions, and will not much 
longer brook his Tyi^anny, They have hitherto, 
as void of Diicipline, fubniitted to Servitude, but 
at length they will certainly cafi off his Yoke as a 
Free People. It is not ptbbable, that fach as have 
altogether been bred apulider^Kdlent Laws, as 
yours nnqucftionably are, fboiild truckle long to a 
DefpMck PoWer. Wonder not therefore (O 5^* 
Ion) any.fanhcr, butCMie tome to Crete^ where 
you mly live- eafie Ufldtf a i&ikl Government : 

But 
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But take (fare however, you meet with none of 
the Tyrant's Faction on the Road, left they do 
you fomc Mifchief. Farewel. 



LETTER XCI. 

The Great Thilcfcpher Ariftotle, to King Philip 
i/Maccdon iadvifinghim to favour GtcccQ^ 
and cultivate his Philofophy. 

THOSE who enter upon Publick Commands^ 
purely to do Good, and without the AfS« 
ilance either of Fortune or Nature, rely not upon 
themfelves, but Venue, which notwithftanding 
all Things daily change, never does. Nature, like 
aTragedy,inter weaves our Lives with Misfortunes^ 
andMen,Iike Flowers, have all their fixt Periods of 
flourifliing. Behave your fclf therefore (O Ptince) 
neither tyrannically nor negligently towards 
Greece^ for as the one argues Petulancy, fp does 
the other Temerity. Wife Princes are more to be 
admir*d for their Governance, than Governmcnr» 
infomuch that tho' all Things fhould alter, yet wUl 
they ftill have the fame Praife. What farther I 
have to fay to you, at thisjunfture, is ofiIy'*thTs, 
that as you preferve the Health of your Body by 
Exercife, fo (hould you do that of yOttr ^find by 
Philofophy. Farewel. 
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LETTER XCIL 

the fame ti> Alexander the Great, prefcriUfig 

bim Meam to preferve his Fame, and to 

tranfmit it t§ Eternity^ 
» 
IQEING CO write to fo great a Mail ad you, I am 
ffjf in doubt bow to begin y for on \^hat Part 
or yont Life (bevar I look, all feetns great and 
wondcrfuI,yet good Precepts and found Inftrudli- 
onsbaveeVcr been relifh*d from a Mafter : I advife 
fba thcitforc, to ufe your Power not in oppref* 
fin^, btit obliging every Bbdy« fo (hail you never 
want tme Friends, nor faithful Subjeds. Nature, 
tlflndi muft yield at laft, and give way to Pate^ b^ 
ihefe Means obtains an Eternal Remembrance. 
Coiifider this well, for you are not wont to defpife 
tsyiB^attMiOM. Vour Defcefit is Royal^ your 
finingdott Hereditary , your Learning Great and 
fomGloty Admir^le. Endeavour then to fur* 
fi^ gA Men in Venue, as you exceed them in the 
Fiivours of Fortune^ In a Word, do nothing but 
^»^t is profitable, and finifli whatever you Kgin. 



^LETTER XCin. 

The Senate <?/ Abdera^ to the Great Phyficiaf^ 
Hippocrates, entreating him to come and 
(ure their Philofopher Demoaitus ojMadnefs. 

OU R City, Hifpocrates^ being like to become 
defolate by the Indifpofition of one who has 
(ongprov'^d an Ornament to it, we cannot but have 

rccourfe 
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itcourfe to th^e and thy Art for Relief. Our 
great Philofopher Vemocritm is faHen fick, and hh 
Msilady is fuch, that if not fpeedily remedied, we 
fear his continual Study, and great Learning maj^ 
at laft turn his Brain. He fits up and I'aves bocft 
Niglic and Day, and laughs at <II Things of alt 
Kinds, tho* the Objcfits be nevtt fo MeTanchol]^ 
or Serious : Moreover, he dives into the Infetnal 
Regions, and writes concerning them. Alfo ^f^ 
firms, the Air to be full of Images, that the Birdu 
have a Language which he unoerftands, and that 
he often travels into the Infinity of Things, whete 
he meets with many fuch as himfelf« tlius hel 
not only deftroys his Body but impair^ his Mind* 
Wherefore having juft Caute to apprehend fbmii 
bad Coniequences , vk entreat thee, Hippoerates^ 
nay, we conjuire thee, to come and ptdctvc us 
and him, by thy Advice. Defpife u« not, fot 
we are not inconfidefable i and thotigh we knor^if 
you prefer Learning before Wealth, yet if yOvl 
lucceed, which we do not doubt/but. you wiifj 
you mlift give us Leave to expreis our Gratitude 
proportionably to what you (hall deferve- If om? 
City were all Gold, we would give it, rathtt 
than lo(e Ditmerltus, While he isfick, our Laws, 
nay, our whole State, are langui/hing ; and if he 
fhould die, which the Godg avert, we fhould all 
expire with his Breath. Come then , thou beil 
of Men, comecure the ftioft e^Cdlenr of Philofo- 
phers : Come and be not only our PhyficiaOi 
but Founder, Law-giver, Preferver j for by Ire* 
ftoring him to Health, thou wilt be all thcfe to 
US: Nay, thou wilt hereby recover out drooping 
State, and prevent its. 0iflbluti6n; Yet* is if not 
our City alone, but ail Ofefcr , that entWa* thb 
Favout of thee. Imagine Learning It fclf to be 

our 
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our IncercefTor , and Wifdom our AmbafTadof^ 
in behalf of their Darling Democritus. Thou arc 
nearly allied to o£jcutafius^ both by Blood and 
Profeffion. He defcended from a Brother of 
HercuUs^ from whom cathe our Founder Abderus, 
Therefore if no other Argument can move thee, 
let Affinity prevail with thee to come and aflift 
Qs in tWs Extremity. If you do not come , our 
whole Nation will run mad, to fympachize with 
him, they have always fo dearly lov'd. Strange ! 
diat the Excels of Good /hould become a Difeafe. 
Democritusj who is in pofleffion of the Perfection 
of Wifdom, runs mad, whilft the Populace of 
Ahdifa continue to enjoy their Sences, and even 
thofc who have ever been cfteem*d uncapable of 
Thinking, are now able to difcern Errors in the 
wiieft ofMen. Come therefore, great Hlffocra-^ 
w^ reftore him to his IntelleS:, who has been a 
common Preceptor to us all. firing along with 
thee all thy Recife s and Drugs. As for Botanic 
Remedies, we have enough, and fure our Soil 
never produced Herbs fo leatonably as iiOw , for 
the Recovery of our dear Democritus. Farevvcl 
from Abdera. \ 



LETTER XCIV. 

HippocratesV Anfiven 

TH O your Meffenger, Amehfagorus^ dcli^ 
ver'd me your Letter at C<?w, on a Day of 
great Solemnity amongft us, yet perceiving; by 
the Diforder in his Looks, chat his Bufinefs re-^ 
quir'd hafte, I refolvM immediately to dlfpatch 
him« I find your City no lels concerned for the 

tndi(^ 



the ANTIENTS. \^i 

Indifpofition of one Man, than if there had been 
but one Min among ye. However, you arc 
truly happy in that you cftcem Wifdom of grca* 
icr Defence to you, than Walls and BulwarJcn 
As Art proceeds from the Gods, and Man is the 
Work of Nature j fo, you Men of Ahdera^ \ took 
upon my felf to be more fummon'd by both thefc 
than by you. Both the Gods and Nature require 
me to preferve Dem$critus , and finCe they ha*c 
neither of theiri promised me any Reward , you 
do ill to offer one. A free Art ought to be al- 
ways free, when fhey who take a RecompehcJc 
for what they have done , do but eriflave a Li- 
beral Science. Such as thefe will refufe when de-- 
jGr*d, and come when they are not lent for. Hti- 
man Life is indeed mifergble, ih thjit it is conti- 
nually invaded by an initiate E)cfirie of Wealth; 
this is the Madnefs which Phyficians ought ifaoft 
to employ their Art upon. This is the jFrenzy 
which moft molefts our Oiji^^ ^^!^ which caJi 
only be cur'd by Vertue. For my ^art, if Rich^ 
had been my Aim, I had long iince gone to the 
Court ofFerfia to PraSife ; but I tefus*d to coiti- 
ply with the repeated InVitatidhs of that Prinde, 
Dpth out pf iSL Contempt of his Wealth, and thft 
Confideration of his being a Barbai'ian, and art 
Enemy to Greece, It would haVe been BigHIjr 
blameable in me to have fought to do hidi Gdod» 
who endeavoured all he Could the Rtiine and De- 
ftru£tion of my Country. I look upon it equals* 
lyiU to oblige an Enemy, apd take Money of it 
Friend. If Democritus be really drftemper'd I will 
Come and do my beft to cure him, if nor, my ^n^ 
finefs will be only to reproach your Credulity/ 
Farewel from Co^x. 

R LETTEB. 



i4i tSTTfeltS ^ 

LETTER XCV. 

{^'ppomces t9 bis Frkttd Damiigetui, ciiv^ 
urnit^ tbe Conditi;^ he fMoiu/ Democticus 
in I Being afeHeri iSatyr upin Maui 

J Found my Padent juft as I expeOed. He is 
normadj bitt rather they that thought him 
He is exceeding Wife , and has taught me 
tni3om. As foon as I came to Abiera^ the Peo^ 
pl( flodc^d about ttie in great Numbers to^wel- 
<:omme, and wiipnl tefurd to goto any Houie^ 
tSU I had feen bemocfrltus^ they ran berore me^ 
OriBng out upon Jntiter to afllift xtie< I com* 
lorted them by tellmg them, that it being the 
Beafbn df the £r^;^ Winds , his I^eafe could 
not laft tongi .They conducted me behind a 
Tower upon a HID^ whence I could plain! j^ fee 
ihe Habitation of this Phitofopher, about the 
txuddle of the Defcenn 'He was then without 
Doors fitting upon a Stone, uncjer a low f^lan- 
tane^Tree^ with a &)ok upon his Knee/ and fe^^ 
Vera! Gchers, with differed Bodiesi lying abou£ 
lum. His Habit was a iqualid cpurfe Rugg^ He 
appearM wan and leaned had a long Beard. I ob^ 
ferved he fometimes wrothaftily^then paufedand 
ionfider*d, after which he went and porM on 
die dtfleOed Animals, and in a tittk time returned 
to his Seat; The Abderites told me, with Tears 
in their Eyes, ihit I might well perceitre what 
Condition he was in by his Anions. I t^d them 
w patient, and I would go down and feel his 
Pulfe. When I approached, he was pondring 
upon fomc weighty Matter, which made me ta 
waa tai he bad done. It was not long before he 

few 
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kw me , when he laluted me in chefe Wordl» 
JSbJ/ Stranger I I anfwer^d. Hail alfi Democritu^ 
tim ii^ifefi of Men ! Upon this, he made an Apo- 
logy for calling me Stranger, and Aid he ihouM 
not ha^e done fo, had he but known my Name^ 
which he thetefore ask'd me. I told him I wai 
tiiffocratti the Phyfician. thenjfousre ("reply^d 



^fcalapians 

^bat brnigh fc 



^ ^ ^ Mkm. TlisSea 
(pnxreeded he) you msy dfirvig is viry fUafimt 
Mjfecure ; Ti^berein it is freforsUi fo Tbronesy w&ieB 
mreaUfiAjoBioEnvy. As (pon as I wai fate, he 
ask'd naie ^ if 'twas Ptibiick or Privare Bufinefi 
that dccafion*d my Coming. I told him 'twas 
purely to fie hiili« Tbm (reply M he) htmy timft 
ht jmr Bmt. I anfwer^d, I had already been 
fntertain*d b)^ one Vbtkfimm^ whom I a<k*d him 
if he knew. Wkat tbt Sm vf D^mon (n^fA 

he) / kmfi» bim vefj well^ he lives bard fy tba 
Hennaom F«mr#/ff. Tbe fame (anTwerM I) b(e 
has heeH my old Aeijuaiktance. Bta Iftayi Demo- 
crittts ( (aid I fiurtber to try him ) %fbat is that 
fom ate ff^tting ? To which, after fome Panfe^ 
he reply'di A Tredtife rfMadhefs^ lifieb its Qakfei 
and Ca&es^ for tbe better Difcovery ofwbicb^ Ibava 
diffi&ed au tbofe Atrimsli r^ fee there , and that 
itet oat of Hatred to tbe Werks of tbe Qodsi bstt ta 
difcever tbe Seat ef Cboter^ wfieb mofl commonly 
occaJSons this Malady. Trtdy ( quab I ) Demo- 
Critusi yon enjoy that figiet B yonr Ujfe^ lofbkh I 
tannoe arrive at. And why not ? (anlwer^d he ) 
Bftci^ft (laid I ) manyTbwgs mterrltft thai Tlesh' 
jitre Ifboidd otberwife hmn. Hcreupdnhe fUl into 
a great Fi£ (If Lauj^ter j and upon my asking the 
tlaCbnt laughed mott thad before) which the if ^ 

R X derkee 
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jUrites obferving aloof oiF, they beat their Medd^ 
and tore their Hair for Grief I prefs'(^ him ear- 
fieftly to krtow what I had fa}d, that was fo very 
ridiculous. He anfwer*d me onl v, that if / could 
make it otherwife, I fhould effefl- a greater Won- 
dW than ef er I did ytu What ( faid I ) is it not 

shfurd td IsHgh at fad and ferioUs Matters? True 
ffaid he) but I find you do not rightly apprehend 
the Otcajton of my Laughttr^ which when you come 
to do^ i doubt not but you will think your felf cbli^ 
ged to teach me Vbyfick in requital of the Knowledge 
Ijhall teach you. Tou think (continued he» looking 
'ftcdfaftly upon me) that I laugh at both Good and 
• III \ but I fhufi acquaint yoit^ ^tit Man only is the 
ObjeSllf my Mirth. Foolijh Mdn that flays the 
^Cbild in all his ABioks^ undergoes great Toil and 
^Hax^dform Benefit , travels to the end of the fVorld^ 
■mtd fiarchesthe utmofi depth ofity for what^ when 
tktam^d does but add to his Difjuiet. He digs^ into 
mnd rends his Mother s Bowels^ by the Hands of 
Slaves^ whereof* fome live there , as in their Na- 
'five Soil; and others are buried there. They are 
continually employed in (ifiing one Sand front an- 
'etberj to extraB the trifling Treafure. Is it not Man 
alfotbat marry s^ and j con after procures a Divorce ? 
that gets Children^ and difinberits them when he has 
done ? That purcbafes Land to fell again^ and that 
warn upon bis Neighbour^ to ruine himfelf? To what 
iftdlifs changes and Chances is he fubjeii ? When he 
is Toori he aefires kiches , and when he has theWy 
eiiher hoards them Up^ or la'Oifiies them away. He 
violates the Laws of Vlature and Friendjhip by Con- 
tention. Both Parents and Friends are at continual 
Variance with each other^ about Nothings What is 
really valuable^ is defp/fed, wbilft that which is of 
no Worth is befimaluea* Man always e (teems mofi 

what 
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what is bardcfi to come nt. When he is at Sea^ hi 
lonpfor the Vleafures of the Land^ and when at Lani^. 
for thofe of the Sea. In War he commends Valor\ and jet 
is at the fame time a Slave to Sloth and Lmxutj; 
Horw could yen therefore^ Hippocrates, reprove mif 
forJamhing at tbefe Enormities ? Aien generally 
laugh nt anothers Follies^ and not at their own. They 
that think themfelves fober^ laugh at thofe thdtfeem 
to be drunk. All this ( reply *d I) /ir true^ but it 
muft be imputed to the innate Mutability of Mans 
Adindj and is rather to be pitied^ than ridicuVdi Fori 
O Democritus, (continu'd I) what Man is there 
that when he marries^ thinks of a Divorce ^ or when 
he begets Children^ intends to difinherit them ? None- 
can Jorefee what Jhall happen totben^y atiid every $ne 
flatters himfelfwith Hopes ofSuccefs. Touyit mif^ 
tmderffsndme f reply *d Democritus f) I blame net. 
their Weaknefs^ but their Will, They have it in their 
Tower to do better. If they would but confider tlif 
cofttmon Mutability of Things^ that alone were enough 
to make them wife. Tbojethat had the J^ of their 
Reafin would never look upon the Matters eftbif 
World as fixed and fettled. But if on the contrary^ 
a Man would rightly weigh what he attemPtSy ani 
endeavour to underhand l>lmftlf and his Aoility^ bt . 
wduldnot let his Defines be fo exorbitant ^ but folloU/ 
Nature^ out of whofe Store he might be pjentifulfy 
nourifh*d andfupply*d. As a fat Body isjsfore liable 
to Difeafes^ thanalean^ fo is an high Eft ate ever' ire 
mofi danger of falling. Great Minds are b§fi known 
in Extremities, fits i/, Hippocrat;es ; the true Rea^^ 
fon of my Laughter.' Mans Behaviour^ as to Ver^ 
tue^ (proceeded he) is yet wo^ft th^n all has been 
faid. He affeSls Lying, follows Vleafure^^and dif obeys 
the Laws. My Laughing condemns bis Inconfiderate-^ 
pejsi whereas be 4tkne^ of all Creatures^ is qualified 

R3 t. 
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tof^n Ftfhnriiies. His Mtttabilitf isfitch^ that h 
fitfi tatcs a 7lin£j and then affljs Umftlfto ityfnis 
f4uik with Navigatmi^ and then fats to Sea i /feats 
ajtamfi Hmhan^i and then falls a flomgbing^ gen 
Juwrc^d from one W^ffe^ and then marries another ^ 
difinberits his Children^ and afterwards hegets moriy 
Co that be never remains fonfiant in any one Conditim 
whaffoever. Princes commend a frigate Life^ fri^ 
va$e Ferjons a TnHicL Statefmen are fir being 
Tradefmoh as the more imtecent Calling j and^ on the 
gmtraryy Tradejmen Statefiesen^ out of Envy to their 
fcfwer and Grandeur. Some dre govern d by Incontp" 
funce^ others by Avarice. Ambition carries a third 
firt into the AsTj mdthen lets tbew^fall down bead-' 
long to their DefiruSiott. Some do Geodj and after 
frefctst efit^ and having violated the Laws of FrienJi, 
foh tttr9 at fkeir c§nmendable A8i§ns into Enmity. 
Wbmin do tbejfe differ fi^om Beafis or rathpr in wbaf 
BfnjtaUties do tb^y not exceed them ? ffTutt Ljon wit, 
limy Geldy or what Wolf or Tygroy contend for mpre 
Sufienance than he has cccafien for ? Beth Nights and 
Days^ however 9 are fcarceji^icntfor Man to riot ins 
AuBnttes have their Seafins of Coition , buf Mans 
fAifilafis the tear roitnd. How ^ould li Hippocrates, 
pirbear to laigrh af hitf that laments tbp Lofs tf his 
Qoods^ ^^iivef eocpofes them Ho at the Hazards ef the 
Ocean? Wby fisoutd he blame the Sea that (wallows 
the Vejfel bf badfurchargd with Menhandishe ? 1 
\ftifA confefsfuqh forts rfPeofle^ esftith themfehes^ 
ijafime meafure^ to our Kty^y yet they deferve mfi thi 
Help vf VJ^fictj fince the Founder of it &ka^ 
|apias Wit^fir^^ dead with Thufidar for his^hsd^ 
nefs to one A^" I might well bethought, mad for 
looking after the Seat ef'Aiadttefs in Animalsy when, 
itisbejk to befou0d in Aian^ who ix Is^trmity frotm 

^is very Cradle. IVbenfirfi bom be sowbelly hetflefi, 
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f§$ he gNWs up loofe 0nd ungovemsUe^ Tifhi^ ai 
Mans mi0te% mcious and inttmurate y and whfi 
going to bis Grave J altogether miferaHe. S$m€ Mm 
are eontinnally employ a in Strife^ others in Wbfgt^ 
domsi Rafes^ DrUnkeimefs and Gluttony ; fome Hs A* 
^aricey and others in Trodigahty ; fo that if the 
Walls of our Heighhours Houfes were hut tranffarmtk 
v^e Jhould difcover fime Ufforrelling^fome Dehauchiijg^ 
fome SwiUingy others Gormandizing i fome Vomi^ng^ 
fome raking uf fPialth , and $tbers fcaftering it ^ 
hroad. Mojl defpife wh^t they mjay^ and cowi 
what is out of their Reaek Somo fet their JkBnds m 
Ebrfes^ fome on Wetpsen^ others on Deggs j fome eee 
StonOf or Ifbod ; others affe3 Command^ hm vert f em 
Ohedience. Tie Delight of fome ism the fieU^ of 
others in the Forumt and of feme at the Theatre^ te^ 
fee their, own Fralkia roprefemed and exposed. Mm 
4tre n$turaBy fo inconfimst^ thaf I ejuefiim whether 
your Art can equa^ jieafe att^ for *tis, certain the f eh 
arenofoomUt cutd^ than they a^ibe the Caufe ^ 9 
piher to th^ Gods or Chancy Nay^ fome are of thfi 
e^oward DifpofitioUj that thof will be angry at their 
fiaving Oceafim for your Help. This (a|(C dianginj|t 
his Smiles into a Divine Look, his long DifcourlS 
ended. ' I (old him I would carry aU his cxcellqjt 
Inftrui^ns to Coof^ where^ no doubt J ihould^ 
applauded fof; my Journey, tho* I came on a 
Fools Errand.^ Ane; this,^ we partedl, and I re-; 
cum*d (o the' AhJterites^ whom having thanked 
for theOpi^tuttity ^ey had fflfen me of feeing; 
Democritufj I departed, and left ttiem under po 
imatt Confufion, to thinly of i^hjc FpUy they faa^ 
«otnng^ttedf Fai^eweL/ 
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LETTER XCVI. 

P^mopfitus to Hippocrates, after hh De- 
parture from Abdera. 

O U came to Ahdera (^Hlppocrates) to cure 
me of Madnefs ^ at the Inftigation of 9 
liffi PcQple who thought Study and Contem- 
plation fa At that time I was writing concer- 
ning the Fabrick of the World. As foon as you 
pndcrftood me well, youjuftly excusM me from 
the Imputation of Frenzy, and laid it wholly on 
f he Stupid AUerius. I have div'd iijto the depth 
of Nature, apd found out the Caufes of all Things, 
witnefs the Books I have written. If you there- 
fbre^ Hiffocratts^ had adminiftred Hellebore to me, 
{IS being mad, you had made me fo indeed, which 
ivould hay^ brought a Refie£tio3 on your Art ; 
for that Root ^vento a found Perfon, douds his 
intelleft, and confounds his Uhderftanding. If 
you had found me only contemplating, and that 
m an odd Pofture, you might have had fome Co- 
lour JFor crediting what hadheen fuggefted to you, 
but finding tbe quite contrary in Rational A6tion, 
yoii had no Reafon to have ftich Thoughts of me. 
A Pbyficiao is not to judge of the Affeftions and 
Paflions of Meq, by the Eye only. He m\ift pe- 
pctrate the inward Caufes , which is the furefl^ 
W?^ to difcoVcr the Difeafc. Fare^el, 
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LETTER XCVn, 

Hippoaates*5 Anfma. 

IN Matters of Phyfick, Succef$ is not commen- 
ded in the Artift, but altogether attributed to 
che Gods ^ but where the An fails, the Gods arc 
cxeus'd, and the Phyficiaii only blam*d. For my 
Partjmuftown lam yet oftentimes tofeek in Me« 
dicine ; neither was z/£jculaflus himfelf , that in- 
vented it, arriv*d at the Perfediioii of it. Your 
Letter condemns Hellebore , and that with Rea* 
fon in your Cafe } for tho* I was fent for to curt a 
Mad^man, yet did I foon find you quite other* 
wife, and do acknowledge you to be the beft In* 
terpreter of Nature, and to have no Occafion for 
Phyfick. Since this Accident has begot an Ao* 
quaintance betwixt us, I defire a frequent' Cor- 
reipondence with you. I have lent you a Treatife 
oiHeUebffc, Farewd- 
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Xenophoii to his two Friends , Symmias m$d 
Cebes^ concerning bis Connnentaries. 

IT is a common Paradox, That Na-My is rider 
thn ajtuftAian j and which I find to be true 
by my fetf, for tho' I poflefsbut litde of my owti| 
yet as long as you, my Friends, take Care to 
lupply me, I qannotbe^d to want any Thing. 
As for my Commentaries; I wotild not have 
them, by any means, fdcnto niy Ablkncc^ as I 
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have often told you, leaft they fiuuld be blotd^ 
vtpoa. ABOfdconcefjcpos'd, is hardly ever r^ 
cncv*d. PUto indeed got Honour by his Wei- 
glli^ daring hi> Ablbncc ia Itslj and Sicily j but 
for my Put. I cannot be of Oinnion they defer- 
ved that Rc^ft which was paid them. I am 
not fo much concernM at the Lob of Reputation 
I may incur by the Publication of my Workc, as 
tpoder of the Hooaut of Ssfrates, who U the Sub* 
jcfi oJTthem I look upon it equally the (ame 
thlngtocaliimm^te, and not to give a Man his 
doc Pnu{e> while wc write of him. I (ball have 
thcficApprefaepfioos, my dear Friends, till I hear 
^romyouiwbicb I d«Gce nay be fpeedily.Farewel. 

Better xax. 

7W Emprefs ^^ppuui, /« her 5m the Empe- 
ftr NcTQ, 1^ his eixlimng ta faomr tb^ 
Accujiftiom agaitfji ffcr, fy me Silan^. 

IWomd^ not ( O Cafsr ) that barren SUttna 
ihouldhareno Scoce of Maternal Affeftion^ 
Stie that never bore a So^ , might wcU be igno- 
rant bow to bear the Lo^ of one. Nanire ren- 
ders thofe <>l^|e£b either hateful or iadifferenr, 
which do not ftrike our $enccs. ^fteem flows 
fcom ihc Fountain of Knowledge ; but, on the 
Contrary, I am greatly furprized (my Sep) that 
your Prudence niould futfer ic Iclf to be iJiu>os*d 
upon by iuch TncredibiUties,that your Ears mould 
receive fo nialii;ious an Accufaiion, and that your 
Fancy could admit of fuch a monftrous 'Ima^na- 
tion. 1 admke your SoDJdid aot ftart at the lioc- 
... M 
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M Thought. I am amaz'd that die mtnoft M^ 
pck cfWixds^ could be able to maltt you give 
the leatft Credit to fuch a barbarous InhumanitF. 
)d Caies fo unnatural and improbable, we ou^ 
not to believe our Eyes , we ought fir ft to doubt 
left they fhonld prove Me Guides to us. Doft 
thou not know (OSonJ the Afleftion altMo* 
thers naturally bear their Children. Our Love 
is without Bounds , being inceflantly fed by that 
Tendemefs, which is incredible to all but our 
ftlveSf Nothing ought to be more dear to «s^ 
than what we nave purchafed, with tJbc^ RiCmt 
of our lives ; nothing more valuable than what 
ire have undenpne lo jneat Grief and Rdn to 
procure. Thefe are fo marp and intderablet that 
were it not for the Profpea of a happy Birtfa, 
which makes us unmindful df our Agonies , Ge* 
neration would ibon be at an end. Ctoft tfaoq 
be Ignorant ( O Nero ) that Nine full Months I 
have canied theeinmy Bowels, andnourifli*d thee 
with my Bk>od ? How unlikely is it dien that I 
would deftroy that very Darling, I had taken (b 
mudi Care to bring into the World ? It mav be 
the juft Gods took Qflence at my over-fonqne^ 
of thee, and made uk of this Way to punifli mc. 
A thoufand times, I muft own, I have likene^ 
thee to the Deities theml^es : A thonfand timei 
have thought that all the B^effings of the Ehjlmif 
Shades wese concentered in thy Looks. I have 
defied both Nature and Art, to form any thing 
like thee : Nay, I b^ beoi tempted, by my raffi 
Love, to believe thee 8 God. Jt^ms however h«f 
not hitherto been aoooftomM |o produce fuch i 
Moftfter as I amrqprefent^ The Benignity o| 
our CBmate couM never yet admit of foch mi* 
Ugn loftieiices. Our SeU never bad Occafioa 

if -:, ; •• - ^ ^ " ' ' (or 
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for Blood to enrich it. la Thehs^ Arges^ or Mef* 
fina^ Places fam*d for Cruelties, fuch Tragedies 
perhaps might have been a£led ; but here, if 
cither Envy or Malice, had at any time fuggefted 
fuch an abominable Thought, it would foon have 
been recoil'd upon the Black Inftigator. Unhap- 
pyA^ffinal Thou art fufpe^led of a Crime 
vrhich no Body could think thee guilty of. Who 
would have thought that thy Houfe ihould all of 
a fudden have been fo abandon*d ? Vidters avoid 
thee. Friends forfake thee, and Suitors fly thee. 
At once difcountenanc*d by the Supreme Autho- 
rity thou art depriv'd of all Power and Command* 
Petitions to thee are turn d into Libels againft 
thee, Thofe that have been moft obliged to thee 
are the forwarded to feek thy Ruine.* To what 
a Degree of Malice is envy arriv'd. Thy Inno- 
cence cannot fecure thee againft its contagious 
Inffuence. All thy beft Aflions are rendred fiif- 
pefted'by its Malignity. Ail the Dignities and 
Honours thou haft been in Poftcflion of, are weak 
Antidotes againft its Poifon. Thy Condition 
that has been ador*d even by the remoteft Nati- 
ons, now finds it impradlicable to defend it felf 
againft the Rigor of ill Tongues at Home, the 
height of 0/;f«rp«^ were not fuflScient to fecure 
one from the Clouds of Calumny and Prejudice. 
Rome is now grown fo degenerate, as to nourifh 
a Viper in its Bbfom, which devours the Repu- 
tation of the Mother of €afat. What fignifies 
the Title ofEmfrefs to me, i£l amfuppos*d Guil- 
ty of what the baleft of W.onen would abhor ? 
What avails me any Authority:; ifrmbeliev'd 
Guilty of fo execrable an Intention f But what 
would the World farther (ay of me, if I were 
fioc the Mother o^Nerai Na Torments wou^ 

be 
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be great enough to condemn me to , Ivere my 
Enemies not under fome faint Apprehenfions ot 
his Difpleafure. Unhappy thofe that depend up-' 
on the Breath of the Court. The wifeft of Peo*. 
pie are not fecure fromTempefts in that Harbour: 
There even a Calm is dangerous. But why do 1 
blame the Court ? Can that be the Caufc of my 
. being fufpeQied of Parricide ? No, I ought rathet 
to complain of thy Imprudence, Nero^ in giving 
Credit to fuch an improbable Barbarity j of thy 
Juftice in contenting to tax my Innocence j and 
of thy wonted Goodnefs in trufting to the bare 
Allegations of Calumny. I ought to blame thee 
for forfeiting the Reputatiori of our Family, by 
believing thy Mother guiltjr of fuch a Crime, 
and my felf for having fo little Merit as to give 
thee any Grounds for the Sufpicion thou haft 
entenain*d. I know that to excufe this over- 
Credulity thou wilt have Rccourfe to that Maxim 
^hich enjoyns a Prince or Judge to hear all. Tlic 
Safety of the State or a Princc*s Perfon ought irt- 
deed obli^ him to hearken to all^ but not to 
give Credit to all. Believing all is equally the 
lame Fault with believing Nothing. But to give 
ear to that which is repugnant to Nature, Cuftoni 
and Poffibility is only the A61 of a barbarous Tetti-* 
per altogether devoted to Cruelty. My Belief wa[5 
at a ftand, to think that Cafar could haVe enter- 
tain d any of thefe Thoughts of me. I could not 
have imadn*d a Woman could make him afraid 
of his Lite. The End is chiefly to be confidcr^d 
in all Things. Tell me then (O Cafar) to what 
End (hould I plot againft thy Life ? To plUnge 
myfelfinaworfeFate/ That's not likely: What 
Hopes then could induce me to build upon thy 
Ruine.^ I know theLuft of Empire often corrupts 

the 
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tbp Lawi of Nature^ Tkac Jaftkie has no SWofd 
to puniih fuch as oflfend in that Refped, and that 
Ambition never takes Kfotice of Wrong fo long 

£it fuccceds in its Aim. My CJommands have 
m obey'd in the Provinces, inflpenCM the Ar- 
taiest dite^ed the Cobwt^ governed Nations and 
^eterr^d the Enemies of Km^. My Name has 
Jbad.AcdamatioQ$ fr<Mli the Le^oHt^ oeen applaa- 
Oed byStraqgers, relpefied by Kings, adored by 
iSie Senate, and had Inoence paid tti it by Priefts. 
IMy Statues have had DiVineWorfldp, and Altars 
tnve toMak^d to myHonour ; yet all this has nol^ 
binder d ill Tongues from inventing improbable 
Xies againft me, that have amounted to the Via* 
iaxion of my own Bowels. One woula haVe 
^oug^t my High C^ity, prote^ed by the Su- 
ptcatc Authority^ might have been funicieht to 
faave aw*d fuch Iniblence. But ^ho can accufe me 
of (educing the Army ot corrupting the Pro^ 
tioces? Couldlescpect any tolerable Reward for 
promoting the Intereft of BriiMnicus or Tlatuiui j 
m nas&it i not ntore reafonably think , that if I 
ftould advance them to the Empire, by dethron-^ 
ipgmy own Son, they would look upon me as 
an unnatural Mother , and fet Spies upon my 
Anions, which would deprive me of all future 
Comfon ? Nay, to what Deity could I have Re- 
ornde for Abfolution after I had been Guilty df 
fi) blackaDeed^ Would to Heaven (my Son) 
iSam had the (aifie AffeAion for thee, as I have 
ever had, or that her Accuiation did not proceed! 
more from a Deftce of my Fall than &ving thy 
Life. I would in this Cafe be thankfol to the 
fliamelefs Strumpet for giving me an Opponum'ty 
ofiacrificing mv felf for thy faftty. I Aould no 
ibore think or JkK: Malice^ were I butfatisfie^ 

that 
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that LoTc, iiid not Emy^ vm the Qjnlki£ tnjf 
Dcsidi. I can argue npaiic|; Wtitrin mjrDieb 
fieoce Chan tbe limuny of tts^ Accv/kt. She & 
Hreil known to have long led an Adaheratis Life 
«Fith the Pander Atimi$k^ and the Scae^Piay^ 
V4tris. How then can her Teftinioi^ be credited ^ 
She that could Violate her Husbmdt Hommi^ 
will neVer fauple tO take away flj^ Life Btthai 
there any C$9tfU ot PitiONr docufM ine> Hitfe 
the Feopie required, my Bkxid for the Securitf i^ 
the Conutionweakh ? Or have the Senate con^ 
MQed me of this intended Parried, and pedfiat. 
ned for my Ekecution f If fo (O C^^ tMchold 
tne ready to lance my own Veins, inComp^mci 
with the welcome Sentence. Patdoa Aot hef' 
that could adfiflt fo heinous an tntendotfimo hof 
Hearty dio- thy Mother* Di«tftthyleIforaItNaft 
tural AfieAions cowards her^ and kt ilq^ Juftke 
blot from thy Memoi^ one that coilld iiarboot 
fo viUaitvras a Defign. But if my Accufer aia 
her Accomplicetlxof the Very Dtegi ^fhePeo-^ 
pk^ not worthy to look upon me or meotioo al|r 
Name, and mudi left to arraign me at the Tribtt^ 
nal of my Son, why Aould not more Credit bd 
afforded to the,kiM>wn Integrity of my AS&om 
dian fo their Words ^ Now what Recotopeaci 
can Aey make melbr ifieOi&iMi eaft upOn of 
Fame i What will the World not bdiev6 of thete 
flanderous Depofitions, finoe emy one is at li- 
berty to think what he pleafia. What will the 
Vulgar not imag^, finCc they are always moM 
govemM by the irft ImpTeffions, thM Reafon f 
The Blood of thefe Haipiei can nam be a fof« 
ficient Attonement for (bt Msdignky of thefr 
Tongues. The unked Dcadis bmi of them ami 
their Pi^riiy, can hardly asaka me amends far 

what 
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what I have fufier*d from their infefiious CHutt^ 
mcSy infomuch thac tho\ thou fbooldft endeavour 

S) Cafar) to reftorc my Reputation , yet will 
y Goodnefs feem more to now from Natural 
AffeQion^thanJufticej and mv fuppofed Crime 
appear more worthy of Pity, than Pardon. Thy 
Abfolutbn may indeed free me from the Pu* 
niAment, but not from the Imputation of Guilty 
fince the Family of Ca far ought not to admit even 
of the leaft Sufpicion. But tho' my own Con* 
iidence acquit me, yet will that not avail to fa- 
1^ others Doubts^ They will ftill accufe me of 
this horrid Crime, and which I have incurred the 
Jealoufie of^ by loving thee coo much, and by 
hazarding my Life to promote (hy Grandeur. 
What Dangers have I not undergone to procure 
thee the Empire? What Impoilibilities have I not 
iurfiiounted to place the Lawrel on thy Temples ? 
But I offend thy Gratitude by remembring thee 
of my Services. My Innoence ought not to defend 
it ielr» but to rely wholly on thy Juftice. Farewel. 
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the Emperor Probus , to the Senate of Rome^^ 
concerning his Succefs againfl the Barbarians. 

iAm exceeding thankful to the Immortal Gods, 
Moft Equal Fathers, that they have been plea* 
1 to ^uftifie their Approbation of your Choice 
by the great Succefs they have beftow'd upon my 
Arms. Alf that wide extended Country of Ger^ 
many is fubdu*d : Nine of its chiefeft Kings have 
proitrated themfelvcs at my Feet, or I might bet-^ 
cer iay> at y oars« Its Subje^ now labour rat you, 

and 
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and inftead of any fanbcr defending rfidr PofleC- 
£ons proffer co fight your Battels. I beleech ye 
therefore to decree thofe Rites to the Gods as have 
jbeen cuftomary oh the like Occafions* Four 
hundred thouland of the Enemy are (lain , and 
fixteen thou&nd have lifted in our Service. Sixty 
Noble Cicii^s are recovered, and Oallia is entirely^ 
at Liberty. . Thofe Crowns I have had prefcnted 
by the Gaols ^ I defire your Fatherhoods would 
confecrate to the Oihnipoteht Jfffif^y , and the 
other ImcQChrtal Gods ana Goddelles. Whatever 
lias been formerly loft^ is nqw regained with Sur* 
plulage* The Fields of Gallia are ploughed with 
Barbarian Cattle, and thdr Oxen tgmely yield 
their Nedcs to our Yokes; Their Sheep nour 
graze upon our Mountains) . and yean m our 
Plains^ Our Barnsare filled with their Corn, and 
Cavalry remounted on th^ir Horfes. |n a ^otd. 
we have all^ which if the Divine Ptovidenceihali 
think fit to continue tp us, we ought i;o retura 
^repeated Acknowledgments, left we ieem ungrate* 
ful for tMc Bkffings we have received. Fare wel. 
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jpicerb to his 5m Marcus, to reclaim him from 

his loofe Courfc of Life, 

CAN I think (OMarem) thyvklousCouHe 
of Life could offer to eclipfe my Glory ^ 
I would qncftion ?ven the Ora£les of truth in 
this Cafe, for nothing is more difficuk than to 
make a Man believe what he does not like. Yet 
am I obliged to give Credit to my Setices. I (ec 
thee daily involved in all Kinds of Luxury t and 

8 hear 
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hear thee as often difcourfing on ilothitig but Va- 
nity. Ill Fortune had no other Way to attack 
me. My Country owes its Safety to me, and both 
Che Senate and People haVc fiil'd xhe their Prefer^ 
W* I have furmounted the Meannefs of my 
Birch, and baffled all the Attempts of Envy, Ma- 
fice, Piide and Calumny againft ire. Nothing 
but the Vagaries of Mar cm could render tne Un- 
happy. Poor unfortunate Cfcero l reduced to that 
State by the Difobedience of a Child, which thy 
Enetiiies could not bring thee to. Thou ( Mat^ 
etfs) thou alone robbeft mc of my Honour ^ ob- 
(fcurcft my Vettue, and cIog*ft the Wings of my 
^ame. Upon what a weak Foundation have I 
founded my Hopes ? Upon one^ who, inftead of 
ihriking ih~4^ith me towards the acquiring of' 
Glory, 'Will, if he docs not rcfprroi leave to Po- 
fierity the Chiara£tcr of di Libertine j and,v?herca$ 
^e might inherit the Renown due to vny Labours^ 
will deprive his Father of all Concenti and himfelf 
of all Efteem. But it is yet time ( O my Son ) 
both to recant thy Errors, and return to thy Stu- 
dies. By one, thou wilt reftore my Quiet 3 and by 
the other, enrich thy felf. ^Tis never too late to 
karn^ I have known a Man of an hundred Year$ 
old third;. after Inftrudtion } nay, ail wife Men will 
hearken to their Friends, cVcn when they are dy- 
ing. Caft off then that Yoke which Vice has put 
pfl thee i and whereby thy Mind is deprav*d^ 
thy Sences ftupificd, thy Reputation loft, and mine 
obfcur'd. Cottfiderthefe worldly Pleafures as ^/'^ 
*ens that decoy t!lee to thy Ruin, and which arc 
te'ally nothing but vain, vile, frail, fhoft-liv*d 
Thiogs,fubjc6t CO a thoufand Acddents,and whde 
Eiid is only Torment and Repentance. Yet all this 
While I do not fpeak againft chofe Diverfions cbac 

unbend 
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^nhcr^ the Mind. A Bow iMiys bcrith foon 
broken^ and the Imbecility of ow Nature re* 
<iuires fonie Recreation. I blame only Inconti* 
nence^ Lu jtui y and a Sopcrftuous Ufe of Meat 
and Drink. No Vice is morcf abominable thia 
Intemperance, from Whence ill other Vices flow t 
iret to thofe thou haft raif d Altars: to thefc thoti 
paf *ft thy Vows. I tlronder thou dofft not fly iht 
common Sodety of Mankind, to get rid of their 
continual Reproached. Thou art either not x Mao» 
or not my Son. Drunkennefs has tratisfOTm'd 
thee, and like that o( AhxnnJer the Gfcar, has 
tatnifli'd all thy Glory. The Delights of C4f$fd 
enervated the PrdWcfe of tiatntbal. Whilft thoil 
drt drunk ( O Marcus) thy Head tarn$ routad^ 
fhy Tongue falters, thy Eyes deceive thee, i^y 
Feet fail thee , ind thy Stomach oflFends thee« 
^Wherefore if thou art not ialtogether bccotne 
fiupid, thou inuft needs be feniible thy felf of th6 
Ilicdnvcniettcics of this ViCe. My Cheeks btfra 
with Sliamc, while I reprove thee for thefe Enor- 
Ihities^ and my Mind is under Apprehenfions Of 
Contaminating it felf by the bare Nariiing the*. 
Believe me ( Marius ) Vice has got tlie Afcendant 
bver thy Reafon, and will not lufFer thee to bfe 
fenfible of Ay Folly. It Will not permit thee « 
look thro' the thick Fogs that envelope thy 1M^\ 
and conceals its own Dtfdrmity from thee^ It 
keeps thee from difeerningihe Splendour of Ver* 
lueand the Brightncfs ot thy Race. If thou couldft 
blit view the Beauties erf Virtue I'm confident 
tHouwoiitdft loon be iii Love With her. Na 
Heart can be fo hardened, bur n uft be affcacd 
by her CHarihS. The wide Wotld canribr ftew 
any thiiig morif Aitiiable. She is Praifc to her ftlfj 
& without h^ Pevfeaion ^outd be Nothing. Shi; 
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gains us by her Authority, even the Love of (Jiaf 
Enemies. The Sun once ftopped his Courfe to 
admire her. Alfo Death it fclf, which nothing? 
clfc can conquer, and which buries every Thing 
to Oblivion, yet yields to her, and fubmits to 
chat Immonality which is only acquired by hen 
Tell irte, I befeech ihee, my Son, what is become 
of all the Ancient Greek Magnificence in Building.^ 
Is it not devoured by Time ? Yet the Works of 
Vertue live, and will do fo to all Eternity. Both 
the Names and Actions of Virtuous Perfons will 
endure the utmoft Tcft of Time^ and< thro* all the 
oidlefs Revolutions of Ages flourifh. He need 
not to fear the Horrors of Death (O Marcm) who 
can be fure to out- live. the Bounds of Life by his 
Vertue. Whilft thou, if thou continu*ft in this 
Senfuality of thine, as thou haft liv*d unregarded 
viitdieunlamented, and rot in the Cjrave unre^ 
ihembred : Or if thou fliouldft leave any Name 
behind thee, it will be devoted to In&my, than 
which it were far better to have been condem- 
ned to Oblivion. That's but a footifli Opinion 
which fome entertain, and which I daily refledb 
upon with Contempt and Difdain, that durtbp- 
I^neis ends with our Lives and our Glory ceaies 
with our Deaths. Tbofe Men know not that 
true Life begins at the Grave, and fprings frbn^ 
the very Bolom of Death. Our Souls are Phmix% 
wrhich revive from our own Aihes. Then arc our 
Mames Eternized j Then have Envy and MaGec 
no more Power to obfture our Matins , or ta 
difpute our Title With us to Fame. The Privi- 
le^s of our Soufs would be nothing , if their 
were fubjedlto the Corruption of the Body. Now, 
SonMarcMs^ if thigObftinacy.wiU notgive Aec 
kavt to lay hold oa chcCe Inftnidions j if dioa 

will 
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wilt ftill continue thyConverfe v^ith Brntes, who 
have no other Senc$ than their Lufts : If, in a 
Word, thou wilt pcrfift to forfeit both min? aiia 
thy own Reputation by thy ill Courfes, i have 
no ablolute Authority over thiy Will, I can on^ 
fatisfie my f^lf in that I have thus far opppfeS tHjf 
yigioijs Inpliriations. Farcwel, / ^;\ 
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Another Letter i?/Cicero, to bis Son Marcus^ 
upon thejamf Suhje£l ; leittg a. Sequel of tbt 
former^ . .- i 

=1 , ■ ■' ■ . 

WH A.T I wrote ro youlatelv,! donotthioir 
fuffigienc to acquit my (elf, and therep 
fore fend f ou (his fe(:on4 Letter. .. I mu|l once 
more earneftly com u^ethpe (SotpL ^arc^) tofot^ 
l^c the dUfdlute ^ourfe of tife thou haft takeo 
Qp, whicl^ if thou wik not doufor the fake of thy 
own^putatiqn^do at l^aft for that of mine, wh;^ 
I have ^cquif 'd not fo m\v:\\ by the Favour c^ 
fortune;, as by pure Mer^^ Do not end^avouc 
to rqfat tny Father of that Happinefs wM^h he ha^ 
()een all hl^Ufe bbouring after. But if Naturq 
^41 not m^e ^^ citpable of knowing either thy 
Honour, or thy In(ereft, fiie could not fure hm 
luve allowed thee a ^pce of that Di;ity whi<;h all 
Qiildren qw^ fhcir Parents. That alone, onq 
V^puld thinly, oo^ht to e:^citq in thee ai^ Ipclina-i 
lion to Vertue, which thou knbweft I have aojc 

pnly long ^e^r'dy but alfo comrpanded. NortQ 
obey t^y , Father, is meerMadnefsj; nottq k>vc 
\im« e9rf;i(nc Impiety j but tq trample ox\ his 
'^mf ^^0^ tijusia Parricide. . Neither Wit nor 



Words are able to. exprefs bow commendable an^ 
nc'cetfary a Thing Olxdience to a Parent is. The 
Btinoft extent of Time owns it fcif at a Lofs tore-? 
Mf,i%i (ach Children as arc dutiful. I will give 
idbep foroe Ex^mplcs^ Marcus ^ oi fuch Sons as with 
m^ tfazard of their own, have fav d iheir Fathers, 
Lives. A£i9f //Hi Torquatus^ the firft that gave the 
Name to that famous Family, to free his Father 
of^Mi^ AccufafioR before the Tritune of the People 
vent arm'd ^Mlalo^ to the Tnlmnes Houfe, and 
by a generoui Force compcird that Magiftrateto 
defift ;^om h^arkning to any farther Pcofe<:ution. 
S^ififi Afritanm had (carce a(^in*d the Years of 
Manhood^ when he reicu'd l^is Father from oui 
of the Hands of Matmibal, (o whom, being grie« 
VQufly wounded, he had become a Prey* Neither 
bis'unexperienqed Youth, nor the Misfortunes of 
tfic Day, coulcf hinder the Vehemence of his Vir- 
tue atid Afi^ftionfrom doing an Aft (hat has got 
him mipre Renown than all his Vi^ories after- 
^^rd^. Cain* Flamiftm while 7rj£i0Nr of the Peo- 
ple^ publi(h*d a l.aw to divide the Conauer^d 
^iih^ in GalHa. The Senate opposM it, firft with 
||0o^ Words , then with Threats, and at length 
Htfidbi an Army ; but all in vain^ till at laft upon his 
Jlkither's bare Requeft onlv, he abandon^ his Re- 
^^tion, and fubmitted (o Authority. I could 
givpthce other Examples, Marcm^ of Sons that 
▼pnturVl their All to fecurc their Fathers Safety j^ 
^rl^ijiid: thou, on the contrary, wilt not forego \ 
ftwt)ruia| Delights to favour my good Name, the 
Lois of which is worfe to m^ tf^. Death, \ 
niig;ht) and that with ReafoQ,imitate thofe Parents; 
who haveprov^ Tyrants to their Children^ fuclik 
' as Jmiim hntus^ Terqu^tus^ and nor long^ fince jfffr 

hs Fnlvif^fi who (atner than endqre their d9K)^« 
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dient I/fue let out the degenerate Blood. Is it 
not better toiopp oiFthccontagio^ Member,thao 
fuffer it to fprcad its Venom ? With much grea- 
er Reafon might I rid my felf of aChiW* whoi by 
xis di/honeft Life, robs me both of my Quiet anq 
Reputation, and is in danger of poifonftig the 
Commonwealth to boot, Whilft my Paternal A£m 
fedlion, which can neither be altet*d by my Ai*» 
bicion nor my Honour, is only anxious of ih); 
Safety and long Life. I muft confcfe, it gives in6 
fome Uneafinels when I confider what the WorlJ 
will (ay of me for taking nO more Care of (hyEir 
^ucatioa Tm fenfible thcyNl accufe my InquI; 
gence qf nourifliing ihy Propenfty to ^^ce. Biit 
|hen when 1 can m^ke |t appear, as^cis well knowii 
I can,that the Caqfe is in thy perverfe Natteir,aiKl 
neither in my Will nor Power, that AccuflitioQ 
will fqon vanifli. Truly I cannbrbut wonder, thai 
being of Human Kind ,thoa flioutd*ft be Ini^nliUe 
to all the C2$s of Emulation, and f he Kcproachei 
of Infamy. But I foon change my Mind, when i 
cotKlude that ofie thitt could j^dve iingr^tefu^to 
him, whom he owes his Being to, wiUeafihrbQ 
to to h^mfejif. One would thii>k thettiany Qbli% 
gations I have laid upon the^ might haVe todWd 
(hee asi9]7 Frien4 if not as my Soti > ^t l fia4 
Fortune^ tp afili^ me yet the mwe (eftubty^ hiH 
|iroughe that ijuD^r the Dencm^oafibaof Oataiii- 
ty;^ whi^b ] thou^t jUnpoi&ible., Bxff fin<;Q thy ci(^ 
fravag^ (&{^ina(^ d^ifes my (liqccre Goo4« 
Will; i^Q9e' imr NHfords that havci aU alpdgbad Ik 

treat jiVppUuEe ia rb/e Worlds ai^e biit thf own sir* 
rajr ttpon thee ^ I M[ili heoctfor ward i;ep6ubce 
^ja^ toit. my Soni or look uponOiee onV 9Bzn Ei^ 
(xcOAeni ^which tho' k b^l^ of me» jftt C^ | 
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iylhfheJiiSbSLtCLT , f a MiAridates, King of 
' Potktua. iVr ^t ten from the Ca^mp. 

Matter not, O MitbriJdtes ^ that the War k 
I ^iiftant from Rome, Fortune having always, 
ihcrto waited upon her, how remote loever (he 
tircre. But fince you fay ft? never feiPd you, 
iiqi nas ever been acquainted with me, you fhali 
{bbn find that according to hei^ natural Mutability^ 
fte leaves you to court me j yet fuppofing flic 
Ihould not^ i value neither her nor you , always; 
iipping the Gods will prove more favourable tc^ 
]hy Jumce, than Fortune can polSbl^ do to your 
Anogance, l^cwel. 

'" LE T T E R OV. 

* * * ^ 

fie Emperor Adrian, to &rvtanus C^^ul of 
" RoQie \giving him an Aceoimt of the Cujioms 

"^ and M^n(Ks 9f the M^^ps^^ 

HAVING perfcaiys^qua^tcd mf felf with 
t^jffpt^ purfoant to voqr Defircs, my dear 
'Servian'tis,lfh2U not, out of Gratitude^ fa3tofena 
yttu my Qbl^rvations upon that Nation : Youi 
mud know tticn^ The e^m/j^are aProud, In« 
jarious, Loofe, Light an^Knconftant fort of Po^ 
pL% always in Suipence, and ever ^langing with 
the le^ft Tijjrn of Fonune. They arc ftirange Li- 
bertines, and exceffive Lovers of Novelty. They 
Vill not be afraid to (ing Sedi^tious Songs abbu|^ 
Streets, nor to veriifie ^pop tnc Ptrfons of their 

Prince* 
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Princes and Magiftrates. Thq^ are made up for 
the moft Pan of Aftrologers , Soochfayers and 
Empiriclcs. Tbey are always varying, and ever 
difpleafed with the prefent Times, ag^nnft whidi 
they continually rail They equsdiy pay Adpn^ 
fion to their God Serapisy nay, even the Votanes of 
Cbrifi and Mofesy that live among them. The 
Chriftian Patriarch as often as he comes to XAjh 
anJria , is alfo obliged to Worfliip this GoJL 
This City isfpfendid, rich and pcyulous: ^ 
Body lives idle in it. Every Body is emplojfd te 
one Thing or other. Some work onGm% otbciB 
on Paper, and others on Linnen. Not fo mpcli 
^^ .t._ ^ Dilabled are jcxcofed j for shqf 

n the Blind Em 
buiied on fome Art or other. All I can lay €k^ 
ther is, That *twere to be wiATdthis were abet- 
ter-governM Gity } for its Magiunide and Popa- 
loufnds fuffidently entitle it to the Dominian of 
^uCgyfU For my Parr, I have confiderably apg* 
mented its Privileges, and added fome new, which 
the Citisens have often exprefled thdr Gratitude 
to me for. However, Ihad no fooner tum*d uqp 
Backjbut they railed exceedingly at my Sonc^Aw 
Verm and my Friend Antmous. I fli^ therefocc 
for the future, kave them to their EggsandPool^ 
cry, wiiich how ihey hatch in DunghUs is almot 
a Shame to mention. Make much of the c^^^Mh 
>fM Cups I lend you, and let them be only us 4 
gn F^vals» . f arewel 
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JSM JPiFi/(p/i;fM&^ Beraclitus , /« lux WUndAa^ 
•- jifaidamas ; y^if% Hm 0$ A^wni tf his Dit 

Am faifen tick ( Aphiimms ) of a Dropfie, 
Whiitfoev^ tbounds in us, occafiohs a Di- 
ife.- E weft of Heat brings a Fever ; Excefs of 
4fi(»ld;aPaifieiExtcfiofWiod,€;holick. MyDi. 
Itemper proceeds from Excefs of Moifture. The 
Soul keeps all thefe in due Proportion, The heft 
inking we haw is Heakh : Nature her felf is 
tfcabh. We cannot foreiee what is contrary to 
Nttuxt , but it always comes by Surprize. I 
ItoiOW the Natute of the World y 1 know (h^t of 
iMm^ I knowDifeales ; I know Neakh : I wiU 
«Ufc my ictf J I will ijpoitate the Qods, who make 
-IfE^the Intqoalitiesof the Woridi by coqimic- 
Wg tfaem^ €0 the Go^eraance of the Son. BwcUtHi 
M iioidie of ^his Indifpoi^n : Heihail rather 
fef hisGonduaidH the Difeafe that alfiias him. 
M the Uhiverfenooift Things are eicli^ated and 
fior rcfrigeriteS, * My Wiidom knows mofi; 
things, but if tfif Body flionkl happeiv to be 
^d[«% it ttuft yield anddefcfnd to the de«-^ 

^'d Place J My Soul however i&all not da fa, 
wfrbeii^ Itomojrtal, fbali aicend to the ^hcriri 
Maiifi9ns; where I will be.ifare not forget »x 
accufe the Bfbejians. TheQ AaU I converle not 
With Men, bOt Gods j and have Altars raised to me 
inftead of ereSing them ^ otbm* There 
£«ri^</ei will not be aUe to accufe; vc of Impiety^ 
4^ t father him of Maltoe. Men have alwayi 
wondrc^ vifhy I <^<;ktinuaUy loplff^i -j^t then 
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they did not confider chc exceflive Wickedners q£ 
(he World* Let them refiain from their iUCoqr^ 
fcs . and then perhaps I may fmile. My Majadf 
is mc k^ irkfom.in rhat I am alone, or k rpajtfae 
becaufe my Soul fprefeeing Ac fluU ikottly fjftt 
free of this Mortal Prifon, (:ompos*d of Pbkggi^ 
Cbder, prurulent Matter^ Bloody Nerves, Boncf; 
and Fleui, is pleas'd with tbeProfped of her Niu 
tive Country ; for unlefi (here wer^ thefe^C% 
feafes , we ftpuld never be Ambitious of tbiif 
Freedom, whi(:h is the Perfe^oa of iilifi. Fare wc| 
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tH/e Same to the Same ; expofingtbe J^turttiiee'A' 
the rbsficms of bis Tim, ;^ 

THE Phyficians i4phuUm§$) have <fyif^ 
confuked about my Diilcff)per » \m ha^Wt 
neither Art nor Nature to guide them,thcy as ofigi 
failed uf ghring any probable Accoanrofit. TVKf 
did notluog but handle mf A^y. a^ if ^r had 
been a Leathern Bottle, ana would have underi 
takcQ 9)y Cu4:c^ woyk} ( have but cqnfiuwfd w 
thoir Op$vati«jQS before thcry had found <Hic^. tbe 
Natwe 6f my Difeafe. ^ They at firft betljiy'd! 
their Ignorance, and plainly difcovex'd tfaey l)ad[ 
x^oi fo n\uch K^wledgc of tbe Matter as; my (^ 

1^(W (quoth I) CM jmfritvidtQ ha TmiJJi^s 
^kfpfk% 4ni^€t nfit ke aUeto pwi 4 t^traite On; 
iff. th M^hfy} Jjfett^p ^smt mgiMf famr tk^nj^^ 
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fbde Doftors, Afbubmas^ do very iil y for thejr 
ptofefs an Art they know nothing of, and under* 
fdce Cures they do not nnderftand, hv whicfi 
IHeans they dq vming both to kxx and N^tiire^ 
It'isiabbtmnable to profefs Ignorance, but much 
%rprfe to pretend to it^hat oqe is really ignorant 
df. XVhat Peligh; they take in Lying? But 
Aereby, however, they grow Rich, 'Twereber- 
iq: for thcin to beg for iBmd j then they would 
be pitied J ' whereas liow they are hated of all 
Af^. i would give fome Credit to your Science, 
if jrou could but (hew me how a Drought could 
fid made out of Moifture. Thefe were the Men 
that ldll*d my Uncle HerackqJormj and (Took Money 
Ibr it when they had doner They are ignorant 
|tf)w Qod cures the Difeafes of the World* and 
^lorefbre may well miftake mine. They know 
nor how he diflblves the Dry into Moift, and then 
coodenies the humid Air. This is the Cure of 
tfiefidFly World ; and this I will imitate. To all 

dtfccrsIwiFafcwel. 
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fjbgThihJhpber Antifthenesj| t9 the Fhihfopher 
. .^^il^ppuS ; adtiifiig hm f gait the Luxury 

'jTu misbecoming a Philofopher (OAri^ip^ 
M^^ppi) both to conv^rfe with a Tyrant, and to 
itev^ ii SicllUnipAi. ' It were more commenda- 
bte to be content tK^h liiftle in ones'^pwn Coun« 
n^. You neverthelef^ count it a great Happinefi 
ttrteq^ Riches^ and five ^Slraeufe. Bqtl muft 

tcH yon, iho' you idiftJ>ymJ!m for yoiff Friend^ 



ho tifilesff flied Perfoot crpedaDy a Tyiant, can bd. 
fuch. If you are fo much in Lore with Plea^ 
fore, as to fdfgct you afc a PUIofoptkrf I wonld 
advife you to go to Jmiiyra^ and cure iroiir (etf 
by drinking IMehfe i for thar would, in t nit C^ 
6e much more proper for you, than to dd)audi 
with Sicilian Wine. How much Health and DifL 
cretion differ fxbm Sicknefs and Fqlly , you wifli 
foon be fenfible by diis Experiment. Farewell i> 
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'Art(Uppus*# At^r, IremcaBy deriditig hh - 
. Friends AHJierities. 

WE are, I muft own, Jbnifihemi , iiniizs^y 
beyond Meafure : But now can it others, 
wife happen, whilft we daily converfe with $,-. 
Tyrant, and fare delicioully every Day* V^ 
choiceft of iTnguents are our Perfumes, and the 
ticheft loolktaTemine Gannents our Attire : iTee 
no Body will free Arifiiffus from this Cruelty 6i 
Dyonifiusy Who neither fears the Gods nor Men, 
who detains me not as a rude Philofopher,buc oM;; 
versed in Socratick Learnipg. My Misfortunei ' 
(Antifibenes) have alfo lately been enOreafisd bjrhia 
prefenting me with three young lufcioas SiciUam 
Virgins of great Beauty, and when this Proftfa 
Man will give ov«r beftowic^ his FaVouts, I Canf 
not ten : Therefore you do kindly to be concera*^ 
at tny Miieri^i in requital whereof, I rejqyctat 
your Happine^ , and recprn you Tbanks« £ 
likevdfe .a«Kfe you to hoard up your Figs aind 
Qretan l^e^l againft Winter , \mh, to wafii and 
drink of the wne Fountain oiEtmcMcmnm »)d to 

continue 
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Murtnue to wear always one fordid Habits 4$ 6d^ 
(«i»es a Free«Man of Attens. For my Part , I 
koeiyir.as foon ai ever I came hither, how 

{iAdii»ldl>e usM. I aoa excremly admir*d and be« 
ik^ b$^ the Skiihrns j and therefore as a Punifli« 
Mcoc to itiy Madnefi for coming hither^ I wifb I 
ttav fiever go hence; . Beiiig of iTearl of Oifcre* 
toa^ I cho^ rather this Ramble^ than to undergd 
Hung^ aild Cold, to defpife Qlor^, and wear 

a long Beard. I will fend you 
^jifirt if?Jf€. fpecdily fome * Lufines^ to encou* 

rag^ ycAi In d^ing ttercutes to the 
Boys. Of other Matters Confute Simon the Leather* 
Dreder^ than whom you efteem no Body more 
wife. For my. Part I am not allowed Familiarity 
with (uch Scoundrels j and therefore bid you 
lieaiiily FarewcL 
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XttOphdfi to Oita, nticerning thi EJucatiihi 
js (^ Childntn 

« ■ . ■ 

OUR wife Mafto" Sodrafis was wotot to fajr 
chat thofe ParetttB Who took more Gare to 
wdch their Childreti, than educate them virtu* 
tafly^id KkeGtootte that fed their Horfes high» 
Sttd oegle^ed to tt^ tlieitt to the Manege. Here<- 
llftM theie Beafts weft In better Cafe, yet wei^ 
theyr neveirtheiefs the Woife for Service } whereas 
idhe Bxcellency of tteit Creature confifts not in his 
Fatneis, but his Serviceablenefsin War. No left 
iiriftaken are all fathers that purcbafe neat E- 
ftates ^or their Sons, and ifien omit to beftow the 
&me CaicontbeirPerfonS} by ^i«|i Meant cheir 

Pof- 
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^dieifibAs will be tiioie:V2hi*4 than themfebtti;! 
^bereas^on the comnury, a Man oQ]t|bti al way* 
to be more efieem'd than hisLancb. /Whafipevit 
chettfore breeds his Cbildxea weU^ ^m llMl 
tnuch) though he leaves .chem Iktk^ TheCdndii 
tion of the Mind is alone to be refpe^ed. Good 
Men require only what is fufficiehr T*~ Bad ewf 
thirft after Excbf^ Slupjslr row Chyd*s Neceffi^ 
ties, and being welf educated he MfiH defpife ftt« 
terflousPlenty. Far'fwcl. 
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Socrates ti Xenophon ; ^frwing bis Exfm 

JitiM into A(iA. 

IHear you ate at tbthis^ and that Tfromm ik 
gone before you to the Ailiftan<% qK Cynu ]A 
jAfiu. The Gods only know whetbw yKWW Hke^^ 
figns will profper, or not. As for* tbcu^^'^MM^ 
fome among them exdaim highly againft^ yVKti 
Expedition^ as thinking it improper they ftoiM 
aflift a Prince whofided with the JL4^/fiMiiii^i»i,an(l 
fight for bim that fought againft them;^. For mfi 
Parti I cannot much wondfif at thefe; 84fie(9JoiMi 
of theirs^ fince their Slate bdngichangoir 'til 
NaturaUofuppoici that fomeof Adm wouldaCtf 
Gufe you. of Temporizingi Tho greae^ yoat 
Suceds .is, the greater rauft jm expod: wtil^bc 
their Galusmiefi. This I ImoW' fof «»rrainica| 
being throughly acquainted with the Difpttfkfofll 
of many of them. Do yeu^ hdweVett approve 
your fclf an honeft Man j and fince you have un- 
dertaken this Expedition i proceed in it with ail 
Ghearfuiiutft and Integrity^ Do you call to mind* 

that 
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that above all Things you ought hoc to difcredif 
four Family* Two Qualities are abfolutely necef^ 
toy in a Warriour: Cburage vrill make you 
ftar^d of yout Enemies 2 and Bduinty procure you 
die Love of your Friends. Farewell 






LETTER CXL 

fbe fame to King* * * *, ih Defsnce of hii 

Daemon. 

I Do not mtiich wdhder you fhotfld ^\re no Cre^ 
dit to what I have delivered cpncerning my 
DM9$k i i have niet with many a-like incredu^ 
loos. The Delians did not believe me , when I 
lallied out of their City with them to fight the 




hagdmyDi 

ind many of them were angry that I trifled away 
ta&i pretiious lime. However> fome were pre- 
vailed upon to follow me, and we got iafe Home 
by another Road ^ whereas thofe that obftinately 
perfifted to continue the fame R/mte , fell into an 
Ambufcade of Horfe, who (lew them all. The 
Perfon that brought this News was dangeroufly 
Wounded, and efcapcd only by Means of hu 
Shidd. This I take to be the Gift of Prefcience, 

for which I Ml only beholden to my Dsmon. 
F^rcwd. 
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LETTER CXII. 

The gnat Athenian Orator^ and Moral pb/far 
Jbpher Ifocrates, to his Friend t>emonici|S^ 
advijwg him hew ti hehavi^frifelf in this 
Life. 

'E are all Icnfible the iOpinioni of good 
an4 b^d Men, differ rnuch, and in n7aAy 
Things, efpecially in Matters ofFriendfhip and 
Converfation* The latter will only value you 
when prefent ; whereas the former always ftieijr 
the ^me Refpcfi for their Friends, tho* they be 
never fo remote from them. Likewife the Frkii^* 
iliipof thefe lafts to perpetuity, whilft that of H^ 
ptncrs vani/hes, as foon as profefs*d. Judging 
therefore it would be more proper for fuchaa 
thirft after Wifdom and Glory to hearken to tfaie 
Virtuous than Vicious, I haVe dctermip'd to {cn4 
you this Letter as well to confirm thpFriend&ip 
betwixt us, a^ to revive the Memory of that loqg 
Familiarity, which was between your Father ai)^- 
me, Hnce it is but jrtaiSbnable a Son ihould fucce^ 
to his Father^s Fridids, as well as to his Eftacc/^ 
Thofe that inftrud Youth how thc;y fliould fpealt^ 
certainly do well, but thofe that teach them how^ 
to liv^e,. undoubtedly dp better J For; the former 
only direft the Tongue , whereas the latter re,- 
form the Mind. As for the firft i 1 fliall at pre- 
fent omit giving yon Rules for Difcourfe, and« 
confine itiy feljfi virhplly.toinflruSing you hovr 
you ought to live, (hewing what you are to a- 
void, what to feek, and with whom you are to 
converfe* Vcrtuc is certainly the mofl Noble 

T and 
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and fecure Poffeflion a Man can haVe. Beauty id 
worn out by Time, or impaired by Sickncfs. 
Riches lead Youth rather to Deftrudlion than 
Welfare, attd without Prudence are foon lavifh^d 
avray . While Virtue alone, the only Good that 
is ever durable^ always remains with thePerfon 
that has onCe entertained her. She is preferable both 
to Wealth and a Noble Extra6tion, Sloth being 
ever efteemed Blameable, and Labour Honoura^ 
^blc and Praife* worthy. Why elfe was MenuUs fo 
' much cocnmended, or Thefeus fo highly valued by 
his Pofterity. But confidering the good Life of 
•the honeft Man your Father, you need go no far-* 
ther than your own Family, for an Example ro 
fquarcyourAfflottsby. His fingic Pattern will 
difplay morc^ Gondu£l than all the Doflrine I can 
. preach to you, Whilft he liv^d, he paid the grea* 
% teft Deference to Virtue, nor ever fuffer*d him- 
self to be overcome by Eafe and Idknefs. He ra- 
ndier continuity devoted his. M^e to Labour and 
ixercife, whereby his Bc^igrew more Robuftn 
jttfd Mind more E^ven^sr He never fought af- 
ti^ more RicheSj^ thih^^^e neceflary for his or- 
diiaary 'Support, Shd ufBt^ofc hi^fcd with 
Tuieii Ailqd^ as if h^ KWk)nIy R^prd to Im- 
niortam^^^ not a Mechanick in his Way 

'^tivif^ the* in his Profeffion j but liv'd like a 
Gentleman, always endeavouring to be as Ser* 
viceable to his Friends as he could, ever fetting a 
greater Value upon Vcrtuous Perfons, than his 
Parents. But I mould never have done, fhould E 
proceed to relate all the comtnendableCuftoms of 
that Great Man. I (hall therefore referve what 
is farther to be faid for another Occafion, where 
it maybe more proper to fpeak of him. My pre- 
fcnt Purpofe was only to let you know by the By 
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>)(^hat a good Man you had to your Father. By bis 
Life you ought to regulate your own, taking a 
Pattern of your Proceedings from his Praflkicc, 
which you are no lefs acquainted with than ;I 
Can be. NcvertheleCs to acquit my (elf of the 
Duty of a Friend^ I have determined to prefenc 
you with the following In(lru£tions. 

1'. Shew your felf at all times Religious toward* 
itne Gods y . and that not only by Oblations atldi 
Sacrifices j but alfo with Vows and Prayers, that 
you may be faid both to employ your Wealth 
well, and to fatisfie the World of your Faith, 

2. Always Honour the Gods, that you may not 
only be efteem*d devout, but likewifc obedient to 
the Laws. 

/ J, Behave your fclf fo to your Parents, as yotf 
Would have your Children do to you, when yoa 
fhall have any. 

4. Exercifeyour Body frequently, that you may 
thereby become robuft and healthy/ 

5. Be not immoderate in Mirth, aor over^for^ 
Ward in Talking, the one proceeding fi^m FoUy^ 
and the other from Prefumption. 

6. What is improper to be done, doyott efteem 
improper to be laid. 

7. Do not put on a Melancholy Air, fbi feair 
Men take it for a Token of Ignorance. 

8. Do not think to conceal an ill Ad, fortho* 
iio Body (hould come to know it otherwife, ycc 
will your Confcience difcover it in your Face. 

9. Fear the Gods, honour your Parents, re- 
fpe£ii your Friends, and obey the L^ws. 

,10. Partake only of Virtuous Recreations, for 
as thefc divert, the contrary hurr. 

1 1 . Avoid giving Occalion for Calumny, if 
poITible, tho* never fo improbable, becaufe the 

T ^ Majo- 
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Majority of Mcn^ not knowing the Truth, are apt 
10 be governed by Opinion. 

12. Do every thing as if every Body faw yocr, 
for tho' you have a Mind to conceal any thing, 
• yet will it at length come to bfe known. 

13. You will always be valued, if you do no- 
thing that you (bould blame in oihers. 

14. It is as difcommendable a 1 hing to refufe 
Inftru£tion, as a Prefcnt frdm a Friend, 

1 5. Employ your f ime in improving your (elf 
by other Mens Documents ; fo (hall yon came 
ea(ily by what others have laboured hard for. 

id. Prefer Knowledge 10 Weahh, for the one 
!s tranfitwy, and the other perpetual. 

17. Do not grudge travelling intodiftant Coun* 
: tried fof Knowledge , when the Merchant docs 

the like after Gain. 

18. Be Affable in your Addrefs, and InofFcn* 
'^jfive in your Behaviour. 

19. Be couricous to every prte, but converfe 
chiefly witli good Mefi \ fo Hiall you fi^uAtate the 

Calumnies or the Bad, and acquire the Favour of' 
the Good. 

io. Da not always keep Company with the 
iame Perfons, nor difcourfe ftiil on the fame Sub- 
jefl? for the beft Things at length groijv tedious. 

a I. Accuftomyour felf to bear with Misfor- 
tunes^ that you may be able to do fo when you 
are obliged to it. 

22. Be more careful of keeping your Word 
than your Money, it being not a little commen- 
dable for a Man tobehave himfelf fo that he majr 
be trufted as much on Account of iiis Honefty, as 
his Bond. 

t J. Tell ycmr Secret to no Body, unlefs where 
It is as beneficial to him that hears it, as to you that 
difcover it< 14.. Neve* 
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14. Never engage in Friendfhip wich any one, 
till you knoA' how he has dealt by his other 
Friends. V * 

15. Do not b€ over-hafty in dccJaring your 
felf a Friend, but when you have once done fb/ 
perftvere in your Friendfhip , for it is equally a$; 
unrepurable to change ones Friends often, as to 
have none at all. ■ 

16. TomakeTryalof your Friends, commn-* 
nicate to them what you would have divulgeJ/ 
for if theyreve^l ihat,no damage will acrue to you,, 
and if they conceal it , you have the Satisfa^ion 
youdefir'd. 

27. Always prevent your Friends NeceflBties, 
by tupplying them before they (hall ask. 

zS. Efleem it no lefs a Misfortune to be ouN 
done by your Friends Benefits, than your Enemies' 
Injuries. 

19. Admit into your Friendfhip not only thoib^ 
that lament your Adverfity, but likcwife thpfc 
that en\7 your Profperity, becaufe the former' 
many times turn to the latter. 

30. Talk often of your abfent Frienj^s in Coffin 
pany qf thofe that are prefent j to the End ihty^ 
may think they (hall be well fpoken of upon tbtf 
femeOccafion, 

31. Not only endeayojir to getRich«, but to 
enjoy them wben you have done, for 10 the for- 
mer Cafe, you'll have the pleafttre of heaping 
them up, and in the latter of ufing them. 

}i. Never lormeoc your felf with repining .s» 
your Condition, be it what it will -^ bui ratbei^ 
do alt you can td better it. 

$3. Nevej^ reproach any Man^ Nfisfortane^ 
becaufe Fortune is common to us a^l 1, 9^d mc^ 
^dy knQ ws vvh^t he xmy come t<K 
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54. Always relieve good Men j but he that is 
diaritable to the Bad, beftovrs Favours upon Dogs^ 
fhat v^ill bark even at their Benefa^ors. 
: jfj. Be not grave in flight Matters, nor flight 
10 grave, bocaufcall that is out of Seafon is Im- 
pertinent. 

o 3d. Be careful how you behave your felf in 
Drink, and always rife before you are fuddled ^ 
for^bcn the Mind is once over-charg'd virith 
Wine , it is like a Horfe that over-throws its 
Rider- 

-37. When you have a mirKJ to gain any Man's 
Friendfliip, fpeak well of him, to the End it may 
come to his Hearing. 

38. The beginning ofFriendfbipisPraife, and 
of Enmity Detraction. 

' 39. When you are about to do any thing, 
have Regard to what's pad, which will give you 
a great lighr into what's to come. 
' 40. Be not over-hafty in your Deliberations ^ 
hue when you have once determined a Thing, be 
fure to perfevere in it. 

41. Happinefs is the greateft Blefling that caq 
come from Heaven, and good Counfel that which 
comes from qui felves. 

41. When you have not Courage to begin an 
Attempt, confer firft with your Friend in the third 
Perfon, fo ifaall you have his Opinion, without 
difeaverjng your felf. 

43. Wheji you are determined to advife with 
jmy one ^ about doing any thing , consider 
firit how he has behav'd himfelf in his own Af^ 
fairs, for it is unlikely he will be able to goun- 
fe| you well, when he could not 4o fo to him- 
fcl£ 
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44. Nothing can fpur a Man on more to take 
Care of himfelf, than the Confideraiion of Loft 
fes he has fuftaipM by his Indifcretion, for we 
ftould not be fo dcfirous of Health, were it not 
for thelncommodities of Sicknefs. 

45r. Always confurm to the Manners of your 
Prince, whereby you'll fecure his Favour , an^ 
confequently have greater Authority with ihb 
People. 

4(5. When you fhall be promoted to any Poft, 
never advife with bad Men, that arc your Infc* 
riors, for if you do, you'll be fare to bear all the 
BUme of their Counfel. 

47. Lay down a Publick Charge, rather with 
Reputation, than Riches j ever confidering, that 
a %ood Name is at all Times preferable to a goo4 
Eftate, 

48. Endeavour to get 9 Superiority , and yet 
ppntent your felf with an Equality. 

49. 'Tis better to be a poor good Man, than a 
rich Knave j fpr Riches are only of Ufe to the Li- 
ving J and Vertue is of much greater Service CQ 
the Deaf]* 

5:0. Do not envy tbofe that enrifh themfelves 
unlawfully 3 but rather thofe that ruin themfelve;^ 
by doing Good y for though the(e laft have no- 
thing elfe to rely upon, ye( will they AUl hgvf 
Yirtuou? Hopes. 

51. Enure your Body to Labour, and you^ 
Mind to Thought ; fo fli^l you be able to efte^ 
whatever you undertake, an4 (Q forefee whaf 
will be moift Beneiic|al to you. 

5[ 1. Cohfider well what yoi; have to do, bo« 

B# ^WP«8 lb? Topgue forcl^aljs jhcMioi 
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53. RcflcS that there is nothing permanent in 
this World ; and then you will neither be over- 
joy'd at Profperity, nor dejcfiled in Adverfity. 

54. Take only t wo Occafioiis of fpeaking.eithe^^ 
of thofe Things you are wett acquainted with, or 
of thofc you ft and in need of; for of alt others,' 
'tis for the napft Part better to hold one's Tongue, 
than to talk. 

55:. Enjoy good Things moderately, and bear 
v^ith Bad patiently. • 

5 (J. Endeavour to be as fecret as you can, for 
it would be abfurd to keep your Money locked 
up, and let every Body know your Intentions. 

57. Ever apprehend Reproach, more than Dan- 
ger! 

J 8. Deatb is a frightful Thing to wicked Men, 
bat the Virtuous need only ftand in awe pf Dif- 
honour and Ignominy. 

^5^, Live always as fecurely as you can, but if 
Honour cajls you to rifquc your Life,*tis better to 
light bravcly,than to avoid it ihamefully,efpecially 
confidering We are all born to die, and virtuous 
People have only the Privilege to die well. / 

Do not wonder, dear DemomcuSf that many of 
the foregoing Precepts, fuit not with your Years. 
1 at firft determined not only to Counfel you for 
theprefcnt,but to leave you InftruSiohs for the fu^. 
ture, which I doubt not you*Il foon be able tq 
irelifli. Not being willing that yon fhould hav^ 
Recourfe to any other Mafter, I took Care to in^- 
fert at once all that I thought inight be ufeful to 
you. Though Youth, likefick People, be gene- 
rally apt toderire what is hurtful for them, y^tlt 
thank the Gods, I have Reafon to conceive ano- 
ther Opiniqp of you. I an cafily perceive by 
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your Studies, what your future Life vrill be, for he 
that fo early can apply hiinfelf to Vertue, muft of 
Confequence delight in the Rules thar lead him 
to it. There's no better Incentive to commen- 
dable Aflions, than Confideration of what Con- 
tent they bring: whcreas,on the contrary, Sloth 
and Luxury bdRi tire and dilguft us. ^ Virtue a- 
lone can occafion a durable Delight. I cannoc 
fay, but that Vice has its Pleafure in the bcgikining^ 
yet Grief and Repentance foonfucceed, and what 
at firft^was a SatisfaAion becomes at laft aTormenr. 
In all Affairs of this Life we have more Regard 
to the End, than Beginning, and ludge of every 
thing by its Evchtr Tou may alfo conlider, that 
wicked Men have no Conftanqy in their Pro* 
ceedings, whereas Virtuous Perfons cannot alter 
their Courfb without expofing themfelves to the 
greateft Infamy, for what is looked upon as un-i 
natural in the former, will be reputed Monftrous 
in the latter, if we blame Lyars for uttering Fal- 
iitics , much greater Reafon have we to do 
thofe that have all their Manners irregular, for 
t^ey not only do Injury to theilifelves, but like- 
wife prove ungratefol to Fortune, who has b!ef> 
fed them with Riches and Honour. Moreover, 
if we have Regard to the Immortal Oods , we 
may fee what Difference they have ahvays put 
between Virtue and Vice. Jutiur thai begot 
both Hercules and Tantalus^ raifea the one to Im- 
mortality for his Vertuc, and feverely punifh'4 
the other for his Wickednefs. Thcfe Examples 
muft needs induce us to abhor Vice and love Vir- 
tue. To conclude therefore, dear Demmicus^ \ 
do not defireyou ihould confine your ielf whot^ 
ly to rtiy Pi^ecepts: You have many great Poets, 
that willirrftruA you how to live; and as the Bee 

i ^. '.. flycs, 
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flyes from Flower to Flower, and takes from each 
what is proper for its Purpofe, fo do I advife you 
%o infpe£t all the Manners and Writings of Man- 
]dn4 to form the Condu£t of your Life. Farewel, 



LETTER CXm, 

Sooates to King Ochus , refufing his kind 
Proffers^ and for uhat Reajan. 

m 

YOU proflfer me Part of your Kingdom, and 
invite me to it, but that not fo much tq 
Hiare with you in the Government as to govern 
both your Subjects, aid your fetf. For my Part, 
Lord Ocbus^l have never yet known how to com^ 
snand, and would no more undertake fuch a 
Tadc, than pretend to play at Dice without ever 
being taught. If others were of the fame mind, 
vc ihould doubtlefshave fewer Troubles than we 
lave^ whereas now the Confidence of thofe that 
arc Ignorant exceeds the Ability of fuch as are 
Skilful* HcQce it comes that Fortune is made 
yet greater than (he really is by thefe Men whofe 
FoUy encreafes her Power. Bciides, I know well 
that more Honour and Efteem is due to a King^ 
than a private Perfon, and as I had rather go a 
Foot 9 than ride without Skill to manage my 
liorfe, fo fhall I never take Care to guUd m^ 
Pays with Glorioles A$i£tioQS^ Fajrewel. 
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LETTER CXIV. 

Cicero to Caelius Rufus ; acquainting him hm 
he chain d the Title of Imperator. 

T Cannot be perfuaded you have not written tQ 



me^ upon your being dcclai^d Curuk 

inafmuch as you were eleded with fo much 
grace to you know who, and fo much Joy to all 
your Friends* However, notwithftanding this 
happy Creation, which fo delighed my Heart, I 
have not heard one Word from you fihce, which 
makes me to fear your Letters may have mifcar- 
tied, as well as mine. For my Part, I aflure yoa 
I never wrote a Packet Home, but you had an 
Epiftle enclofed ; neither could I have done other- 
wife, the whole World being not able to afford 
tne a dearer and better Friena than your fel£ Be 
more careful for the future how you fend your 
Letters, fince the Perfon you write to, may xkk 
only meet with a Difappointn^ient, but a great 
DiffatisfaftioQ in not hearing from you. As tQ 
Matters concerning me, behold , Calims^ how i( 
falls out } I ihall gain a Triumph without ^<ar 
joining Battel with the Vartbians^ w^pfe Power 
you doubted was far fuperior to mine j but yoa 
ihould have conceiv*d, at the fame time, that as 
foon as I heard of their Approaches, and confider- 
ed my own Weaknefs, I would retire to foinc 
Poft w Advantage^ which I did to the Mountain 
Amanm^ that parts my Province of Ci/ia#, ftcm 
that of Sjrisy governed by Bikulm. The Moun- 
t^noufi Peofde no fooner fiiw me, though the; 
knew m only by f'awe, \\m they w ^ o^Ut 

'• ■ ■ h 
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h tlnf that CicerO "who deliver d Rome from th$ 
Cwf piracy of'Cataline, and to Ti^hcm the Senate de- 
creed fo^reat Honours ? Lit us Worjhif him .' Let 
m fTorfhip him ! I avoided their Superftition, anci 
bid chem pay their Adoration to the Gods , for 
that I was but a Mortal. Cajfmsy to mj great 
SitisfafUon, has vidorioufly driven the Enem^ 
£roiQ the Siege of Antioeby and I have been a 
great while 61 purfuit of fome Rebels in thefe 
Mountains, Part of which have been flain, Pare 
taken, and the reft are fled, of whom, neverthe- 
Ms I doubt not but to give a good Acoount fpee^ 
dWy. They had a few ftrong Places, which fur- 
prizi]:^, we took and fet onfire. This Succefs, 
thou^ not hitherto compleat, has however oc« 
Otfiofiedthe Army %o falute mtlmferator^ accor- 
£ng to Cuftom. I received this Honour before 
|fbir^ the Place, where I (uppofe Clitarchus has 
already inform*d you, Alexander the Oreat for-* 
inerly vanquiih'd Darim. Soon after I con- 
dnned my March againft the aforefaid Rebels, 
who had done much Damage to my Province 3 
hat being not able to meet with them, I fat down 
before an exceeding ftrong Town caird PinJe- 
mjjus^ which I have invefted thefe five and twen-* 
tf Days, and do not much queftion but to take 
it, whereof, as foon as accomplifh'd, I 0^11 not 
£di to acquaint the Senate. Thefe Circumftances^ 
dcarC^/iiw, I thought fit to let you know to en- 
liven thofe Hopes you feem to have of my Sue- 
Cefs. But to return to the Partbiansy though we 
have done well enough hitherto with them, yet 
by Reafon all Events are doubtful, I defire to be 
releafed from my Command, which if you can^ 
not procure on my Behalf, Noble Rt(fits, endea- 
vour at. kaft that it may oot bp protong*^. A^ 
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for what remains, 1 dcfirc a frequent Corrcfpon- 
dencc with you about all Affairs^ whether paft 
or prcfent. Farewel. 



LETTER CXV. 

SerVius Sulpitius to Gicerb ; comforth^ him 
upon the Death Hj his Daughter^ 



m 

m I 

FO R the Death of your Daughter tJliM^^ I 
was as truly forrowful as became me ; mi 
had I bei^n prefent when that difmal Accident \ta^ 
fel you, I fliould have lamented fo much,that with 
your own Eyes you might have read my Con^ 
cern : But this bein^ a Common Calamity, to 
which we are all Subject, I (hall now rather cbufe 
to debate with you theReafon of your Grief, than 
endeavour to promote it. For what End thai 
fhould you (b exceedingly lament the Lofk of 
your TuBia ? Are not we all liable to the Incon* 
ftancy of Fortune ? She has alre^y deprived m 
of all we ought to efteem^ no kfk dear, than our 
Children ? Why then fiiould the Death' of tb^ 
affli£t us ? Do ydu lament the Lois pf TuBia^ he* 
caufe ffac is dead ? Yes, I know you do: BcKtbm 
you do not confider , that it were much better 
for her to die now, than when (hehad tbedres 
of the World more upon her ? But why ihouid 
Ihe have defired a> longer Life f For what Purpole ? 
Upon what Hopes i To marry anodier young 
Man, equal with her in Quality, to fee her Chil« 
dren auain to a fiooriihing Eftate, and arrive 
fuccefsfttUy as Honour and Grandeur. Thefeior' 
deed wcK Bkfling^ were they not ordinarily (o 

acconvi 



flccompanied with Cares and Troubles.* Oh ! but 
.Vou*ll (ay, the Lo& of a Child fits neareft the 
He^t. Truej but though this may be called a 
iii£sformne ; yet are there thofc that are much 
trorfe. ril tell you a Paflage, which, not long 
fince, gave me a great deal of Comfort, in Hopes 
that it may aiford you the like. Sailing from 
«^MM towards A^^r^, in my Return out of 
Afia^ I happen*d, on a fudden, to caft my Eyes a- 
oout*: Behind me lay Qy£ginay htforc Megara^ on 
my Right Hand Pvraeus^ and on my Left Corinth^ 
all four formerly famous Cities ; but now all de- 
folate Wild demoli(h*d. Hereupon I made this 
RefkAioh : Do v>e f9or wretched Mortals ( quoth 
t) fi itffliB and ferment our felves for lojing and 
IPriend , when we fee fo fnany fair Cities comd not 
ivitbfiand the Force of Time ? Therefore may I fay 
to you, Cicero , Do you fo much lament the Expiring 
iftmo fAhf Woman s Breath i when both the Empire 
and Provinces lye wafie ? Coniider with thy 
fij f, Marcus^ that if thy Daughter had not now 
died (he muft of Ncceffity have done fo eVe long. 
Alas/ Baniih this Paffion from thy Breaft, and ra^ 
fher recal to thy Mind Things that are mdre wor- 
thy of thee 5 wt,. That thy Daughter liv'd as long 
ae was requiiite, and that in the moft flourifliing 
Eftate of thie Common wealth j That flie faw her 
Father Trator^ Conful^ Augur^ and Imperator j That 
Ac had been married to one of the nobleft young 
Men in Rome^ enjoyed all the Pleafures of her 
Timej and, in a Word, that ftc at length died at 
the very Inftant, wherein the Commonwealth it 
fclf fail d. Confider therefore, that neither ffie 
aor you have any Reafon to complain of Fortune. 
Moreover, remember that you are the fame Ci- 

wo that was wont to pcrfuadc abd comfort others; 

therefore 
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therefore ovght, by no Means , to grudge yout 
felf the Satisfaction of being comforted. Do not 
you imitate thofeToolifli Phyficians, who, while 
they pretend to heal other Mend Maladies, cannot 
Cure their own. Rather have Recourfe to the 
fame Remedies you have fo often faccefifuUy 
experienced. There is no Grief, but what length 
of Time can leflen : Yet ought not you to w»it 
for that Time, but rather to foreftal it l^ your 
Prudence« If it be true, that the Soul is Immortal, 
then TuBiay queftionlefs, out of the Love fte bofte 
you, and the AfFe^ion ihe always had for yaot 
Friends, would not have you to commit this Er« 
ror. Refufe not therefore this Satisfa£tioo CO yoitf 
Daughter's Soul : Refofe it not to your Friaidf^ 
who almoft die to fee you Grieve j nor to your 
Country, who lament every Tear you ilied« Take 
Care you do not occafion a Publick Oafure, 
that you are more concerned at your Daog^tcr't 
Death, than the Calamities of the Common- 
wealth. ^ I am aihamM to write any more npofi 
this Subject, left I feem diffident of yoxix Wifiom^ 
We have long experienced vour prudent CoddaCI 
in Profperity ; let us now lee you are able to be-> 
have your felf, no lefs commendably in Adveritcy« 
As for what has lately happen'd in thefe Parti« 
when I hear your Mind is wholly Calm « i wflt 
give you aa Accotint of it« Farewel. 
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Letter .cxvi. 

* 

dicero*s Anfwer. 

I Could wifli with all my Heart, My Dear Set- 
vwsy you had been in Rome^ when thi^ 
grievous Accident befel me, for fince I have had 
. fiy great Gonfolation from your Lc^tter, I cannot 
(uiq;xifei but your Perfon would have been much 
snore comfortable to me; You have laid before 
me fuchReafons as are almoft fingly fufficient to 
aflwagemy Grief j ytx do not your Words only 
diear me, and Fellow-feeling ^ppott me : Your 
Authority alfo turns to my Relief ^ for methinks 
i am afham*d of not being able to bear AfHlftions 
with that Fortitude of Mind, which your great 
Wifdom thinks fit I fliould« Sometimes I am fo 
over-whelmed with S^rrotv, that I can ho ways 
refift it, as wanting tbofe Comforts^ which others 
.in like Cafes have enjoyed. StfiHtus Maximus^ 
. Lucius Taulus^ and Marcus Cato^ though they had 
-all loft Sons of great Worth, yet then the Comt- 
sion wealth was in that flourifhing Conditioji, 
that ihe eafily retompenced their Sufferings with 
equivalent Honours and Employments. But now 
no other Comfort remains for me, than that 
tirhich Death has deprived me of. I have long 
loft ail thofe Ornaments which you recount, and 
which I, with many painful Endeavours, have 
purchafed. My Mind is now no more bufied 
with managing the Commonwealth, or my CIi« 
ents Suits. I am not able now to plead a Caufe 
nor counfel the Senate. In Tullia alone, I am 
bereft of all chc Fn«ks both of my L;d}ours and 

For* 
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i'ortunes. Buc^ on the other Hand, while I 
confider thiis Misfortune hsis hot happh)*d to me 
alone, but extended it fdf to you and all my 
true Friends, then do I begin to be patient, as 
knowing whither to fly, and where to repofc 
me. In your Bofom will I unload my Melan* 
choly Thoughts , and expel the Vapours from 
my Mind by the Brightnels of your Conver- 
(ation : Yet now does this new Wound 
make my old Ones to bleed afrefh , which I 
looked upon to be long (ince healed. When I 
was heretofore bani/h*d the Commonwealtbt 
I found Cobifbrt in my own Family j but nowi 
alas I I have no fuch Jfylum to have Recourfe 
to. Death has now deprived me of ail fuch 
Confolation, in taking away my Wife and my 
Daughter. Thus I have loft all> both Publick 
and Private Comforts, having nothing left, but 
the G>Dver(ation of Friends to prop me from 
finking into my Grave. This makes me' the 
more eameft in defiring that your Return may 
be fpeedy. Letteirs fignifie little in Refpe£i: of 
that Benefit which Learned Coaverfation affords* 
*Ti$ for this Reafon I requeft to fee you out of 
Hand, and the rather that we may confult toge* 
(her before it be too late, how to frame our 
felves to the Humour of one Man, to whom 
wc are now all Subjed. ^ Farewel* 
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LETTER CXVtt. 

Brutus jir^Caffius, to Mark Anthony % in 
Vindication oj their Murthering Casfari 

WE have tead your Letters^ much of a Piece 
with your Edi&iOutragious, Threatning 
and Unworthy both your felf and us. Mark An- 
thony^ we have no wayft injured yoU) neither 
could we have thought you would have won- 
ted chat as Trators and Men of Quality^ we 
fiiould demand any thing of the Ctnful : Yet tho* 
yo\x take it ill^nd we were fo bold as to do ic,givc 
us leave to admire, that you ihould think much 
to vouchfafe this Favour to Brutus and Cafms. 
Whereas you fay, you complain'd not of out 
l.ev]ang Soldiers, Impofing Tribute, Mufiering 
Armies, and fending Meflcngers beyond Sea, we 
eafily believe you^nevenheleis confefs not that ever 
we did any of thefe Things, We rather wonder, 
that having concealed thete Matters your felf, you 
could not fupprefs your Choler , which has (b 
far tranfported you as to make you caft in our 
Teeth the Death of Cafar. How that can be de- 
fended, i leave you to imagine. What the Pr/c- 
i9fs have done to maintain their Liberty and Pro- 
perty, hy Way of Edidl, is no fafEcient Caufe 
lor the Conful to threaten them with Arms. It 
matters little you fliould go about to frighten us, 
neither is it probable we, on any Account what- 
ever, would be frighted. Mark Anthony does iV, 
in endeavouring to enflave thole very Perfons by 
whom hehimfelf and the whole Commonwealth 
kas obtained Freedom . If we were any Wavs 

encllyd 
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cnclinM f o raife a Civil War, your Letters couJfl 
be of no EfFeft, fince rcfolute Pcrfons that prefer 
their Liberty to all Things, have little Regard to 
Threats. One would think you fliould knoW 
that we cannot eafily be provoked j yet perhaps 
you believe, what we do out of Choice, rneerly 
proceeds from Fear. However , our Defire is, 
that as long as the Commonwealth taay be free, 
you fliould therein enjoy both Honour and Granf- 
deur. Our Intentions are not to be at any Eti- 
mity with you, yet you muft give us leave to 
make more account of our own Liberty , thsjh 
your Amity. Coniider well what Enterprize yoh 
are about to undertake, and what Force yda 
have to fupport it. Think not how long Cafar 
lived, but how little he reigned. We beg of the 
Gods that your Proceedings may be Beneficial 
to the Commonwealth, and if otherwife we like- 
wife pray that they may nor be too prejudicial (o 
yourfclf. Farewel. 



LETTER CXVIll. 

Cicero to Lucius Lucceius, an Hifto* ian^ ^»^ 
treating him to mite of his Anions. . 

I Have determined to break my Mind to you 
by Way of Letter, which cannot blufh, fince 
I never durft do fo when prefcot in Perfon, and 
that through a certain innate Modefty, or I might 
better fay Rudenefs. I have long had a wonder- 
ful Inclination, and,unlefs I am deceived, acorn- 
mendabk one lOOj that you (hou Id celebrate my 
Fame among yoar other Writinjjs , which tho' 

V 1 you 
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you have often offered me to do, yet now you 
muft pardon me, if I follicice you to it j for I 
am exceeding defirous of having myAtchieve- 
mats tranfmitted to Poftef ity by your Pen. This 
I would have you to do, not only becaufe I hope 
chat thereby Death it felf iha)l not be able to ex* 
tinguifh the Refpe£t due to my Name, but iike« 
wife, that, while living, I may enjoy that Repu- 
tation which (hall accrue from your Teftimonv^ 
i4ow, though I know you have already finifh'd 
both the Foreign and Civil Wars, and have in- 
terweav*d my Hiftoiy with them, yet am I far- 
ther defirous that you (hould write my Tran(a6li- 
opsa-part, as among the Graeiam^Cdllfihems has 
done thofc of the Trojan War, Ttmaus thofe of 
Vjrrbus^ and Volybius thofc of Numantla. Per-* 

baps this may contribute little to my Renown, 
yet I am fatisfied your Genius will have a larger 
&opc to fliew it felf in, by writing the Life of 
one Man, than relating the Actions of many. 
While I foilicite this Favour of you, Lucius^ 1 am 
confcious of my great Want of Confiderationj 
in impofing fuch a Task on one that is fo conti- 
BOally employed on better Things, and in impor- 
tuning a Perion to praife me, that it may be has 
HO Opinion of my Merit.. But having once be* 
^un lo exceed the Bounds of Modtfty *tis ufual to 
lay afideall Bafhfulnefs. I therefore entreat, nay, 
I require you, to fet the beft Luftre on my Anions, 
even though they do not defcrve it, and rather to 
ftrike in with my Friendship, than abide either 
by Truth or the Laws of Hiftory. Neither, 
^do I promife my felf, is this a. Subjefik that fliall 
any Ways be ungrateful to you/or beginning with 
the Confoiracy of Catiline^ and proceeding to my 
Kfturn from Baniffiment, you will meet with 

fuch 
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fuch Variety of Accidents, as mayfufficlcntly en* 
able you to compile a cppfiderable Volume, 
Herein you may difplay the Origin of our Civil 
Difcords , and prefcribe Rem^ies for future 
Evils, ever difcommending what is blameabie^ 
and praifing whatever occurs that is commenda- 
ble. Likewife, if you (hall think fit to write 
with your wonted Freedom, you may remark 
the many perfidious Praftiqes, Plots and Treachc* 
rics that have, from time to time, been devis'd 
againft me. My continual Misfortunes will pre- 
vail on him to take Notice ot me , whom no- 
thing elfe could move ; and tho* thefe Difafters 
have not been a little irkfom to me, yet will they 
neverthclefsbeapt topleafe and delight their Rea- 
der. Which among us feels not a fecret Pleafurp 
andSatisfodlion in reading the Dtzi\io( Efamlnm^ 
das flain at the Siege of Mantinea^ who being 
mortally wounded, and hearing his Shield wjft; 
fafe, plucked out the Dart , and yiek|ed con- 
tentedly to his Fate ? Who will not give more 
than ordinary Attention to the Flight and Retura 
of Themifiod^i? *ris true, a General Hiftory 
pleafes by its orderly reprefenting Matters , yet 
does a particular Relation of the Variable and 
Doubtful Events of one excellent Man's Life af- 
ford no Icfs Delight. It at once.QIs us with 
Wonder and Ej(;peaation,Joy and Swrow, Hope 
and Fear. Now I cannot think that this Re^ 
qucft of mine can raife any Jealoufie in you thai; 
I go about to flatter you, fince he will ratbcr be 
reputed Envious that admires you not , than a, 
Flatterer that praifcs you. I am neither fo foo-- 
tifli as to defire (0 be celebrated by onethat ihoul4 
not be Kl^ to purchafea panicular Reputation foe 
Wit iwdi Lcamiftg by his Performance. AUxanr 
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der the Great would have none CO paint him but 
4ftlUs^ nor to caxv* him but lyfifftts^ his Rea- 
fon being, that il ey fliould both acquire thereby 
im mortal Reno wr, and himfelf Eternal Remem- 
brance. No lefs Power has Hiftory to tranfmit 
Jr Memories to Pofterity, for Ageplaus^ we fee, 
ftill lives, by Means of Xenopbons Pen, chough be 
would never fuflfer any Statue or Pidture to be 
made of him. By having my Aflions related by 
you, Luciusy I fhall not only have the Advantage 
which Timokon had from Ttm^euss Writing his 
Life, and JhemiftocUs from the like Performance 
of Herodotnsy but likewife have your Reprefenta- 
tion of me confirmed by the great Authority you 
enjoy in the Commonwealth, Alfo 'twill be my 
Fortune in this Cafe not only to hear that fhrill 
Trumpet which jiUxgnJer^ when he came to 5/- 
ganm faid Hower had founded in Honour of ^- 
chilles^ but withal fhall fee the Teftimony of 2, 
great and learned Man concerning me. I like 
that He3ar well, whom Navius brings in rejoy- 
cing, not fo much that he had been praifed, as 
that it had been his good Luck to have it done by 
a Praife-worthy Perlbn. If after all it muft be 
my Misfortune, dear Lucius^ that through Bu(i- 
ne(s or any other Hinderance, you cannot com- 
ply with my Requcft, I am determined to do this 
Office for my felf , and that after the Example of 
many famous Men. But then you know I muft 
write fparingly both of my Excellencies and 
FauItSjOr my Performance will gain me littleeither 
of Ci edit or Authority. I muft imitate herein the 
Grecians ai their Games, who^ though when they 
put the Crowns on others Heads^ they were ac- 
cuftomed to proclaim their Praife^, yet when 
(hcmfclves came to be ClQWDeda^ they introdu* 
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ced a Stranger to pronounce the Harangue , left 
they ihould be guilty of publifbing theil: owa 
Vi^ories. To avoid the like Impofition md 
Confinement, I moft earneftly renew my Suit to 
you to fatisfie my Requeft y and to the end yon 
may not wonder I ufe fo many Words, I muft 
once more inform you , as I did at firft , that I 
would, by all means, have Men to judge of sue 
by your Charafler, and that while hying. I may 
enjoy the Fruits of my Glory. If your Afiaistt 
would give you leave , I fliQu}d be exceeding 
glad of your fpeedy Anfwer ; and if you cati 
comply with my earnefi SoUicitations, I will prey 
pare an Abftra^ of my Life for your peruf^. 
Oblige me with your Confent , and pe|:feyere in 
loving tne. Farewel. 

— — — ■ ■ I — — ^■— y^^pp— * 
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LETTER CXIX. 

Lucius Lucceius to Cicero ; exhertin^ him 
either ta quit his Sorrow or bis SoUtme. 

IF you are well, I am glad j for my Part I re* 
main as ufual, or rather fomethiag worfib. f 
have often enquired after your Health, been tSXk 
defirous to fee you , and always wonder'^d,. as i 
^ow do, how you could continue £9 long cud 
of Rome. The Caufc of this is abfoiutely wh , 
known to me, but if you love Solitude for the 
fake of Writing, after your wonted Cuftom, I fee 
rather Reafon to commend, than blame you, for» 
in thefe troublefom Times, your Mind will cer-- 
^ainly bo more in quiet Abroad than at Hom<^^ 
Beiides, after fo many Agitations of Thought 
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your Soul muft needs gro\^ weary , sfnd defire 
Repofe^ vrhcncc having been long full Fraughc 
with Knowledge, you have the Opportunity of 
fending daily into the World, fome Noble 
Work or other, which, as they greatly delight 
and inftrud: us , fo do they no left augment 
your own Glory. On the other Hand, if the 
Oocafion of yoqr Retirement be to give your 
felf up a Prey to Sorrow and Gri^, I can- 
not but reprehend you. Alas ! what mean 
you ? Will you obftinately negle£t to difcern 
what is moft manifeft and apparent, when you 
arc able, by your Wit, to difcovcr even what 
is moft Secret I Will you not underftand that 
continual Lamenting Signifies nothing ; ind 
that Calamities are rather redouUed , than re^ 
inov*d , by giving Way to them ? But if I 
cannot prevail upon you, by Exhortation, yec 
methinks Qur Mutual Love (hpuld encline you 
to hearken to my Requeft. lentreat you there- 
fore to rid your fcif of your Troubles, ariH to 
return to Rmty to the end we may enjoy each 
other in our common Studies. Two Contrary 
Tbines equally diftraft me ; I would not be burr 
theniom to you with my Admonitions, and 
yet I would have you to give over your per- 
nicious Refolutions, which, however, I fear arc 
too deep rooted. Either take my Advice in the 
one orcontipue to affli£l me with the other. Fare- 
.wck 
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BETTER CXX. 

GcrmanicusV lafi Letter t$ his Wife Agrip^ 
pina, his Children f Relations and Friends ; 
requiring them to revenge his Death. 

IF the common Courfc of Nature hadfnatchM 
me-foibon from my Jgrifpina^my Children, 
my Country and Friends, I fliould have had juft 
Reafen to have complained of the Injuftice of the 
G6ds,for granting me no longer time to alEft the 
former, inftruft the other, and to fetye the latter, 
but fince I fee my felf deprived of Life by the 
Wiles of Vifo, the Witchcraft of his Wife TIm^ 
cinaj and the Treachery of my Enemies, I (hall 
lay alule all Reproaches and Complaints againft 
Heaven, and only defire that my Death may be 
reveng'd. The Pains I feel, are in fome meafiire, 
alleviated by the Hopes I have that Juftice fliali 
be done upon my Murtherers. Reprefent, I be« 
feech ye, to the Emperor, my Father and Undc, 
that after having undergone ail the Injuries ima<- 
ginable , and been perfecuted by a thoufand 
Treacheries, I was hurried out of the World by 
Means fo much the more cruel and tormenting^ 
as they were unmerited , and moft ufijuft. I 
know thofe, who either through AiAUtibn or 
Love were Parti2ans of my Greatnefs, will ac- 
company my Aflie's with Tears of Blood. I ant 
fatisned^ that even they that either envy*d my 
Rife or feared my Valour, would have facrificed 
their Snakes for my Safety. In a Word, Tm fen- 
iible that adl the World will pity my Misfortune, 
^ becoming a Vi^im to the BaicncU of a wicked 

Man, 
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Man , and the Villanies of a vile Woman. Ju- 
ftice therefore, the fevercft Juftice I require at 
the Hands of the moft Juft Seftate. Friends are 
not fo much obliged to lament over the Corps of 
their decealed Relation or Companion, for that 
i^re bat vain and fruitlefs, as to keep in tbeii; 
Memories his laft Commands , and to fee them 
accordingly executed. Tears Germanicus fhalt 
never want. He (hall be wept over, even by 
chofe that never knew him, and only beard of him 
hjf Fame. Your Bufinefe it is to fee my £>each re- 
vcDg*d : To you it belongs to get my Murtherers 
punKhed, if ye would not have the World to 
chink that \ft had a greater Value for my For- 
ttme, than Perfon. I have not fo mean an Opi« 
moo of my Friends as to require only Tears from 
them i Thofe you fee I can have from the grea- 
left Strangers. Revenge is what J ask j Juftice is 
the Thing I defire. Should I not fhow an Incli- 
nation to have my Innocence vindicated by the 
ilheddine of their Blood that wrought my Ruine^ 
I ihould tacitly own a Guilt and Deiert of 
what I had fuffered. But while I thus preach 
iip Revenge^ I muft Confefs Mercy would bet* 
ter beconxe me, as bcft fuiting with the Mag- 
nanimity and Grandeur of a Great Man. Many 
. Princes have received thofe again into Favour, 
who had been cpnvidted of Plotting againft theiv 
Lives. iTet can Germanicm never forgive an In-* 
jury he has never merited. He would be an E- 
nemy to his Country if he pardon'd thofe that 
had fo greatly injured them by his Death. But 
what (ignifies Revenge to mc ( The executing a 
Murtherer could never vet reftore him to Life 
that had been murther d. M my Concern is 

fbr you and. my Coum)7« ^W my Pact I am 

- loft 
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loft to the World. You will all certainly furvive 
me, therefore, if fuch Villains as tbcfc be fufFered 
to go unpunifli'd , how cantany of ye propofe 
Safety to your felves ? Your Security lyes in their 
Extirpation. Nothing encourages Villany more 
than the forgiving it. Violent Remedies are on* 
ly fit for violent Difeafes. But I offend againfl: 
your Love and Fricndftip, while I fcena to have 
the leaft Diftruft of them* I am fatisfied you m\\ 
lay my fad Qife at large before the Senate^ and 
procure me that Juftice I have fo well deferved 
at their Hands. I know you will ftrenuoufly 
defend my Caufe againft thofc Enemies of imne 
that may think to invalidate your Teftimony ; 
but I would not have you, neverthelefs, to rifqtie 
your own Lives in my Vindication. You majr 
meet with Opponents of great Power» and mjr 
Defign is not to hazard your Safety, but only to 
intereft your Affe£tion in my Favour. I fliall fajr 
no more on this Head, becaufe I'm iatisfied I 
write to thofe that both love me and will value 
my Memory. But, O myAgriffinal I beg of 
the Gods, that as thou haft ever been the Miflrifs 
of my Affedions, thou mayft not, in like man* 
ner, inherit my AffliAions.. The Goodnefs of 
thy Difpofition, the Holineis of thy Life, aod 
the Greatnefs of thy Birth dcferve a better Face 
than that of the Unfortunate Germanicus. Yet all 
I can do, is, to wifli thee a better, and to (bcm 
thee , by my Example, how thou mayft avoid 
being Unhappy. I believe it will not be a litclie 
difficult to incline thee to forbear hating thofe 
that have been my Murthercaf&. I forefeet it by 
the Knowledge I have of the Greatnefs of thy 
Mind. Yet I conjure thee,. Jpiffina^ I intreat 
Iheeby th«Lqve^ubcssiKcft»«Uving, and the 

Rcmem^ 
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Remembrance thou owcft me after I am dead; 
nay, by thofe. dear Pledges our Qiildren , that 
thou wile moderaft the Sallies of thy Soul and 
humble thy felf before the Rigours of Fortune, 
which are not to be contended with. Deftiny 
is not to be oppofed, and all our Efforts againft 
the Power of Fate are alike vain. What has 
t>een decreed by the Eternal Gods muft ever be 
comply*d with. Time, perhaps, that has always 
been found a Remedy to our Difafters in this 
World, may, at length, relieve our Affli^ions, 
and take off the Malign Influence of the Stars 
frwn my Family and Poftcrity. They that wiH 
have the Benefit of Time muft obey the Laws of 
Time. This I earneftly beg of thee, My ^grip" 
fina-y this Favour I moft paflfionately require at 
thy Hands. The Egyptians^ to rcprefent our 
ftruggling with Ad veriity, figured Galliesin their 
Hiercglyphickf^which were row*d againft Wind and 
Tide. Our Hamanity is ever to give place to 
Deftiny, nor can we any otberwife combate the 
Decrees of Heaven than by Patience and Refigna- 
tion. Endeavour then, MyJgrippina^ by are- 
quifite Toleration to baffle the Malice of thofe 
who hate thy Virtue , fear thy Authority , and 
envy thy high Binh. Being an ived at Rome with 
my Aflies, do nor, by untimely Tears, revive the 
Grief of fuch asl6v*d me, nor by immoderate 
Mourning augment the Difdain of thofe that 
hated me. Both are alike to be kept quiet, left 
the one injure me yet farther by their Love, as 
the other would do by their Hatred. Be there- 
fore circumfped and prudent. My jigriffina^ not 
fo much that thou mayft not difturb the Aflies of 
thy ^caAQermanifUiy who fliall enjoy endle(s Re- 
pofe in th« fi^/M^^Fklds, as that ihou mayft be 
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in i Condition to prcfcrvc thy Family, educate 
our Children, and Iccurc thine ovtn Safety : Take 
heed above all Things not to give any Jealoufe 
to fuch as exceed thee in Power, for Great Peo- 
ple always niake it their Study to rtd themfclvca 
of ihofc whom they ftand in awe of. Do not 
(ide with the Mob , in Oppofitbn to thofe Enc^ 
nries of mine, who are in Authority, for they 
will not be able to defend thee, elpecially in 
Rome^ where the Common People have not all 
the Liberty they may defire. I know thofe PeO* 
pie lov*d me, I know they will accompany my 
Body to the Funeral Pile, with all the Expreffiona 
ofSorrow imaginable J yet are they not to be 
truftcd i fdr having no Conftancy in their Na« 
tures, they will be apt to vary with every Tutm 
of Fortune. Thou wilt alfo find that I have been 
beloved by the Senate ; but do not make too 
mui^ ufe of that Happinefs , left thou ftir up 
either Ehvy or Jealoufie in that great Body, 
wherewith they always abound, and which may 
one way or other turn to thy prejudice. Af^^' 
all has been faid, confidering the many Perils thou"" 
wilt inevitably meet with in this Life, I believe 
I ihould defire thee to die with me , were it 
not for the Ambition I have to be lamented by 
thee after my Death, that I may yet live in thy 
Heart, and rdgn in thine AiFe£tions. My Chil« 
dren likewife encline me to perfuade thee to live, 
that unhappy as they are, they may not be yet 
worfe, by being left Orphans to the wide World* 
Friends , Relations , Children , my ^griffttM^ I 
have little oK^e to fay to ye , and think I need 
not recommend my laft Will any/arther to you. 
Do not grieve that I die young, fince I haveliv'd 
to merit your Affections 3 nor be concerix'd at 

my 
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my Death by Vile Hands ^ as being ftill Ix^tef 
than tohavedicdby ihofc of Juftice, Ccafe there- 
fbre to grieve for my Death, and only join your 
united force to get fo execrable a Murther reven- 
, ged. This willbt the beft Proof of your Love 
towards me, and procure thegreateft Reft to my 
SouL Farewel for even 

- -■* — — ■ • — 

LETTER CXXL 

Polycritc to Alcibiades ; paffionately expref^ 

fing her Love to him. 

I Thought to have (Hrd thee my Heart f my 
Life! and my Soul! but all thefe^beWitnefs 
Great Jupiter ! not being fo dear to me as thy far 
dearer ielf, and not being able to find a Name 
more proper to falute thee by, I will call thee my 
jllcihisdes » mine whilft thoQ wer*t at At^ns^ 
ininewhilft we were happy, but now Jfinjz only 
know6,^to whom or how many thou hadi relign'd 
iS^y Heart; If I were an Eye-witnefe of this 
Trcichcry, and (aw thee in my Rival's Arms, 
yet my only Revenge would be my Tears as the 
fole Thing which FMtune had left me, to lacri- 
fia to thy Memory. But do not believe, my Al- 
fv^iiKiki/that whilft I fear I can ever think tho» 
wouldft forfake me, for if I did, my Death and 
not my Pen would have fliewn the ehow greatly 
fiich ar Lofs affe£ted me. Whilft I am thus with* 
out Art, demonftrating tny Love, to convince 
thep, my Aleibiadesy that I am grateful for the 
leaft Favour, I return thee Thanks for the Pre- 
lent fent me by Archimenides^ which I have never- 
thelcfe rcfasU Give thy Riches Alcihiadts to her 
diachas an Heart fo mean as to receive them j k>r 

my 
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tny Part I ask only a fincere and difintercflcd Love» 
fuch as mine is ^ which thou well knoweft thou 
haft long been in PotfelTion of, whilft thoufandt 
of others have languifh'd for my Embraces. 
Whilft all others were rcjefted, thou alone wer't ' 
received ifito vay Bofom, and they the Subjeft 
of our Mockery ^nd of my cold Dildain. T# 
what end, my ^f/ci^Wif/^hinkeft thpu I writefhisi^ 
That it was not out of a delign upon thy Riches 
isplain,fince thou feeft I have already tcfus'd them, 
neither have I any Hopes of ever feeing thee a- 
gain j vet, my Alcibiades^ it feems to me no (maU 
Guft or Delight that I have an Opportunity thds 
ro evaporate my Love, which, in a manner, coa^ 
fumes me. Whilft I am now writing comes into 
my Mind, the many raviftiing Minutes we havt 
(bent together i the little Arcs we practiced to 
deceive my Mother and Sifter ; and the delight* 
fill Converfation and mutual Vows of an Amour^ 
which in thofe Days, I looked upon unparallel-^ 
lable. For the Love of the Gods, don't altoge^ 
ther fruftrate my Opinion of th^ej Let medic 
in the Belief that Fortune, and nor Aldhlades^ 
was the Occaiion of my Difappointment. To 
effcA thiS) thou haft no mc^e to do than to wriicf 
me a Letter; but I conjure thee, my Akikiadet^ 
let it be fuch as may abound with P&flton and 
Tendernefs , and do it quickly or I die, but id 
matters not if I die prelently, being not in a 
Condition to contribute ought to the Hapjnhefii 
of my AkikiaJes while I live. Yes, I will go to 
the Gods and beg to be thy Guardian-Ang^I; 
wliereby, though I pray it may be lon^ fin^ I 
%U at length have the Pleafure to aoc^npany 
thee to the Elyfia^ Shades. There no cruel Se^ 
nati Ihall be aMs to proferibe thee i there nd . Po>^ 

reign 



J04 LETTERS 1^/ 

ragn Wars fliall robb me of thy Embraces ; but 
I can no more, I languid^ I die , vitfh chee Vi- 
dory, and bid thee FareweL 
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Thais the Corinthian Harlot^ to an Atheni- 
an Cbiiiarchos, or Centurion ; ihreatning 
to beat up his Quarters. 

XOU R extravagant Refolutionsand obliging 
Emocions^Dear VroKagorasy have had no iefs 
ence over me, than your fclf^ for by the feme 
mighty Power of Love that triumphs over Ab«- 
&nce, I find my felf always in your Arms, tho* 
I gm at never (o great a diftance from you. t 
am equally regaled and tormented by Solitude ; 
for while I think on you » Solitude is welcome 
to me, as it prefents me with the agreeable Pro* 
Ipefi: of your Perfon ; but when any Body elfe 
comes into my Aind, I am every where, and 
no wherei in two Minutes. I fly from my felf 
C0 avoid thinking on any other of your hideous 
Sex, and would willingly give all the World that 
it were lawful to pray to and adore you, as 
fomething pf Divine. To convince you, M^e< 
^y has not the feme Influence over me, as you 
fey it has over you , I will /honly beat up your 
Quarters in fpite o( yom Myrmidons j and then, 
though you fliould requeft it of me, expe£t no 
Mercy^dcsivCbiliarcbus. I will batter you worfe 
than a Broad-(ide could, and rouze your Facul- 
ties, beyond the Power of aDemi-culvering. No 
more^ but that I bid you E>cfiance , and defire 

you 
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Vdu to reJic upon feeing me fpcedily, before your 
walls J tiU when FareweL 



L E t T E R CXXIIL 

Aiclepion to IdimantuS9 a Cynick ; ctmnieii^ 

ding his ohfcure Li/c^ 

T Envy thee exceedingly, Uimantusy and highly 
1 approve thy Wifdom, in that being Ac^ 
nrous to live at eafe , thou avoid'ft marrying left 
thou fhouId*ft quarrel with thy Wife, keeping of 
Servants for fear of being at the trouble of bear^ 
ilig them, or having any other Living Creature 
about thee) that thou may*ft not have the Care 
of maintaining them. Alone thou dineft , alone 
thou fuppeftj alone thou fleepeft, and whilft thou 
liveft thus alone, thou ehjoyeft all the Satisfaftion 
that can be had in this Life^ Having none to 
controul thee, thou obeyed no Body, nor doeft 
thou defire to command over any Body. Solitude 
is thy Delight, Contemplation thy Diverfion, 
and the Produfts of the Earth thy Food* What- 
ever is in thy Inclinaiion,thouha*ft,forthyDefirea 
are always moderate^ In a Word , I Aould have 
long (ince taken thee for a God, did I not knowr 
that Gods have for fome time ceafed to alfiime 
the Shapes of Men* But as thou art in a manner 
Divine , thou wilt no doubt be canonized after 
thy Death. Rejed: my Envy , but accept mjr 
Love, andFarewel. 
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LETTER CXKN. 

Tht Same to Chariclca , JiJJwaJiftg her frbm 
turning Whore f though /he had an ill Huf- 
hand. 

YO U 6)r, CbaricUay yoil arc ill married, and 
therefore hope you may have Leave to feek ' 
for that SatisfaSion in a Gallant, SNhich you have 
been diiappointcd of in a Husband. If there 
>rcrc nothing to be confider*d in this Cafe , but 
your bring pleafed, I ftould entirely be on your 
ude } but as there are Laws andi Ordinances, both 
of Nature and the State, which require ybii to be 
true to your Husband's Bed, I can, by no means, 
difcharge you of that Obligation^ True it is, 
iiioft Fathers, like yours, have more Regard to 
the Riches of thofe they would marry their 
Daughters to, than either to their Perfons or 
gooaQgalitiesj Mtrherice it follows, that though 
tfie Women have great Equipages when they go 
abroad, yet commonly they Cuckold their Hut 
bands before they come home. The beft Way to 
remedy this, Would be to match Minds and Per- 
fons, as well as Eftates j for a Woman, however 
J>rone (he may be to Adultery, will hardly com* 
ftit it, where fhe has no manner of Provocation. 
Some Vicious Ladies perhaps will not be confined 
by this Reftriftion j yet, generally fpeaking, Men 
are the Ereftors of their own Horns. If a Wo- 
man can refrain from Incontinence, Are certain- 
ly better deferves Praife , than fhe would have 
itene Pardon, if fhe had yielded to it. The Fail" 
Sex alfo, in this Cafe, come off always with the 
s greater 
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greater Glory, bccaufc they arc the weaker Vef. 
lel$. Though I know, Cbariclea^ you have all 
the Incentives that can cnclinc Men to rempt you, 
yet muft I admonifli you to bear up againft them j 
afluring you it will ever be reputed a greater 
Honour for you to be reckoned among the ob- 
fciire honeft Women, than the moft celebrated 
Whores. Be advifed, and FareweL 
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LETTER CXXV. 

Marc- Anthony , Imperator , to Hircanus 
High'^Prieft and Prince of the, Jews ; ajfuring^ 
hint 9 and his Country^ of future Favour and 
Trot e£l ion from' the Roman Senate^ 

HAVING linderftood by your Ambaflador 
how great an Efteem and Value you have 
for us, as alfo bow well, both you and your 
Countrymen, behaved your elves againft the Ene- 
mies of the Roman Empire that ravaged Afia^ 
for which I fuppofe the Sun has fince obfcur'd 
himfelf, as well as for the Crimes committed a- 
gainft Cafar^ we receive ye all into the Number 
of our beft Friends, and having totally fubdued 
Brutus and Cajpus^ and pimilhcd them fuitably 
to their Merits, you may aflbre your felves 
both y«u and your Country (hall be made Par- 
takers of this our Happincfo, bccaufe we have a 
Kindnefs for ye, ana defitre to promote your 
Interefts no leis than pur o\vn. For this pur- 
pofe, we havevalrcady difparched Circular Let- 
teirs into all our Provinces, ftri<5Hy requiring and 
commanding ourSubjcfts, that thofe jFeo^^i which 

X 2 . Cains 
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Casus Cajfm had fold, fliould be forthwith fee at 
Liberty j and, moreover, defiring that ye be all 
admitted to the Privileges, which Dolabella^ and 
wc have formerly granted ye. We have likewife 
£brb^ the Syrians to moleft ye in any manner 
whatever ; and have alfo commanded them to 
f eftore aU they havic taken from ye. In a Word^ 
I accept the Crown yc fcnt me, and fo bid ye 
Farcwel. 



LETTER CXXVI. 

Lucius, Antonius, Brother of Marc- Anthony, 
, to Auguftus Ca?far , upon his having be^ 
fieged and taken him Prijaner. 

HA D I been a Stranger, O Augufius^ and no 
Romanj I fbould have blufhed exceedingly, 
and have blamed my felf for my Pufillanimity in 
fubmitting fo eafily to thy Power ; but as I am a 
Citizen of Rome^ and have contended with thee 
a Citizen and my Colleague, I cannot think! 
have any Reafon to repent of what I have done. 
Yet do not believe^ Auguftus^ that I fay this any 
ways to excufe my felfi or to evade the Punilh- 
mentthou ha'ft defign'd me^ fince I would never 
have refignM my Arms, if \ had not firft refolv'd 
to fubmit to whatever ihoucoald'ft infli£l on me^ 
My Intentions in furrendring were not to ob- 
tain Pardon for my felf, but for thofc who thought 
aJl they did was for the Service of the Common-* 
wealth. On me therefore , let thy Vengeance 
Hght, be mine all the Puniihment. I undertook 
this War againft thee^ not out of any Ambition 

to 
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CO fcize the Supreme Power, but out of an Incli- 
nation to better the State, and reform what had 
been violated by the TriumviraPe. This I know 
thou canft not blame me for , fince when you 
three confpir*d together againft our Liberty, fo 
great is the Force of Truth, you could not but 
own that your Dominion was unjuft and wor^ 
thy Reproach , and only neceffary to free you 
from Brutus and Ca/Jius^ Rivals of your infuppor- 
table Tyranny, Whilft they lived , thou hadft 
no other Thoughts than their Deftru6lion , well 
knowing that fhould their Power have prevailed, 
thine muft of Confequcnce leflen'd; but after 
jthey were dead, you very modeftly feized upon 
the Republick, and managed all as you pleafed. 
This I being not able to lee unrevenged, eadea^ 
voured to reftore our City to its Ancient Laws 
andCuftomsj but iince Fortune has determine^ 
that what before wascommoti to all, ihould now 
belong peculiarly to Augufius , I am contented 
to ftoop my Shoulders , and take upon me the 
Yoke ot thy Violence. This is my Cafe, an4 
this the Caufe of my Infurre6iion, which I have 
been the more willing to relate, that thou mayft 
have Compaffion on thefe Followers of mine, 
wholiave adlcd only by my Command , and not " 
ciutof theleaft ill Will to thee, but rather to re- 
concile thee to the Commonwealth, and to Rea- 
fon. If you find any Fault in them, I am the 
Occafion of it j let me therefore, and not they, 
be puni(hed fqr it. Farewel. 
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LETTER CXXVII. 

Auguftus Casfar*; An/wet. 

I Had no fooner underftood that you wer^ ta- 
ken Prifoner, O Lucius Antonmsy 'but I imme- 
diately difpofed my feif to fee you, laying afide all 
Thoughts of Revenge, that I might give you the 
Aeer Acccfs to my Perfon j lince I find you fo ge- 
ncroufly fubmit to me. You have deprived me 
oi all Power to hurt you. Of all the Injuries 
you have hitherto done me,. I cfteem this the 
greateft, inafmuch as you have hereby ty*d up 
any Hands, and taken from me the Libeny (» 
doing my felf Jufiice, and not as a Captive, bu( 
a Conqueror, have put me under a Neceifity of 
fuing to you for Reconciliation. This looks 39 
if I had rather beep obliged thai^ injured by 
you, fince you can fo confidently furrender your 
lelf and Army into my Hands. By thefe Means 
you have vrhoUy difarm'd my Anger, and rob- 
bed me of all Power to treat ye as Enemies. 
I /Will therefore behave my felf towards ye, as 
becomes the Charafter of Augu^ui , fwearing 
by the Immortal Gods, that ye ihall not go from 
me deceived in thofe Hopes, with which I know 
ye come to me. Farcwel. 
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V 

LETTER CXjCVm. 

Herod King of Judea, to Auguftus Catfar, itt 
Vindication of his fiding with Majpc-AlV* 
thony, at the Battel pf Ad^ium. 

IMuft acknowledge, O Augu^m , that I havcf 
all along been a faichful Friend tQ Anthanj^ 
^nd chat not only as my Duty ahliged me, \m, 
as my Gyatitude moved me, having rcceivccj 
many Favours from him, especially thf King* 
^om I enjoy. This I would have made known 
to him in Perfpn, had not I been prevented ia 
that beiign through the Envy of C^ofatr^y an^ 
fhe luvafions of the Arais. Thus yott may fee 
^Jeceffijy only, and pot Fear, w|thftood tny Mee^t 
ting yoi| in the Field in iiis Favour. 4nthcnjt 
nowever has no Heafon to cooiplai^l of me } 
for t^oygh I could not come my. felf tp hi^ 
Aid, yet did I fend an Army,^ and good Store 
of Provifions, Neither ought yo« to eftecm 9Dto 
ungrateful in the 4nick War, fince I tfieye diq 
9U that became me, and all that could be ej^pe- 
£led from tue. I would rather chii^c to de- 
clare my kljf an Enemy to Cafar than not a|3^ 
peai: 9 Friend to 4^hm)iy for which I dou^ no^ 
but to n^crit rather your Approbation, than DiC. 
pleafur?^ With you Merit is ever lafc, wbiH 
Vice and Ingratitude are ever in Danger. Yo^ 
may obtfcrve, O C^ j^r , that I neveir abaiidppe^ 
my Matter 4nthmy^ whilft he was in Profperity^ 
ticithex do I fly huv» now ^e is vanquji(h^d a,n4' 
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dead. You have not only conquered him 
with your Invincible Legions, and your Coun- 
cils, but likewife with your Manners. His 
Queen Cleopatra overcame him, Egyptian Beau- 
ty betray*d him , and Alexandrian Luxury de« 
AroyM him. He chofe rather to be conquer- 
ed with Cleopatra than to be /a Conqueror with- 
out her. I would have fain perfuaded him to 
Slave killed her, and to have taken timely Care 
of himfelf J but he would never hearken to 
me. I proffcr'd him Comfort in his Affliflions, 
I proffer'd him Forces, and my fclf for aCom- 
|)amop dl his Fortune , but all had no Effect 
upon him, The Witchcraft of Cleopatra had 
taken too great PofTeflion of him, and my Ad- 
vice was wholly neglefted. Thus both ^»- 
tiany and I are conquered i he by Cleopatra^ and 
I by Him. He could never be brought to 
forlake that wicked Woman, nor I be induced 
to forego his Intereft. The Kingdom he gave 
me I cannot now pretend a Right to, unlefs I 
have it coi^firmed by' you j therefore when I 
come to ask that Favour, I fball leave the En^ 
. :figns of Royalty behind me, but i^ the Cou- 
rage to juftifie what I have ^Bne for my 
Friend. Judge of this as you jdeafeiAthowevei-, 
Jet the Conftrudlion be what it wiltpiwhich you 
flail put upon my Proceeding, I fliall ftill have 
fhis to comfort me , that I hevdr abandoned my 
fq^n^, either Living or thad. FareweJ. 
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\ V LETTER CXXDC 
Auguftus Casfa^^ Anjwer. 

TH E Gods ever be thy ProtcSors, O ISfo. 
roJy and mayft th#u enjoy the Kingdom 
chat has been given thee with greater Securi* 
tf than thou haft hitherto done. I do not 
envy thy Virtue , but rather take Pleafure ia 
it, and highly approve of it. Truly thou art 
worthy to have the Government of many, 
. fince thou couldft fo well difcharge the Part of 
a Friend to one, and even in Adverfity didft not 
fear , to own thy Friendftip. What a Frind 
thou haft been, thou haft equally fliown in 
both Conditions. Though I have ccmquer'd 
Mthoty^ yet do I not pretend any Conqueft over 
thee, unce he that can be fo good a Friend, is 
equal even to the greateft of Conquerors. For 
this Reafon thou flialt not only be always com- 
mended, bot valued by me, in as much as no )Br 
vent could alter thy Mind, for thou didft never a« 
bandon Anthony j but Anthony theej and that in 
inclinii^ more to Cleopatra s Words , than thy 
Works. His %BOrance of his true Intereft is per* 
ipicuous , ftice he could foriake the very beft of 
his Friends, for the worft of his Enemies. It is 
neverthelefi no wondc]r that Anthmy fliould cling 
fo dofe to (ikofatra after he was conquer^, fince 
he was taken by her,^ even while he was Vidlo- 
rious. Do you admire that this Egyptian Queea 
flioiud have the Power to feparate Tier Paramour 
from yoo, when flie (;ould even divide him front 
mc, and from my Companion in the Empire, 
make him my Mortal Enemy. Thus you and I, 
being equally flighted a(id rejected, let us rel^q 
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together. Yon dcferve no lefs thao a Crown for 

fuMumg the Sarhrians ^daring thy abfencc iq 

f he Wars ; for I ftatt always look upon the E-. 

jiemies of the Jtwjj as my own, and think thofe 

that rife againl^ you, to be Rebels to me, Whilft 

you coaqucf'd for your felf, you fought for mej 

why then (bould I not confirm the Gift: of a 

Kingdom to a Prince that has ever been the De- 

i^n&T of it. What yoq deferv'd from Anthtmy, 

you have mudi more merited from me, therefore 

i fliould be highly ungrateful, if I lei^ rewarded 

you. Take the Kingdpm you have fo juft a Title 

to y and be aflqred I wiU never give you occa^ 

fion to lament the Lofs of Ambtmy 3 for after I 

bad conquerM him in Battel , I ihould have had 

iCaufe to blufli , if I had fufferxi him to exceed 

me in Gcnerofit]^, FareweL 



LETTER 9XXX. 

Poppea to Nerp , u^n hk recaUitig kis Em^ 
frefs OdLzYvaifrm Banijhmtnt. 

BEHOLD, OC^efar, a ^ttttidncr for a Seci^. 
rity of the fternainder dThit Day^ , who 
could once pride her felf in- tlit^f Polfeffion of 
thy Heart. Behold her a Si^iant to thy 
Pity, who was once «: Companion of thy 
j^uthority. Jupiter Libetatot had ailmoft fepcn 
lyr'd with Sacrifices for ^lier Safety, and Hjmin asf 
often been appeast*d for her injuring her Husbind'ij 
Bed. Yet unhappy Toffta-iAiOM haft been raifed 
tb all this Monftrous Gf eatnefs, meerly that thy 
Fall might bc^he more terrible. What do thy 
l^yes, and thy other Beauties now fignifie, $nce 
i^afar can t^e guiltv tm C^Iy of ItiCOfiftancy^ bju$ 
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Treachery towards thee. I thought that Princesi| 
refembliog Gods, they could not have been 
wrought upon to commit any Thing ill, yet has 
C<fyifr,without a Caufe, forfaken his Vofpea^ Cafar 
yrithout a Scruple, has forfeited all his Vows and 
Promifes made her. By this fo fudden Change^ 
O Emperor, thou haft unhinged my RefoIutionSi^ 
and made me to doubt whether it would be more 
for my Benefit, tocaft my felf at thy Feet, or my 
Husband's. But why may I not hope Favour 
from thee, when Ollavia^ that has been a Profti* 
tute to an E£jfptianShyc^ has recovered the Poifeil 
(ion of thy Heart. When fbe that has pollute^ 
thy Name with her brutiih Practices , is a-new 
received into thy Bofom. However, C^far^ | 
muft take the Liberty to complain that the Exr 
cefs of my Afie£tion was never known to thee; 
otherwife thou couldft not have prov*d thu$ un- 
grateful as to have rejected me for O&awa. All 
the World will fatisfie thee, nay, even my Ene- 
mies, that I have lov*d thee to an extravagant; 
Degree j yet haft thou given no Credit to my 
Paffion, meerly that thou mighteft have OccaiioQ 
to withdraw the Reward due to my C6nftanc)% 
Confider Ingratitude as the very worft of Vi^ ^ 
and though Juftice has not ail^ed it a Punifli- 
inent faitable to its Enormity, yet is it no^ never- 
thdefs the more to be tolerated. Recal to thy 
Memory , O Cafar , the many Services I have 
^one thee, how I have forfook and polluted my 
Husband's Bed, only to gratifie thy Defires^ 
flighted the Honour of my Family, defpifed th^ 
Indignation of my Parents, contemned the Ha-« 
zard of my Life, and what is much more, proved 
ungraceful to my over-kind Husband Otba^ meerly 
fortt^lalDe. Whiift thpu, on the contrary, after 

• jhaving 
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having filled my Ears with empty Promifes, and 
vain Expectations, abandoned me to the mifera^ 
bk Contempt of thy Slaves, and my Enenties. 
But let me believe , Cafar was not Inconftant 
CO me. His Gratitude would never fuffer him 
to be guilty of fuch an Omiflion. 'Twas the 
Bialign Influence of the Stars that occafion^d my 
Misfortune. I have merited this Juftice from the 
Hands of the Gods. My Crimes , through the 
Pcrmiffion of the Fates, have chang'd my Ma- 
iler's Humanity to Rigour : For j^ctraying xny 
Husband Otho^ I have deferved to be betrayed 
my felf j and by violating my Faith to him, have 

fivcn cafar an Excufc for forfeiting his to me : 
et pardon me, My Dread Lord, for giving too 
great a Loofe to my Tongue. My Dcfign is to 
bmcnt my own Wrongs, and not to reflcft on 
your Inclinations. You are at Liberty to enjoy 
fhe polluted Adulterefs , (ince no Body dares to 
e6Btradid you in it j but yet loving you as I do, 
liow can I forbear to tell you , that you are be- 
trayed* The Friends df03avia^ or rather her 
Adulterers, have Defigns againft your Life. How 
do you think you can fave your (elf, if Hie fhould 
come to Rome^ fhe that, at a Diftance^ breaths Se- 
dition and Rebellion into her Slaves. ^ Conceal'd 
Enemies arc ever the moft dangerous. They al- 
ways hide the Hand after they have ftruck the 
Blow. The Roqk that lyes lurking under the 
Waves, deceives the utmoft Sagacity of the moft 
expert Sailor. Who knows, O Cafar , but thy 
moft intimate Friends may be thy fecret Enemies ? 
Who knowf, but that Faith which thou haft re- 
ipofed in them may be corrupted to thy Ruine ? 
Who can fecure thee, but that thofe that pray 
for thee in thy Prcfcnce, may inthy Abfenee Sa^ 

frifice 
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crifioc fot thy Deftrufilion? Even the Refolu- 
tioris of thofc that mean ihee beft, are conti- 
nually aflaulted by Hopes and Fears. Whac 
may not a Woman do, that naturally tyran- 
nizes over the Affcdlions of Men ? Our Sexes 
Tears, though for the moft Part derived from 
the Fountain of Hypocrifiej have yet the Virtue 
to alter the moft refolute of Hearts j What then 
will they be able to do* who have the ftriftcft 
Obligations to OBavU ?Jhey will, no doubt, foon 
Ipread Snares for thy Giratncfs, and force thee at 
once to fell a Sacrifice to the Pleafure of their 
Miftrifs. But I conjure thee, O Cafar, do not 
offer CO iftfinuate to me, that my Reft oration may 
refult from OBa'Oias Difgrace. 1 fhould abhor 
the Happinefs that was obtained by (b mean a 
Caufc- The Glory of my Anceftors will not per- 
mit me to defire another's Ruine. My Concern 
is only for thy Safety. Thou haft not undoubtedly 
forgot (he late Rumours of Arms, and the Info* 
lencies of the Mob, who could icarce be^refraiii*d, 
by the Prudence of the Confuls, from afTauking 
thy Sacred Perfon. Confider , O Cafsr^ i]^ du- 
ring OBavias Baniftmenr, the People have been 
fo darings what will they be when (he, that in- 
fluenced them, 19 reftor*d, and become Supreme 
Arbitre j when ihe that fet them on (hall have 
the Power to favour her Party, iand reward thy 
Enemies? I fear /he may then think to wa/h awa/ 
the Stains on her Reputation with thy Biood. Alia 
Revenge, that, in a more peculiar manner, informs 
our Sex, may then put her upon retrieving her 
loft Honour by thy Death : But far be thefe fatal 
Suggeftions from happening to thee. Thy Vir- 
tue and Fortune, I hope, will deliver thee from 
fuch Calamities i or it they cannot, rather let the 

dreadful 
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dreadful Blowjbe levelled at Teppea^ than light up« 
on th7 Head. Though I have feen my ScatueS 
thrown down by the Fury of the Inconftanc 
People, though they have let Fire to my Tro- 
phi^ and loaded my innocent Name with infa<- 
mous unjuft Reproaches , ya, fl^all I bear all pa- 
tiently , provided the down-fall of my Images 
may fecure the Eftablifhment of thine j the bur- 
hiog of my Trophies ferve to light up In- 
tenet to thy Glory , and the blafphemiog my 
Name, contribute to the celebrating of thine. 
On thefe Conditions I abfolve thee, Mr», from 
thy Marriage-Oath, and di(mi& all future Pre« 
tentions to thy Affedlioni only I require from thy 
Clemency a Protcdlion for the Remainder of my 
iniCerable Life : Yet have I never dcfcrved thy In - 
dignkion, Cafar^ nor forfeited my Title to thy 
jfbrmer Kindnefles. Tell me in what one thing 
I have erred? Perhaps, inl^ingmginto.thc World 
an Heir to the Enipire, or elfe|in lovingihee too 
. much,The fir ft I did to fetafide the Iffiie ^that vile 
Egjftian Strumpet 5 and the latter was wholly 
owmg to my want of Power to prevent it. If ex- 
cefs c? Love be a Fault, blame thy Goodnefsonly 
that allowed me that Prefnmption ; and if bearing 
Children,who could have hindred thac better than 
thy felf? To juftifiemyLove, I cannot omit to 
remember thee, how thou wert pleafed to exprefs 
thy felf upon the Death of Plautusy Thy Words 
were thcie : What binders Nero ntnvfrom frtfaring 
for tbofe Joys^ which bis Marriage with Poppea wiU 
certainly affari him , and which have been hitherto 
deferred^ through a tboufand Fears and Chimera's ? 
What hinders him now to rid himfelf of the odious 
Company of Oftavia, on account of the bated Memory 
of her Father , and the tnconfidetate Favours <f the 
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j^ii^le ? All thcfe, my Lord, were irrcfilliblc En- 
gagcments to make rac love you. After thou 
hadftdeftinM me for thy Confort, and proclaim- 
ed me thy Emprefi j What lefs Gratitude could 
i fhow than a reciprocal Affeftion ? Yes, I have 
loved thee, Nero^ and will continue to do fo, as 
long as the Fates lend me Breath. May I die the 
Minute I am guilty of IngratituiSe, yet do not t 
defire to live meerly for the fake of Life, but to 
enjoy fometimes the fight of him that has ever 
been my Idol. I ask no other Light than what 
reflefls from his Eyes, nor anyBreath, but what 
is communicated to me from his Lipps. So fin- 
Cere a Love as mine, O Cafar^ is rarely to be 
met with, therefore 1 hope for a fui table Return j 
but if thou an 4erermiqed, qotwitbftanding ail I 
have writjto Saaifice ihe to 09avla\ 1 obey, I yield 
to thy Pleafure* Tc^a will religi9ufly meet that 
blow that comes from thy Hand j but I conjure 
thee. My Lord,letno other Perfoh be Concern din 
my death, fiiicc what may be aXkd^Juftice in thee^ 
will be accounted Sacrihj^^ in another,after I hav^ 
been dedicated to thy Divinity. Nq otho: Sword 
but thine ought to cancel that Affe&ion which 
thoa haft allowed in my Breaft. Strike then^ 
plunge the fatal Steel intd my Heart, for afiet thott 
haft thus long deluded me with Hopes, k wiUbe^ 
but juft to deliver me at once of my Enemies^ and 
my Breath. FareweL 
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LETTER CXXXI. 

The Emperor }\ihzn to his Friend i congratu* 
tafing his Return from ifigypt. 

BEL I £ V I N G thatiid5x7/tf enjby*d the Frafts 
of your Prefencc long ago> I could nor bur 
think on my ufual Exclamation , v^hen I were 
wont to refied on that Country. O Fortunate 
Egyptians I who derite fb manyAdvantages from 
your Benefador Nik j yet now much more hap- 
y^ being in Poifeffion of Learning a Benefit no 
rfs, nay, in my Opinion, far greater, than the 
Bleffings that flow from that River : For the Feni- 
lity of their Soil, which they owe to his Streams, 
makes them Rich ; but ihc crueft Wealth they 
may ftill derive from your Tongue, which, by 
rouzing the Minds of their Youth , will direft 
them to the Treafure of Wifdom. In like 
manner, as fythagoras did of old, and after him 

fkto^ 
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iPIitOj wheti both chofe Philofophers were among 
them. Thefc were my fccrct Rcfledlions on the 
Happinefi of ty£gfft^ from your Prefcncej 
when you all the while lay Incogmto fo near Vit. 
Wherefore os the Receipt of your Letters, my 
Surprize betrayed me to a Sufpicion of their 
keah'ty , miftrufting fbhie Deceit fo ftrongly^ 
that I could fcarce give Credit to my own 
Eyes J but how great waii my Satis&Aioh in 
being convinced , after I had once r^d theiH 
over, from their Eafincfs, Propriety and Eloi- 
^ ence, that they Were yours, lincc hone could 
bige a Stile with.fo many Charms, The Hopes 
of your Arrival drawing near, I could not but 
rejoWe at it, 4s I ought i becaufe by that you 
would prefent your Couhtry, at leaft a whilc^. 
With fomething vejy defirable. Nor can I take 
what you fay againftyoUr Native Land for any 
thing, but a pleafant Railery : For tho* what 
you write of the Clime be true, and that it 
cannot be denied, but the drinking Water ii 
brackifh, and nloft df the Bread; Barley, (from 
an Aggravation of which , the Love of your 
Country has reftrained your Pen) yet we owe 
abundance of Thanks to that Place that madfe 
you a I?hilpfopher. Give, give us at length a 
Proof, that you really ar laft contemn the Deli; 
cacies (rf t^gyft. The Wife Vljfjjks coiild not be 
induced by Caljpfi^ nor any other advantagiou$ 
Change, to quit his Barren Ifle of Itbacay or no^t 
to prefer that to all (Aher Cliinates. Ndr 6(^ I 
believe the Noble Sfartan , that was in ^ppf:, 
ever atcufed his Country, when he refledlca on 
the homely Fare o( Sparta. But I have found 
the Caufc of your Quarrel to your. Native Soit 

T Yo:» 



jit ittftKSof 

You arc infedled wicfar a Dcdtt Of Mcbey ; atid 
when you aire at a little diftance from Gain, ytiu 
fail into Exclamations , and bog for the Nile^ 
and the Wealth it produces. Thisiis that >vhich 
mikes you think your felf but a Stranger or 
iGfudl, and as ncglefted ahd meagre as Chare- 
fiofh But I ratlKt believe you are detained 
by fome Friendly Nymph, ahd that at jaft with 
niudi Repugnance^ you experience the mighty 
Forc6 of Love, Yet be this a^ Vems pleafes, 
iiiy Vows fliall in the mean while be for your 
Health and Pfefence } ahd» in a Word» that yoU 
ixiay c're long be a happy Father. Farewcl 
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the Emperor Julian to the Philofopher Arifto- 
Aienes j inviting him to come and fee 
him* 

BO you delay your coming till you arc 
fummoned ? Are thofe Agreeable arid 
ie Strifes in Friendftip quite Worn out 
of Faihion, when each Ftiend contended ion: 
performing the firft Friendly Oflfce ? Let us 
nave a C»:e of introducing an unequal LaV(r 
into Friendfliip, by which we expedl thefe For* 
maHties from our Friends, we require from 
pur Ck)mmon Acquaintance. Some may per- 
haps ask, How we can be Friends who never Jo 
fnncb as faw eaib efker ? Which fiserji I fhall 

anfwcjr 
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4nfwer by another, Wbtnc€ came vfe ts love tbofi 
^ho livd a thoufand^ nay^ tw9 tbdufand Tears be^ 

fere us ? You may anfwcr,iheir Goodn^efs produces 
bur Love j for we value them becaufc ihcy were 
good Men; Such would we tQo be y and tho* 
if confefe, in regard to my fclf, we are indeed 
far from that, in Afit, yet in Defire, we make 
the neareft Approaches to it. But, in fhort, 
if an Invitation to come ban bring you , 
you ought now to come j or if you deints 
lihfiortunity, I repeat my Prayers > ^iVherefore 
i beg yOii , by Jove the Hofpitabley that you 
come and fliow us a Tvuc Grecian aniongthe 
Cappadmans : For as yet I fee many Sacrifice 
unwillingly, very few With a good Will, 
though indeed they are not Men of Learnings 
FareweL 
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iTi^e Emperor Jaliari^ to Ecdicius , t^raifecSt of 
itgypt J ordering the Banijhr»ent of St. A- 
thaoafius. 

YOU ought td have feht me fome Accouiie 
of that Enemy of the Gods Athanafim^ thtf 
you had given me Notice df nothing clfe^ dpc* 
tially when you had long before heard our il- 
iuftrious DfcCree. \ . call the Great Seraph to 
witnefs, thatunlcfs that Enemy of theGoas, A-- 
tbanajms^ be expelled, not only thatCiiy, where- 
in he lives, but likewifc all f^jnyft. and the Co- 
horts you command ^ fhall be fined an hundred 
Pound Weight of Gold- You know how flow 

Y 1 1 am 
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I am to condcmci; and yet how triucli fldwcf 
to forgive after Condemnacion. *Tis to me rhe 
laft Mortification , that he ihould by his InduV 
ftry fpircad fo Uhiverlal a Coritempt of all the 
Gods. Ill fhdrt, ydu cahhot fend me more a- 
greeable NeWs of your Tratifaftidtas, than the 
ExpuIfiOh of that' wicked Atham^ , ^htirely 
out of t/£gyfU who has prefum a, in my Eni- 
pire, to prompt and penuade the Greciah Ltf^ 
dies of C^ality tp Bafpifm. FalfeweL 



L E t t E k ootxiv. 

The Jkmperor Julian to Artabiu^ ift Fdvouf 

of the Galila»ns^ 

BY the Godst I will not have fltny df $it 
GaliUans either put to Death, or undeiga 
toy Severity, contrary to Law and Equity j ycr 
am I aibfolutely for preferring to them Men of 
Piety and Holincfs. The Madnefe of the Gali- 
Uans^ has brought all things almoft to Ruin; 
We being all proteded and fate by the Favour and 
Benevolence of the Gods. For which Reafon, we 
ought to adore the Gods, and honour both Men 
ana Women remarkable for Piety. FareweL 
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LETTER CXXXV. 

■ ■# 

fhe Emperor Julian to Qeorgius, Eijhof of 
, Alexandria; in Praifc of his Bloguence. 

I Could cry out with Xllyjfes^ in the Poet, An 
tbonc(mtem^Tt\tm%cnm} Vot you I hav^ 
beheld in your Letters, and viewed even the 
Image of your Mind expreUed in Miniature, 
as I have fecn the Figure of fome Great Deity 
graved on 9 little Seal. The Fame of the Lear- 
ned Vbidlas i^rang not alo;ne from his Olympkk^ 
ox Atbinifinjove^ hxxi like wife from his fmall 
Sculptijiics, wl\ere^ji hedifcqvered abundance <^f 
Art i^ a very litdc Compaft. In tnis Nuipiber 
are ^iis Grafhopper, Bee and Flye j whofe Lead 
||^ Brazen Sulmance received a fort of Life from 
the Hand of the Artift : Yet perhaps the fmaHeft 
of thcfe Animals helpM out the Induftry of the 
Artift the more eafily to deceive and impofe on 
our Eyes, But look on his Statue o( Alexander 
Hunting on Horfcback, carved within the Big- 
ndfsof a Nail of ones Finger, and you'll find it 
expreflcd fo perfcSly, and with fo great Mattery, 
that Alexander both wounds the Beaft, and ftrikes 
the Beholder, at the fame time, with the Ter- 
rour of his Countenance. The Motion of the 
Horfe alfo is fo very lively , that Art feems to 
make him difdain the Bounds of the Baf}^ 
where he ftands , and to movA^ forward, with 
a fiery Face. The fame Effeft have you (moft 
worthy Georgius) had on me : For by thofc few 
Words you lately uttered, you have fufEcient- 

iy dpauonfoatcd vqv^ Vifcuo and Excelleuce.j, 
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and that in a wonderful manner. You have 
often bom away the Prize of Eloquence ; and 
you truly copy the thmmcan UlyJJes^ who a- 
ftonifted and frightened the Tbaaceans with the 
Eloquence and Force of his Speeches. If there- 
fore my Fricndfliip can be of any Ufe to yoii^ 
O Oeorgius , you may freely and at all ?imes 
command it- The Moufe in the Fable, >ho 
rewarded the Lion with his Safety, may prove 
that the Friendfhip of even the Lowt ft, is by noi 
means defpifabk or unufeful. iFarewcl. 



LETTER CXXXVI. 

the Emperifr Juliaq to Ecdiciys , Ptaefe<9: 4^f 
^gypt J JemanJing a narrow Enquiry af- 
tfr the Books of Georgius , Bijho^ oj A- 
lexaqdria^ ipurther'J hy the People* 

EVERY Man has his peculiar Pleafure J fomc 
are taken with Horfes j others with Birds j 
and fome with wild Beafts j but I even from a 
Boy have always had a yiojent Pafllon for Books. 
Wherefore I cfteem it an unpardonable Abfur- 
4icy to relinquifli thisTreafure to thofe, whof? 
Avarice cannot befaiiated even with Gold, efpe-. 
dally when there is fo little Difficulty in depri- 
ving them of *it. This Favour and parti^Ur 
lar Service, you fliall therefore do me ; ufe your 
iitmoft Endeavours to procure me all the Wri- 
tings of Georgitts. He had many Philofophical, 
many Rhetorical Pieces, and not a few of the 
Qalilaans Doftrine : Which indeed I wifli entire 
1^ ^g^fti but Icaft with theip, all the reft {bonli 

periflii,' 
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ftcrlfli,. I would have you to make a very ftrifl: 
Enquiry after the whole Ubrarv. His Library- 
Keeper will he your beft Guide in this Search, 
whom you may affure of Liberty, as his Reward j 
if he be diligent in this Difcovery : And on thp 
other Hdc, let him know he (hall not efcape the 
Rack, if he prevaricates, and a£h either mall* 
cioufly or knavifhly/ I fent him again thofe Ps^^ 
pers he 1^ with me in CappaJocid to tr^nfcribe. 
Fargwcl. 



LETTER CXXXVU. 

The Emperor Juliap , C^&t , Maximus and 
4uguftus , t0 the People of Alexandria ; 
Reprimanding them for Ajfaffinating Qe^trgl? 
US, an A|(ian Bifhop of thjit City. 

IF neither the Founder c^ yqur City, the Oceai 
Alexander^ nor the Great God ^irafis had any 
Influence on you j yf t methinks the Love of your 
Couhtrv, the Sentiments of Humanity, the Pre- 
fepts of your Duty, and the Confi^erationof tnc» 
ought (0 have been regaj^^ed by you. Of i^^ 
i (ay, to whom ail the Gods, and chiefly Sera^ 
ps^ has committed (he Empire of the Worldi ^^^ 
who hs(d a Ri^t, and t^ter^ft to enquire jfltpt 
any Injury or^ffiront that was oficred you* But 
you were perhaps mifled hy Anger, and that ifi|-' 
rious Rage, ^hich,' when once it has diftur^ 
the Min4 impejls Mankind to the qopi^tting^ 
of the moil bar|>aroyas; and bloody Cru^l^i^ 
which hy a JTuddeoi Impulfe betrayed yoi\^ ^c^' 
^ Pi^tt^ion of thk Wickedness ^ withqui^ 




3i8 tktTfekS af 

fcar of that Reprehenlibn your felvci would juffi- 
\j have given to the tutnultuoixs Riots of a Pees 
^ vrithout a Head For tell me, by Strafts I 
charge jfoh tell me, 1 fay, what were the heinou? 
Oflfehce^ of Gitargm } that raifed yo\i with fuch 
Violence againft h^m ? I fuppofe you will ^'^ 
fwer, his Inftfgation of Conjtttiitms a^ainft you j 
His calling an Army into the Holy *City j Hi* 
inva^ng arbitrarily; like a King ,* the moft Sa« 
cred Temple of all o£^f , fpoiUng it of all its 
Holy Statues, Gifts and Ornaments : And for 
pouring his armed Soldiers in upon you, wheti 
he foum your Zeal for the God and his Sacred 
Treafures, had raifed your Anger ; and made 
you fly to the Help of the Deiry. But was it 9 
lufficie()t Motiyc for yo\i xp pollute the Holy 
pty a fecqnd Tipie, bepiife he had done it 
once?' Imagine not that your' Zealous Anjger 
for the Gods, willjuftifie the Outrage, when 
the Layrs were open fojr Puniftment of the 
Guilty J to which liad you \diGeorpus^ you had 
not incurred thfe Crime of Murthcfr, for theij 
you had applied the juft Remedy to the Evil j 
La^ and Equity , wHidh would haVe been zn 
abfolate Security to your Perfons and Inno- 
cence; a fure Punifhraeht to the Author of thefe 
Impieties, and a Rcftraint and' Awful Curb to aft 
others who contemn the Gods, and have no Re* 
gard for thofe Noble Flouriniihg and Populous 
titles, Vho think the ExerciCof Cruelty ai. 
gainft them, an Addition to thei? Power. Com^ 
pare therefore this pref^iit with my former Let-? 
ters to you, and you*U cafily find I cannot fend 
you thefe Praifcs now, with which my former 
wcrp filled, bccaufe you have tranfgreflcd thefe 
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Botiodi of Righii the Obfervation of which cUI 
now made you dear to idc. Confidcr , take a 
View of vyh9t you have done j adfilized People 
have prefumed to allaulCi and like fo many D^ 
orBeaftsof Prey, to tear aMan to Picces^without 
Shame and Confufion, for the Brutality of the 
Fad } who haye not tal^en Qzic to preferve their 
Hands pure firom Blood, to ofier Sacrifices to the 
Immortal Cod$. But yoa may urge in your Dq- 
fcnce^ ' That Geci^gius deferved the Sufferings he 
met with : I own it , nay, that he merited far. 
greater at your Suit, but not by your Hands : 
F6r you all ought religioufly to obferve and pay 
a Ddference ro the Laws of your Country j nor 
ought any private Violation of them to encotttagje 
a Publick Invading of the Laws an^ iBftitutts 
of our Forefathers, which ought alwaj^ to b(^ 
Sacred and Holy in the Adminiftration of the 
Pul>lick. You have weighty Reafon, O ye Men 
iX Akxandri4h to thank the Gods for your good 
Fortune, that thefe Crimes of yours are com* 
mitted ift my Reign, who am bribed to a Parda* 
lity for you, both outof mv Refpcd to the Gbd9, 
to whom your Piety betray d you to this Tranf-' 
greffion, and by a fraternal Love, which I yet 
preferve for you from my Grand&tner andUnde^ 
who gowrn'd both you an(^ t/^gjp* For 'tit 
moft certain, that the Iniblent Riots of altnmidtn- 
ous People, are never fuifered in a fevere and 
good Reign, whofe Authority is notcontemnedy 
but Hke a grievous Dfieafe is cured by a mora 
i;rievous Medicine/ But, for the Reafons I have 
juft mentioned, I apply a much more eafie Rct^ 
medy, that is, Friendly Admonitions, virbidi I 
hope yon vdll have the more Regard lo, io as 
nuc^asyottareoftheGr^ilOiilpM tb&yd 
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retain among yoa, both m M^nd zoi jBpd)s Gr«at 
fnd Illuftrious Marks ofTrucNobilkyj andlaftly 
and chiefly becaufe you arc my own peculiar Peo*? 
ple^ FaEfewe|« 



LETTER CXXXVIIX 

The Emperor ]\i\iwik to his Uncle Julian ; to 
clea^r himfelf of the Death of Conftan- 
tiqs. 

I Have fcarce time to write this to you, it now 
being the thir^ Hour of the Night, and all 
>ut me (o bufe, th^t \ have none to depute 
ibis Oflfkre'jo. I am. alive by the Favoui^ of the 
(lods, and delivered iiom the fuffering or doing 
the greateft Mlfchie^s imaginable. But the *£- 
twnd SuHy (whofe help andAflifiance I , in the 
firft Place, imploredj And Juftur the Sovereign 
0f Heaven,, are my Witneffest^^t I not only never 
wiihed the Death of Ci»/?tfiii^i>i, but, on the con* 
crary, always moft eartieftly defired his Life. Y04 
\vill ask me then the Reafon of my advancing to- 
wards him : I anfwer, in Obedience to the Gods, 
who had appvently promifcd me Security and 
Succefs, if I comply *d with their Commands, im- 
pofing a Condition on my Stay wheire I w^s,, 
which I beg the Gods to averc Farther, heing^ 
already by him declared a Foe, I adv^ged in or^ 
der only to terrifie him into Reafon, and by thoCe 
14eansthat we m,ight have cQpie to a more friend^ 
iy Parly, and an amicable Interview, dt if there 
were nq avoiding Wa^r , I refolvcd td.)eave the 
$«C<;eli6iof^.lt^:]^(WK^^tbc*(^ and»^ * 
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pc6ted whaceircr their Ckmmcy thought fit to 
beflow. Fartwel. 

tKTTER CXXXIX. 

The Emperor Julian^ to the Philofopher May^ 
imus ; vohpi was the FerJ^n tb^t perverted 
him. 

* 

IUfe your Letters as Alexander the Great is 
faid to have done the Pqchis of flpmer j i 
!p with them under my Pillow, and read thcit 
^aily over and over, with as frelh a Defire^ ^ 
if they were always new. Wherefore if yosi 
would allow me the Converfation of your 
P^tiy that is, if you would give me a pcrfea 
pifilure qf your fel^ write, and write daily, o^c 
rather by the Favour and Pcrmiffion of the God$ 
come to me, afluring your felf that I have noi 
perfcS Enjoyment of Life in yqur Abfence, ex* 
cept in your Letters. Farewel. 



LETTER CXL. 
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the Emperor Juliati to the Same ; fent toge^ 
ther with his Writings , which befuimitsi 
to the Gorre^ioft of that Phfkfofher. 

TH B Fables afliire ns , That the E^ foar$ 
aloft with her CaUotir. Voiuiig ; <^M)ofiog 
them to the Ray« <^the Sim ; due die God tBoAx. 

wan. 
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naDQcrfend IpijWndogs to you, astoMr* 
M7» ,.iibe God or Eloquence \ (bar, if you can 
Ixar cheii!»youms^detemine» according to your 
Jqd^oscnt, vrhether they (hall be publifhed, or 
if apt that you immediately throw them away 
as Strangers to the! Mufes\ or elfe commit them 
10 the Floods as Adu|terous. The Rhine thus doo 
t^O09$h no Injum when it bears away their 
fporious Ifiue» as the Revenger of the polluted 
Nuptial Bed, fince it bears up, and fuppons on 
the Surface of its Waters the Off-fpring of the 
Vfrtitous Embraces , and reftores th^m to the 
AtfiRS of the trembling and expe£|itig Mother^ 
* by (aving the Inbnt^ proves a copcajin Te* 
my of the chaft and uncorrupted Mf^mi^c^ 
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The Emper§r Julian to Oribafius ; Being an 
Account of his Druam^ and a Complaint of 
Eufeb^os the Eunuch f, 

TH E Divine Homer tells us, There are two 
Doors to the Place of Dreams , and that a 
faf different Credit muft be given to the Pre* 
^Sdpdi qt thofe that come out of each. Yet 
certiunly, if ever youforedw any thing in Sleep, 
your laft Dreanai was very Prognoftic , for I my 
kif had one not unlike it; Mabougbt I faw m 
kUtrge HaB^ s MifJpHsJimg 2^ee, h^ng t&warJe 
th^Gtwndy under which^ at its Riot ^ wssufimsB 
fiour'ifiie^ tender and kindred Sfrout: Bm Iwas not 
sUitle conmnel^ lefi that UttU T^fufiould ke. do^ 

iroyed. 
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pf^yti and pmhhtd up with the mater. 'JffrosciiM^ 
)»eartrJfa7V the great em fain aU alfttg^ Im the MiMbp 
ahd the little me ufrigj^i t^ Jitjf ended ahve th 
Ground y which wheH Ifa^y /, Unth a great deifi «f 
Rage and Lahoury Med ekty Alas I bow great a Tret 
if fallen , and hbw near feri^ihg tio ii its JUtle khh^ 
dred SproUt ! Here a Man^ to me entirefy unh$m 
hid me refleB and confider what If aw » atid to he 
good Courate^ forfmce its Root jet remamed i»t_ 
Ground^ that little Tree would revive ^ and fix it 

felfthemmfitmly. This was my Dream » Jr^ 
What it forebodes, the Gods alone can tell: Bb^ 
I earneftly defire fome Infdrniarion about thac 
IXricked Bnnuch, and whether l^hat he faid of 
tne was before or after he faw nle, in whidi I 
would haVe you to ^ive ine the beft Light yodt 
Can. He knowi Very well , how often I haV& 
Overlooked, and connived at his vexing the Pea- 
t>Ie of the Province, to fo partial a degree, as 
was unworthy indeed of my Dignity , while 
fome Complaints I would not hear , others I 
Would not allowj others I would not believe^ 
and imputed many to the Fauk of hisFtiendsand 
Dome/ticks. But when he would Stigmatize mt 
with fo foul a Blot , by {ending his Miffive Pans- 
phkts abroad, full of all the Infamous ContutncH 
lies and i^ccufations he could forge, whatouililt 
I not (o have done ? Should I be Paflive, hold ttj^ 
Peace, and put up the Affironr > or attadc faite ^ 
The firft would be bafe and fervile , ai weH at 
difpleafing; to the Gods, the latter, 'tis true, would 
be both luft afid brave, and worthy a FrcemaOp 
but this could noc then be execu'ted, by itafbnl 
of thofe many important Aifairi , I w!as dtabar*^ 
railed with and involved in at diat fitte. You Will 
iskmechciH whatCourfeltoirtt; why befoite:i 



114 tfel^TERS^/ 

great many Perfons, who I knew would be fiire 
CO give him a full Account of the Matter, I only 

iaid, Tbere is no douht hut be wHl correS his Wri^ 
ib^jf fir now &r is extremefy intern ferste , imd wt- 

irspcHs. This Moderation of mine, ^was fo for 
from reducing him to Modeftyand Temper, that 
he &ewout into fuch Extravagancies, as noino- 
deft Tyrant would have atceuipted , especially 
frjien he knew me fo near him. What could a 
Pilciple of Tlato and Arifioties do upon this Oc- 
tafion ? Should I furreiiyder the Miierable into 
tlie Fbnds orif Robbers ? or rather defend thofe as 
wdi as 1 could, who now CI believe^ are near 
their End, by their abandoned Contrivance. Cer« 
cainly there can be nothing more bafe, nor more 
unwonhy the Rites of BiariaU than for the Mili- 
tary Tribunes to quit their Ranks , though in the 
Fac^ of Death ^ when they were to refcue the 
Unhappy from Injury, eipecially when they 
)wcre to. fight againft fuch a Company of B^m^ 
ilitti^ with fo well furnifhed an Army as mine^ 
with the Gods as Friends. But in all the 
rents of Fortune, and all our Enterprizes » the 
beateft Comfort a Man can find, is a clear 
and unlpotted Conicience. I hope the Gods 
will fpare that fAm of Probity Salufiius. Nor 
floukl I efteem it any Evil , if he were to be 
xny fpeedy SuccdTor : For a (hort time fpent in- 
nocently and well , I judge preferable to an Imr 
mortaUty of Sinning. . The Verifatetiak Philofo^ 
phy is not more fluggiCh than the Sioick^ not with- 
(landing the falfe Imputations of ibme Men : Be- 
twixt which I take this to be dbe true Difference, 
that one is the more cunning and turbulent, and 
the other more prudent, that is to perfevere in 
our Opinion without Change. FareweL 
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the Emperor Julian, te ^ngttmt the Pbibf^ 
fher ; Dejirifig hhn to torite to him. 

THEY tell us , that Daiaha ittempt«d by 
Alt x6 vanquifli the Dcfeds of NaiUrc, ma^ 
king his Son It^rus Wings of Wax to beat hiib 
aloft ft6m his CoAfirtement. I admiie his A 
but cannot his Prudencc^incomtrntting theSafe 
of his Son to fo fndl aSiipport befbrettny otfe d.^ 
had madeTryal of the Experiment. But could 
I have the With of Anacnon^ and be cdnverced 
into a Bird, it fhould not Mi to fly to Ohmfut » oc 
onany AiiiorousExpedicioni or Comiuaint , bdt 
to the Summits of your Mountains, u ^Emirace 
ibee my Care , as Sappho has it. But iiiiee Nature 
has confined me to this Prifon of my Body, and 
does not permit me tb bear my felf thrO* the fub^ 
blime Regions of the Air^ Til follow you at ksA 
on thofe Wings ihe gives me, Sot I wiif write to 
you i and to be with yoq that Way I mayi 
Certainly Hiwer ufed the Epithet WiHgi^oWordsi 
becaufe they might be fent into v^hat Part of the 
World we pleafe, for they fly away Kke fidft 
Birds where-ever We command ttieili. But yoil^ 
my Friend, in your turn, ought to write tom^'j 
for you have a Pen of as ftrong , or firongef a 
Wing than mine, by which^you can touch your 
Friends^ and varioufly delight them, asif yo«! 
were prcfent; FarewcL 
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LETTER CXLm. 

ti^ Biifer«r Jnlian tt Eoebolas ; ferfiuu^ 
bim that i« Returning Silver for 6*Ui he 
Aealt fairly hy him ; jince Silver wis the 
i»re Eiecellent Metali 

PIN DA R J fiiys the Silver Mmfes, tohiparin] 
their Brig^titels and SpIendor» to the mol 
Bright zn4 Excelient Biatter of the Univerfe. 
The. wife Hcnul^ gives the E^thet Vlufirms to 
SilTer,. and fays, Tm$ SiPuir Streams to the Water ; 
becaufe tbcf gave a gay and bright Refledion, as 
if enl^tned by the Rays of the Sun. The Beau^ 
tiful Af/^&ys, Teu Siher Mom y zxiA for that 
itaibn will have it, that all the other Planets are 
obfcared by her : Wherefore fufier me to coqf- 
pare the Gods to Silver,rather than Gold. For I am 
not the firft that aifert^that Silver is more adapted to 
diC ule of Mankind, than Gold, that is more com- 
mendable, nor hides it felf in the Ground from 
the Eyes and Hands of Men , like Gold , ibut is 
ffireeabte to the View, and more convenient for 
tSe Necelfities of Life; All this is the Opinion 
ctf the Antients themfelves, If therefore, in Re- 
torn for the Gold you fent me, I remit you Silver", 
believe not your Prefent under-paid, or that you 
are lels obliged than I am ; nor imagine you have 
had in this the Fate of Glaucus in the Eitcjiangc 
of his Arms ^ for Diomedts himfelf would not 
have changed Silver Arms for thofe of Gold, be. 
Caufethefewere much more ufeful, and fitter like 
Lead to blunt and rebate the Edge of a Sword^ 
than thofe of Gold. I have from your owii 
Word% taken this Handle of Jefting with the 

t^icatcr 
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greater Freedom. But if you would fend me 
Prefects more precious and valuable than Gold 
^rite daily to me ; for I fhould prefeir the leaft 
Letter from you mqcb beyond the greateft Adr 
vantages I am capable of expecting. Fare weli 



LETTER CXLIV. 

The Emperor Julian to Euftochius ; caOingkh 
* Friend to the Honour of the Confulfhip. 

TH E Wife Hefioi fays, We ought to invite 
our Neighbours to our Feaus, that they 
may be merry with us » who have a ftare of 
our Misfortunes. But Tm of Opinion, We 
ought rather to invite our Friends, than Neigh- 
bours, becaufe a Neighbour may be our Ene- 
my, which a Friend can no more be, than 
Black Whitd, or Cold Hear. But that Voa 
have always been my Friend, of a Conftanc 
and unAaken Fidelity , my Zealous Love - for 
you. is a fufficient Proof. Come therefore, 
c^me to me that you may take Pofleilion of the 
Dignity of the Confulfinf. If yoa defire any 
thing more, know I have fent m your Friend» 
J^ncJia, gnd EnoJiHs. FareweL 
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LETTER CXLV. 

The Effriperor Julian to Callixina , hejtovomg 
on him a dcuhle friefihood^ for his Con^ 
ftancy to the Polytheifin. 

[ A Juft Man is only try'd by Time, according 
jfjl^ tothe Anticntsj hut I Ihall Venture to add, 
Thiat by Time I have try- d a Pious and Reltgious 
Man, You*Jl fay , the LoVe and Faith of Fern- 
lope to her Husband, was difcoveredby Timej 
but who, that has not made a Debauch in the 
Juice of the drowfie ManJragora would prefer 
a Woman's Love of her Husoand to Piecy and 
Religion. Nor will any Man , that confiders 
rightly think the Love of Penelcfe to her Huf- 
band, though the perpetual Theme of fuccee- 
ding -Ages, oears any Proportion to thy Merit, 
when they refleft on thd Iniquity of the Times, 
and the different Caufcs, as well as different Try- 
als ye have both gone through. But do not 
you look on that as a fmall Praifc, when for your 
A£tions the whole Senate of the Gods will return 
you their Thanks, and when I crown your Me^.- 
lit with a double Priefthood, adding to that you 
already enjoy thofe of Ceresy and the Mothar of the 
GoJsy in the Sacred City oiPeJimm. Farewcl. 
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LETTER CXLVt 

r 

fhe Emperor JmUm to the zBuffrious Scrapidb| 
containing the Praije of Figgs^ and of the 
iJumBer of loo, jrom^ a Pryehi fent iy hint 
of an Hundred figgs of Damafcus. 

« 

TH E Preftnt generally made our Friendii is 
Praife, but I fend you an Hundred long 
Figgs of Damafcus , the agreeable Profpedl of a 
delicious Banquet. Their Numbef, I muft con- 
fefe, were coo inconfiderable to Delight, did not 
their Beauty fufficiently fupply that Defeft. If 
you*Jl believe Arifiopbanes^ there is nothirig fwec- 
rer, or more delicious than a Figg , except Ho- 
Jtcy J nor, a little after, will he yield the Prdfe-i 
rcnce even to Honey. Herodotus^ to give a lively 
Image of a perfcdt Solitude and Defart-PIacc, 

fays. It had neither Vigg , nor arty other Thin^ thai 

ivas Good^ as if a Figg was the King of Fruits, ot 
that <vhere Figgs arc to be found, there could nrf 
other Good be wanting. Wife flfowf r alfo, whtf 
praifes the reft of Fruit, either on Account of their 
Magnitude,Beauty orGoodnefs, to the Figg atdnej^> 
gives the Tide of Sweet. He calls Honey Tellow^ ttf 
avoid beftowing the Name oi Sweet on that which 
fometimes is Bitter. But to a Figg he appro^ 
priatcs the Epithet, Sweet by Reafon in its Pro- 
priety it challenges that Name, Hiff cerates telk 
you , Honey isfweet to theTafie , hut hitter to the 
Smelly from whom I , by no Means, diflent, be- 
caufe, by Univerfal Opinion, it breeds the Spleen, 
and changes the Humours into a contrary Tafte ; 
Which yet plainer demonftrates its Utter Namre r 
For if that were not its Original, it could never 

Z i be 
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"c changed into Bitter. But the Figg is not on- 
ly fweet to the Tafte^ but odorous to tJie Smell j 
and fo ufeful to Mankind , that jiriflotle thinks it 
Uf^ficijick againft all raannet of Poifon, and that 
t(^ this Reafon,^ in that it is eaten both at the be- 
mnningand^hd of a Meal, as if it were the only 
^red^ Remedy againft the Injuries of Food. Who- 
ever knows its ute, wiH not doubt but that Figgs 
were confecratcd to the Gods, made ufe of on 
all Altars, as fit for all Incenfc, by the Inftitution 
of fome wifc.Pricft, skilled in the Holy Rites of 
Heaven. The Learned Tbeepbrafius in his Trea- 
xi(c of Agriculture , fpeaking of thofe Tree^ that 
irould admit of Inoculation , chiefly celebrates 
theFigg-Tree, for receiving the Buds of other 
Trees in greater Variety, and with more Suc- 
ceisthan any oth^r whatever j infomuch that if 
you lopp'd offev'ty Branch, andgraffed a feve- 
ralCienon each,y!:t would it maintain andfuffice 
them all} fo that a View of this one Tree could 
fometimes fupply you with a Profpeftof a whole 
Garden, fending from its own Body Nutriment 
and Subftance to the Various and numerous Pro- 
geny of different Fruits. And whereas the Fruits 
of other Trees laft but awhile, unable to bear any 
Age, that of the Figg Tree out-lives the prefent 
Year, and remains Good at the Appearance of 
theenfuing. Homer ^ in bis Dcfcription of the 
Gardens of Aldnous tells us, the Fruit there had 
fcveral Ages ^ and though that might be but a 
Poetical Fable, as to the reft, yet 'tis certainly 
true, as to the Figg , which is the moft lafting 
Fruit the Garden produces. This is the general 
Nature of the Figg, but with us, it is much 
more Excellent, for as in Comparifon with other 
Pl^pts, ir, vViihout ControverficT carries away 

the 
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the Pre-eminence, fo among Figgs tfiofe of Da- 
mafeus excel j nor witliout Reafon, for it is but 
Juft the True City of Jme^ the Eye of ali the 
^afi: ( I mean the Large and Sacred Damafc$rij 
as (he excels all others in the Pomp of her Sacri^ 
fices. Magnificence of her Temples , Seafons of 
the Year, Brightnefs and Clearnefs of her Fouh- 
tains, the Multitude of her Rivers, and Fertilit^^ 
of her Soil, fhould be particular in the Excellence 
of this Fruit. For which Reafon this Tree wiM 
not endure Tranfplanting, nor retain its Good* 
tiefsout of it^ o;wn Qime, is difdaining a Po« 
reign Birth. Gold and iSilvcr are to be found in 
many Countries : But ours alone bears this Plant, 
which plainly refufts to grow to Pejrfedlion any 
where elfe. As the Terfian Silkj Indian RaritieSi, 
and whatever is moft precious in the t/^;A/(?p/4iii 
Countries, IS, by the Merchants , iranfporteji to. 
other Nations, (0 export we our Figgs to all Re- 
16ns, as being in no other Place to be had 
rood J nor is there any People fo diftant, Ot^ 
Ifland fo remote, which has not a Value for thiji 
Trafick, and a Reli/h of itsSwect^iefs. ThelTa- 
bles of Kings have the Figg for ^n Ornament | 
and it crowns the Pomp of every Banque^. Nei^ 
ther Checfcake, Tart, Bifcuit, or afty parjt of the 
niceftD^yerrcan boaft half theCharmsof thi| iFruit : 
fo wonderfully does it excel all others whatfdeverX 
Other Fjggs are enly Good in AutHmny of wheij 
dry'd, but thefe ofhamafcmy are fo, Ijoth on the 
Tree and ^Arlien they are laid in tfje Sun. if you 
view their Beauty on the Trees, and how, with 
their Icmg Stems, they dangle down from ev'ry 
Bough J how the Tree fprrpunds its Fruit in 4 
Circk ; and how, by that Roundnefs, it varies 
its Form, j^ou would think them fo many Jewels^ 
l^angin^ from a Chain about the Neck. T^cf ^ 
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is a Myftery in the Art ofpreferving tfaefe Figgs, 
as curious as they are pleabnt ; for they are not 
like others of this kind thrown up in HeapesL 
|cl placed in the Sun j but they are gather a 
by one, and iingly hang; on the Walls from 
>rny Branches, partly, that they may whiten, 
by the daify Influence of the pure Rays of the Sun, 
and partly, to fecure them from Vermie, and the 
Beaks of Ikcle Birds by the Thorns and Prickles. 
Thus much for the B/r^i, Sweetnefs^ Trefaration 
fnd Ufe of cur Figg$ ^/Damafcus. Now I fhall 
^ow you the Excellence of the Centenary Numben 
ibmer^ in tjfky 0|;»nion, did not lightly, and with* 
put Caufe furnilli jF^w^, in his Poem, with a fliw»- 
^red-foU Shield^ but couqhes under that Number 
ibme great and hidden Secret j that is, he gave 
the mbft perfeiQ: Number to the moft perfeS: of 
ithe Gods j or becaufe the whole Univerfe, ex- 
preljed by the Orb of the Shield, coijld not be 
dcfcribed but by the Centenary Number. For thfe 
pme Reafon the Hundred-baniei Brlarem is placed 
3iext that God, and contends with his faid Fa« 
ther, to cxprefe the PerfeSion of his Strength, by 
the moft perfeft of Numbers. Thus the 7heban 
'Pindar^ finging the Triumphs of Jupiter over the 
Gi^nt Tyfbosus^ thinks be dcfcribes the Gran- 
deur of the Vanquiflier fufficicntly, by telling us 
fee overthrew the Hundred-hczdtd Monfter at a 
iplow i as if no other Giant durft contend witK 
yove^ but he whom his Mother had arm'd with 
sin Hundred Heads, or that no God, hut Jupiter^ 
could obtain fo fignal a Viftory. The Lyric Poet 
Symomdes^ oMsJpolloy by Way ofPraifc, Ekaton^ 
and by this alone, as a Sacred Note or Mark, a-^ 
chores his Surname , for killing the Serpent Tytbm 
>vi(h an Hundred Arrows: Nay, hefcemsmore 
\ •'.'•■ ' . •• pleas'4 
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pleais'd to be callM Eiaton , than Tytblan^ as ra« 
king that for an Hereditary Name or Title. 
Crete , that was the Nurfe of Jsipiter , as ^ 
Reward of her firft receiving the new-b""' 
God, received the Glory of one Hundred Cii 

Tbehes Was calFd Hecatcntapolis by Horner^ from 

the Magnificence of having an Hundred Gates, 
ril pa^ over the Hecatombs of the Gods, the * Het^ 
catomped Temples , Altars of an Hundred Pedc- 
ftals, the Centenary Cloyfters or Galleries } Fields 
of an Hundred Acres, and all other Things, as 
well Divine as Humane , diftinguilh*d by the 
Number of an Hnpdred. This Number diftip- 
guiflies the Orders of Wzx and Peace, the Mili- 
tary Forces being divided into Centuries , under 
Ceuturicnsj and tne Judges of Civil Affairs, Mar-* 
(hard in that Number. But the Laws of an E- 
piftle forbid my proceeding farther y and I thini; 
I muft ask your Pardon for bringing more In- 
dances already than the Matter required. If, by 
your Approbation , my Letter be allow'd to rite 
to a Mediocrity of Goodneis, I am fatisfied, for 
then it may juftly paC» on the Eyes of others, fup- 
ported by the Authority of your Judgment j but 
if it ftands in need of Correction, it cannot fail 
into better-qualified H^nds to tranfmit it perfc£l 
to the Publick View* Farewel. 

* Hemflesfprcading of en \ oo foot on every fide^ as thof 
^/ Minerva i» Athens. 
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LETTER CXLVa 

.the Emperor Julian ; to Jamblichus the Philom 
fopher ; celelrating his Praife. 

ULTSSES thoughtlt enough to rcprefs his 
Sbn*s Opinion of him, by faying, 

lamm God^ why dofi thou e^nal me to the 
ImmoruU ? 

But I am, indeed, fcarce fo much as a Man^ white 
I am abfent from hmUicbus j yet muft I avow 
my fdf ftudious to ferve , and defirous to fee 
him. Nor fliall any ones Opinion of my Un- 
worihynefs , deter me from that Love of you, 
wliich I fliall ever profefs. I find not that the 
Multitude of Admirers of excellent Statues , has 
ever leffened the praife of the Artift, but, that on 
the contrary, by their Paffion for them, they have 
rendered them a mor^ true and lively Delight. 
Your ComplOTient of placing me among the wife^ 
Men of old, makes me notfo biin^i^ as not to fce^ 
that I am as hx from their Merit, as I own my 
felf fljort of their Difcipline and Learning. But 
in you are not only joined Pindar^ DemomtHs and 
the Anti^nt Orfbeusy but alfo all the Greek Phiio- 
fophers that have ever flourift'd in that kind of 
Knowledge , in like manner as the Harmony 
arifingout of the various Sounds of the Lyre, pro- 
duces a perfe£t Mufical Compofition. They tell 
ps the v^gyptian Proteus Chang 'd himfclf into 
various Forms, as being afraid to difcover his 
Wifdom tp thofe that enquir*^ aqy thing of him. 

But 
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But if TfcUus was wife indeed, as ttcmtr aflures 
us he was Matter of a great deal of Wifdom, thd* 
I itiuft approve that, yet muft I always condemn 
his Tpmper , it beipg altogether unbecoming a 
good Man, and the Part indeed of a wicked Im- 
poftor, to conceal himfeJf on purpofe to avoid do- 
ing Good to Mankind. How great an Admira^ 
tion and Veneration therefore, do you challenge 
from us, firft in chat your Wifdom eqaals that of 
Troteus^ and much more , becaufe you are not a 
Niggard of your Noble Qualifications, as he was, 
but rather impart your Vertue and Knowledge 
of the fublimeft Sciences, and difperfe yourfliining 
Rays around, like the Sun, to all Men, not only 
by inftrudtiiig thdprefentby your Difcourfes and 
Example, but likewife the abfcnt by your Wri- 
tings, In this you excel the Antient Orpheus ^ for 
whereas he confum'd his Time and Art in footh- 
ing and taming WildBeaftsj you, as if you 
were placed in this World for nothing but the 
Health of all Mankind, in all Places imitate the 
Hand of t^fculafius^ and with that Saldtiferous 
and Eloquent Voice, difpenfe Inftruflion to all 
the Earth : Which makes me judge that Horner^ 
if alive , woul^iuore juftly have faid of you, 
than of him he oTd, 

One jet aliv^ffreads round tbeffacious Glebe. 

For you alone cherifh and nouriOi that Fire of 
Antient Form, which is, as it were, a Sacred 
Spark of Real and Fruitful Learning. Wherefore 
grant (O Jupiter the Preferver, and Holy Afer- 
cnry ) the Enjoyment of long Life to lanibVtchus^ 
the Common Benefa^or to Mankind s And 
iince iris tm tobcdoubted^ but that the^;9/j- 

tnti 
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§nts made fuch juft Vows and Prayers for, and by 
them kngthened the Lives of Homers Tlato^ Se^ 
0'ates and other Perfons of Confpicuotis Merit 
that appeared among them, fo it can't be amifs 
in us to pour out the like to^the. Immortal Gods 
to prolong to an extreme and happy old Age, the 
Life of a Man equal to them 9!)) both in Morals 
and Eloquence. Farewel. 



LETTER CXLVra. 

The Emperor Julian to Amcrius ; comforting 
him upon the Lofs of his iVife. 

> 

YOUR Letter concerning the Lois of your 
Wife, I affure you , coft me fome Tears. 
*Tis indeed a juft Caule ef Grief to have a young, 
handfome , chafie and dear Wife j and, more- 
aver, the Mother of a beautiful OfF-fpringfnatph- 
cd away before her Time, like a Taoer juft light- 
ed, and foon after extinguifhed ; but that this 
ihould be your Cafe, is what gives me a fenfible 
Concern: For, indeed, my Dear -^weriwi, you, 
of all Men, defcrvM leaft to tafte the bitter Cup 
of any Misfortune, or Sorrow, being fo Eminent 
for your Eloquence, and your Friend fliip. But 
Were I writing to any other, on this Occafion I 
Ihould be much more Prolix, by muftering up 
^ the Arguments I could draw from the Corn* 
inonFateofallMen, which is compclfd by in- 
evitable Deftiny, to undergo Difafters, especi- 
ally the Death of Friends ; the Confideration of 
which i^. the ^reateft Comfort on fuch Acd^nts, 
^' "v " ' ■ "■' ' ' ' an^ 
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^nd many other Topicks for the eafiog an exor- 
bitant Sorrow ^ but (ince it would feetp.too mean 
to urge thofe Arguments we ule to the Igno- 
rant, to one that teaches and inftruQs others, 
omitting all other Lenitives, I will only relate 
you a Fable, or rather the true and real Saying of 
a wife Man, perhaps not unknown to you , tho* 
CO many, from whence you may rake as healing 
a Draught of Joy as Tekmachus is faid to have 
done from ih^Sfartan Damfel. They aflure us, 
that Demofritus of Jbdera told Darius^ when no- 
thing could allay his Grief for the Death of his 
young beautiful Wife, that he would raifc her 
from the Dead, if he would but fupply him with 
the Neceflaries required for fuch an Operation. 
ThcKing bid him command whatever he pleas'd, 
without Regard to the Expence. The Philofo- 
pher, after a little Paufe, replies , All Things elfi I 

have fuffcient^ only one Matfsrial Ingredient I want, 
which I can hy no Means imagine hov^ to come hy^ but 
you ferhaps ( fpeaking to Darius) being King of 4U 
Afia, mdy be able to find it out. Being ask'd, whac 
wonderful Thing this was, which only fo great 
a King could find ? He reply *d , if the King 
would command the Names of three Women 
to be ingrav'd on his Wive's Tomb , whom no 
Body had ever grieved for, flie would undoubt- 
edly return to Life« But Darius y on Enquiry, 
finding none of that kind , Democritus laughing^ 
as he us*d to do, cry*d our. Art not thouf O Da- 
rius ! one of the foolifiiefi of Men^ who ^lone dejkifi 
to efcafe that, which no AdJn elfe ever didder ever 
wiBiforyou will find that the mofi: haffy and fortunate 
pf this Life^ have felt fome private Sorrows. This 
indeed was a jqft Method to take with Darius a 

barbarian , and OQc obncadoua an4 obf^^^ious 

/. • '.. ' - ' ■ .• . ■■* ■ . • ^ ' ' ■ , . Tf\ 
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to Pleafure and Grief j but you , being both a 
Grecian and ftudious of True Learning, ought to 
derive the Command of your felf from your 
fcif : For indeed it would be a fliame> too infa- 
mous, todeny that to Reafon, which Time wpuW 
certainly obtain. FareweL 



LETTER CXLIX. 

Ti&r Emperor Julian to Ar&dus, Pontifex or 
Chief Priefl of Galacia ; ahout the Methods 
of promoting the Reporation ofJJolatry. 

THE fmall Progrefs the Gentile Religion 
makes fo very ftort of my Defires, is 
owing to the Prpfcflbrs thereof The Gifts wc 
have received from the Gods » arc Splendid, 
Great and more Excellent , than we could have 
the Confidence to wifli or hope : For fuch and 
{o great a Change in fo fliorc a Time ( be Nemefis 
propitious to what I fayj who con id not long 
£nce, have expefted. But what is the Caufc of 
our acquiefcing here, ofourrcfting fatisfiedwith 
what is already done, as if (here were nothing 
farther requisite to be done ? or why do we not 
rather turn our Eyes to confider what ba« given 
fuch Growth to the Impious Religion ot the 
Chriflians ? I mean their Care of and Benignity 
to Strangers, their Burying the Dead, and that 
Sanftimony of Life which diey put on. All this^ 
I am of Opioioni >/ve ought truly and (incerely to 
perform. Nor do I ttunk this fufHcient , but 
would have you to oblige all the G«AffM9 Priefts^, 
dd^ef by Threats or tlew>n tq; be Men ofHonour ^ 
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and Honefty, or mher\vifc to degrade them jfrom 
chc Wefthood, if they, their Wives and Pafiiily 
are net exemplar in their Affiduiry, in adoring 
the Gods and attending their Temples, and tl)ac 
they fuffer not the Wives, Servants ot Childi;en 
of the Galileans to behave themfelvcs infolently to 
the Gods, or prefer I-mpiety to Piety. Next ex* 
lioi't the Priefts not to go to any of the Publicfc 
Showes, or drink in Taverns, and Pubick Houfes, 
or profefs any mean or infamous Art or Trade. 
Reward thofc that are obedient to you in this- 
Reformation, and expel the Refradtory. Build a 
great many Hofpitafe, and Inns, in every City, 
tor the Benefit of Travellers j to the end Stran- 
gers may enjoy the Advantages of our Liberality, 
and not only ihofe of ©ur Religion , but likcwife 
the Profeffors of the contrary, may have the Benefit 
of them,if they are deftiture of Mony. I have fotind 
puta F«»ifor fupplying you with Ncceffariesfor 
perfeSing all this I have ordered. For I have com- 
manded to be ddiver'd to you 30000 BuAefsof 
Wheat, and 60000 Quarts of Wine Annually, 
the filth Part of which I allot to the Poor that 
ferve the Priefts, and order the reft to be diftribu* 
ted among the poor Travellers and Beggars for 
their Relief. For 'tis a jhame, that wheieas none 
of the Jews are fuffer'd to beg , being fupplied 
by their Se^ and the Impious Galileans not only 
feed their own, but our Poor alfo, that the fol* 
lowers of our Religion ibbuid feem deftitute of 
that Help and Relief, which we ought to fupply 
ours with. Teach therefore the Gentiles to lay 
out their Money in fucKgood Offices j and ufe the 
Country People to ofiering their firft Fruits 16 the 
•Gods, . and thefe fort of A as of Beneficence, and 
make it appear to then^ tba( this is a Duty of 

very 
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very Atitient and Venerable Original j for Hom^ 
Introduces Eumatis^ fpeaking thus : 
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Jffomt pMr Guefi JhoutJ to my Hosffi refirt^ 
Mj Smiles Jhoidd give him welcome i Mj Wealth 

(/in J Wants 
Troceed from Jovc j mt Great my Store , hut 

J (Free. 

Let us riot therefore fuffer others to rob us of 
<mr Praife, by an Imitation of our good A£tions, 
whilft we, through Sloth and Negligence, be- 
come infamous j left we thus feeni to oetray our 
Piety toihc Gods. If ihear of your Diligence in 
the Execution of thcfc' Commands, you wilt give 
me a great deal of Joy and Pleafure. • Very fel- 
dom go to the Palace, to make your Coureto the 
^overnours , but often write to them. : Let na 
Prieft gof out to meet them in the Street on their 
Publick Entries ^ and only attend their coming 
within the Temple, when they defign thither, 
iior ftall any Soldidr march before them, though 
they are at Liberty to follow in what Number 
they pleafe. But as foon 2S they efiter the Tem- 
ple, they become private Perfons, and you are 
Chief of all within thofe Sacred Walk , accor- 
ding to the Divine Law. Thofe that obey you 
are Pious, and thofe, who, out of Arrogance, re- 
fift youi are Oftentatiouis Boafters, Hypocrites, 
and Seekers of Vain-gldty. I am ready to bring 
Relief to VeJJlnui^ provided he propitiates the Mo- 
ther of the Gods: But^if he prefumes to defpife 
and contemn her, ho will not only incurthe Pe- 
nalty of the Laws, hut,; what is yet more, :wiif 
provoke me to a very bigh JD^ee. Bor Ui$' am . 
akomJnakk f^chdneftjo Jiftfihm wbo,mkisi€iar 
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m$b 'thi hafp Gods, Perfuade him therefore to 
adore the Mother of the Gods, if he defires I 
fliould take him under my Care and Protedion. 
FareweL 
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the Emperor]vX\^Xi^ to the Chrijlian Prof ejfors 
ifi the Schools ; jsirhidiing them to make 
ufe of, or teach any of the Greek Authors. 

WE efteem True Dofilrine to confift in a 
folid Affcaion of the Mind well inftru-^ 
S:edj a true and certain Judgment, and in Max^ 
ims of Good and Evil, of what's Hon^ or Dif- 
honeft, not in the Oftentatious Sound of Tongue, 
and Pompous Words. Thofe therefore, who be- 
lieve one thing and teach their Scholan anotheri 
feem as diftant from Knowledge as Honefty. Nay^ 
the leaft Diflference betwixt the Tongue and 
Mind is Diflioneft, though the Guilt do not ex* 
ceed* Thofe that, in Matters of higheft Impor- 
tance, leach what they do not credit themfclves j 
are like ill Vintners , whopalm on the Company 
fium'dWine, which they know to be abomina- 
bly Bad. All Profeflbrs therefore 6t any Part of 
Learning, ought to be Honeft Moral Men, sUid 
jfliould not advance new upftart Opinions, foreign 
CO the Senfe aad received Notions of the People^ 
Such efpecially ought thofe to be, who inftruS 
Youth in the Writings of the Antients, be they 
either Bittoricians, Srawmariam , oc principally 
Sefhi^sy who pretend not bnly to inftrua in 
Words, kk Langui^e, bat evcnia Alorab, and 
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challenge tO themfeives a Right to Political Le^ 
Sures, and delivering Rules and Maxims of State, 
tbeAdminiftration ofCommonweakhs, ^^. Whe-^ 
ther tbefe Pretences are juft or not^ I /hall not 
now enquire ; I commend their Aim at fo Noble 
aiid eitcellent a Science, but they fliould have a 
much greater Praife from mc, if they were more 
Veracious, and did not confiite themfelves , by 
believing one thing, while they teach a contrary 
to their Scholars, timer, HeficJ^ Demofibenes^ Ue^ 
ttfJotusy ThMcydidesy IficrattSj LyciaSy&C. learned 
and wrote under the Juf^ices of the God& Dees 
not one of thefe think himfelf (acred to Mercwj^ 
another to the Mufes ? Wherefore it feems tome 
abfurd for thefe Pedagogues to explain and teach 
thefe Books , who ridicule and contenm tbofe 
Qods wbidi thefe Authors ador*d. But not be-^ 
caufe I think this Abfurd, do I oblige or com-^ 
mand them to change their Opinion for tbe £ike 
of their Sdiolars ; I give them this Choice, that 
eithex they teach no more what they think not 
Good, or if they had rather fUU teach on j that 
they teach firft Gncerely and truly , and convince 
their Scholars that Uomtr^ Hefiod, and the reft ot 
thofe whom they explain , and whom they con* 
demn as guilty of Impiety, Madnefs, and Error to 
the Gods, were no fuch Men. For elfe they muft 
argue themfelves guilty of the higheft Avarice, 
and Bafencfs, living by the Writings of thefe Men» 
which they do only for the fake of a few poor 
Drachmas. Till now indeed there concur*d a 
great many Circumftances and Things , whicb 
deny*d them the Freedom of a Recourfe to the 
Temples ; and Fear might be allowed a fuffidenc 
Plea for their not expl^ning the True Notions, 
and Opinions c^ the Gods. But now when U^ 

berty. 



bcrty, by the Favour of thofe Deities , is eftabli- 
/hed, it fccms to me^extreipefy abfqJSd to teach 
Men thofe Authors, whom theyeftecm Wicked: 
JTct if they think there is any Wifdpm in ihg 
Books they teach, and whofe interpreters they 
fir, let them firft ftudy to imitate cheir Piety iq 
the Gods. But if they think thofe Authors guilty 
of Offence againft themoftHoI)Cltam6ita(s, thc^i 
let them go into the Churches bf rhe GallUans^ 
and there explain Matthew and Luke ^ in Obei 
dience to whom^you forbid Men -our ReligioliJ 
Worfliip. I would have your Ears, and yout 
Tongue (to ufe your Phrafe j to be born again 
in thefc Things, of which I wifh always to par- 
ticipate, and that with all that Lovfe me. Thig 
Common Law fhaH be eftablifh'd far aH Teachers, 
Schooi-mafters and Inftru£tors of Youth : For 
there /ball be no Force us^d to thofe thathavtf 
a mind to hear, but they fhall be lefc to their 
Liberty. I tHnk it unjaft to 4iruft out the 
Youth from the Right Path, wlio are yet ignai 
rant of the Road they take, or^to cowipel than 
by Force topurfue the Inftitutes of their Fore-i 
fathers. Although indeed it wpuid be juft per- 
haps to cure them againft their Will, and in 
fpight of their Refinance as impotent and mad i 
yet, for my part, I Ie?vc them all to a Liberty of 
enjoying their Difcafe; forwcougjht tohclp, not^ 
punilh, thofe that are Delirious. Farcwcl. 
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fhf Emperfn" Julian f e^ Ecebolus ; cdnterning 
th Axrmi CbriflioHS at Edc0A.^ V 
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MY paft Deolees » r^^diisgall the GsUUam 
in general, are full of Clemency and Hu* 
manity, which ordain that no Force be offer 'd 
to any of them, 'cfcac none be obliged ag^inft 
their WiU to go to the Tetbples, nor that any 
fqffer Indignity os Abufe* But tbofe of the Ar* 
mn Church, being wanton in their Abundance 
of;Riches, have invaded the f^^Wm^nxi and 
4Qne thofe Thing;s at E/ife^ Which never before 
happened in any CiviiLasd and WeIi>govern*d 
Qcy y wherefore, in purfuit of the Command 
of their admirable Law, to the end they may 
find the eafier Paflage to Heaven, I have ordered 
aU their Money and Wealth to be feized, and afv 
ferwards to be divided among tibe Soldiers, and 
as for their Eftates, I have ordainM them to be di* 
fiributcd among my Ftiends. This I have done, 
that their Poveny might teach them Wifdom, 
and that they might not be depriv -d of the King- 
dom of Heaven, which they hope fon We alfo 
now decree and command, that thofe of EJeffa re- 
frain all manner of Sedition and Riotous Frays, left 
that defpifing my Humanity and Mildnefs, they 
bring upon themfclves the Punifliment of the In- 
folt nee acd Intemperance of the reft, by Sword, 
pxile ^nd Fiye. Faycwel. 
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The Emperor Julian to the People ; containing 
a Remiffion rf fome Arrears of their Taxes ^ 
^n a Petition prefented him^ 

A Prince that fmcl at) Eye oo hia Profit, 
and Gain, would never hearken to your 
Petition »' or £ifFer the Publick Revenue to be 
leflen'd by any private Favour, But fince my 
Deffgn is to be as Beneficial, as I jcan, to my 
Subjects, and not to gather as ihuch from 
them as I can j I forgive that ^which is due 
to me. ' That is , one half I give to the SoU 
diers, the other to your felves j who will en- 
wy even that which they receive , fince *tis 
Ddftow'd for your Peace and Security* Wc 
therefore remit what i^ due from you to the 
Third Tribujc : But, for the future, pay as you 
uS'tf to do ; for this Gift is very Large, and 
w^ muflb not who^y negle£)! the Common, 
wealth, I have wroi^ about this to the Fra^ 
Msy that you may , in EffcS , enjoy wha| \ 
|Ve now given yo^ t^y^yoirds. Farcwel. 
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the Empem Julian to Zeno, ^ Chrljlian Phjfi 
Jician ; recalling htm fnm Exile, /;f f i^ ipJ&iV^ 
' ie had been drivett h)f. (he Atians , en Acr 
count of his Religioti. 

AMONG many Prppfs of the Excellency 
you ar« afriv-d to in Phyfick, air well af' 
t&'a^ ^ual Tcmperianc6 and Conftancy of Mo- 
rals, at this time your drawing the Eyes^ Hearts . 
find Wifhes of all the Alexandrians upon you,is the 
greateft, fo great a Sting have you left behind 
you in them j nor indeed without Re^fon, for . 
flomer juftly has it. That 

- One Thjfkian is worth a tbeufandCcfmn^n Men. . . 

But you are not only a Phyfician ; but a Mafter 
aihd Ihftru£lor of alf thofe that profeis that Sci* 
cnfee, ydii being to th^to What they are to thef 
People: This is thfc Caufe of your honourable 
Recalling from Exile : For if you were driven but . 
of Alexandria by ^he Georgian "Fa^oq, you were 
illegally expieird/ and may ju^|y rcjturn. Go 
))ack therefore with Honour , and your Antiene 
Plgnity, and I challenge the Favour of both, b]f 
reftoring Zeno to the Alexandriansy and Akxandri(j^ 
to Zeno. FarcweL ' 
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Cicero to Curio ; recemmending Milo to bint} 
with a great deal of Earnefinefs^ and re^ 
quefting that he would -have as much Care of 
his Dignity and ConfuIJhipf as of his own. 

Ehad ndt yet the News orypur Arrival 
in Itai^^ when 1 fent Sexfus^ Jul'm the in- ; 
rimate Acquaintance of my , Friend Milo ^ wictl 
theie Letters to you : Butaflbon.as your Returns 
was thought near, and it was known yo^ h^d 
left jpuiy on your Journey to R\>mi \ the Jtiipor* 
ranee of my Bufinefs requiring a fpeedy Convey- 
ance of my Pacqyet, I was not apprehepfive of 
having difpatched it too foon. were I fenfible 
my Services to you were as great as. yoii .arc 
always pleafed to declare; them, I iliould be mucli 
more cautioi^, and modeft in prelfing a ^eqtielt 
of any confiderable Cohftquence j for *tis witK 
Relndance, a Man of Prudence beggs d Favour 
bfMoment of one whom hie thinks he hasobli-* 
ged^ leift he' (hould rather feem to exadt it as i 
Debt, than defire it as a fCihdneG. But iince the' 
Benefits i have received from you arc either' 
known to all^ or diftinguifhed for their Excef- 
icncc and Great nefs by the very Mpveftjf and 
peculiar Emergencies of the timesof my Admi- 
hiftratiori, and fince a Candid and Ingenuous 
Mind, would chufe to eneteafe the Obligations 
it has to a confider^We Benefa^or, bj^ dcftring 
frcfh Services, I made no Difficulty of begging a 
Favour of you by Letter , . which I efteem both 
the gteafcft and moft necetfary I could ask. fot 
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Cicero /a Scryjus SulpitiuS:; delatit^j^he^ 
tbtr tljtey ought or not i to fly f rifin it^ly. 
, /(?Potppcy. 

I Received yburs at Cumamm , on the Third 
of the GaUnds of May \ from which I ' per-^ 
teiv'd th^6 Neglefl: and Imprudence of -Piilo^, 
tinus , .who ' . loit me that Letter by another 
Hand, which he ought to haVe brought him- 
feif, being charged with fo much of your Bu* 
fitlefstotne, as that Epiftle feem'd to ihtimate r 
iSut after the perufal of it, I faw your Pofihumra^ 
and my ^ef^ltOy who defir'd ttie to urge your 
Coming iQ'Cumanum. As for your defire of my 
Advice,^ ttiat I Can fodliet follow than giver 
For whar.could I prefume to perfuade a Man 
of your Wifdom and Authority to ? If we 
cnqfuire'what is the moft Rightful, that is as 
plain /as .what is the moft convenient and 
fafe is oKfcurc. But if, as we ought , we e- 
fteem nothing Convcriiem and Safe, but what 
is confiftent with Juftice and Honour, there 
could remain no Doubt of what Courfe we 
ought to take. As for your Opinion , That 
both our Caufes are the fame , 'tis moft true 
we were equally in an Error, when our Senti- 
ments were equally Juft ; For all our Councils 
and Aim were to keep Things from an open Rup- 
ture ^ whigh being what would have been the 
moft advantageous Thing in the World to Cafar^ 
we believed our Zeal to that End, could not like- 
wife fail of being vtry acceptable to him. But 

you 
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you fee how far he has deceived us, and to 
what an Extremity he has driven the Difpute : 
Nor are you only a Judge of what immediately 
falls under your prcfent View,and what has been 
already paft *, but with a juft Penetration , you 
fee the Bottom of future Defigns and AiFairs. 
wherefore we muft either approve of what's 
done, or, at leaft, be in the midll of it, tho* we 
do not approve it. One feems bafe , the other 
dangerous : So that it only remains we leave 
the Place j and we only have tq confider, what 
Condufl: we fliall purfue , and to what Place - 
we fliall retire in our Departure Home. But 
as there never happened a more miferable and 
unfortunate Conjundlure of Affairs, fo never 
was it more difficult to determine what Counfel 
to follow : For every Thing we turn to, oppofts 
fome great and difficult Obftacle. I would have - 
you, if you think fit to foilow my Advice, to 
(pare the Pains of this Journey to me, if you rc- 
(olve on any Methods different from what I pro- 
pofe: But if you have any Bufinefs to confult me \ 
about, 1 will here expert you : I defire you to 
make what hafte hither you can with your 
own Convenience, which Pofibumia and Strvius 
equally reqiieft with me. FarcwcL 
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Ckero to the Same : containing a Complaint 
of the tniquity of the Times ; and that Com*:^ 
fort may ie arawn from a Good Confcience. . ' 

A 

I Am daily informed, and that from feveral. 
Hands , chat your Sollicitude and peculiar: 
Grief and Concern for our Common Muerics i^^ 
Very remarkable. Which, though I confeis r^ 
Cannot at all wonder at , as finding fomething 
like it in my felf j yet am I troubled that a Man 
of your (ingular Prudence and Wifdom /hould 
not rather be pleas'd and fatisfied with yopr own 
Advantages, and Happinels, than be uneafie at 
other Mens Misfortunes* I find no fmall Com- 
fort from many Things, but chiefly from t^y 
Confcioufnefe of my paft Councils and Conduft, 
tho* I will j^ot yield, that any Man is more aflfe* 
Sed with this Plague and Ruine that is befallen 
the Commonwealth. I forefaw, as from an high 
Tower, the Tempeft gathering long before it 
broke, not alone, J confefs, by the Force of 
my own Judgment, but by your Warning and 
Prognoftication : For tho' I was abfent great 
part of your Confulfhip, yet was I not ignorant 
of your Opinion andCounfel in foretelling, and 
Caution to prevent this pernicious War, of which 
I my felf was Witnefe in the begiiming of your' 
Confulate ; when you remonftrated to the Senatcr-- 
by reprefenting the Examples of all the former 
Civil Wars, informed thera what they had Reaibn . 
to fear, from what they remembred had before 
happen d» and that they xnighc i^e^ if tjiofe 
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proved fo Cruel, which had no precedent in the 
Gonnnbnwfcalth to ccfpy aftfcr, how much more 
cruel and intolerable the future Oppreffors of 
rhie Republick wouU proVe : For Men think 
whatever they can bring a Precedent for. Law- 
ful i and fo Venture to make new additions and 
thofe neither fmall in their Confequcnce, nor 
few in their Number j fo that you ought to 
comfort y6urfelf by relnembring that thole who 
are now wmched , are fo out of iheir owit 
Choice iand Obftinacy, when by following your 
Counfel and Advice, they might have prevented 
their Mifery, and yet have poiflefled an impreg- 
nable Security. But you may reply, tvhat a- 
Vails this Remembrance in this ( perhaps perpe-* 
tual ) Night of the Commonwealth ? I confefe 
it is a Grief almoft beyond Confolation , amidft 
that Wreck of all Things, and fo violent a De- 
foair of ever recovering them. But Cafar hirti- 
(elf and all the Roman Citizens have this Opinion 
of you, that your Probity, Honour, Prudence 
and Dignity, when all others are extinguiflied, 
fhine out, as fome great Luminary to Mankind* 
And the Confideration of thic ought to fumiih 
you with a confiderable Alleviation of your Con- 
cern. But as for your Abfencefrom your Friends, 
that frees you from a great many Inconveniences, 
your being with them would bring j which your 
not feeing makes you far happier than us, who 
are compelled to be Eye- witnefles of it.Thus far, I 
hope, JhaVe juftlv adminiftred my Confolatory 
Advice, having laid down Motives Of leflening 
your Trouble, with all the Zeal and Candour of 
a Friend. What remains you muft feek in your 
feJf i whence you may draw, I am very certain, 
chcgreateftComfonandSadsfaflion 9 of which 
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mv daily Eji|>eriencc challenges fo high to Ap-* 
probation, thar they fcem to reftore n^e a fore 
of Health afidSecurity, ^ivhiehthc Publidk cannot 
now poflefs. I kno\y verjr well, that from your, 
Childhood yoW.have been a LoVjcr of all Sorts of 
Learning i and that with a particultr and extra^ 
<n:dinary Application, you have made your fett 
entirely Mafter o£'>li the Maxims ot Philofophy, 
that inftruft us in* jthe, M^ans and Methods of a 
good andhappy Life : Which ar^ both uifeful andf ' 
pleafant in the midft.of Profpcrity* but are^pow 
in thefe profligate Times, our only peacdul Re- 
treat. I will not dare to direfl: you peremptorily^ 
nor advife a Man of your Knowledge, C^padty' 
and Temper to renew yotir old Acquaimance 
with thofe Studies of your Youth and Matoier 
Age. Tfhail only hope your Approb^tioa of 
my betaking my felf wholly to the Study of Phi* 
krfbphy, when the State of the Commonwealdf 
denied me any ufe of thofe Arts /had given my 
felf to all my Life, either in the Senate or in tt^ 
Vbrum. Nor is there much more Room for the Ex*. 
orcife of your Profeflion and Knowledge, than of 
mine. Where Jprefume not to diredtyou, but 1 
fancy that you have Recourfc to the fanfc Study as 
I have, which, though I confefs not be of ^at. 
Ufe and Benefit to the Publick, are yet capable of 
difengaging the Mind from an Anxious Sollici-; 
tude. Your Son Servius makes fuch a Progrc(s 
in all ingenuous Arts, and particularly in Fhi-< 
-lofophy, (which I have told you is the Objcft' 
of my Studies) that he is arrived to an E)^cellence. 
Nor will I yield to any, but your felf, in Love 
and Affeftion for him, nor is my Love fown in 
a Barren Soild. And he believes that his 
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Regard to me will be eqaally' agreeable to i^oa. 
I'arewel. 
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Cicero /^ the Same ; containing an Account 
ef thf Redprin^ MarcelSis. 

IAlJow*your Apology, for' your bfrcn fending 
nie Letters to the ume purport, no farther 
than your fear of their Mifciamage by the Neg- 
ligence or Roguery of the Poft. But I can by 
no means allow your Plea of Poverty of Lan- 
guage, (for fo you are pleased to term it J which 
.ompeis you to make ufe of the lame Words in 
all your Letters j and though you , by Way of 
Jcft, giye rqc a Wealth or Richnefs of Language^ 
yet (hall 1 freely own th^t I am not confcious of 
any great Streights, and Indigence of Words j for 
I can fee no great Occafion of a falfe Modcfty, 
with fuch a Friend as you ^ yet I am not fo 
lirain neither, but that I as freely own I give 
l^lace ( I fpcak not this by way of Flattery, or^ 
Irony) to your Subtilty and Elegance.* Tho* 
i always approv-d of your not refuting this 
Affair of Acbaia^ yet my Approbation is much 
ftronger from the Reafons I found in your^laft 
Letters : For all the Motives you urge, arc 
nicely Juft , and Worthy' of your Reputation 
and Prudence. I cannot agree with you by 
any Means, that the Event has not anfwered 
j^our Expt^ation. ' But becauife there is fo great 
^d general a Pertuj^bation and Confusion of 
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Afiair^ every thing lies in fo forlDrt^ a«d ^^ 
firafted a Condition , by this nioft it^^nxyus 
War, that every Phce where a Man is, feems the 
nioft intolierable. And this is the Reaibn chat 
you repent your felf of the Refolution you had 
taken, and which malces you think ushere in a 
happy Condition : Bur, on the contrary, we do 
not fuppofe you free from Trouble and Fatigue^ 
but happy in Comparifon of us. In this your 
Condition is infinitely better than ours, that you 
dare write the Grievances you lye under, while 
we are not permitted even the Liberty of that 
with any Safety : Nor is this the Fault of the 
Vifior ( than whom no Man can ihow g^teater 
Moderatioi) j but of the Victory it kli^ which 
in Civil Wars is ahxrays ip(blent. The only Ad- 
vantage we have had over you, is, that we knew 
of the Revoking of your Colfegue MarceMus 
fomething before you, and were Witneifes of the 
Gratduft of that Affair t AfTure your felf, that 
fince thefeMiferies we groan under, that is, fince 
firft the Publick Laws and Right were decided by 
the Sword, nothing but this was performed with 
the Dignity of the Commonwealth. FotCafar 
himfetf; after he had accqfed the Soweraels (^ 
he caird it) oiMarcelksy aqd very honouraUir 
extoird your Equity and Prudence, on the fud- 
den and beyond all our Expectations declared 
he could not d^ny that to the Senate, which he 
was ready to give to the Perfon himfelf. The 
Ivfcthodofit was thus : LucmsPiffi, having men* 
doned Marcellus^ and Cait^s MareeUus having 
thrown himfelf at Caf^r^ Feet, the whole Se- 
nate arofe, and approached him in a fupplianc 
Manner. Enquire not any farther, fojoyrul, fo 
Noble did, this Day appear to me , that me<. 

thought 



cbought tb^ was fome tittle Appearance <^ 
the ccri^ios Commonwealth. Wherefore when 
All that been a$k*cl before me^ had given Cafar 
Thant^ .cucept. Vclcatius^ Cwho faid, if he had 
been defir'd he would not have done it ) on my 
being as*kd I changed my Reiblution : For not 
out of Sloth, but want of the Antient Dignity of 
the Robe, I hadrefolv*d on a perpetual Silence. 
But the Magnanimity of Cafar^ and my Duty to 
the Senate, broke my Defign, I therefore gave 
C^far Thanks in an Oration of fome length ; 
and I fear have deprived my fclf by it of that ho- 
nourable Retirement,wbich Was my onlyComforr, 
in our Misfortunes. But (ince I have thus avoi- 
ded his Difguft, who might interpret my con-* 
tinual Silence to my Belief that this y/as no Com*- 
monwealch , I (ball do it, but moderately, divi- 
ding my time betwixt him and tny Studies. For 
diough from my Youth, I have taken a peculiar 
Plealure in all manner of Arts, and Libe*^ 
ral Learning, particularly in Philofophy, my Love 
of which^i believe is heighten'dby the Maturity 
of my Age, and the prevailing Vices of theTimes, 
there being nothing elfe that can free the Mind 
from Trouble, and Anxiety. I find by your Let- 
ters that your Bufinefs divorces you from thefe 
Studies, though the long Nights will now give 
you {bme Relief, allowing you a time to enjoy 
the feverer Mulei. Your, or rather my, Servm 
pays me a particular Deference, whofc entire Ho- 
ndly, extraordinary Virtue, Studies and Learning 
afford me a fingular Pleafure. From him I tiave 
frequent Advice of your Stay in and Removal 
from a Place* I am as yet of Opinion, thatCe- 
far% Will ought to be theMeafure of our Actions. 
Affairs are at Rmt m fuqh a Pofture, that if yoq 

were 
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were here you would find nothing :^reeable, bat 
your trends they being the beft ^of all Things 
in this Ciry. But as for both oth!et Men^ 
and other lliingi^diey are fuchasare better heard 
than fcen, if one of them muft be done. This 
Advice T give you is extremely againft my own 
SatUfaftion, teho earneftly defire to fee you, but 
in it prefer your Plcafure to my own. FarewcK 



LETTER CLVra. 

Cicero, to Marcus Matcellus, perfuaMng him 
to Return to Rome, and to wake Try al of 
Caffar'j Humanity^ contrary jto his Refoiu-^ 
lution of remaining in perpetual Banijh^ 
mfnt^ 

fTp H O U G H I dare not blame yourCondud, 
X wot but I diflent from you in it my felf , 
but cannot prefume to prefer my own Senti- 
ments to the Refolutions of a Man , of whofe 
Wifdom I have fo high an Opinion , yet both 
the long time of our Mutual Friend (hip, and your 
extraordinary Benevolence to me^Experienc^ from 
my Childhood, perfuades me to offer thofe Rea- 
sons to you, which may be ferviceable to your 
Safety , and not at all Repugnant to your Ho- 
nour. I know you are one of thofe, who long 
before faw thefe Evils in their Rife, and remem- 
ber very well the moft honourable and juft Difl 
charge of your Conful/hip. I alfo found, that 
yoi; neither approved the Cqunfels nor Mc* 
' ' ' tho4 . 

^ 
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thod of the Management of the Civil War, that 

Sao nei^er approved Ymf%i% Forces, nor the 
lanire of the Army be had got together, nay, 
chat you had tlie laft E}iffidence of them. And I 
believe you remember, that I was of the fame 
Opinion. And this wa$ the Reafon that you 
medled tmt little in the Management of thofe 
Ajffiurs, and I always took pains to avoid being 
€oncern*d in them at all : For we fought not 
with thofe Weapons, in which we were Supe* 
riour to them, I mean with Counfel, Aurhori-^ 
ty, Rqputadon, and the goodqeis of rhe Caufe, 
but with fttcfh in which we were much Inferi^ 
our \ that is, with Force smd Numbers. In fo 
unequal a Combat therefore we were over- 
come, or, if Honour could not be vanqui/h^d, 
broken at leaft, and dejeded. In which your Re- 
folution muftbe highly applauded by aU, in that 
you threw afide the Luft of Battel, with the Hopes 
of Viftoryj and gave great Proofs of an Excels 
lent Citizen, when you unwillingly entered into 
the opening of a Civil War, and with Re.- 
lu£lance purfn*d it ia its clofc^ Thofe who 
have taken a different Courfe from you, are 
now divided into two Panics, for they have 
either endeavour'd to renew the War, and 
taken themfelves to Africa j or as we, have 
joined ihemfelves^ to the Conqueror. You 
indeed have fteer*d betwixt both, judging per- 
haps what we did. Mean, what they, Obftinare. 
I confefs your Refolution has been cAeem'd 
Wife, by moft, nay all, and by fome wonhy 
a great and v^iant Mind. But yet methinks 
there ought to be fome Medium, fomc Mode^ 
ration in your Determination, efpeQally whea 
I believe there is nothing waiting to the Reco- 

B h' very 
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very of all your Fortunes, but your TVill to re- 
ceive them : For Tin informed, that he that has 
now the Power in his Hinds would make no 
difficulfvof offering all ihis, but that he fears 
'you will noe think theOifcr, a Benefit. What 
my advice to you in this Cafe would be I need 
not particularize, fince my Actions will inform 
you. But if you have fixt your Refolution ra- 
ther to undergo perpetual Exile from Rome^ than 
fee thofc things done, which you do not ap- 
prove, yet you /hould reflcS that where-ever 
you fly, you will be ftill in the Power of him 
you woijld fly. But if he fliould fiiffer you to 
live quietly and freely out of your Country, and 
without your Fortunes, yet certainly you ought 
to confidcr whether you WQuld chufe for your 
abode M)tilene^ or Rljodes^ rather than Rome 
and your own Houfe, kr Affairs go as they 
would. But fmce his Power, whom we fear, 
txtends o'er the whole Earth, had not you bet- 
ter be fafe in your own Houfe, than in danger 
in a Scrangcrs ? Nay, were there a neceflity of 
Death, certainly it were better to die in our 
own Country, than in any foitign arid remote 
Parts. With me all thofc who love you agree, 
whom your noble and excellent Virtues have 
made extreamly Numerous. We alfo regard 
ydur Fortune and Eftate which we couM by no 
rricans have diflipated: For tho' it can receive 
no laftingand perpetual Injury, which neither 
the Viilor, nor Commonwealth would fuffer, 
yet are we not willing tbcy ftould fuffer any 
prcfcnt Pamag.% by the Depredations of Rob- 
bers, whofe Ni'mes I rtiould not fear to give 
you, did I nor know that you were already ac- 
qiiaimed with them. Your return hither is 

ncgo- 
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tiegotiaced by the Sollidcudes and Care, and rhe 
many and daily Tears of your Excellent Bro- 
ther Caiiis MarceBusy to >Afhom I reckon my 
felf chc next concerned in Grief j tho* I can- 
not be fo forward in my Mediations, becaufe 
1 have my felf ftood in need of an Interceflbr. 
I have the Favour and Intereft of a Viinqiiirti*d 
Man, yet am I not wanting to Marcdlus in my 
Advice, and my Endeavours. The reft of your 
Friends confult me not, tho* I am ready for any 
Part, they fliall require* Farewel, 



LETTER GLIX. 

Cicero to the far^\ on the fame Suhje^. 

I Dare not attempt to advife a Man of fucJi 
extraordinary Prudence, nor to confirm a 
Mind fo noble, nor comfort a Courage fo firm 
and approved. Fot if you bear the public 
Events, as I am told you do, I have more occa- 
fion to Congratulate your Virtue, than endea- 
vour to Mitigate your Sorrow. Bat if the Mif- 
chiefs^ that have befaPn the Commonwealth 
break you, I am not Maft^r of Reafon enough . 
to comfort you, who cannot comfort my felf. 
I (hall therefore only be ready to comply with 
the Commands of* your Friends, fo far as to be 
aOiive in all things for your Service, that I can, 
and to wifli my felf abit to do what I cannot. 
1 would have you believe that your Friendfhip 
for fcne will not let me be filent, and would pei- 
fuade you to my Opinion, that if there be any 
Commonwealth at all, you by the common 

Bb i ConfenC 
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Coiifcnt and Judgnicm of all Men ou^t to be 
at the Head of it, in fuch manner, as the 
Times will bear, or if (here be none, that this 
js the moft proper and convenient Place of Fjdle. 
For if by flying Rome we purfue Liberty, what 
Place fball we find exempt from its Dominiaii ? 
And if it reaches all Places, where fliall we find 
one fo dear and pleafanc as our Native Coun- 
try ? But you may believe me, the pofTefTour of 
iheForeign Power is a greatFavourer of Senfe and 
Ingenuity, and heCarefles, as much as his Caufe 
wilt allow, Men of Honour and Nobility ; but 
I liave urgM more, than I defign*d. I therefore 
return to this one thing, that as long as your 
Friends are your Friends, I agree with them ; 
but if they ceafe to be fo, I (hall not fail in any 
thirj^ tlat our Friendship and Love demands. 
Farcwel. 



LETTER CLX 

Cicero to the fame^^urgh^ bis Re turn ^ yet 
morejlrongly and efficacioujlj, 

TH O' I fcnt you lately by Hjiintus Mutims 
a long Epiftle of my Advice, as to your 
Condudl at this Junfture j vet could I not let your 
Freedman Theofhilus^ whole Fidelity 1 was fen* 
(ibleof, go to. you without a Letter frommc. 
I (haH therefore fepeaf again, and again, my 
Pel fwafions that you would,as foon as poflibly you 
could, come to the Commonwealth, let her Con- 
dition be what it wilL Perhaps you may meet 
>rtiih things you like not, yet not jnore, than 

you 
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you hear of daily. And you are not a Man 
touch*d only by your Senfe of feeing, infcnfi- 
bleto what your Ears conyey to you, and that 
commonly in a more magnify'd and terrifying 
Form. But you may urge if you are here, 
you muft either fpeak fometimes what you do 
not think, or do fomeching that you do not 
approve. FirfFit was always thought the part 
of a wife JMan xo give way to the Times, that 
is to obey Neceffity. And next perhaps things 
art not in lb 4efperate a Condition, as you may 
Imagini?, for tW it may be you may not have 
leave to fay what ypu think, yet .may you al- 
ways hold your Peace, AU things are now at 
the difpofal of one Man ; and he 'takes no Ad« 
vice but his own : Which would not have bee^o 
much better if he had obtained the yiftory, 
whom we followed. Do you belieye ^hat he^ 
who in the War (wliei| 3ie faw rhat all our 
Safeties were embark*dMn one common Bojronj 
with his Own) took the advice only of fprne 
few Men, and thofe nonepf the inoft Prudent, 
would after the Conqueft have fiiar'd wth others, 
what he'ncver would in pther AiFairsand Times ? 
And can you imagine th^t he who rcfus'd to 
follow your moft excellent Counfcl, in your 
Confu^tf^ nor would jconfult at all your Bro- 
ther in his, which he bpre by your Authority, 
and my Endeavours, would wheti he was in 
' Pofleffion of an^bfpfufc Power, defire our Opi- 
nions ? All Civil Wars are fullof Mifery, which 
our Anceftors never experienced, but our Age 
has top often already felt. But nothing in 9 
Civil War is moire miferable and unfortunate 
than the Viftpry it felf. Cruelty and Empire, 
iivhich falling to Nlen of better Pripciples than 
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ordinary, makes them lefe regard any Meafiireg, 
and grow more ferocious than otherwife thejr 
would, deriving that from Ncceffity, Which 
they did nor from'Naturc : For a Conqueror 
is obliged t6 do a great many things to grattfie 
thof^ by whom he got the ViStorv. Did we 
not DOth forefee how chiel the Viftory would 
be, had Vom^ej obtain'd it ? But would you 
then have him exifd from your Country, that 
you might not have thofe things done which 
JOB did not approve ? You may reply no-** for 
you fhould have retain'd the Po&ffion of your 
Wealth, and your I>igmty. But your Virrue 
would have plac*d your own private^Affairs a- 
mong things of the leaft Coniequence to you, 
and have been chiefly concerned for the Com- 
monwealth. Again, wb^t is the aim and end 
of that Couniel J^nd RelBiution ? For yet is four 
Adlion approv*d, ^S'^^fxox Fortune as in a 
thing of this Natur^, Spplauded ? Your Ahion^ 
in obeying Necelfity in your Engagement in the 
beginning of the Wai^and in wifely avoiding the 
pertinacious Profecutlon of it after the fatal De- 
cifion. Tout Fortune^ in that you retained the 
State, and fame of your Dignity in an honour- 
able Retirement. But now you ought neither 
to cfteem . any Place more agreeable than your 
own Country, nor to love her lefs, but rather 
j^ity her, becaufe time has impaired (bmerhing of 
her Original Beauty j nor ought you to deprive 
her of your Sight, at a time when (he has \m fa 
many Men of Worth and Dignity. Laftly, If 
it were thought the part of a great Mind, not 
to fupplicate the Vi^or, yet you ought through- 
ly to confider, whether it will not be an Argu.. 
Bjent of Pride to rejcdl h\% Liberality j and that 

if 
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ifWifdom will make a Man fupporr ihe want 
of his Country, yet not todcfiwU favours of 
Ohiurzcy : And if one cannot enjoy ihe Com- 
monwealth, 'tis abfur*d to throw up one's own 
private Affairs too. The fum of all is, that 
tho* your prelent Abode may be more cx)nve-^ 
nient, yet ought you to confixler whether it be 
alfo as lafc. The Licentioufneff of the GlaMaton 
is great, and they make lefs Diffieuity to do 
a Mifchief in the Extremities, tbw in the Heari 
of the Empire. I yield to none in my Zeal for 
your Good, bur your Brother. And that Ad* 
vic$ is wholefome and fafe, that prompts to 9 
regard to the Times, to your Safety, to ypur 
Lite, to your Eftates^ Farewel. ' 
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LETTER CLXI. 

Marcus MarccII^s to Cicero j aj^urhg him 

of his complying xoith his Advice. 

-. " . - 

YOU may aflure ypur felf I have cyer 
in all thing?, but more efpcciaHy in thi^ 
laft Affair, paid a particular Difference to youV 
Authority. My Brother Caius Marcellm^ whole 
Love for me I am extreajnly fcfiifible of, urg-d 
both his Advice and Prayers in vain, till your 
Letters had wrought me over to follow j QUj 
Counfcl. Your Letters inform m^ how the hi- 
fm was managed. Your O3ngratulation, tho* 
recommended to my Approbation by the gene- 
rous Intention that declared it. ytt the Pkafure 
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and SatisfaQjon it gare me ii^ tv^ridhfifllf 
heigbtcnM bjr knowing your Zctf^wards ntt;^ 
both in fopreffibn and Adion in that neic 
dearth of Friends, Relations and Dependanis» 
who finccrcly were for my Safety, and good 
Fortune. The Imqnity of the Times would 
make me withoot any psiin forego all other Con- 
fiderations ; ;buc I am of Opinidh there can be 
rid true Enjoyment of Profperity, tidr fiipport 
of Adverfity, without the Converfation of Men 
of fuch generous Principles t And this I Congnt- 
tulate my teif for. But I ihall endeavour in 
Deedf , more than Words to prove, that your 
Zeal ind Service have been plac'd on one .tfit^; 
is entirely your Friend. Farewel. 



tmmmmmmm 



LETTER CLXU, 

Servias Sulpitius to Cicero; containipg 
an Account of the Murther of Marcellus. 

TH O* I am too fenfibic I fltall be the Mcf- 
fenger of no agreeable NewS to ybu, yet 
fmtt Charge 2Xiii Nafitre fiave fo confidcrabld a; 
JPowcr bver the Good^ \ r^lv-d to give yoi the 
yrhole Progrefe of the 'Matter. When froril 
Efidaurus\ I landed at the firaum on the loth of 
the (^ale^dspf June^ I met my Collegae Marcel^ 
lus'y and fj^ent that Day t^itli him. We told me 
the next^Dayhe dcfign- d ' from Athens to Rwia:^ 
for the Execution of the reft of my Comm^nds^' 
ahd that he intended by the laft of M»y to Sail 
fOf Ital^. About the tenth Hour oi the Nii^ht 
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after Hs^dnpamire from jitbem^ his Friend 
T^humiui came ro me With 2Xi Account chat 
my CoUegue Msrcus MsneBus Vfas after Supper 
^b*d in the Scomacb» and behind the Ear, by 
hh Friend F. Magius CbUU, but that he had 
hopes yet of Life • that AAsr^ had kilFd him- 
felr; and that he was fent by JWkrcc/Zvi to inform 
me of the Accident, and to de/ire me to bring 
him fome Pbyfidans } I did fO| and fet out by 
Break of Day towards himj but had not gone 
far frqm the Fir Jatm joe fore his Boy delivered me a 
Letter that his Matter dyM a little before Day : 
TbujS the moft Wonhy Roman fell by the Hancjs 
ofthemoft Wicked of Men^ and that after a 
moft Barbarous Manner. He whofe Virtues 
made his Enemies fpare him in Refpedt to His 
Honour ^4 Dignity, met his Death from a 
Friend. Howercr, I went forward to his Tent, 
where I found only two Freedmen, and a few 
Slaves, the reft being' all fled for fear, their Ma* 
fter being kiU*d before th^ Popr of his Tent. I 
*ff9$ forc'd to bear his 69^ v back to the City in 
the Litter I pimc in j ana made him as Mag* 
nificent a Funeral as Athens^ could enable me to 
do ; tho' I iC9uld by no means perfuade the 
Athenians to let me Bury him within their City, 
being forbid, as they urgM, by Religion, nor 
ever had granted it to any one. However, they 
allow'd us to do it in any of the Gymnajiums'* 
we chofe a Place in the moft Noble of the World, 
where we burnt his Body, and took care that 
the Athenians ihould build him a Marble Monu- 
ip^nf . Thus I performed all the Oflfccs that were 
due to our tpliegucfhip, and our Relation, both *^ 
alive and dead. FareweL Athens the laft of 

^f LETTER 



378 ?LETTE^.S'cf 

LETTER CLXHL 

Q- Mctellus Trocanful to Cicero; accufing 
him cf being too Violent a Frofecutor of bis 
Brother. 

IF you are well, 'tis well. I thought oqr 
FnendOiip and Reconciliation would harve 
been fofllicicnt to have hindered your making a 
Jeft of me in my Abfcncej and from op- 
pofing, and prolecuting my Brother HeteUus for a 
Ward^ on which his Fortune and Life depended : 
Whom if his own Modefty exposed, my Endea- 
vours to ferve you, and the Commonwealth 
ought to h?ve given him fome Relief. But now 
I find him drcumvented, and my felf deferted 
by thofe who oaght to be afliam*d of this Con- 
du£t : So that I, who am at the Head of a Pro- 
vincci and an Army, and who wage War, am 
forc'dto Mourn, and devote my felt to Sorrow,, 
But (ince your Adminiilracion is neither agreeable 
toReafon, nor the Clemency of our Anceftors, 
it will be ho wonder if you repent it. I did not 
expefl you ^ould have been fo fickle to me 
and mine. But no private Grief, nor Injury 
ihall make me Sin againll the Commonwealth, 
fwewel. 
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LETTER CLXIV. 

Cicero to Mecellust ieing bis defence againft 

the foregoing Letter. 

IF yau and your Army arc well; it is wdl. 
You write me Wor^^ you thought otit 
Friendfiupand Reconciliation vro^id haTc fe^ 
dur*d yoa from, being made ajeftof in your Ab- 
ferice. Which I corfefit 1 do not perfe^y tm- 
derftand^ but I foppoie feme Body or other has 
fent you word, that when I was urging in iha 
Senate how many there were that were troubled 
I had preferv'd the Commonwealth, I feid you 
had been prevail'd with by feme of your Re- 
lations^ wnom yon could not deny, to fuppre(s 
what you had defignM to fpeak in the Senate 
in my Praife. But at the fam<^ time I urg*d this, 
I did you the jaftice to declare^hat we fo di« 
vided the Office in the Prefer?ation of the Com- 
monwealth, that whife I defended the City 
from domeftick Ambuihes, and inteftine Wickr 
ednefs, you protested Ital/ both from open 
Foes, and fecret Confpiracies. Alio that our 
Society in this great and noble Work was en- 
deavoured to be weakened by fomc of your Re-- 
lations j who aflbon as they faw what honour 
I paid you, were afraid left you fhould make 
fome manner of Return. 'Tis true, when I bo». 
gan to explain my felf, and ftew what I ex^ 
pedled from your Oration, and the Trouble I* 
was in, the Difc6ur(e;^eem*d a little pleafant, 
and caufed a fort of Laughter j not at you but 
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rather at mjr Trouble, and for xay open and in- 
;enuous ConfeflSon of my defire of being prais*d 
17 you. Yet certainly there- could no greater 
Deference be paid to your Honour^ than my 
declaring I was not latisfy'd with all die Qlory 
I had obtained, without the Teftimony of your 
Approbation. But whereas you urge our i^« 
tual Frienjfiip I confels, Vtn at a lo($ to know 
what you mean by Mutual FrienJJhip : I take it 
to be an equal Return of Service* If I fiiould 
fay I quitted (he Province for your fake; you 
might perhap^ acculp ^e of Levity) my own. 
AflSirs requiring it, and I now every Day re- 
ceive new Advanta^s firgm that Rifolutiocu 
But this I can affirm, that aifoon as I had 
thoughts of giving up that Poft, I began to 
' contrive how I might deliver it into your Hands, ^ 
I (ball fay nothing of your Latsy but woul4 have ; 
you to believe, that my CoUegue did nothing 
without my Privacy. Call the reft to your Remenv? 
brance as bow fuddenly, I calFd the Senate tqge- 
tber after the Lots caft ^ how much I fpoke in 
yoqr behalf, that you your fcif told me my 
Oration was fo very much in your Favour, 
that it fccm*d contunjelious on your Collegues. 
Confider too the Aft of the Senate paft that Day, 
of fucb a tenure that whi^e that remains my 
good Offices to ypu can never be either obfcurc 
or doubtful And after you were gone to your 
Province, pray call to Mind what 1 did for you 
in the Senate, what I faid for you in my Speeches, 
and what Letters I wrote to you. When you 
have reflefled^on all this, I would have you 
ypur felf be judge whether your nexj Returt^ 
jp ^ome^ h^d any ?bing Mytu^j ot Anfwerabic 

CO 



the ANTIENTS- 381 

tp all thefe things I had done for you. As for 
Reconciliation^ I don^c underftand why chat fhould 
be called fb, where there never was any Breach. 
In anfwer to your faying I ought not to have 
oppos'd your Brother j Krft I affure you of 
my Approbation of your Brotherly Love and 
2eal full of Piety and Humanity. Yet I muft beg 
your Pardon, if I prefume to oppofe your Bro* 
ther in any thing,whcreiri ilieGood of the Com- 
niOnwealth is concerned, for I fhall never yield 
to any one in my Zeal for the pablick. Buc 
if! defend my felf againft his moft barbarous 
Afiault$, I think I pay enough to Friendfhip, 
when I complain not to you ofthc Injuries your 
Brother has done me, from vvhich I endea- 
vour'd to reclaim him after I had found th» 
whole Endeavours of his Tribaneflnp diredlcd to 
my Ruin, by the Mediation of your Wife Clo^ 
dia^ and your Sifter Mutia^ whofe favourable 
Opinion of me I had found on feveral Qccafi* 
ons, on Account of my Intimac}^ and Engage- 
ments with Pentpey. Nay the Injury and Af- 
front he ofiFer'd me on the laft of December^ tho* 
a Conful that had preferv*d the Commonwealth^ 
was 10 finguiar and infamous that the moil pro* 
fligate Magiftratc that ever was, never received 
the like, fwhich doubtleG you have heard of) 
for he deny'd me the Liberty of making my 
Farewel Oration, when I was going out of the 
ConfuMhip. 1 ho* what he meant, as an Injury 
proved to me the greateft Honour: For when 
he would permit me only to Swear, wi^h a loud 
Voice I took the noblcft Oath in the World, 
confirm'd for Truth by the Univerfal Voice of the 
People. Yet notwithfianding this unfuffcrable 
Injury^ I employ'd our common Friends, that 
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very Day to dHTuade hitn from ptirfuing hid 
Malicious Defigns, and his Anfwer to them was 
he could not deuft with Safety : For he had a 
little before in an Oration declared, he ought 
not to have the Liberty of (peaking who had 
puniibM others without hearing their Plea.* A 
Man of wonderful Sedateneis and ConGderation^ 
and a good Citizen indeed, who could judge 
him worthy the fame Puniibment, who deli- 
vered the Senate from Slaughter, the Cit^ from 
Fire, and Italy from >War> which was adjudgM 
by the Senate, with the Confent and Approba- 
tion of all good Men, to thofe who had plotted 
CO fet Fire to the City, to Butcher the Magi^ 
ftrates ana Senate, and raiie a moft dangerous 
War in Italy. For thele Reafons I opposed your 
Brother to his Face j for on the firft of January^ 
I argu d with him in fuch a manner in the Se- 
nate, that he might perceive his .Conteft was 
with a Man of Courage and Conftancy. When 
he had begun his Speech on the third of the 
tdes of January^ he addrefs'd himfelf to me al* 
moft every other Word, not forbearing Threats j 
nor had he any other Confideration, but how he 
might deftroy me not by Courfe of Law, but by 
any Force or Means that would accomplifli his 
Defigns. If I had not opposed his Raflincfs with 
Refolution and Virtue, People might reafonably 
have judg'd that the Fortitude I ftow'd in my 
Confulflnp, was rather the elFeft of Chance, than 
Thought and Refleflion. If you are Ignorant 
of all thefe Tranfadlions of Metellus agamft me, 
you muft affure your fclf that your Brother 
hides from your Knowledge things of the great- 
eft Importance. But if he has made you con- 
fcious otany of thcfe Defigns, you may judge 

of 
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di my Tcndcmcfs for jrou when I txpoftulate not 
with you about them^ And when you under* 
ftand I was not touch*4 ^ith a Word as you 
write, but by the fucccflive depravity of his 
CounfelandRefohidons, and his inveterate Ma- 
lice againft nje, own then niy Humanity, if a 
Remii&on, Negkftand Regardtcflbefs of Mind in 
the mid'ft of fuch intollerablc Injuries, merit fo 
good a Name. I have never given my Vote a- 
g^nft your Brother, but in all the A6ls that 
have paft, I have always voted on the rtioft Mo- 
derate fide. Nay I fliall add, (what i had na 
great Reafofl to be foflicitous about, tho* I 
might not b9 troubled it was done) that I made 
it my Endeavour, my Enemy, fbecaufc your 
Brother) fhould be refiev'd by an AS of the Se- 
nate. I have not therefore oppos'd your Bro- 
ther, only refitted the Aflaults he made on me. 
And have been fo far from being fickle in my 
Friendfhip to you, that I have been conftant ifi 
it, even when you hare neglefted the Duties, 
and grateful Returns, required from one of 
that Sharafter. Nay even now, I make thig 
Anfwer to your almoft menacing Letter : Thac 
X not only pardon your Concern and Refent- 
ment, but commend it j having a Monlter with- 
in me, that urges and reprefents to me the Force 
of fraternal Love. On the other fide, I defirc 
you to fliew your felf fo equal an Arbiter of my 
Concern (if I am afiaulred by your Relations Iti- 
veterately^ Cruelly, and without Caufej as to 
declare, I ought not only not to give way to 
this Impetuofity, but Ihould if occafion required 
make ufe of your Help, and the Alfiftance of 
your Army. I always defir'd you as my Friend, 
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and have frequendy laboor'd to convince you 
by my Actions, that I was yoiius to a^veiy great 
Degree. I am yet, and fliaff ilfong as^ fou 
think fit continue fo : And had imuch racher> 
^ Aould mach (hotter ctife to hafe your Bro- 
ther for your lake,.thw fuffer my Averfion to 
bim in the leaft to diminfli our jgood Under* 
ftanding. FareweL 
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^ derate and alleviate the perpetual Contu* 
meiies of the moft importunate of Mankind. 
And as fuch fort of Men are lingular for Levi* 
ry, fo arc they always by me deipisTd* Where- 
fore with all the Satisfo6lion in the World I 
receive you into the Place of that Brother, whom 
bis Vices have made me caft off. I defire whqlly 
to forget him, tbo* I have twice fav,*d himb^'a- 
gainft his Will Not to opprels you withf Let- 
ters I have wrote to Lollius of my (elf, and my 
Affairs, as well as of what I defire fliould .tie 
done, as to the Account of the Province, of 
which he will inform you. I ddire you< if you 
poffibly can after what haspaft, tp poievcreis 
your old Friendflrip for me, FareweL 
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Cn.Vom^Y Prcc$nfuiy /^ M. Tuliius Cicero 

Imfcrator. 

/^UINTUS Fahius^ who came to me on 
V^the fourth of the iJes of February ^infytms mc 
thaT^L. Dmtitius is on his March towards me^with 
his eleven CobartSj and the fourteen of f^hdlim ; 
that he once defign*d to go to Corfimtm 3 and that 
on the fifteenth of the Ides of February ^Caius Hircus 
would follow with five cohorts mort;^ I would 
have you to come to us to jLuaria^ for here I be* 
lieve you will be in the greateft Security. Fare- 
wcl. 
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IRecdf^d iaat Letter' at Pont^ coir the 
; fifbenthof cfacCiZifMr/ oiA^cb^ by Mrhfch 
I underftood that the Adiob in the I%^f»ff >o«f2» ; 
much more Advantagsoos tow, than F had' 
been told i wherein I w^ksfen^bfe and MiiUnigfj^ 
OwnM die Virtue and Induftry of VihuUius. I 
yec remain on that Goaft where my CbmmaiMv^ 
has pbc'd me, but not withoot haVii% a Ship;' 
ready when Occafion fliould require me to re- 
move, fojf theRumorsI heard, and theDangerr 
fear'd, made me to judge it moft proper toj!: 
follow youi: Direftion iDti;:e/y in the difpbfil:[ 
of my fclf. But fihce by your Authority^ yotii?'' 
Drudent Counfel and Refolution, our Affafeiv 
fcem in a more promifing Pbfture, if you thifi^ ' 
we can hold Terraeina^ and the Coaft abotift ' 
it, I will iHU ftay here j tho* there be no Gar-' ^ 
rifons in the Towns. For here is not one of bar 
Order or Degree, but Marcus Bfpius^ a Pcrfon of 
Indi^y and Vigilance, whom I defirM to re- 
fide at Minturnde. L. Torquatus^ a Man of Valour 
and Authority has left Formia^ in order, I fup^ 
pofe, to cotne to you. I came to Cafua accord- 
ing lo your dcfire, the very Day you left it j 
for *twas your Rcqucft that I and M. CmJUius 
the Vrofr^tor^ ftould take care of Afl&irs in that 
Place. When I came thither, I found that Titus 
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Am^us was very diligent in his Eleftions^ and 
Libo received them from him wich d great deal 
of Affiduity, tad Authority in that Colony, f 
fiaid ziCafuaas long as the Confuls^ and from 
them I returned thither again on the iSlones of 
February ^ whence, after three Days ftay, I went 
again to Formia. I am now at a lofs to know 
yoor Refolutions, and the Method of the Wdr 
which you Deiign: If ^ou think we ought to 
h^ thefe Coafts, virhich in tny Opinion may 
be held, and whicht lye very opportune sind convex 
xiienr, and abound ^ith good Citizens, there is 
a Isfeceility there ihould fome COiUmander re« 
inain here } but if you think it moft advlfenblc 
to draw all your Forces into one Place and Bo- 
dy, I iball niake no difEcuky of coming immedi^ 
ateJy to you j for that is .what I tnoft earneftl)^ 
defire, as t told you that very Day we left tbt 
City. I am not in pain for any Man's accii- 
iing me of tod much Dilatorinefs in this AflFair, a^ 
long as you are fatisfy*4 with my Condud: 
And yet if it muft come to a War> as 'tis pJain ' 
it muft, I ihall eaQly, I doubt hot, fatisfie every 
Man. I havt; tsbx tny Kinfman AUfcus Tnllitii 
to you, by wboin ii you deiign to write, yoa 
inay fend anf Letters. Fsurewel 
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; LETTER CLXVm. 

Cn. Vomipey. Preeenful, to M.T« Gceco /i«- 

' perator. 

I Read your Letters with a great deal of Plea- 
fure, for there I feund your amrient Vir- 
rae \h the publick Safety. The Confab arc conic 
to that Army I had in ApuUa. I cameftly in- 
treat you by your fitigular and perpetual Zeal 
for the Commonwealth, that you repair no inc, 
to the end that bv our common Confultations we 
may bring relief to the injured Commonweakb. 
Vm of Opinion your beft Road to Brundmfium 
' h the Afftm Way. Take care of your Heakfa. 
farewcL 
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LETTER CLXDC 
Cicero Imferator^ to Cn. Pompey froconfuL 

WHEN I wrote thofe Letters, you re- 
ceived at Canufium^ I did not in the jcaft 
fufpc£l'you would pafe the Seas in your Expe* 
dition for the CommonwcaJth j but I flattered 
my felf with great Hopes, we might either bring 
Matters to a fair Accommodation, whicjjhap- 
pear'd to me the moft eligible, or at fcatthave 
dc'fendtd. the Commonwcakh with Honour, 
wkhout flying our of Italy ^ Bijt being acquain- 
ted with your Reibiution, by the Orders you 
frnt the ConfuU by Dialm before wy Letters could 
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reach you, I would not wait your writing, 
tome, but immediately began my Journey into i 
Apulia to you, with my Brother Si*intusj and 
Our Children, As foon as I aniv*d at Tbeanum 
Sidieinumy your intimate Acqnaintclnce Caius 
MeffhiSj and leveral others, afibr^d me that C^ar 
was marching to Cafua^ halting that very Day ai 
Efemia. I confefs T was a litde furpria'd, (uce 
by that means I was not only intercepted in ifiy 
Journey, but aifo very likely to be taken my fctf j 
l^hich made me retire immediately to Cales to 
wait there the Confirmation, or Confutation of 
that Report. While I was there a Copy of your 
Letter to the Confui Lentutus was fent mc j io 
wiiidi you mentionr'd the Letter fent you by. L. 
Dpmtms on the thirteenth of the Cdtmds ofMartb^ 
and indos'd a Copy of it^ You wrote it . was 
ofgreatConfequenceto thelnjtereft oftheCom« 
mon wealthy that all its Forjces Hiould, as foon ai 
peffible,draw together in one Body and Pl^ce ;.aad 
thathefhouldleave a fufBcient Garrifon in C>- 
fua. On the reading this Letter we were all of 
Opinion, you defign'd to March dircdlly with 
all your Foites to C<>r/;mi^»; ^ whither I thought 
I could not come with any Safety, becaufe 
Cafar was encamp'd about that Tow^. In the 
midft of our Expectation, News was brought 
us of the Tranfa£tions at Corfininm^ and of your 
Retreat to Brundufittftf . A^my Brother,, and my 
fcif were preparing to come thither to you, we 
were cautipn*d by fuch ^,s came out of the Sa»^ 
nium and Apulia to have a care what we did, 
C^far direaing his March with the utmoft Ex- 
pedition into thofc Parts, and that wf muft 
of Ncceflity fall into his Hands, for he would 
certainly be there peftn-e w. When vfc y^trc 
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faffidendjr convincM (tf the Tnxh ^^of .this; ' tny 
Brother, my Self, and all our Fricnbi chongfat 
k our Da^ not tiAIy to expofe oor Liber^ 
fjr, vrhich would be detrimental IQ iSie Repub* 
lidc, as well as yaar ielves, efpedaH}^ when wc 
ihad no manner ofdoobc; but that !f . we flioakl 
go, we could by no means now come np wkh 
you. During ihefe Confulrations yonr Leciecs 
of the tenth of the CaknJs of JMarck^ dated hou 
CaMfit$m came to us, in which yoil prefi our 
ipeedy Retreat to Brtmdufiim. Thefe having 
received on the third of the CsUtUs of Mamk^ 
we had no manner of doubt but that you were 

fQt iQ{ BruniuliHrn yoxxt {t\fi And we looked <m 
Ur Journey thither wholly inieicepced, tiid 
that we were no leis taken, than thofe w4ip 
IKCiit to c^nfifiumy efteemiog them as madhl 
takep who were furrounded vvith the Enemies 
Soldiers and Garrifons, as they who were fal'ix 
already into their Hands. But fince thii^ 
|ire come tOr this, I muft firft tell you, thai it 
was my defire to have been ahnrays with yoQ ; 
and for this Reafon I refus'd the command of 
fafua^ which charge I avoided not on Acconiit 
of the Weight, and Trouble of the Governtoenr, 
but bccaufe I very well (aw that City could not 
be defended without an Army in the Field ; for 
I had no Mind to incur the fame Fate, which 
to my great Sorrow I faw, had befal^n mahjr 
Men of Virtue and Bravery. But fince Fortune 
denies me the Satisfaftion of b^ng ^i^h yoa, 
I heartily wifh I cou|d any way get certain In- 
formation of your Counfels and Refqlutions, for 
I puld never guefs at an Event, than which 
i Yhouid fooner believe all Impoffibilities could 
happen ; that is,' that we fhould not hold our 
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Ground inbsfy^ in the Canfe-of rhe CommonK 
wcakhi when you were accfae Head of us. Nor 
do I now condemn the Meafures you have ta^- 
ken^ but defdQcethe Misforcnne of my Country. 
Nor (hall I judge your Counfels lefs the Refult 
of die higheft ilealbn, becaufe I cannot compre- 
hend them* i believe you have not forgot what 
my Sentiments were, firft for preferring unequal 
Terms <^ Peace before the Extremity of War j 
and fccondh^ as to quitting the City, for you 
never: confufted me about Italy : But I am not 
,fo vain as to think that my Advice ought to 
have prevailed j I followed yours, not for the 
lake w the Common wealth, for of that I long 
l^efore deQ»air'd, which is now broken, nor car 
' lie of being recovered but by the Means of a 
ft pernkions and deftrudiye Civil War, but 
it was yqjf. alone I fought, with you I defir'd tp 
be J as I will yet, if any Opportunity offers k 
felf« I am fenfible my GcKndu£t in all this 
AiF»lr has not been at all agreeable to thofe Gen* 
demen» who were fo avaritious of Battel j for 
firft I made it appear,' that Peace was the chief 
Aim of my Hopes and Defires ; not but I fear'd 
the fame things which they did, but I thought 
aU we could fear from Peace, could not be fb 
pernicious as a Civil War. After which War 
being l^gun, when I faw the Conditions df 
Peace brought to you, and yout large and ho< 
Doui^Ie Anfwer to them, I urg*d my Rcafons, 
not doubting eafily to make it Evident to you. 
that they were agreeable to thofe Benefits I had 
rccciV'd from you. I remembred that I was the 
Qciy Man, who had undergone the moft Barba- 
rous and Cruel Punifhwncnts for my Service to 
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the Commonwealch ; that I was the Man/that 
ftould go throng all thofe Struggles and Con- 
tefts again, if I had offended his Inclinations^ to 
whom you had order'd one of the CmfuIJhipf^ 
and' an honourable Triumph, when we wpre 
now in Arms ; chat my Perfon might be (ingkd^; ' 
out always, as having fome Popular Rcme^ a« f 
gainft the impioa? AlTauIts of profligate Citizenr . 
on the Commonwealth. Nor was my Sufpicibn 
of chis earlier than the publick Dedamtion cf: 
it reach'd my Ears : Nw was I terrify'd at die : -. 
ProTpedt of this, if there had been a NecdEtjrofv . 
undergoing it, tho* I was of<^imon, I ou^ ^t 
rather to avoid it if I could with Honour^ ^fino^. '^■ 
you fee the Refolutions I had taken at that^::; 
time, while yet we had hopes of l^ace ; • bar? 
Chance has robb*d me of the Power of:doincf?- ; 
What dfe I would have done. But my Atsfyfor. i* 
is eafie to thofe who are not fatisfy*d wkh^mjij^'.; 
ConduQ, for I was never more Csfars Friendjvi: 
than they were, nor wcrethey ever more Friendi -^ 
to the Commmonwealth, than I. The ouljrS; 
difference betwixt us is, that they, tho^ very |dft 
Patriots, were for dcdding the Matter by the: r : 
Sword, while I, who am not much behind thfeir . - 
Merits to the Publick, was for an amicable Qm?. : . 
dufion, which Opinion you your fdf dedat*d :: 
for. But fince their Advice prevaifd, I ihall : 
make it my Endeavours that the Commonwadd^'^: 
may always£nd in me the Mind of a Rmum^ and . : 
you that of a Friend Fatewel. * : ^ 
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LETTER CXXX. 
M*Tw Cioefo to Acdcus. 

TH.O* my Ejres are more ttoublcfome to 
me than ufual, yet could I not but fend you 
a Letter fwhich I AiSbic) by our Gommonr 
TnerAG^ma Fsiitu : For I wrote thofe Letters 
I fciit you the Day before Ycfterday mv felf, as 
well as Ic6uld, the Prophefie of which I hear^ 
tily wifh' may be falfe. The only Motive of this 
Letter, is not that I may pals no Day without 
writing to you^ but yet a more Juft and Impor^ 
tantone, which is to deiire you to take a little 
Time f and a little will fufBce to do it) to ex-.' 
plain your Adrice (b, that I may perfedly tm« 
detftand it. All my Adions and Conduft are 
Juft and Oailtlefs. Nor have I left any thing 
undone for which I cannot produce not only a 
Probable, but a wife Excufe : For catainly no 
Man can impute as a Crime to me, the rgefting 
the Command of Cafua^ fince by my refufal I 
fecur*d tny felf from the Reflexions of Sloth 
and Treichery , which my Enemies would befure 
to have loaded me with, if i had loft that Place, 
not tenable in the Condition they would have 
confided it ro me ; nor can they juftiv make me 
Criminal fcom the Caution I us'^ or not offen- 
diiag him^ whom P^mj^ in Arms, had made an 
arm'd Cmfid^ and oraet*d a Triumph after the 
Conditions of Peace were brought by Lucim dt- 
fir and FakiMs. Nor do I think my laft Condu£t 
juftly blameaUe, in my not paffing the Seas : For 
tho* that indeed was worthy of Confiderarion, 
yet coul4 I by no means put it in Execution.: 
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For I ought not to doubt, efpcdally when I had 
fecn Tomfty% Letter, (of which oiw Jfdgmcnrs 
were the bmi) but that he would advance to the 
Kli^fofDomitius. Befides, I thought it more 
prudent tO give my felf time for a more delibe- 
rate and longer Con0deratJotK Wherefore I 
would have you Kr/f, tho* you have often wrote 
about it, fend me your Judgment of allV^d^ 
Things more particulaijy. Nor would I\.iitve 
you ftop at the Cenfare of my paft A&ions^ faol 
look forward, and let me know what McaTiinis 
yoa would prefcribe niy Condu&ib^.de£th 
furej and where you i\^ I an bis rav^SL $dr« 
viceable to the Goninionwealth. wiiedier 
Matters will be refer*d to atfv fivaurec of t^adfi^ 
or whether ^U lliings ftkm. end at kft lo^dio 
Warriors alone, I, who iquare aU v^yhffSloM 
to my Duty ^ remember however voiiur Advioe^ 
which if L had followed, I ha^ dpp'd all ihs 
Miferies of thefe Times. I perftf^y tembaahki 
what you perfuaded me to by Theofbanu osoS^ 
Cakoy and have often with Sighs rdSe^ed onib 
Let me therefore, now at leaft, return to w(kk 
I then rejedcd^ that is npi only to take Qtoriou^ 
. but fecure Refdutions. . But I prefcribe i^^ingi: 
I would have you be very particute in tbe Opfc 
nion you fend me. I deure you alfo xo make, 
as narrow an Enquiry as you can have Oppoar* 
tuny to do, what our Friend Lemukf, and JD9^ 
Tnitiuido now, and vyhat they intend* AstQ 
what they now do, I would know, if .they ac^ 
cufe any Body, or are angry with any. one j I 
mean, whether they refent any ConduS of Pcmr 
fty. Pvmffijr throws all the Blame on them, as 
you will had by the Copy of h\s Letter, which 
X fend you. Earcwel, 
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LETTER CLXXr. 

■ ■ • ■ ■ . ^ 

Cii. Pomp(iy /« Marcos Maicel|ns, and t. 

LcntitluSy Qnffuts, 

MY Opinion being, ibar while owArniics 
were dividied, ^ could noc be Service- 
^le to tbe COBunoDwealch^ I wrote loDimitius 
toEsq^edice Us March lo join me with aJI hi$ 
Forces i that if he had any doubts as to hiixK 
felC be fliouldfend mt tbe nineteen Cohorts that 
were marching from the Tianer. What 1 was 
^&aa& of qame co pa&, tfaar Domiius was highly . 
embarafifd, for he was mm: of fiifficient Force 
to Encamp my nineteen, and hjs-twelve ^^bcrts^ 
\xtxi% dmcr^4 inta thref Towns i nor couJd he^ 
if he haa a Mind, make that Expeditioh was 
Neccflar}^. Know therefore, that I am in a great 
^eal of Pain and SoUicitade ; for I would fain* 
deliver io toany; and fo worthy Men from a 
Siege J nof cooldl go to their Relief, becaufe 
I did not think fit to commit their fafe Condu^ 
catfaeiefwoLegioTiSi out oif which 1 could but . 
draw foaneen Cohorts, which I fent to Brundu^ 
Jmmy nor did I think I ought to leave CanufiuMf 
without Garriibn [in my Abfence. I fent Iti^ 
ftruAions by DeUit^ that I was in hopes of much 
greater Force^ thaf if you judg'd it proper, one 
of you fhoold join inff, and the other (hould ga 
into SrVi/f , witii fhofe Men you had rais*d in 
and aboor C4/IM ^ aslikewife, wiohthofe rais'4 
by Foitftus J that Domhm witb his twelve Ci?- 
horts^oxAd jdn them; that all the reft of our 
Forces fhould March dircdUy for V^Hniufiumi to 
'■•'.'■.} . be 
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be there fhipp'd off for Djrrhachlum. But fince 
I can now Contribute no more, th^n ^oa to the; 
Relief of 25<?wifw, or make our Way tnrong^ 
the HUIs, *dL8, by no means Common, Prudencei 
to fttffer the Enemy to gome near the(e fourteen* 
Cohorts^ which I havecanfe to fafpeS; nor to 
let them follow us too near in our March; 
Therefore, thought fit with Cam MareefUs^ 
and the rdft of our Order that was here, to leaj 
the Army I have with roe to Brundmfim.^ I de« 
fire you to make what fpeed you can with all the 
Men you can r^dfe, to the fame Placie. I woald 
have you to Arm your Men, with the Ajrms 
you defign'd for me : If you bring the Overplus 
• to Brmti^umyyoa will do the Commonwealth 
, great Service. I would have you impart this t6 
all our Friends. I have lent to P. Ifpf^y ati'd.ib- 
Copmiusy the Fratars^ to join their Troops, ::and 
haften to me. Farewel. 



LETTER CLXXJI- 

. Cn. Pompey precanful, to L. Domicius 

ProcQnful. 

I Am furprizM to hear nothing from your 
own Hand about the Publick Affairs, but 
from others. With this broken and divided A^:- 
my^ we can by no means make tolerable Head 
againft the Enemy, but I hope by conrrafting' 
out; Troops into one Body, we may be able to 
defend the Republick, and the Common Safety. 
Wherefore when, as Vibullius wrote me Word, 
you had refolv'd to Mard> from Corfinlumy on 

. V fhc 
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the fifth of the Ues of Fchruary^ in order to joia 
oie with yoiir Army, I >vonder what Motive 
you had of changing your.Defign j for that Rea- 
Cbn, yvhich Vibultius mentions, !$ extremely tri« 
jBiing, viZf, That you made a Halt^ becaufe you frw 
that Cxfer had left Firmium, in order to ToJJefs 

iimfelf of QsL&nmTsittntinum j for tho* near 
the Enemy, the more haft you ought to have 
lxiade> that yoU might join me before Cafar 
could get betwixt us, and cut ofFyour Approaches 
to me. Wherefore I beg you in the moft earneft 
planner I aih abfe, as I did in my former Let* 
iref, to make the utmoft Expedition you can to 
Luceria^ before Cafar Can get thofe Forces toge- 
ther, by which he intends to cut off all Commu- 
nication betwixt our Troops. But if any one 
oppofe your cominj;, let them keep their own 
Men, yet it is but juft you fend me thefe who 
In Picene iat)d Camertne^ left their Dwellings and 
Fortunes for my lake. FareweL 
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Cn. Pdmpey froconful^ /(? Lucius Domitius 
Proconful i prejfing him to haft en to him, 
with his Army^ 

ON die fourteenth of th^ Calends of March^ 
^Marcus Calermus brought me Letters from 
youy in which you tell me youdefign to obfervc 
the Motions of C^faty and that if he Marches 
towards me by the Sea Coafis, you will come 
by the Way of the Samnites. But if he ftays in 
thofe.Parts, vtrhere ,he now is, you let me know 

you 
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^ott intend co oppok him. I'dd^ iHft 
jur this Refolution proceeds from the Gidii^. 
nefit, and Bravery of your Min^. Bat we crng^ 
a little more ferioufly to confider, that ^hllc ve ^ 
are divided^ we tiiay prove inferkmr to oOt 
Enemy, fince he not only has a great Army^ 
already, but daily experts much gtteter R«^ 
inforcementi Your Prudence Ought to cbake : 
you not judge of C^/4r, by the Forces he his af 
prefent againft you, but what a Povlrer pf Hqriei 
and Foot he may fuddenly have, a proof of 
which ate the Letters fent me by Biiffeffmi^ io^ ' 
fever;yi from other Haiids, intimating thatCir^-- 
tia is drawing out aH the Garrifbns in Vhthrid 
and Tfifcanj, with defign to lead them all tcl . 
Csefar. Which if once got into one Body, and" 
part fenr to jSlkt^ and tte reft againft you, yotit 
wiU not be able to oppofe them ; nay, if tbq^ 
are only op the E>efenfive, you will be lb Uock-d 
up that you will not have Liberty to Forage; '''^ 
For rhefe Reafons I beg you to make all the hafte 
you can poffibly to me. The Confuls have de* 
iign'd to do the (ame: I have ordered Mttufcilius to 
Ice you know that I muft rake Care the two 
Legions venture not to ftand . the approa€;h 
of c^yjrr,' without the Tktntine Cohorts. Where- 
fore I would not have you furpriz'd, if you hcar^j 
I retreat before Cafar^ for I think I ought to take 
Care I am not furroundcd, for I cannot En- \ 
camp, both by Reaftm^tihe Scafonoffhe Year,- 
and the uncertain Minds of the Soldier^ j nei- 
ther muft I draw ail my Garrifons out of the 
Towns, Icaft I thereby give up thofe Fortreflcs; 
that have been delivered to me j wherefore I 
have only drawn together fourteen Cohorts to 
Lucma, The Confuls will bring all thek Gar- 

rifonsr 
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rifbnsiA m«» orcarry thc» imo 5id/^ : For we 
muftdtber have 'an An&y of that ftrangth to be 
able (Qhecp the Fkld, z^ Iiwad? our Eoemji 
ot^&A lucb a COimtry as may ^qiable us to.de^ 
fcni our felves. s ; Neicbcr of whicb I ain Matter 
of at prefent, becaulc Cafar has p^flfcis'd himfi^ 
of ^at Part of iafy^ aod our Asiny is much in« 
ferioui CO his in Number and focce ^ whero- 
fba:e *iis lime foe u&co take the greareft Care of 
thd Comtnonweakh we are abk. I agaia repeat 
my^ impotoxokyiXfm you may immediately re- 
ps^ to iiie with aJi your Troops; . we may yet 
fcftore the Commonwealth, if we could come 
coAConfider of Aflraij:& together, if we arc fepa- 
rated> we are but Weak* Sioce the writing thi$ 
5/4^ brought me. boih Letters and A<ivice from 
you, . vfmfh defire my immediace March towards 
y GO, which I can by ix> meatis^ comply wirh^ 
beC^iuip I caa have no. great Confidence in my 
Meix farewcL 



•wm 



t EXT R|t GLXXIV. 

BalbttSt t^ Ciccrp } engaging him to me4i^ 
ate Pmcc hettvixt Pompej and Caefar. 

IMuft life all the earneft Entreaties, I can to 
beg yaur Mediation in the Reconcilement of 
ToMpiy and Cafar^ fet at variance by the Trea^ 
chcry:of ibme about *em. *Tis a Negotiation 
worthy your Virme. You may aflure your fcif, 
if you think fit to come hither, c^efar will not 
only be entirely rul'd by your Advice, but will 
likewife ihink himfelf extremely oblig'd to 

you. 
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you. I wi/b that Vm^ would but ' fcrifa>w 
Example* n^^ Cbtnpuance wich anjr Tenasi 
1 rather defire, than hope. Bm I Iball bn^iti to 
Quit my I>efpair of Succei^ and no lODaer 
doubt of your Authority vrtth hiiii» when te 
ODce can come to a Refoludon, and confiib 
no longer his Jealoufies and Fears. Your ooofeot 
to Conful Lefftnlius ftaying here* has been very 
agreeable to Cdfsr^ and a particular Obl|g^itioD 
to me, who love him equal to CdM^. 4n4tf 
he had, but as he us'd to do* confuted m^ mi 
not made me a perfe^ Stranger to his Rentocsi 
I had been left unhappy, than now I tm^ ' I 
would not have you to believe anv Bfan Irmore 
fcnfibly touch'd than my felC to fee the Gonfiil 
do ev*ry thinjg, but what a Qmfnl AonkL Tec 
if he would but follow your Advice* tndalte 
my Word, defar would fpend the reft- of "to 
Confplihip in Rme^ when I fliouid bqgin m 
hope, (hat through your Authority the Goon- 
fels of the Senate j and his Mediation, Tompey and 
C^far might once more be reconciled* which 
could I but fee done, I fhouid I thmk haveliv*d 
* long enough. What Cafar did at Corfmmm^ 
know is highly with my Approbation, for cer- 
tainly in chefe Conjun£tares the b^ waF is to 
put an End to the Conteft* without Blood flied. 
I am extremely faci$fy*d at your joyful Recapii* 
on of yours, and my Balbus^ and I dare aaure 
you, what he has told you oiCaifarf or what 
his own Letters import, he will ablolute^ inake 
Good. And whatever his Fortune may be* -yet 
what he has written to you deferves Appbnie. 
Farcwel, ; 

LETTER 
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LETT ER CLXXV. 

fiblbus to Qccrd ; perfnadhig him to fitmJi 
■ iftitto', hedig ohV^ J loth to Votary and 

AFTER 6f^ and I ha^ writ to ydn^ i re- 
ceived a Letter froni C<€/«r, a C6py of 
vtudi Ihave&nt you, '^whereby jrod ^ill fiod 
how earneftiy he defires a* Reconciliation with 
Pmi!^, and bow far he is fr6xn all manner of 
-CraeJty^ at which I ain^ as I ought to be^ ex^ 
ntmely fatisf|r*d. I am xntirely of ^oxxt Opinio 
OD, my Cker§^ as to your Self, your Honour 
and your Piety^ and that your Reputation and 
Jnftice, would ^cty much fuffer in your taking 
up Arttis againft Cjry^, from whom you own 
yWL have received fo confiderable Services. That 

. C^ar will approve your Conduit, his Humani- 
ty alays^ureyou^ and think himfelf abundant- 

: ly ikisfy'd, you ihare not with him in the Wat 
ogainft his Adveriary, as long as you join not 
them againft him^ As an Argument, he will be 
iatisfy'a with this in you, iitrho are a Man of 

xdMt Repatati9n and Intereft, he has at this time 
juiffiex'd me to be abfent from the Aritiy that 
goeft iigainft Tm^pey and Lentklns^ in confidera* 
tion I hate particular Obligations to them, aflii- 
tiogme he would be contented with my ftayii^ 
here, daing Bufine0 for him in the City^ and 
had fure Liberty to do the f^me for them^ 
By this ifieans I inanage ail the Affairs of Ltntulus 
TitRme at this Jttn^ure, and perform that Triifl, 
ffhiebPicQr andDugr require. And tho* our 

D A hop^ 
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hopes of a Reconciliation are now again : laid 
afide, yet can I not dcf^air of it bvC^fe I knotv 
Cafars Scnrimencs in chat paLTici^lur arc Xvhai 
we could all wifh and deiiic. If I^oiighr advijR^ 
ybti fliould write to him, to de<ire his ProtefiB^ 
on; as you did that oiVomfty^ with my Appro- 
bation in the Time of Clodius. I dare engage, 
if 1 have any knowledge of Cafar^ he wiJl be 
more ready toconfult your Dignity, than hit 
own Advantage. I know notbov what I wri(e 
maybe taken, but this I amfureor, that itflowis 
from the higheft Veneration and Love, for. {^fo 
Jet me die, while Cafar is fafe and well), ^ I 
\cii9c you above moft of iliy Acquaintance. I do- 
fire I may hear from you, as fbon as yoa se 
come to aRefoltition in this particular, fotl.WBk 
in pain you Hiould behafve your felf with that 
Equality to both, as both defervc f/o;ii . lyoi,- 
which y<!t I cannot doubt from your Prudence, 
and your Juftice. Take care ofc your tfealtk 
Farewel. 
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Cicero Impcratovy to Caius Julius Cacfitt 
Emperor ; requeflinz, he may be Jo tntireh 
Nei4ter^ tbjt he may le capahle of Being a 
Merit at or of Teace he twist him and Pps)- 

1 

* ■ 

TH E Lerrers Timnm brought me from you 
furpr^z'd mc, not with your defire oEmy 
k.rg in Town, and that you. would make.ute 
^ of 
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of Authority^ Dignity and C^uofeli butlcoa* 
Fefe I was tofeek in what you qie^iyt by Favour 
and Afiiftarxe. But Hope led me^ro an agrcc^ 
able Imagination, that you fcijowing the Di- 
lates of your woi;ideiful and fingular Wifdobi^ 
had feme thought of negotiating a Ff^acc, and 
the Concord and Union of the City, whereupon 
I confcfs I thought my felf no ioiproper Pcrfon 
for a Ne^gotiation of that Nature j and if you 
have in reality any thoughts of reconciling Tom-^ 
^ to you, and the Commonwealth, you could 
chufc no Body fo proper as my felf, who have 
always perfuaded him, and the Seriate, as foon 
as I could, againft a War, nor/jnce ihey have 
taken up Arms, h^ve i had any Hand in their 
Military Expeditions. I -detlar'd my Opinion 
thar the War was an Invafion of you, againft 
Vfhofe Honours; beflow'd by the People of Rcme^ 
yoiir'Enemies, andthofe thaienvy*dyou, ftrove* 
But as I was then the fupport of your Dignity, 
and brought many over to your Affiftance at that 
Junfture, fo at this time the Dignity of Pompey 
moves me extremcly,for now many Years are paQ; 
fince I chofe you two out from the other Romans^ 
as the jufteft Objcfts of my Efteem, and with 
whom I would eiiter into lo intimate a Friend- 
flMp, as I now enjoy with both of you. This 
giy^ me che alTurance ,to importune you with all 
thc.earneftpefs I can, that you would amidft your 
^ekt Cares, take this into ConHderation, and 
litfter me to be, and ftow my felfy by your Fa- 
vour, a Pious, a Good, and a Grateful Man, for 
the many Obligations I have to you. This, if k 
reached none but a»y felf, I fliould not defpair of 
obtaining of yo^^but if I am not dcceiv'd it ex^ 
tends to your Faith and Honour, and to the Com* 

D d 1 monwealrh. 
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monw^akhf that I be permitt^ to be in a Sl^ttion 
capable of bdog the Author of Pftace to both tf 
yc, aod of Concord to my Country. The Tbanb 
ixcxwtkd you fof!^ the Procefiion of Lmhtha^ as 
ITny ownfsdfety had been your Care, I liope 



vdilcoovioce you of my Gratitude ^ but X b^ 
\yovL not to force me, at a time wheni am ftudy- 
log to be grateful to you, to be ungrateful io/Tm- 

f^. farewd. ,7 

LETTER CLXXVIt 

ft 

./ .' . 

SteTicraces, the famous Egyptian Statmi^^p 
Alexander /j&^ Great; concerning butntOh 
thns to cut him out of the Mount^Un AjixSj 
and make him hold a City in one Haml^-mU 
pour out a River ufitb the other. . .^ .; 
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TTp I S certain that either the nlightjr Alexin^ 
JL der has no ocoafion for a Statue to pcape- 
tuate bis Memory, or that Stejicrates is alone 
pable of doing him that Juftice by erefting 
What,ihall he be confin'd within anQlofCamis, 
or thecompafsofalittleBrafs, vftbom theirliicHe 
Univerfe could not Contain ? He wept for.itare 
Worlds to Conquer, and ffaall AftUa or I^^fnm 
pretend to circamfcribe him ? What nuCcmt 
AlexanJer Whom my Eyes have feen aimoft equiil* 
If glorious with the Sun in his Meridiak, be dkh 
Mg d to the Laboun of a vile Weaver or Founder 
for prefcrving his Fame ? Can he be reprefentcd 
on Clothe or by Brafs, whofe (ingle Look wer£ 
fuficient ta ftrikie Terror into, or give Gox^a- 
tion CO an hundred Kingdoms ? Piaroon nie ibod 

greaceft 
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greateft of Men I If I prefiimt eft Hmjt thy D6- 
suHionstQ a fet Nundicr* fince none can no^ be 
Jt)by ways (aid to rale in this Habirable£ar|}i 
ttcept Jove^ and thy fclf. To thmk to dxxmi^ 
'Alexander^ by painting him is Ridicaioas, U 
he were like other Mortals, ^hich i d9re Mc 
affirm, this ASion ofjiteBes would rather tranf* 
hxit his Frailty, than Gipry to Pofterity, What 
jcan lefs reiemble Alexander than warft of a 
Divine Power ? If this Painter had thought to 
have reprefented thee by fuch weak Materials to 
take away die forK of the Thunderbolt he had 
loaded thy Hand witl>^ he were excufable in that 
he might be fuppos*d to have been thereby 3 
WeU-wifher to the World, but as bethinks by fo 
)nean a Performance to come up to the Grandeur 
(^the Orkinal he is miftaken, vilely befocted* 
and can deferve to be thought nothing for it 
i^ut a Fool, or a Madman. Shall Alexander^ the 
Darling of Mankind, not be able to outlaft ai;^ 
A^ ? ^hajl hMhat was Bom for the good of hu- 
qone Race part with his Majefty in lefs than a 
l^ond^d Years ? Are Conquerors apd Thunder* 
09 wont to be fubjeft to the Injuries of Infeds? 
ble : So great a Hero muft ne^fis out-live 
Snail afpace of Tiiqe, and become a Neigh- 
ixiar CO Immortality. Wh^t an Ignorant like- 
wiCeinuft Lyfifpus be to think to form thee out of 
Bp4s, vhen even the prpud Artaxerxes thought 
- fir to CBvy thy Modefly ? Brafs is too rigia ^. 
Mcttil &c thy beni^ Temper, which never al^' 
cers but where thou contend*ft for Glory ^t^ 
i; thine Enemies^ A Statuary might have prpfumd 
. 10 have copy'd DarifUj but to attempt ^xander 
was down-right Madnefs. Thy Soul will not 
foffcr thy Body to be (;onfin'd within the narroyr 
' ' V A y' Litoits 



)i » • 



Ufiiits of Om-Knes. He muft be qualify'd to 
cftSf the greateft of ImpbflibiUries rhat can dr^ 
OJtnfcribe thy Majefty. Since therefore no^ 6- 
ificr is able to reprefem thee, this great Work 
ihuft needs have been rcfen*d for me, and I will 
fcftderiakeit. From thegrcatnefs of myThottdht 
thOu may 'ft b^ fatisfy'd of the Eftecm t fiavie Knr 
Ace. The vaft Mountain Atlos^ ftretching Mottg 
fhc Confines vfTlrace^ hides his Head amohg the 
Clouds, and extends his Feet even to the Sea=- 
ftear. This huge Mafs of Earth I take to be oh- 
Ijr fit to receive thy Imprcihon, for fincc'thy 
Aftions have been all along fo great, 'twetc bfat 
juft thy Portraiture ftould bear an equal Prdtnii^- 
tion. This is that Mount -^thcs which Xirni, 
being greedy of Glory, fcparated from the Cctf- 
rinent, and mjrde Ships to ride in its Bofom. " ffy 
lefi wonders will I perform, for while I trace tiqic 
thy diftant Symmetry, I will put a City into' tity 
Right-hand, and a River into thy Left i the foraf- 
cr to reprefent thy exceffive Magnanimity, and 
the latter to denote thy prodigious Liberality. 
This is that Alexander I defign to Copy ; thS fe 
that Hero I intend to Carve. "T would be in 
Injury to fo great a Prince to be formed out df 
any thing left than a Mountain, and even fUch 
a one as Guards a thoufand Kingdom?. Alex^-- 
Jer would difdain an Artift, that fliould hzJftz 
meaner thought of him. Every Aj^eBes "or Xjj- 
^/w can make a Miniature of him, but 'ti^ re- 
fcrv*d only for Stcficrates to (hew him in his true 
Greatnefs. Who will not immediately diftln- 
gui/h Alexander by this Emblem of Bounty and 
Power, which I have given him. Even when 
tliou com'ft to die, moft Glorious of Monarchs I 
This Image (hall preferve thee alive, for tho* thy 

Animal 
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Aniasa! Soul begone, chy. Vegetaf ivc fh;ill ftiil 
rem;dn, and as long, as the World lafts (hcu here 
ibalc Flourifli. Every Spring fliall r^new.,<hy 
plory, and.every Summer revive thy Immoiw- 
liry. He that can conceive a larger {dea of thee, 
muA have recauife (o infinite Space to exerpfe 
his Thought in. H'j that can ere6l a nobler Sta- 
tue muft require a more extenfi ve Skie. to receive 
its Altitude. He that v^ould reprefent a Perfon 
more a Prince, muft invent fomething of great- 
er Beneft than a. River, or of more Magnificence 
than a well-built City. My Alexander fhall haye 
liirtarj for his ^afis^ the Sea fpr his Looking- 
Glafs, the Earth for his Throne, and Heavca 
for his Canopy. His ruin will be only owing 
to. the DiOfolution of al| Things, if peradventure 
lie be not able by his iingle Force to refill the .f)i* 
preme Decree, and prelerve his own Being after 
all others are deftroy'd. The Giants when they 
fbr^ierly attempted to Aflaalt (he Gods, had net 
ia way better prepared for them €han I have con- 
xnfakft ray Hero, yet cannot! apprehend the 
divine Thunder for what I have done, unleis I 
•could he ma4e to think that thofe Deities woutd 
-ever fo far debafe themfclves as to envy humane 
Virtue.' Thus I havedefign'd a Statue for thee, 
Q AlescanJevy which J hope will equal thy Gran- 
4etir.'^ The Skie, the Sea, the Ear^ ftdll all con- 
tribute to applaud my Invention. The Hep yens 
llttU eternally Crown thy Head with Srais, rbc 
Sea ifhall walh thy Feet, and the Earth pvoiftratc 
all her Produdlions before thee. What King 
will not incline to Kneel as foon as he fees my 
Monarch fo highly exalted ? What Wretch will 
4are co defpife him \vhcn he ftiall perceive a- 
vcnging Thunder to hang over his HciuJ? If 

• '^Dd 4 • •' ''' 'Stefi- 
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Steficr^tti had bees in bdps when that antlent 
Hero Herpdes fer tip his PilhrSt he had taught 
faiina much nobler Way of difiinguifliiiig hjs 
iGj^deor. Straus would have aU the World 
tb know by this his Vaft Defigto, that Jove and 
^xander are Rivals, for if on Earth no. Pl^ 
nKittdns toLthe latter to Conquer, where jbopd 
'^lus ndct Thoughts be but a^inft the Former ? , 
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Xambliciis to Porciliacus ; aequatnth^ Mm 

bow he empkys bis Timer .; .• .■ - 



I *: 



FOR my part, VortUiaau^ I am none of ifac& 
that pretend to procure themfelves qii]et;.«y 
$16th. Induftry is my Delight, whence lean 
fSiX derive the greateft Content. I look WJSih 
vy felf not to have Iiv*d that Day wheretD I have 
neither feen nor done feme new 'I1iin& Thkc 
l^ight feeois loft to me which has not rartufli*d 
me with fome new Dream to exercife my Fapqr, 
When neither Day nor Night alFord it)e any o« 
ther Matter for A6lion, I make my Bed, duft 
my Books, brufli my Cloathsf, or Waljtt ever ooo- 
(emplating on fom(; divioe or humane^ publick 
or private Obie^. Do you do the fiinc. Tar- 
fdiocus^ if you have a Mind to have me other ^ 
your Friend, or Well- wifli er, ftacwel. 
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ithefame » Anyriteander^ *tf Poet ; advifitfi 
' i^w tohmfrry as iecanne ^that Ck0ra^er^ 

SMnft ddier ceafe to Iotc joo» AnammgnJer^ 
or 7012 muft lay afide that iadnefs ofMfijd 
ich i obferve afflids you.- What an unbc- 
comiog thing is it for a Poet to have Difcontept 
fit on his Brow. The various Conditions of 
Men ate'^llffiiqguifliablc E^ their various Counl 
irenances/ The Soldier aunmes a bold Martial 
Air i thejttdg£ a fbvere } ithp Lawyer a fly eun* 
jDing Look j tne Phylidan an humble Pawning 
Grin ; the Courder a fupple defigning Leer j 
the Tradefman an HypocritiQal lying Pbyzz 
when rtid'oet is never to have any thing in his 
Face \m Mirth, as having his Thoughts aiw^^Sv 
runnfaig upon fome pleafant Fancy. If yon 
therefore 4napnmahJer have a Mind to be one tif 
this Charad^er, rid your fel^ as quickly as may be» 
0f youf MelanchoIIy, for till you have fo dfone, 
youmuftnot expeft thaicAfeBo^znd theMufes will 
nave aAy thiog (o do with yqu. Lay^ an^ 
f aicwelt 
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Jhe Cymqoe Philofppber Diogenes^ u bis 
FruUki Mc^^fthches $ informing him after 
what manner he was initi^tted of that Se^ 
^Socrates. ' 

O M E to Athens^ my Friend, where you 
fliall ice that Socratts who &ft taught tpe 

7" • Wjfdoci, 
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Wifdom. As foon^as hk Farne r»ch!d me, I 
li^em fromSmpe to hear mm, and^ fbuod hiin 
fwching thac there were hiu two. Ways xh^ ic4 
to Vtfcue ai)d Happii^^ the one long,, the 0:« 
ther Aort. Upon asking him to ihew them mc, 
he lofe from hi^ Seal;, and together with bis othfuc 
^bdtah carried me to the Citjr, and afterwards 
to the daftle. There he pointed to two fteiep 
W^ys, the one narrow, ihort and craggy, (he 
other long, broad, and of eaCe Afcent. Sai 
tbefi^ faid he, go to tie CafiUy^ilii fame kind 
sre thofe that lesd to Virtue. ana Uafplnefs^ hut he 
that goes the nearer Way always arrives fpone^j tbo 
it be with tiegreatefi Pain. Cbufe therefore^ quoth 
he to me, inicb wiB you bawe, I knowing my 
felf nacorally able to undergo HardOups, made 
choice of- the fteep and craggy Road, being even 
then fenfiblet chat he that aims at true Happing 
muft grudge no Labour to obtain it. Socrates ha* 
ving approv*d what I had dqne, bid me pull o6F 
my Cloaths, and receive t|fe f PalUumj which 
I did. Then he put a Wallet upon mv 
Shoulder, with a heavy Earthen Platter, ana 
a great Wooden Cup in it. After which he 
equipp'd me with an Oil Cruifc, and a Curri- 
comb) and laftly gave me a Staff in my Hand. 
Thus habited I began to ask him a rcatbh for all 
he had beftoWd on me.' Why-baveyiH'gi'uen me 
3fi&e Pallium, quoth I? That fou fnigbt'dttend me 
both Winter and Summery reply*d he. Bui ivby fi 
thick lindy pnrfu*d I. Becattfe^ faid he, Tmpould 
wither be fenfible of Cold^ nor want Heat* But^ 
proceeded I, What means this Wallet on my Back. 
That is given you J quoth he, To the end you may 

• .■ be£ 
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heg vAere^rotT fou come. Bui ^hat mtMsthtsCwf 
and Tlatter? dcfflanded I farther, ff1>at tut to 
feed and drench you^ tcpI^M he. jind this Curri^ 
tomh andOil Cruife^ wbai XJfe are tbejfor ? Thedik 
to fuffk jwir Limbs wbenyou are weofj^ atd the 
other to rid your Hair if the Filth jou wiltcmtraQ 1y 
goingbareheddid. ta&ty he rold n)e, he gaVe m6 
the^taff for a Caution, ff'hat caution, repJy'dli 
pii>atf anf<ver*d he? But that which the Gods ufe 
igainfi Toets. Thus dear Megafibenes have 1 gi^ 
ven you i ftfi Account of my Admiffion among 
the Pfailofophers, and of the Habit, I received on 
that OCcafion. FareweL 

LETTER CLXXXL 

The fame to the Graedans, ieing a fever e 

Satyr upon them. 

TH E Dog to thofe that call themfelves Gra^ 
ctaHs^ tends a Howl, and tho* he had kept 
his Mouth fliut, yti vrould they have nevertbelefii 
dUcoVered themfelves to have been A^es in their 
Heatts, and Men only in their Countenances. 
You ' iireeh dilTemhle all» and know nothing. 
You make Laws for your f^lves, yet are always 
at variance with your Neighbours, ever envying 
thofe that do ill, rather tnan imitating fuch as 
do well* If you fee a Man better Cloarhed, 
Richer, or more Learned, you prefently have 
him in Abhorrence. In a w&rd, you do nothing, 
you ought to do, and on the contrary are ever 
employ d in what vou fhould avoid. Neither 
yoii nor your Ancedors have ever fpared good 
Men, orpunifh'd bad. Wherefore not only I, 

but 
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bat Nature abhors yoa. Before you Marry yoii 
jire Hypocrites^ and afterwards Tyrant;. Yon 
VC equally cruel to Enemies and t^riendl * jSofoe 

Sou punifh for fmall Crimes^ and let odiecs 
Icape for greater. Tou Hang, Bum* Poifoii 
and Torture, yet all without Reaibn. .Whcthn 
fait the (ame Thing, O Madmen ! toKSt, and 
CO Torment ? Is not the Rack a double peach, 
and why fliould that be apply*d for a fing|e 
Crime ? Likewife from the Dead we can cap- 
peft'no Bene^t j but if we pardc^, chp ycry 
Worft of (he Living may ar one tim^ or other be 
Serviceable to us. You Grecians inftruft the 
Unkamed in Mufick to divert you, and take'no 
notice of the Learned, who would be of much 
greater Ufe to you. Is it becaufe vou abound in 
Knowing Men that you fo defpiie them? Iffp^ 
lilpeput an Edi£t to baniflli t^iein, chat ypuniafr 
the more freely proceed in your Wickedfms« 
In folemn Feftivals you both Gbiirmandize, get 
Drunk, and grow Mad in the Forum^ apd publick 
Schools. T^en ft is you rail at the Do^y as iros 
call hiin, but he takesf little or no notice or ye. 
Yoq would kilf hiib, but he is below your teaf^. 
I have known a poor Man ftarve a Diftemper, 
which in the rich would have endanger^ L!fe» 
by being continually nourifli^d. Whilft ye Q^e 
oponyour Beds of Down, your Minds grow 
karden'd. If ye were wife, ye would praAife 
the Temperance of Socrates j and rather hang 
your ielvcs than chufe to die of a Luxurious £^ 
cafe. Buc it is moft impolCble you ftoold alter 
your iH Courfe oftifc. Yoar Obftinacy will 
pot.lctyou befrce from ir, tho* it were other'- 
yjf\fc in your Power to inake your fclvcs fo. Yc 

^i: .^ ^ ■ v' . ■. ^- ■••Witt 
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)ftfiU ftill dontioue your debauch'd BaoquetSi and 
when in tfjie height of your Cups, ye grow 
Fevcri/hf y< fena for thofc Butchers, ye caU 
Phyficiam, who iho* iheir Method be to Burp* 
Cut, Key, Poifbn, or otherwife Torment , yet 
ye maQer not as long as ye get well, when if 
tre had been careful of your Health, ycne^dnoic 
nave any occafion for their Help, For my oart 
J[ am apt to imitate Antifibenes^ who would en- 
deavour CO convert thofechat delir^d it, but as for 
all fucb as defpis'd fteafon» Truth and Wifdom, 
.ie had the like contempt for them. This my 
,£piftle is addre&'d to Greeh^ but it might as 
)wd\ have been to Barhariam^ your Extravagant 
ces being far greater than they would ever have 
lieen guilty of, . for whereas they have always 
been provident and content with what they en- 
joy'd» ye continually exceed in Piofufenels and 
AmbUion. Farewel 
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Ttefimf toMexSLodct the Great, rcf reaching 
hs AwhiMns Froceedings. 

I Have already written to Dumifius^ to Per Jie^ 
casr and even to you Alexander^ who iince 
yon wage War continually with aU Mankind, 
;think you have obtain'd Univerfal Dominim. 
Howcwr give me leave to tdl you your Pro* 
ceedings candcfcrve no better Title than chat of 
meer Madnefi. Cbnfider ^hat you do, and 
fince your Brain is to diftemper'd, commit your 
felf to the Care,of fome SkUful Pbyfidan that may 
rcftore your Seniibs, and deliver you from that 

C«n^ 



414 LETTERS cfr 

Contagion, whichyauhavccontradW by your 
Obftinacy. You have all along hichcarto coaten^ 
dedtodoiilj nddier if you 'were no^ dlff^'d 
do I think it in your Power to dp otherwifti 
(ince you have to long been vitiated by a bafl 
Habir. Moreover remember that Sovereignty 
and Power, are not the fame Thing, neither cul 
they warrant your converfirig with bad Men, to 
employ them in worfe i^ftions. This the very- 
eft Brutes will not do, neither docs the Wotf 
or Tyger come near you in this particular* They 
only latisfie their own private Appetites, where- 
as you hire wicked People, and place theai in 
Power, that they may have the greater Authority 
to do ill, wherein, neverthelefs you are far mcMre 
blameablethan they. Repent atlaftoftbefe heavy 
Crimes, for what can all this Pom[f and Grear-^ 
nefs lignifie to you, fince they arc acquired by (b 
many ill Afitions ? What benefit can all thefe vi- 
olent Proceedings bring you? Do not while you 
continue in this Courfe believe your feBF better 
than all Men, but rather imagine you are worfe. 
Do you think that what you bufie your felf 
abour, can occafion you any quiet ? Ought not 
you to apprehend rather the greateft of Dangers, 
and the moft uncertain Succcfs? I fancy you 
could not draw worfe Calamities upon youf 
Head, than thefe Enterprizes will caufe yon. 
Nevcrthelefs you ftill perfift in your Underta- 
kings, and fancy you are engag'd in a good 
Caule. You look upon your felf to be an honeft 
Man, and undergo chearfully the utmoft Perils 
to gratifie the Dilates of your Ambition. You 
don't fee what Snares are laid for you. You 
don't confider what a Rifijue you run. Likewife 
you arc not fcnfible what Maladies may attack 

you 
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you: dvann^mr long Bqpcdi^QDSv Shields axe of 
no dbfeiux againft a F^ver, cieithcr is Coorage 
agaioft a Confumptiod^ A SoUicr may Iboner 
dk, than a private Man. Do you think the 
Misfortunea of Men proceed more from any 
thing than Ignorance of the Caufe of them* 
Truly Great AUxanJer^ you feem to me one of 
this Number. Fot&kt therefore this vicious 
Cpurfe of Lifei if you would have any thing 
Succeed that you attempt, or be well (poken 
of that you bare tranfaSted. I would fend one 
oi'^c^thmian Judges to enable you in effeding 
this Reformation^ but they are all fuch exceflive 
Ill-doers, lliat I can by no means truft them with 
your CoQverlion. I would wi/h you Healch, but 
till 70tt have left off rambling, fuch good Will 
w^uld be vain. Be advis'd and flouriflv Fare-* 
wel. . 
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Sdfigeties to Pythodonis, uplraiJing him 
' ^ifhfpeaJtiitg iS of every Body. 

MA Y*ST thou always be fpoken ill of P/- 
tbodorusy fince thou never fpeak'ft well d£ 
any Bodf ,; 7j^ Wft I befeech thce,^. moft con- 
temptible of Men ! What God do'ft thou take thv 
felf <o beidefcended fiom, iinoe thou tbinkefi fo 
conteiiipt|b{y of .^1 thy Fellow Creatures ? Do*ft 
thou believe Jnfiter hcgot thee, or Afer/, or 
Neftme^ 4)^' Vh^o i Sure thou haft fome mon- 
ftrQus Iiji^^ruttoo^in thy Head, or thou would*ft 
not,te)Sr;4)#Vr(:xcer&.all others in Beauty, 

' Binh, 
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Birch, Wit, Vakmr and Virtue. Why ilfdiild*ft 
thou not care to fiifler any Man to be oomotoi- 
ded befide thf felf ^ Artthou the onlf Perfon of 
iraith now Living Ms no Body ft to be coni- 
pai^d with thee think*ft thou? Gmnot the 
whole World famiflh anotiier like thee ? Tmhrl 
believe not, thou art fo exceeding Sil^;ular. 
'What other Bto would run on in aB eternal 
Ding in his own Pndfe, and not at thefiime tfane 
have the leaft rq;atd to his Merit ? Wh« edict 
Man would not be fenfible of his Weaknefi ht 
pretending to furpals all Klankind ? Cea(e» Ao^ 
ceafe thus to vaunt thy good Qualities* Let others 
find out thy Perfeflionfi if thou haft any, for 
they will always be efteem'd the beft Judges of 
them. Perhaps, becaufe thou had*ft oblerv'd 
that no Body offered to Praife thee^ thoo 
thought'ft it allowable to do that Ofltee for rii)r 
fdf. But herein thou err'ft more Mifcrably tbm 
ever, for tho' none can be found to fpeak wdl of 
^ Man, yet muft not he undertake to do it for 
himfelf, left he thereby incur a Univerfal O^mw, 
and become the Laughing-flock of all that know 
him. In a word, forbear to fpeak ill of otheril, 
if thou would'ft have any Body to fpeak well of 
thee. Be Wife, andParewcl. 



LETTER CLXXXnr. 

the fame to Cephifophon ; leing merry wiik 
bins, upon his inviting him to maUt with bim. 

YO U arealmoft every Day, dfbSfwfba^^ invi- 
ting me to take the Air wfmytkq^ under 
pretence of alleviating our Cteet If nnxnl Ctm- 

▼crfe 
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Ver^. How can you pretend tof propbfe Frcci 
dom of Speech, when we are every Minue 
interrupted by Friends of yours thar rtieet uV, 
Either rcfolve for the future, to give thofe mariV 
Imperdhents a fhortcr Audience, or confent to 
allow me a Stool, for it would be impoffible for 
ine to fland to hear all thofe inexhauftibl^ FelfoWi 
will certainly find to fay to you^ whenever 
therefore you are any more difpos*d ro hsvi 
me out. with you^ infiead of asking me to \7^alki 
yoil>miift change the Phrafe, and deiire me to go 
and take a fitting with you, that being the more 
proper Exrareflion in this Cafe. You may be af^ 
fur'd, as long as you fuffer thefe Infers to bu:S 
about you,' no Bc^y will care to keep you Com- 
pany on any other Condition. Confidcr of this 
CounieV and Fare weL 



LETTER CLXXXV. 

I be fame to the fame ; advijing him to M^rry 
. aWiJdw, or an Old Maid: 

I Would not have you, Cephifofhon^ look up* 
on that which I writ the other Day to ToU^ 
fnon concerning his Marriage, to fuit any ways 
with yours, for whereas I allow*d. him ayo\ing 
Buxom Virgin, I recommend to you either a 
ftaid WidoWi Or an old Maid, a$ agreeing beft 
with yoiir Years : Threefeore and odd would 
look but very awkardly in the Arms of a Girl 
of fifseeg j^ bfdj^es, I would not have you to flat« 
cer yi^JIsiS Jnatydur Ability is any thing like 
whik^was ^nilc you were young, for tho* 

E e in 
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in your faiKf you may pleafe well enough, yet 
in eflPcA you muft needs come ibort of a requi- 
iice Performance. Women have firft regard to 
the Vigour, and afterwards to the Comelinels of 
Husbands, fif they happen to Marry either to 
Age ox Deformity, you muft know, *tis nor the 
Men, but their Money they have in view. WfaiJft 
I am thus preaching to you about conformity of 
Tears, I would not have you take my meaoii^ 
to be that they fliouid be akogether equal 
They may diiFer at leaft ten Yean (m tiie Mbm 
fide, and there will be no difpropordoa in tkt 
Match. Such a difference would only oco^bfl 
them to go off the Stage Hand in Hand, asihey 
came on. Do you, Ctfbififbon^ ccmfider al) 
this : Examine your Force, and the time ic is 
likely to lad before you engage. You'll find your 
felf elfe baffled in your Attacks, and not able to 
carry them on for want of Ammunition. Befidts, 
if you fet down before fucb a.Fortref^ as you 
propofe, your Adverfaries^ Safiy will be more 
dangerous than your Storms, and while fhe has 
a Port always open to receive Recruits, you*!! 
be likely to die in your Trenches, before you 
can bring her to a Capitulation. Take my Ad^ 
vice, or repent of your Negledl. FareweL 



LETTER CLXXXVl. 

Irbicks to Callias ; approving his Recefs into 

the Country. 

I Greatly commend you, Callias^ for that ha- 
ving altogether hitherto been bred at Court, 
you can at length prevail on your felf to retire 

into 
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into the Country. I alfo approve of your choice 
of a Habitation there, neither fo fplendidasto be 
Coveted, nor fo poor as to be dcfpjs*d. By this 
Recefs, you tvill be freed from all Diftradlions 
and Fears. No Mid-rigbc Alarms are like to di^ 
fturb your Rcpofe, in fuch tranquility. All 
there is Peace and Plenty. No King or Tyrant 
will be able to find you out to ncioleft you, in fo 
iremoce a Solitude j fo long as you pay your An- 
iiual| Acknowledgment to the State, you Will 
have no reafon to ftand in awe of any Body. 
What a happy Thing then is it to be out of the 
reach of Di^uiet ? Envy her fcif can never pene- 
trate your diftant Manfion ; you may there Sleef^ 
fecure from aU Harms. . Ttie Rural Innocence it 
not capable of doing Injuries. Juftice reigns there 
equal with Malice, and Hatred at Court. You 
will alfo add to your Happineis,by your moderate 
Defires. Great PoffefTions invite Thieve^, where- 
as your {Jnall Stock will rather be overlooked 
than attempted. Your Land ferves to keep your 
Houfei and that's all you feek after. Fine Furnir 
ture you defpife, what's Ncccflary you have 
only regard to : Coftly Ornaments only ddighc 
the Eye, whereas Ufc bed pleafes the Mind. Pcr-^ 
fevere therefore in the way you have begun, and 
you fhall never want the CbaraSer of a Prudens 
Man. Farcwel. 
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LETTER CLXXXVIL 

Ph^tdoa to TheagenideS ; /hewing bow far a 
Man may value himfelj on his Birth. 

I Would fain know, Tbeageniies^ whence f ou 
derive all this Quality you m^Sxi^ fuch a buftle 
about, and fill every Bodies Ears \<rith the Rela- 
tion of. Is it firom the firft Man that you pretend 
fo much to a long Series of Progenitors ? We all 
may be faid to have defcended from him, and 
how you fliould be able to deduce your Pedi-** 
gree in a right Line, beyond any other, I can't 
imagine. I know your Allegations to be falfe, 
and thus I prove them fo. TTour Grand-Father 
was the Son of no Man, for no Body would 
own him, and your Father begot by the Lord 
knows who, for every Body lufpeAed his Pa- 
tents. How you came into the World I need 
not tell you, your Mother having often confels'd 
that at the time (he fell in Labour with you un^ 
der a Hedge, flie knew not whofe Door to lay 
you at, till thro* hers, and J^our good Fortune, 
a rich Citizen of t^gina coming by; and feeing 
the Woman in that deptorable Condition, had 
the Companion to have ye both brought tohi^ 
Houfe, where he took care of her, and being 
Chiidlefs, bred you for his own. Now whatever 
Quality this good Man could pretend to, I would 
willingly be fatisfy^d what Title you have to ir. 
Thus 'tis plain, your Gentility, is not Heredita- 
ry. As to other means of making a Gentleman, 
you have as little pretence to them, as to the 
foregoing. Riches 'tis true you have, and at 

the 
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fhc World now goes, thofe you may think fufc 
cient to ennoble you, but let me tell you, Thea^ 
genides^ Wealth without Wifdom and Virtue is 
of no w .rth , the grcateft Glory proceeds froni 
thefetwo, and even a noble Birth without thcilr 
fignifics nothiijg, Tho' your Anceftors were the 
beftof Meo ip all Refp^dls, yet if you do not 
imitate them in what is good, it will avail you 
little to have defifended from them. If you do 
not come yp to their E;ccellencie$, you degene- 
rate from them, and ought not to have the bene- 
fit of your Alliance with them. Geafe there- 
fore, ceafe to boaft of your Parents, for if they 
were really Noble, as I have prov'd it uncer- 
tain what they were, you could have no Ad- 
vantage by it unlefs you had fucceeded them a9 
well in their good A6|ions, as their Eftate. 
Farewelf 



LETTER CLXXXVnr. 

TVi Gynick fhilofopherj Diogenes to the 
People of Synppe ; ridiculing them for ba^ 
nijhing hint. 

YOU have banifli'd me,my Countrymen, and 
I on the contrary defire you may be con-^ 
fffid home for while you inhabit Sinopey I live ai 
Athens. You fpend your time with none but 
mercenary Traders, while I converfe daily with 
Philofophers, You deal in nothing but vile Mer- 
chandize, while I continually read both Merj 
and Books. Pity me not then, but rather envy 
pje in that b^ipg r?mov*d from you, I lead a 
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Hiach happier Life than when I was with yoQ« 
I then waliaw'd in all kinds of Sloth and Lnxu* 
ry 9 I now am obliged to labour for my Living ; 
I then liv-d at large, but nqw am confin'd to 
Rules. What then hinders me cpmmiferating 
your poor Condition, Men of Sifufe^ in that 
having fo great Wealth, you want KnowledgC| 
and in wanting that, want every thing. Yoni 
banifhing me, I look upqn as a Favour^ and 
Value your Threats fo littlje^ that I had rather 
))eaccus'd, than applauded by yo\;. In a word, 
I would ch^fe to be a Vagabond all qver the 
JEarth, before I would confent to live a Weakhy, 

^ut unknown Citi:;en of 51^/^. Farewel. 
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the fame to Zctio j affirming himfelf n$t ie^ 
holden to his Parent^ for Begetting him. 

I Am not therefore oblig'd to my Parent?, 
Friend Zenoy bjpcattfe they begot me, by rea- 
fon all hi^mane Things proceed from Nature, 
and not from the Qualities of them. Confufion 
of the Elements is the caufe of Generation, for 
Which reafon I have no Acknowledgments to 
inake to thofe that had neither Will nor Intenti- 
on to bring me into the World. Venus ever pre- 
fides over this Ad, wherefore preferic Pleafure 
always takes place of future Benefit. Thofe that 
begot me had no Thoughts of doing fo, there- 
fore how am I oblig'd to them for my Being ? 
Thcfe are my Sentiments of Generation) which 
\ :.'-■:: : how 
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how far they may agree wirfiyoun I cannot 
tell ; howeveri fur^ I am that Man being Bom 
as he is, in a manner by Chance, ought nor to 
value bimfelf fo much as he docs, but be hum- 
ble and modeft in his Behaviour in this Life, 
confidering he might as well have not been, as 
been. FareweJ. 
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the fame to Megafthenes ; acquainting him ^ 
how he ianter 4 ^^4 converted a Viftor in 
his returnfrem the Olympick Games. 

AFTER the Gawes at 0//w;>/4 were over, I 
determin*d to go thither, when by the way 
meeting one Cicermus^ a * Pancratian Wreftler, 
Who had obtained a l^titdrs Crown, and was tbeq 
upon his return homeward, accompany'd by a 
great Number of his Friends, I taking him by 
the Hand accofted, and thus faid to him^ Friend 
lay afide dU this Pridf^ an J go moieftly home to thine 
HoHje^ let the occafion of thy Jo great Rejoicing b^ 
^bat it v;ilL Buty proceeded I, what (an be the 
Caufe ef all this Ovation ? llow com^fl thou to be 
thus pujfd up ? Pf^hat is the meaning of this Crown 
on thy Heady this T aim- Branch in thy Handy or of , 
ifiH this Hair-brain d Mobs following thee ? To which 
he reply'd, Theft are all Tokens ofmyfuccefs at the 
Olympick Gamesj where I have conquer d every 
Bodj. HoWy quoth I, what di£ft thou Conquer 
Jove, and his Brother i ? Isot fo neither ^ anfwer'd 
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he. I fupfrfiy concmu*dI, Tcu diim ehattenge iiS 
that ft$od ahout yeu, l^o^ reply*d he. How tSen^ 
arguMi, cmldyou he faii to Conquer aB? Jfancj^ 
purfu'd I, YOU bad the good Luck to have sbofe Con^ 
muefis'ajjign d jou hy Lotr, which otbtrs hud garni 
for you J was it notfoy Confefs j he OWll'd it was. 
Then 1 proceeded to ask him, whether they were 
JMLen only which contended at thcfe Games. He 

anfwer*d» No^ fome were Boys : I warrunt you 
made fine work with them '^ purfu'd I* Not at aB^ 
quoth he, For they were not my Match. Did you 
then Conquer aBthat were your Match ? Tts. An4 
were uB tbofe ^ that contended with you Men? Tes. 
And ar^ not you a Man likewifi? Undoubtedly. 
Did you then Conquer your felf? No. How then 
£ouldyou be [aid to Conquer ev^ry Bpdy^ when you jout 
felf have efcap*d ? Buty proceeded I, teB me Prithu 
were tbofe you got the f^tBory over yp^ Equals or 
Infeporji ? My Equals. If they v^erf Equal to you^ 
how came you to Conquer them ? No^ i^ey were mj 
hfferiorsi Iffo^ why were you not ajham*d to con-^ 
lend wifh them? Ceafe^ Cicermu§, to boafi any 
further (fConquefis of this Nature^ purfu'd I, a?td 
ratbe^ firive to QUt'do aB Men in Virtue^ and agoo4 
Life, The ViStftries (f^he Mind are ever the mof^ 
ChriQUs^ whfnreby you jhaB ajfur^dly live Happy^ and 
after a long Series of Days die Jo. Thi$ faid my 

fancratian began to relent, and after fome few 
p^o^e Documents beftow'd on him, threw away 
his Crown and Palm- Branch, and vow*d never 
\o contend at the Qlymfick Qames more, parcr 
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LETTER CXCL 

Hipparchus to Ariftides ; Ironically comment 
ding his Behaviour ujfon the Death of his 
Father^ 

IShouI4 have long before this condoled \^ith 
thee, Arijlidts^ upon the loG of thy Father, 
had I not thought his Inheritance gave thee more 
Joy, than his Death ckus*d thee Grief. How- 
ever, I'm fatisfy'd, thou know'ft how to behave 
thy felf upon all Occafiofts whatever. Thou 
know'ft what a wife Man ought to do, both in 
godd and adverfe Fortune. Tears yrould not be- 
come a glad Countenance, nor Mirth a fad one. 
Thou therefore carry'ft it between both; and 
Ihow'ft one that \s indifferent. Thou haft nei- 
ther liv'd among the Epicureans^ yiho would 
have no Grief appear on their Brows, nor with 
the Jonick fe^, who preach'd up nothing clfe j 
fo much Sorrow fatisfies the^, as ferves todi« 
ftinguifli thee from a Beaft* Tears belong to 
Women, Words to BoyS| but Thought only to 
Man } how far thou art inwardly concern'd, I 
leave all Mankind to judge : Thou bear'ft thy 
Misfortune like a Man of Senfe, and doeft not go 
about to exceed the bounds of Grief It is the ^ 
part of a Brute to be altogether Negligent upon ' 
thefe Occaiions, but qf a Man to bear with Pa- 
tience all that proceeds from the Gods. Tour 
Father was a good Man, and confequently may 
be fuppos'd toi>e remov'd to a better Place. Why 
then ihould you lament at his Happinefs? You 
-:■*•■''•' do 
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do wifely Arifiiits^ neither to be immoderate in 
your Joy nor your Grief. . Do all that becomes 
you, and niafce it ybur Endeavdur to refrain 
hom all that would expofe yoQ. Confider, apd 
Farewc/. 
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The fame to Lyfitheu$ j llaming him f^r htn^ 
Jering his Daughter frm Marryiitg^ that fie 
might keep his Houfe, 

YOU hare a very beantifol Daughter at 
home with you, Ljfkhem^ nam-d Tiamf^ 
gy whom you keep unmarry'd, and oall rhe 
affof your Age. I would willingly, oiit of 
meer Complaifance, ' approve your Proceeding 
in this particular, but canjfta for my Heart think 
that fo delicate a Creatui^ was defignM rather 
to rub a bald Pace, than bear Children to a 
young vigorous Huusband. Women like Plants 
of Trees or Herbs, never thrhre fo well, as when 
they are tranfplanted from their Native Soil, Got 
then 'tis they produce always the largcft Fruit, 
and bear the tweeteft Flowers ^ I mean after 
they have been well grafied or inoculated. Thus 
you may perceive Lyfitbeus^ how great an Ene- 
my you are to your Daughter, while you keep 
her mew'd up at home, preferring her making 
you Caudles, to her making you a Grand Father : 
Forbear at length this auftere Ufage, and iince 
ihe was Born for the Delight of Mankind, let 
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fi)me body have ihe Benefit of her Binh, I 
jdon't ask chis for my fel^ beaufe I|te yon I am 
paft the Pleatiires of the fair Stx. Mjrrequefi is 
only on hers, and yotir acroun^ that fte may 
enjoy the ufc of her Liberty, and you not re- 
pent of her Confinement. Farewel. 



LETTER CXGin. 

Hejgefias to Sofigenes; accufing hfmfelf of 

too great Modejly, 

I Would willingly, Sofgenes^ get rid of this 
curfed Mature of mine thatBlufhes even at 
the beft Things^ and makes me thought a ftrange 
Kind of Monfter, by thofe that don't know me 
thoroughly. If I meet a Man I don't like, I 
can*t flatter him. neither can I promife him any 
thing, I never mtend to perform. I can*t take 
him by the Hand, and calf him Friend, when I 
pever law him before. I can't run into a vain 
Harangue on my own Praife, and produce Pa* 
pers to juftifie my Aflertion, yet thefe are ali 
done by thofe that have a mind to thrive in the 
World ; thefe aye the Arts that flourifli. I have 
never yet learnt to palliate my Sentiments with a 
Lie,nor to feem pleas'd when I have heard my fclf 
prais'd. Upon anothers commending my Judg^ 
ment, orirty Wir, I have flood as if I bad been 
fhunderftruck, andtho' my Writings have gain'd 
every other bodies Applaufe, yet have they had 
nothing but my Cotitempt . I never read my Per-i 

foimanqc^ 
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formanas to any body, nor care I to hear them 
rehcar^'d by every body, as fome do. If they 
have convinced the World, I am an honeft Man» 
and no Fool) I have my end. A Repetition of 
:iyhar I have written difgufts me, ana ftems to 
reproach me with an Inclination to favour the 
hearing it. Thus you fee Sofigenes^ I am no ways 
qualtfy'd to profper by njy Undertakings, an4 
therefore muft either get the Afcendant over my 
Modefty, or be contented with the bare Rcwar4 
of Virtue, which Is Poverty, and a good Ctin- 
Icience. Farewcl. 



LETTER CXeiV; 

The fame to Heliodprus ; apprtyving his choice 
of a Woman, to pie a) e his Fancy. 

YO U have done wifely^ Heliodorus^ in re- 
fufing to Marry that rich, but old Gentlcf 
woman, who was lately offered you. Had you 
confentedto have had her, you would havefoon 
found you had wedded Wealth inftead of a 
Wife, and brought home a domeftick Strife, in 
lieu of a conjugal Satisfaction. A Man that enter- 
tains thoughts of Marriage ought to pitch upon 
a Woman he can propoie a lading Comfort in, 
and not have regard meerly to her Portipn. 
What greater Plague can there be, than to have 
a Wife lord it over one, becaufe flie has brought 
9 great Fortune ? If Money is not to be had 
Without fuch a Conipanion, let it ncvcy be ha4 
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for mci Riches arc to be defir'd no farther than 
they are fubfervicnt to our Happinefs. So foon 
as they ceafe to Contribute to our wcH-being in 
this Life, they begin to be a Torment to us, and 
iare not lefs to be avoided than a Peft that fweeps 
away all our Contentment. You therefore, He- 
liodorus^ have afted -a prudent Parr, in preferring 
a good Woman to Gold. I would advife you 
yet further to chufe one young, of equal Years 
with you, and of a lefler Fortune s So fliall you 
never have reafon to fear, /he will upbraid you, 
but tather always acknowledge her felf obliged 
to you. Let her be Beautiful, that fhe may dif- 
arm your Anger j Modefr, that fhe may deferve 
every Bodies good Word j and Chaft, that flic 
may occaiion. you no Difquiet. Thus Marriage 
will render you Happy, and fweeten all your 
Misfortunes. Farewel. - 



LETTER CXCV. 

Eutidemus to Lyfanias j advifing him not to 

exceed in Love^ 

YO U have begun to Love, Lyfanias^ and 
confequently to delpife all fuch as are paft it, 
for Innaworafo\ as you are now become, fddotri 
care for any but ihofe that are equally infefted 
with themfelves. I do not fo much blame 
your Paffion, fince you are Young, and of an 
Age proper for it j I only require you to take 

heed 
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heed, you do not ruin your felf by it. ^ thii 
Poets have not unfitly compared Love to Fire, n 
agreeing with that Element, both in Nature and 
Force. If you come near Fire vfhiie you are 
cold, it gently warms and delights you, but M 
you are fo Mad as to throw your felf into il^ 
you will foon find it will not only burn, bm 
confume you. The fame happens in Love, 6x 
as long as you are contented with the moderatd 
Ufe(X it, you will have your Mind enliven'd^ 
and Body refrefh'd i but fo foon as you ddBver ' 
your felf up a Prey to Luft and Luxury, SIqiH 
wiU ieize you. Defilements pollute vou, and 
Frenzy diftrad you. Virtue will then be an uh 
ter Stranger to you, and Vice alone be predomi- 
nant in your Affedions. You wHI then be eafie 
to be corrupted, and bard to be recIaimM ; 
whereas on the contrary, if you do not exceed 
in this Paflion, you will prolong your Life by it, 
and make all your Days eafie. Be advisM, and 
Farewcl. 
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The fame to Aceftorides ; ridiculifig hisjloth- 

Jul Courfe of Life. 

I Would have you, Acejlorides^ go to EfidaU^ 
rusy where I hear there is a Kiirg that re- 
wards Lazinefs, and encourages his Subjefils in 
Sloth. They lay he has infticuted ar.tw Sort of 
Order, whofe Members arc to fpend all ih<?ir 

Live» 
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Lives upon Fcather-Beds, whence they are caird. 
The Kings Sluggards. When they are to under- 
;o a Trial for an Ekftion, they niufl piove they 
lave flept perpetually, or at leaft never come 
cue of the Sheets. Their Tongues muft appeaf 
to have been always clos*d, and their Eyes to 
have been as Cormntly fixt. Neither their 
Hands muft ever have offer'd to help them up> 
nor their Limbs fecm'^d di(p<DsM, at any time, to 
hav^ tum'd sbout; they muft ftill have lain in th^ 
feme Pofture^and ever been fed with the moft de- 
ficate of Viands : Tiiey muft never Have had any 
the Icaft Defire of riffng or quitting their Poft, as 
long as they have fiv'd. Thefe Qchifificatiofls in* 
titled them to that Fraternity, zxtA he that ex- 
ceeded in Indolence, was to be {He Great M^-^ 
fter. To this Order, I muft needs recommend 
you^ Acejhriies^ fince you have hi.ther^o fo un^ 
aftivcly pa(s'd away your Time- No doubt yott 
wiH guiody obtain a confiderableFellbwfhip there, 
and toon flcep youf felf into your Princes Fa- 
vour, I leave you to your Merit in this parti- 
cular, and bid you FareweL 
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LETTER CXeVDJ 

Diogenes jt^ Mctx6cks,in Jefence cfhtf 

living ly Beging, 

VALUE not your {eif, MetrecUs^ fo ijsucU 
upon your Gondicioh and Quality, nor think 
fo meanly oif thine, for asking a nece&ry Alms 
where I want it. Do not Princes beg Aids of 
their Subje^ to carrv oh the Common Caufe i 
pQ not Pbyficians diipenfe Health t6 tbofe that 
have firft requeued it of them? In a Word, do 
not poor languifliing Lovers obtain confolatory 
Kiflcs from their Miftrefles, by meer Importunity 
and Entreaty ? Why then fhould I,of all Mankind, 
be excluded that Liberty which cVery Body elfe 
enjoys? What I beg for, *tis certdn t come ho- 
hefter by than many do by their great PofTeffi- 
ons, and if I have a Juft Title to wh^t I get, 
what has any one to do with my manner of get- 
ting it. Reproach me not thertfore, MetAcUs^ 
for the future, with my Profcffion, but imitate 
the Gods, and all good Men, who delight in dU 
ftributing their Favours to the Neccffitous and 
Virtuous. Farewel. 
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LETTER CXCVin. 

the fame /£> Ariflippus; concerning Alcxan^ 
dcrV dejire to fee him. 

XT O U fend me word that Alexander^ King of 
X Macedonj has agreatDefire to feeme. You 
did well to give him thacTitle^ for whatever the 
Macedpnianr^^y be, you know I am fubjeft to 
ho Body. If that Prince has a mind to be ac^ 
quaintcd with me, and my manner of Life, let 
iiim come hiHier, fbr I fliall always think Athent 
i& hx diftant from Macedon^ as Macedqn is from 
Afhihs. Farcwci. 



LETTER CXCIX. 

The fame to Phoenomachus j relating his In^ 
terview with that Monarch, 

WH I L S T I was fitting iii my Tub, ftitch- 
ing and gluing of Books, Alexander ^ the 
Son of Philip y came and flood between me and 
the Sun. As foon as I perceiv'd my felf hindet'd 
from Working, for want of Light, I caft up my 
Eyes, and both faw, and knew the Caufe of 
it. He ftretching forth his Right-hand, call'd 
me by my Name, aiid ask'd mie if I knew 
him. I told him I did, and that he was 
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an invincible Youth, whofe Power was equal to 
that of the Gods j However (quoth I to him^ you 
Jo ill to oceafim this Eccliffe; Whm Ecelipfe^ an- 
fwer'd he. Wbat^ (reply*d I) but the interpo/mg 
cfjpur Jark Body between me^ 4ni the Sm. tou 
jefi Diogenes, iaid he. Hw Jo / j«/, quoth I, 
Oi^ben I am as much interrupted in my Bujpnefs hy 
your Tr eft nee J as if Apollo bad really left our Hemir 
fpbere. Now fince you are able to dome nogooifi 
(pnrfu'd I) yen would do wett to tes'vo me. How 
(anfwer'dhe) is Alexander able to do you no good t 
Net in the leafi^ quoth I, / have notlmg to /ofi^ 
and therefore ^twerefruitlefsfor his Phalaox to nurtfi 
ibis way. But (continued he) yon 4tre fooTy ainl 
in that refpeSt I may Jerve ym. How am I poor^ 
jfeply'd I ? Howy argu*d he, but in biing a BeggaK 
and wanting every thing. Want of Moneys Alexaiii 
der, proceeded I, is no "Poverty ^ neither is it a Sin 
to begy but rather to engrofs aBy and tbirfi after eifCf 
ry thing as you do^ A little wiU fisffice me ; this Tuk 
that Fount aiuy thefe Herbs and RootSy and even thoje 
Skins that cover mey which nb Body H^ilt contend 
with nsjsfory whiljt neither Earth nor. Sea being abU 
to fatisfieyoUy your next Expedition mufi he againff, 
Heaveny whichy how heimUs an offence that is to 
attempt^ Homer has defcriVd to you at large. Hi- 
ving oack'd this with feveral other Reatons, the 
mighty Monarch blufli'd, and turning to fon^ 
of his Companions, told them. That bad be not. 
been Alexander, he could have wifi!d to have beeni 
Diogenes. Afterwards ufing many Arguments 
to get me along with him, and finding them to 
no purpofe, he almoft left me, before I were 
willing he fhoxAd. FareweL 
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LETTER Ce. 

tbefa$»€ to Monemus ; teOing himfimcpka^ 
font Advcnturts (f bis at Athens. 

WHILST you continue in Olympa, ex- 
pefiling every Day the Games fliould be 
celebrated, I am come to Athens^ where I pafi 
my time in another manner. Walking the o« 
rher Day about the Porum^ with my Cup in my 
Hand) after my ufual Cuftom, and viewing 
both the Sellers and Talkers of all Sorts, I at 
length happened to light upon a Philofophen 
xvho was difcourfing concerning the Quality and 
Efficacjr of the Sun. Coming up to him, and 
crOwdmg in among his Auditors, I ask'd him, 

TrojfSir^ Howhng is it [met you drop from Hea^ 

'ven ? The poor Orator not a little furpriz^d at 
tty Queftion, anfwcr'd not a Word, which his 
Audience ob(erving, and thinking I had con* 
founded his Arguments, departed ^ leaving him 
to contemplate the reft upon the Ground, and 
me to puiluc mv Frolick. Qyittrng this Nuna- 
skul, I accofted another, a Poet, who fitting 
grown'd with Lawrel in the mid*ft of a Throng, 
and pretending not a little to Divination, I de- 
manded of him. Whether he ivere a goody or a iai 
Tropbet. Perceiving me to hold up my Stick, he 

an(wer*d. He was a good One. Guefs then^ quoth 
I, Whether I intend to firike thee cr not, I hdicu^ 

you dare not^ reply'd he. Taking that for an Ar- 
gument of bis Ignorance, I ftruck him. The 
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Af ob immediately made a great Clamour, where* 
upon turning to them, I ask'd what they meant 
by all that Npife. Is it^ qiiotf) I, hea^ufe I have 
heatm a falfe^ Prophet ? Hereupon the People be- 
5ng convinced of their Error, forfook him, an^ 
fbllow'd me. I began to difcoufe to them upon 
fcvcral Subjefts, all which they relifli'd fo we|I, 
that fome ofFer'd me Gold and Silver j others 
1* hing5 of equal Value, apd moft of thjem invited 
me to Sppper. Keeping nevcrthelefs to my Pro-^ 
feflion or Poverty, I refused all but a few Uor 
^reflaries.' Supper 'tis true, I accepted, but thap 
pnly from one, a rich Young Citizen : When,' 
I came into his Dining-room, I found it nicelf 
iidorn*d in every Part: Even the Pavement ibonc 
\vith Riches, and the \Va|ls and Cieling likewi(e 
reflefted theirs upon it. ' After 1 had bpen there 
for fome time, haying occafioi^ to Ipit, I iook*d 
round about pie, and finding no place mora 
proper, I fpit upon my Hoft. H^ icnmediately 
demanding the reafon of my Propeeding, I toW 
liim, he ought to blame himfelf not me, for 
^nce I f^w no Place beljdes uhadorn'd in his w|iale 
Houfe, I thought He was the fitteft to beftow 
that Excrement- upon. To which he reply*4 
Ton (ball hereafter have no fuck occafion to find fautf 
with mey and therefore next Day felling afl 
he had, he became one of our Pfaternity. This 
is what has happen d to me, fince 1 left' you at 
Oljmpia. FareweL 
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LETTER Ca. 

Dfemoclides to Gte^des, againfi Sodomy, ' 

YO U abk me, CteficUs^ who are thofe I 
moft Hate, and bcft Love. I may anfwer 
you withouta blufh, that I Hat^j thofe that love 
Boys, and love thofe tiiat hate them : the for- 
mer, becaufe they forget they are Beafts an4 
the latter, becaufe they remember they are Men. 
TTie Eternal Decrees of the Almighty Gods are 
by S(?</o^/ fruftrated, and confounded for what 
they by the Laws of Nature intended for ttip 
Propagation of Mankind, the Praftifers of this? 
Brutality violate and profane. Judge then how 
heinous a Crime this muft needs be, when to 
gratifie an unaccountable Luft, the Springs of 
Providence are ftopp'd, and the Gourfe of Gene- 
ration interrupted- Ho\y ought the World to 
kboniinate ihefe vile Men, who are continually 
Confpiring againft its Duration : But no more 
on this Subjea, which is i^qually horrid and abor 
minable. I doubt not CteficUs^ but you agree 
with me in thefe Sentiments, and have a juft Ab- 
horrence of fuch unnatural Doings. iFareweL 



LETTER CGIL 

^y(im^chide$ to Charonidas ; commenJing 

his Contrivance. 
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H E TH E R I fliould moft commend or 
admire you, Charonidas^ I dm at a lofs 
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